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May 21st, 2017                                                                         

9:30 am 

 

 

 

 

Following Jesus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED IN GOD’S LOVE 

 



 2 

Most people in America, when they are exposed to the Christian faith, are not being 
transformed. They take one step into the door, and the journey ends. They are not being 
allowed, encouraged, or equipped to love or to think like Christ. Yet in many ways a focus on 
spiritual formation fits what a new generation is really seeking. Transformation is a process, 
a journey, not a one-time decision.”  - David Kinnaman 
 
“When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit 
of talent left, and could say, 'I used everything you gave me.”   -Erma Bombeck 
 

We would like a church that again asserts that God, not nations, rules the world, 
that the boundaries of God's kingdom transcend those of Caesar, and that the main 
political task of the church is the formation of people who see clearly the cost of 
discipleship and are willing to pay the price. –Stanely Hauerwaus 

 

God is stillspeaking  

No matter who you are 
or where you are on life’s journey … 

You are welcome here! 
A SPECIAL WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS! 

 

 Thank you for joining us today! We hope that you feel the warmth of God’s 
spirit here as we worship together!  Please complete the form (in the pew) 
to let us know a little more about you and place it in the offering plate. As 
our guests this day it is the only offering we ask. If you should have a prayer 
concern or would like to meet with the Pastor please indicate this next to 
your name.  Thank you! 

 

 Following worship please join us in Fellowship Hall for an informal 
Continental Breakfast. 

 Please note our worship services are online and televised, your participation 
in the service may be visible during these live ministries. If you should not 
wish your child to be on screen, please refrain from sending them forward 
during the children’s time or have them sit directly in front of the pews in 
the front. 

  

 Children are welcome in worship; however, should your child grow restless 
feel free to sit with them in the Parlor at the rear of the Sanctuary.  

 

 Nursery/childcare is available for children up to age 2 and is located just 
outside the parlor off the hallway.  

 

 Children are invited to attend Sunday School following the Children’s 
Message. Classes are offered for all ages. 

 

 Large print bulletins and hearing devices are available. Please ask an usher.   
   

 An elevator is at your disposal for all levels; our west entrance has a ramp. 
 

 Our Church Website is http://www.uccdg.org 
 Follow us on:  Twitter @ http://www.twitter.com/uccdg 

      Facebook @ http://facebook.com/uccdg 
      Web stream @ http://www.uccfn.org  

http://www.uccdg.org/
http://www.twitter.com/uccdg
http://facebook.com/uccdg
http://www.uccbroadcastministry.org/
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PRELUDE  Kelley Calpin 
 
CONFIRMANDS PROCESSION 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Scott 
     
*SHARING THE PEACE 
 
*OPENING SONG      Rise Up -Maher 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)  Pastor Scott 
 
God, You know us before we can even speak your name, “before I formed you 
in the womb, I knew you.” (- Jeremiah 1:5)  we give thanks that You are with 
us through every day, and every chapter of our lives. 
For Your constant love and presence on this life’s journey; at baptism 
and birth, at confirmation and through teen anxiety, at mid-life and 
through marriages and graduations, careers and retirements You are our 
God.   
Thanks be to God who makes us, sustains us, and redeems us in the power of 
Christ’s love. 
Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM          Natalie Maley 
 

Baptismal Song   #677  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise (v1&2) -Turner/Witt
  
Invitation and Words of Blessing to the Baptized  
Questions of Faith Identity 
Congregational Response of Support (read in unison) 
Natalie,  we thank God for you in the love of Christ. As your church 
family, we will do our best to walk with you as you grow in your 
journey with God as a disciple. We will seek to live out the faith we 
profess with you, and to learn from your faith and life as you each 
grow in Christ. We give thanks to God, rejoicing with the Holy Spirit, 
that as sisters and brothers in Christ, we can share this faith journey 
with you.  Amen. 
 
Baptism 
 
Baptismal Song   #677  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise (v3&4) -Turner/Witt 
 
Gifts and Prayer Congregational Care and Pastor Scott 
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CHILDREN’S SONG   
 
Jesus Loves Me (1st Verse) 
  
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE              Pastor Scott  
The Lord’s Prayer (read in unison)   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SONG  Jesus Loves Me (2nd verse) 
Jesus loves me still today,  
Walking with me on my way,  
Wanting as a friend to give, 
 Light and love to all who live. 
 
Children are dismissed to their Sunday School rooms. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING   
1st Corinthians 9:24-27 
2nd Corinthians 2:14-17, 3:1-3                                              Roger Lommatzsch    
   
MUSIC MINISTRY  I Will Follow -Tomlin 
     The Band 
 
MESSAGE           You Are Our Letter   Pastor Scott 
      
REFLECTION 
 
RECOGNITION OF OUR CONFIRMANDS THROUGH THE YEARS 
 
CONFIRMATION OF FAITH (Confirmands rise) 
Lucas Dea 
Patrick Jackson 
Erin Kaniewski 
Madison Reed 
Jacob Sandman 
Benjamin Schaub 
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Questions to the Confirmands 
 
(Brett Johnson) Your parents and grandparents passed this faith on to you.  In 
many cases they baptized you as infants making the promises of faith on your 
behalf.  But now you are older, and the choice to enter into a life long 
relationship with God in following Christ becomes your decision as the disciple 
God has called you to be.  Each of you has studied the Christian faith, you 
have also learned about the different teachings and traditions of worship 
throughout the church and in other faith traditions. You have worked to 
understand what confirming belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of your 
lives means and what it may cost you to follow Jesus in your life as a disciple.  
Is it your desire to continue in a life long relationship with Jesus the Christ?  If 
this is your desire this day – please respond: 
 
Confirmands: I have weighed the cost, and I seek to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
(Dena Provenzano) You have also learned what it is to be the church, not as a 
building but as a people. Each of you possesses different talents, gifts, and 
personalities.  You have learned and seen the power of God at work among 
you. Together we share our lives and our faith in knowing that we do not take 
this journey alone. Is it your desire to be an active and visible part of First 
Congregational United Church of Christ?  Will you live for faith as best as you 
are able to be an ambassador for Jesus that in hearing, seeing and witnessing to 
your life others might see Jesus visible in you? 
 
Confirmands: I will try, with all that I am, to reflect the life of Jesus in my 
life. 
 
(Pastor Kim) The life and teachings of Jesus are not easily followed. This walk 
with God will require much of you.  It will require faith, courage, and an 
opening of yourselves to the movements of God’s Spirit in your life. Is it your 
desire this day to open your life to following Christ so that those who know 
you might see your life and know that God is at the heart of who you are and 
what you stand for? 
 

Confirmands:  It is. I will seek to follow God with everything that I have. 
 

(Ralph Anderson) Confirmation is not an ending point but rather an equipping 
for a life-long journey with God. It is not about a “religion” practiced on 
Sunday, but a daily way of choosing to live that puts Jesus and God’s kingdom 
above all other aspects of our lives.  We recognize today that none of us are 
perfect.  There will be detours along the way; moments when we make 
mistakes and lose our way.  There will be times when life gets complicated and 
faith is stretched to its limits. But we also recognize, as you confirm the 
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blessings of your baptism, that it is God who remains always faithful in God’s 
promises to us. Trust in God’s grace, lead with compassion and mercy just as 
you have found love and grace in God.  
 

 ALL: By the grace of God we have come this far. It is God who will 
sustain us and God’s grace that will guide and lead us. 
 

(Pastor Scott) And now because of the work and commitment you have each 
made, preparing yourselves for a life of discipleship, we will ask each of you to 
come forward individually to receive your church family’s blessing, prayers, and 
to ask God to be with you in your daily journey of faith.   
 

Sharing of Individual Faith Verses, Faith Statements, and the  Laying on of 
Hands.  (Mentors, family, and friends are invited to come forward and to join us in the 
laying on of hands and prayer.) 
 
Presentation of Gifts to the Confirmands Dena Provenzano 
Thanks to Teachers and Mentors 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Joann Purcell 
Moment of Silent Prayer 
Prayer 
 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD Pastor Kim  
 Sharing Our Gifts with the Offertory  
    The Color Purple - Russell/Willis/Bray 
*Presentation of the Gifts with Praise (sung in unison)  
 
To God, all glorious heavenly light,  
To Christ revealed in earthly night, 
To God the Spirit now we raise,  
Our joyful song of thankful praise. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication                                            Pastor Kim
  
 
*CLOSING HYMN #559   Here I Am, Lord -Schutte 
 
*BENEDICTION Ancient Words  
One of our worship traditions to show our solidarity and love in community is 
to join hands and sing.  If you are visiting with us we invite you to join us in 
song and in spirit. 
 
*POSTLUDE Seasons of Love -Larson 
     The Band 
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OUR TIME OF WORSHIP TOGETHER HAS ENDED. 

NOW MAY OUR CHRISTIAN SERVICE BEGIN! 

 

 
         TODAY’S MUSICIANS 

Vocals: Kelley Calpin, Anthony Berg  
Guitar: Owen Cooper  Bass: Connor Roe Drums/Percussion: Justin Kono  

  Piano: Sara Younker  
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS AND COMMUNITY JOYS 

Rick and Genevieve Franz,  
 

Today’s Sunday School:. Today, our 1st & 2nd  graders will be in the Chapel 
and our 3rd – 5th graders will be in room 203. 3yrs. – K children will be in 
room 205 and our 6th graders will be in room 504.  Our nursery is just off the 
parlor in the north hallway. 
 
GREETERS: Karen & Nick Costanzi, Frances & Wendy Curin 
USHERS: Fred Borrowman, Eric Nelson, Dave Williams, Dick Hill 
HEAD USHER: Dirk Gutzke  
COUNTERS: Pat Lockett, Bill Lockett, Sr.  
(Lead Counter) Pam Swick 
 
This week’s continental breakfast will be served by Christian 
Education/Chicago Food Depository.  
 
 
 

This Week’s Announcements 
    

Sabbatical: Pastor Scott will be taking a well-earned sabbatical this summer. It 
is a time for rest, rejuvenation and further study, and Pastor Scott will be doing 
all of those things. He will be continuing mission work in South Africa, 
reconnecting with a former colleague in Kenya, continuing his ministry studies 
and even brushing up on his fluency in Spanish.  He will also be spending 
quality time with his family. It will be the first full sabbatical of his ministerial 
career and, considering that he has done much of the work of two ministers 
for most of his tenure with First Congregational, with all of the demands on 
his time, it is a well-deserved one. Pastor Scott will be away from our church 
from May 26 through Sept. 5. During that time, Pastor Scott will NOT be 
doing any of the following: preaching on Sunday or at Grounds of Hope, 
attending church activities, leading mission trips, orchestrating the church’s 
numerous outreach programs, leading the confirmands, visiting the sick, 
speaking at funerals, preaching at weddings (except for one prior 
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commitment), or doing the myriad of other things he does at FCC on a daily 
basis. Also, if your birthday falls between May 26 and Sept. 5, please note that 
he likely will not be calling you to extend birthday wishes, but you will be in his 
thoughts. In his absence, we will be in excellent hands with the support and 
leadership of both Pastor Kim and Cathy Sanders, our Minister of Pastoral 
Care and Visitation. We wish Pastor Scott the best on all of his summer 
endeavors. 
 

Church Business Office Volunteers Needed: We are looking for several 
volunteers to work in the church’s administrative office, Friday’s between 9:00 
am - 12:00 pm to answer phones starting June 2nd. We receive very few phone 
calls during this time, so feel free to bring  a laptop or crossword-puzzle. If you 
are interested, please contact Leslie at 630.968.0358 ext 221 for more details.  
 

Many More Thanks: I would like to thank FCLC and congregation for the 
beautiful 25th celebration dinner on Thursday, May 4th. It was well appreciated 
to see all the faces I’ve known down through the years. Your gifts, smiles and 
presence will hold a lifetime memory in my heart. Thank you all once again, 
Radika Jungwirth. 
 

Graduation Sunday: First Congregational United Church of Christ will host 
graduation Sunday on, June 4th  for graduating high school seniors and for 
collegiate seniors.  Please RSVP to the church administrative office  by 
Wednesday, May 24th. You may reply by sending us the graduate's name, 
graduating school, upcoming academic/business pursuit and a graduation 
photo. Please send this information to lmcfarland@uccdg.org. 
 

MANNA- NEW MERCHANTS:   If you did not already know we now 
stock Caputo's, Mariano's and Chipotle ($10 and $25) cards at the Manna 
Table.  There is now a Chipotle at Saratoga and Ogden. Remember, 
buying MANNA CARDS helps the church budget.  And Manna is simple to 
do: you purchase a gift card for the face value.  The merchant donates a 
percentage back to the church.  For instance, if you buy a $25 Chipotle card 
the church receives $2.75. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository Wednesday Night Repack: Join church 
members each Wednesday evening from 6:00 – 9:00 pm for a  food repack 
session. The Greater Chicago Food Depository is located at 4100 W. Ann 
Lurie Place, which is just off the Stevenson Expressway at Pulaski Road.  For 
more information, contact David Hersemann at dah5@comcast.net, or Laurel 
Carlson at lacduke@comcast.net 
 

Christian Witness in Society:  Make a positive difference. UCC.org examines 
current justice issues within the call to be the hands and feet of Jesus in today’s 
world, and offers opportunities to take personal action. Receive weekly justice 
action alerts from the UCC by going to ucc.org. Click on “Advocate for 
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Justice,” then click on “Take Action.” You can receive justice alerts by email or 
text.  Sign up. You CAN make a difference in the world. 
 

Women's Fellowship - Ladies of the Morning and Evening: Progressive 
Dinner!!! Everyone is welcome! Even MEN! Bring a friend, Friday, June 9, 6:30 
Appetizers – Edith Larson's house, 7:30 Dinner - Jan Hibbeln's house, 9:30 
Dessert - Peggy Gutzke's house. Think about whether you want to bring 
appetizers, dinner food (main course or side/salad) or dessert. Jan sets the 
tables for a nice sit down dinner, so we need a pretty accurate head count by 
Wed. June 7.  Contact me with who's coming and what you'd like to bring. If 
you have questions contact me at home: 630/971-1382  Cell:630/632-
3014  peggy.gutzke@gmail.com. 
 
 

Amazon Smile: When you shop @AmazonSmile, Amazon will make a 
donation to First Congregational United Church of Christ. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2361106 
 

Counters Needed: We need two new counters - One Sunday per month.  
Free on the job training! Please contact Larry Bryant if you are interested.  
Thanks!  
 

Habitat For Humanity could use your help for a few hours! Join us on 
Saturday, June 24th from 12:00 - 3:00pm at Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore, 
4100 Fox Valley Center Drive, Aurora, where we will be helping with various 
tasks such as sorting, organizing, receiving, or cleaning merchandise. We’ll be 
carpooling from church at 11:15am. If you’re interested, please contact Gail 
Clark at gclark214@comcast.net or 630-881-3362. (Volunteers must be 16 
years or older.) You don’t have to pound nails to be a part of providing safe, 
affordable, decent housing for families. Habitat for Humanity Fox Valley 
ReStore sells new and used building materials, furniture, lights, appliances and 
more.  Proceeds fund the building of houses for our local neighbors in need. 
Volunteering at ReStore has a direct impact on supporting this cause. 
 

SHARE the excitement!!  Youth and adult leaders will be traveling to Denver 
in June.  You can SHARE in the experience with a simple donation. With each 
SHARE you purchase, you donate $25 and agree to pray daily for the group 
while on the trip. For your contribution, you will receive a special daily email 
and an invitation to attend a presentation to hear from the members (date 
TBD).  Youth will be available to sell you a SHARE today and every Sunday in 
May. 
 

FCC Book Club: Our selection for June is "Snow Flower and the Secret Fan" 
by Lisa See. We are going to meet on Wednesday, June 7 at 6:30 pm in the 
Chapel. Even if you have not joined us before, you are more than welcome to 
come. Just read the book and be ready to participate in lively discussion. 
 
 
 

mailto:peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2361106
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Coming Up This Week 
SUNDAY, MAY 21, 2017 

Confirmation Sunday 

8:00 AM MCB Meeting Chairs & Designee 503 

9:30 AM - 10:30 PM Sunday School 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship Service-Sanctuary 

10:45 AM - 11:30 AM Drama 

10:45 AM - 11:30 AM Hallelujah Ringers Rehearsal 

11:00 AM Caring for Creation Team Meeting-503 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM HS Discussion-Library 

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM Junior Choir 

MONDAY, MAY 22, 2017 

6:00 AM Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous-Coffee House 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM Martial Arts Chapel 

7:00 PM Coffee House Meeting 

TUESDAY, MAY 23, 2017 

6:00 AM Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous-Coffee House 

10:00 AM Adult Coloring Group-Parlor 

7:00 PM Finance & Budget-Rm 503 

7:00 PM - 11:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal-Sanctuary 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 2017 

6:00 AM Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous-Coffee House 

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM Bible Study (at members' homes) 

11:00 AM Church Staff Meeting-Library 

12:00 PM Administrative Deadline for Bulletin 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Greater Chicago Food Depository Wednesday Night Repack 

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM Grounds of Hope Worship Service-Coffee House 

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Confirmation-Youth Room 

7:00 PM Constitutional Committee Meeting-503 

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Alanon meeting-Coffee House 

THURSDAY, MAY 25, 2017 

6:00 AM Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous-Coffee House 

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM FCLC Jumpbunch Chapel 

10:30 AM - 2:00 PM FCLC Year End Picnic 

6:30 PM Cabinet meeting-503 

6:30 PM ESL Conversation Group-Library 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 

7:00 PM Last Thursday-Two Way Coffee House Open Mike 

7:00 PM Last Thursday-Two Way Coffee House Open Mike 

7:00 PM Scouts-Fellowship Hall 

FRIDAY, MAY 26, 2017 

6:00 AM Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous-Coffee House 

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM Martial Arts Chapel 

8:15 PM Two Way Street Concert-Coffee House  

SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2017 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Memorial Sanctuary/Memorial Garden 

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Martial Arts Chapel 

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM All Bridge Saints-Fellowship Hall/Kitchen 

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Bluegrass Jam!-Coffee House    
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OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor ........................................... pastorscott@uccdg.org 
Rev. Kim Whisler-Vasko, Assoc. Minister of Faith Formation pastorkim@uccdg.org 
Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation ............. casanders3@aol.com 
Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries  ..................................... kcalpin@gmail.com 
Maria Carini, Assistant to the Minister of Music ............................ mcarin1m@aol.com 
Dena Provenzano, Director of Youth Ministries .................. dprovenzano@uccdg.org 
Jan Barker, Director of Children’s Ministries ...................................... jbarker@uccdg.org 
Leslie McFarland, Administrative Secretary ................................. lmcfarland@uccdg.org 
Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper…………………….. ........... bookkeeper@uccdg.org 
Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor ................................... Carll@uccdg.org 
Kim Choate, Director, First Congregational Learning Center ...  kchoate@uccdg.org 
Dave Humphreys, Two Way Street Coffee House ................ dave@twowaystreet.org 
Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist ............................................................. bill@symbolix.com 
Len Potter, Broadcasting Ministries .................................................. lenp@potterpro.com 
Justin Kono, Band Director  ......................................................... j.akira.kono@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

 

 

Each and every member of our church has a ministry! 
Church staff available 

Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Fridays by appointment. 
Office Phone: 630-968-0358 Office E-mail:  FCUCC@UCCDG.org 
In pastoral emergencies, Pastor Scott can be reached at 630-432-0380. 

 

*Visit our weekly Sunday Service on channel 6 each Sunday at 11:30am. 
 
 

 
 
 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
1047 Curtiss Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515                                      

630-968-0358  
Church Website www.uccdg.org 

Twitter @ http://www.twitter.com/uccdg 
Donate here          Facebook @ http://facebook.com/uccdg 
                             Broadcast Ministry http://uccfn.org/ 

First Congregational Learning Center 
FCLC Website: www.fclcdg.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fclcdg 
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