
Land Use Element and
Urban Design Element



All regulations flow from

the General Plan. The

General Plan establishes

a vision for the city and

a set of goals aimed at

achieving that vision.

The General Plan

provides a long-range

guide to physical

development within the

city.

The Constitution of 

Land Use

Land Use, Circulation

(Mobility), Housing,

Conservation, Open

Space, Noise and Safety

are required elements.

The City of Long Beach

has also adopted optional

elements including Scenic

Routes, Public Safety, and

Historic Preservation.

Consistency across all

adopted elements is

legally required.

Seven Required 

Elements

The Land Use Element

was last updated in 1989

and the Scenic Routes

element has not been

updated since it was

adopted in 1975. A

General Plan update is

an important resource-

intense, multi-year

process. The proposed

update looks forward

through 2040.

A Timely Update

General Plan 101



Where does the General Plan Fit In?

General Plan is a broad, long-range policy document that guides future 

development

• Required by state law

• It must accommodate the required amount of population growth the 

State of California estimates for each City

The Zoning Ordinance implements general plan policies via detailed 

development regulations, such as specific use types and building standards  

• Codified in the Long Beach Municipal Code (LBMC), for what can be 

built where

• Allowable uses on each parcel

• Development standards, parking requirements, etc.

An Entitlement is approval from a regulatory body to use or develop land

• Permits required to build, remodel, expand

• Conditional or Administrative Use Permits

• Local Coastal Permits



What has changed since 1989?

Population, Infrastructure, and Physical 

Environment

 More than 44,000 new residents

 Tripling of throughput at the Port

 Opening and operation of the Metro Blue 

Line, expansion of the Metro system 

throughout Los Angeles County

 Major investments in bike and pedestrian 

infrastructure citywide

 Urban Renaissance in Downtown

 New aquarium and investment at the Pike



What has changed since 1989?

Changes in how we live, work, and shop

 In 1990 Tim Berners-Lee invented the first 

“WorldWideWeb” browser.

 E-Commerce now accounts for more than 

8% of retail sales and its growth continues.

 In 2002 the Grove at Farmers Market 

opened in Los Angeles, beginning a shift in 

shopping centers to focus on 

entertainment and experience and away 

from traditional malls and strip centers.

 The Navy completely left Long Beach and 

aerospace industry has declined, this year 

Boeing closed its C-17 facility.

 Major changes in citywide demographics 

including paradoxical rising population and 

falling public school enrollment.



Land Use Element

 Provides a map of 

allowable land uses, 

building types, and 

heights.

 Forecasts jobs and 

population, and 

establishes policy to 

accommodate those 

projections.

 Includes 

implementation 

measures to guide 

future public and 

private investment 

and development.



Open Space

PlaceTypes

Single-Family Neighborhood Multi-Family Neighborhood Neighborhood-Serving Centers and Corridors, Mixed-Use, and Transit-
Oriented Development

Community Commercial 
Centers and Corridors

Industrial Neo-Industrial

Downtown WaterfrontRegional-Serving Facility



Proposed
PlaceTypes



Proposed Heights

Proposed
Height Limits



City of Long Beach
Urban Design Element



Physical Character of the Urban Environment

 Relationship between people and place

 Acknowledgement of historical context and 
existing development patterns

 Building articulation as it relates to the street and 
its surrounding

 Pedestrian spaces

 Connectivity and linkages

 Spaces between buildings

2. Introduction: What is Urban Design?



PlaceTypes

Strategies and policies support 
PlaceType development to include 
the  following characteristics:

 Focus on form and character of 
PlaceTypes, rather than on land 
use designations

 Emphasis is placed on 
development patterns, 
streetscapes, and urban form 
components

 Urban Design explores how 
PlaceTypes relate internally and 
with adjacent PlaceTypes



 Review the document

 Talk to your friends, co-workers and neighbors

 Think about today but also about tomorrow

 Send us pictures of what you like in your neighborhood

 Send us pictures of problems, issues or challenges

 See something interesting on a building or street treatment, 
maybe while on vacation, snap a picture, share it with us.

 Write us, come to a meeting, email us, participate – its your City!

How You Can Help



Implementation

The plan is effective immediately 

and implementation will occur over 

multiple years.

Climate Action Plan

The General Plan EIR will obligate the 

City to complete a Climate Action Plan 

within three years.

Comprehensive Zoning 

Code Update

The City will propose zone change and 

changes to zoning code regulations in 

order to conform to the General Plan.

Other Elements

The City will update the noise and 

other elements of the General Plan 

over the coming years.

Next 

Steps



Land Use Element

Urban Design Element

Documents at 

http://www.lbds.info/planning/advance_planning/lb_2030/documents.asp

For more information contact:

Christopher Koontz, AICP

Advance Planning Officer

(562) 570-6288

christopher.Koontz@longbeach.gov

http://www.lbds.info/planning/advance_planning/lb_2030/documents.asp


Why Height Matters

• State requirement to accommodate 
population growth

• Resolving non conformity: existing 3-4 story 
buildings along corridors

• Reminder: allowable density versus what 
actually gets built
• Timeline
• Incentives
• costs

• Additional fixed costs for 2+ stories
• Elevators etc.

• Nodes along corridors in order to maintain 
founding/contemporary residential 
neighborhoods

Three-story townhomes.

Two-story, low-scale apartment building adjoining a 
Founding Neighborhood PlaceType in Bixby Knolls.


