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ECONOMIC VITALITY

MISSION

VISION

Explore Sewickley's mission is to cultivate the
business district of Sewickley into a vibrant and
economically successful regional destination. 

Explore Sewickley will be a highly visible and credible
organization, recognized for its ability to provide

inspired leadership, to act as a liaison, to encourage
the growth of small businesses, and to foster a sense
of community while promoting social, cultural, and
business development. In addition, Explore Sewickley
will be actively engaged in marketing and promotion,
and supporting continued collaboration with other

community groups and organizations. 
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this town loves a good party.  Sewickley is home one of the
longest standing Memorial Day Parades in Pennsylvania, and
where else do you get the chance to see hundreds of puppies
in costumes than at Sewickley Unleashed?

3.

Built over 160 years ago as a fresh getaway
from the smoggy air of a hardworking steel
town, Sewickley is a picturesque and
colorful community located 12 miles
outside of Pittsburgh. It's a charming place
where residents and visitors love to shop,
eat, and explore. With places to play and
abundant nature to discover, even today
Sewickley is a breath of fresh air. 

The Village of Sewickley epitomizes
the powerful impact that independently
owned businesses can have in their
community, especially female
entrepreneurs. Once home to the brilliant 

minds and steel barons of the industrial revolution, now more than half of Sewickley's independent
businesses are owned by equally strong and brilliant women.

Innovative businesses line Sewickley's half-mile stretch of pedestrian friendly streets, and include
boutique clothing stores, unique retail spots, award-winning restaurants, and many non-profit
organizations that advance culture and education. An independent movie theater will soon open its
doors and will offer cultural, educational, and artistic programming to further entwine Sewickley with
Pittsburgh's great renaissance. 

Sewickley hosts events with a purpose - they are entertaining, philanthropic, family-friendly, and most
importantly, they bring people together. Whether we're raising our beer steins at Oktoberfest, clinking
our glasses at the Wine Walk, or becoming amateur food critics at the Soup Crawl and Chocolate Walk,

"...Arts and culture are
vital to the health and well
being of individuals,
communities and the larger
world; that creative
expression is one of life’s
most powerful and positive
impulses; and that access to
and exercise of creative
expression is and should be
an important part of life".

- www.Heinz.org
Sewickley's budding art scene is on the rise, with projects
planned that are dedicated to the creative expression of an
entire community. People will travel for art, music, and
movies - and events like the biannual Gallery & Art Walks,
Sweetwater Center for the Arts' Jazz Series, and frequent
artist receptions bring art lovers from all over the region. 
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Located in the center of town, the Explore Sewickley space
lends itself to the type of work the organization does, which is
connecting people to people, and people to the the
community. 

We have always worked to promote the entire community which
includes all businesses, residents and other organizations.

Explore Sewickley's network extends via a strong online
presence, advertising in publications, and a weekly newsletter
that reaches tens of thousands of individuals monthly. 

An interactive, mobile-friendly revamp for
ExploreSewickley.com was launched in
October 2015 with more capabilities for
businesses. The website allows individuals
and organizations to upload events directly
to the online calendar, and it allows
customers to find shopping, restaurants,
events and more at the click of a mouse or
swipe of a finger. 

4.

Explore Sewickley is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization whose mission is
to cultivate the business district of Sewickley into a vibrant and

economically successful regional destination. 

Explore Sewickley's social
media channels are at the
center of the organization's
marketing strategy. 

SOCIALLY SPEAKING 

Reaching over 6,000 individuals with each photo
uploaded, newsletter shared, and announcement made,
Explore Sewickley's presence on social media is firm.
More than 66% of individuals use a mobile device to
access our feeds, and our largest audience is women
ages 25-54. 

Explore Sewickley tries to promote businesses fairly and
without cost to the businesses. Though this is
exceptionally beneficial for businesses who are growing
or who do not have an online presence, it is not a
replacement for their own marketing efforts. 
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PRINT + WEB ADVERTISING

It is impossible to reach a well-rounded audience by one advertising medium alone, so Explore
Sewickley partners with several Pittsburgh publications such as the Sewickley Herald, TABLE Magazine,
Pittsburgh Magazine, WHIRL Magazine, and others to spread the word about events and the community
through print. 

Through education and advertising, more people have shown interest in not only attending community
events, but are also more concerned with the importance of shopping locally and supporting local
businesses.

Explore Sewickley has participated in cooperative advertising campaigns in various publications by
collaboratively working with several businesses, which brings the cost down for all parties involved.



NEW BUSINESS PACKET

WWW .EXPLORESEWICKLEY .COM

EXPLORE SEWICKLEY

For more than 35 years, the National Main Street Center has been helping
communities revitalize their downtowns and commercial districts.

Collectively, the movement is the leading voice for preservation-based economic development
and community revitalization across the country. Made up of small towns, mid-sized
communities, and urban commercial districts, Main Street America™ represents the broad
diversity that makes this country so unique. Working together, the programs that make up the
Main Street America network help to breathe new life into the places people call home. 

6.

ABOUT THE MAIN STREET MOVEMENT

THE PENNSYLVANIA DOWNTOWN CENTER

In 2016, Explore Sewickley was officially designated as a Main Street Community. Designation is
thought of as a mark of distinction, recognizing that Sewickley is part of a statewide and national
movement with a proven track record for celebrating community character, preserving local history,
and generating impressive economic returns.

In 2015, Explore Sewickley established four committees with goals in mind for each one. Individuals
who serve on the committees are stakeholders who want to get involved and make a difference in the
community in which they live, work and play. The committees meet once per month and are each
working toward accomplishing the goals set in the Five Year Strategy. Below are a sampling of the
goals that the committees are currently working on.

THE FOUR POINT APPROACH®

DESIGN          PROMOTION          ECONOMIC VITALITY          ORGANIZATION

The Main Street movement uses the Four Point Approach, which focuses on four areas of community:

Explore Sewickley is designated by the Department of Community & Economic
Development (DCED) as a Keystone Community, which affords opportunities
such as implementing a façade assistance program as well as grant
opportunities.  The PA Downtown Center is the PA state coordinating
organization for Main Street America™. The four committees help us get the
work done. In 2015, Explore Sewickley enlisted the help of many volunteers,
totaling well over 2,000 hours dedicated to the Sewickley community.

Check out www.ExploreSewickley.com for more information about the
committees and getting involved.

DESIGN
Gateway Signage
Green Space
Facade Grant Program Development

PROMOTION

ORGANIZATION ECONOMIC VITALITY
Explore Sewickley Annual Report
Volunteer Program

New Business Welcome Packet 
Business Recognition

Video Campaign
Holiday Plans
Summer Music Series
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MONTHLY HAPPY HOURS

There are a lot of ways to get involved and get the word
out about your business from the get-go. From
sponsorships to promotions, Explore Sewickley can help
with marketing assistance. Each business automatically
receives a complimentary directory listing on
ExploreSewickley.com, photographs, and more.

Drop by 418 Beaver Street and let's chat.

On the first Thursday of each month, Explore Sewickley
hosts a Happy Hour where the topic of conversation is
what's going on in the business district. We discuss
upcoming events, community issues and projects, and
more. These Happy Hours are complimentary for
business owners in the Village.

To find notes from previous Happy Hours, please visit
www.ExploreSewickley.com.

Visit or call Explore Sewickley to find out the current available spaces and building owner contact
information.  We can discuss demographic and business mix information, and when you're ready, we
can work with you to help find a location that's right for you.

Opening a new business takes a lot of coordination - from permits for occupancy and signage to
learning about local taxes.  

The Building and Zoning Department should be contacted when you have secured your business'
location. For more information about municipal-related issues or questions, please, see page 9 of this
packet. A full New Merchant Checklist can be found at SewickleyBorough.org/businesses/new-merchant-
checklist.

FINDING A SPACE & GETTING READY TO OPEN YOUR BUSINESS

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT & SMALL BUSINESS SUPPORT
Promoting a diverse and vibrant business district is important to us, and Explore Sewickley has made a
solid commitment to business development. From marketing to advice giving, we do a lot to support
the businesses who choose to open in Sewickley. 

GETTING INVOLVED WITH 
THE COMMUNITY - OTHER NON-PROFITS & SNPC
Sewickley is unique in many ways, but maybe one of the most evident is the way that community non-
profit organizations have effectively banded together to share resources. 

The Sewickley Non-Profit Consortium, or SNPC (pronounced Snap-C), was formed in 2011 to give the
many Sewickley non-profit organizations a forum to discuss relevant and challenging topics such as
fundraising, marketing, and resource pooling. SNPC members collaborate to use community resources
effectively, while also identifying and closing gaps in services for those in need in our community.

The Sewickley Non-Profit Consortium does not have a website but does have a Facebook page.

The Sewickley Valley Chamber of Commerce is also available to serve businesses. The organization 
can be reached at sewickleyvalleychamber@gmail.com.
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There are many opportunities within the Sewickley
community to advertise.  All businesses located in the
Borough of Sewickley get a free directory listing on the
Explore Sewickley website.  

There are several local publications that serve the area,
including the Sewickley Herald  and Sewickley Living
Magazine.

             Sewickley Herald Advertising Director
             Carolyn Dymerski: 412.324.1403

             Sewickley Living Magazine Advertising Director
             Lisa Corna: 412.913.6835

LOCAL ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES

The trifecta of good and effective design,
social media marketing, and web
presence should be accessible to every
business owner regardless of how
technologically savvy they are (or aren't!). 

When you’re opening a new business,
there are already a lot of things on your
mind. What better way to be welcomed
into the Village than with some free PR,
a pair of giant gold scissors and a party?

Explore Sewickley will coordinate a
Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony with Mayor Brian Jeffe and
the Borough of Sewickley. We send out
notifications to local media and other
businesses to truly welcome you as a
new business. The ribbon cutting
ceremony includes a proclamation read
by the Mayor, the cutting of the grand 

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONIES

EDUCATION SERIES

Education Series
MAKE YOUR BUSINESS STAND OUT

Explore Sewickley hosts Business Education sessions on various topics that relate to business and
ways to utilize tools that are available to small business owners today. These sessions are free and
have covered topics such as setting up and maintaining social media networks, graphic design,
and more.

opening ribbon and lots of photo opportunities. Since Explore Sewickley began, we have celebrated
over 50 new businesses opening their doors.

To schedule your ribbon cutting, all you need to do is let us know what date and time you'd like and
we'll take care of the rest. 
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As you begin your endeavor, we want you to be aware of the many amenities and resources available to
you. From finding the perfect space to cutting the ribbon with a huge pair of scissors, the Borough of
Sewickley's elected officials and many local organizations can provide help wherever you need it. 

The Borough of Sewickley
601 Thorn Street
Sewickley, PA 15143
412.741.4015  
www.SewickleyBorough.org

BOROUGH OF SEWICKLEY COUNCIL MEETINGS
Sewickley Borough Council Committee of the Whole meetings (COW) are held on the second Tuesday of
each month at 7:30pm in Council Chambers (601 Thorn Street, 2nd floor). Sewickley Borough Council
meetings are held on the Monday after the Committee of the Whole meeting each month at 7:30pm. All
Sewickley Borough Council meetings are open to the public. Explore Sewickley presents at the monthly
COW meetings. To find a copy of Explore Sewickley's monthly reports to Council, visit
ExploreSewickley.com.

Visit www.SewickleyBorough.org to learn more and for a full schedule and agendas.

Borough Manager 
Kevin M. Flannery
kflannery@sewickleyborough.org

Mayor
Brian F. Jeffe
bjeffe@sewickleyborough.org

COMMISSIONS AND
REVIEW BOARD MEETINGS
The Borough of Sewickley has a Planning Commission,
Zoning Review Board, Tree Commission, and Historic Review
Commission. Information about the responsibilities of each
of these commissions, meeting dates, and agendas are
available at www.SewickleyBorough.org.

Chief of Police
James Ersher
jersher1@yahoo.com

Fire Chief
Jeff Neff
jeffneff@comcast.net

Zoning Officer
Nancy Watts
412.741.1762
nwatts@sewickleyborough.org

BUILDING AND ZONING
Nancy Watts is the Code Enforcement Officer and Building
Inspector. You will need to reach out to Nancy to obtain an
occupancy permit and to discuss any signage, as well as any
plans for renovation to the space in which you will open
your business. You can find the zoning ordinance on the
Borough website at
www.sewickleyborough.org/businesses/building-and-
zoning/ordinances

The office hours of the Building Department are 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday; and 8:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. on Friday.

President of Sewickley Borough Council 
Susan Aleshire
saleshire@sewickleyborough.org
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Sewickley Night Marts 
Friday, June 24 
Friday, July 29
Friday, August 26

Balance On Broad
Saturday, July 9
Saturday, August 13
Saturday, September 17

Art Brew 
Saturday, July 9

Jaguar Car Show 
Saturday, August 6

Sewickley Harvest Festival 
Saturday, September 10 

Sewickley Oktoberfest
Friday, September 30 
Saturday, October 1 

Halloween Parade & Trick or
Treat in the Business District 
Saturday, October 29

Sewickley Wine Walk 
Wednesday, November 2 

HVHS & YMCA Turkey Trot
Thursday, November 24 

Yuletide in Sewickley
November 26 - December 18 

Small Business Saturday 
Saturday, November 26

Light Up Night 
Friday, December 2 

Santa Parade
Saturday, December 3

2016 2017

Winter Farmer's Market
TBD

Sewickley Chocolate Walk  
Saturday, February 11

Sewickley Soup Crawl 
Saturday, March 18 

Sewickley Farmer's Market 
Every Saturday from April - November 

Spring Gallery Walk  
Friday, April 21
Saturday, April 22

May Mart 
Saturday, May 13 

Sewickley Unleashed 
Saturday, May 20

Memorial Day Parade
Monday, May 29

Country Brew & BBQ 
TBD 

Balance On Broad 
June 17, July 22, August 19
September 16

Sewickley Night Marts 
June 30, July 28, August 25

Sewickley Oktoberfest 
October 6 & 7 

10.

Halloween Parade & Trick or Treat
in the Business District
Saturday, October 28

Wine Walk
Wednesday, November 1

Small Business Saturday
Saturday, November 25

Light Up Night
Friday, December 1

Santa Parade
Saturday, December 2


