First Congregational
United Church of Christ

From the desk of Pastor Scott
Visioning update: It seems like the visioning process has been going on for a
long time. “Why are we doing this again?” It is my hope that in taking the time
and energy as a church to not only reflect on who we have been and who we are
today, that we can, with God’s guidance, push and challenge ourselves to be
mindful of the church God is calling us to be tomorrow, and the next day, and
the month after that.
Big picture questions- why are we here and what is our mission? Who are the
neighbors God has called us to intentionally and uniquely serve? What is the
underlying unifier to all that we do?
The vision of our church, if it is effective, will:


Build central purpose and unity to what we do



As a congregational church empower people of all ages to have ownership,
joy and pride in the work we do to the glory of God



Give us clarity of action so that future staff decisions, programs, missions,
worship and justice ministries can be channeled into one central vision- all
these things we say and do underscore the kind of church we are to those
who are here and those in our communities to whom our church ministers.
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From the desk of Pastor Scott continues
Give us a measure and guide: throughout the months and years ahead we can gauge action plans based on our vision casting. How well are we achieving this goal? Are we reaching people in the way we had hoped? Do these
programs embody who we have said we are striving to be as a faith community?
To date, we have had 3 focus groups, and 3 specially geared vision events to people of different age brackets. We
have sought input not only from our lifelong members but from new members and visitors… high school and confirmation age students and our children. I believe we have a good representation of who we are as church today
and who we hope to be as church tomorrow.
Very soon a small team will take all the feedback, strengths, concerns, and passions and finalize our 2018 long range
vision and mission statement and share it with the wider church so we can begin the future today. Thank you for
being the church YOU ARE!
Staffing:
With a staff of twelve we have quite an array of part and full time employees. Over my seven years here we’ve welcomed new staff and had to say goodbye to others. This is true of any organization just as it is in a church.
After four years with Leslie McFarland as our Administrative Secretary we will be saying a goodbye. Leslie has
brought an amazing spirit and heart to our office. She has been a hard worker and a woman of deep integrity. Over time we had run into difficulty in the areas of proofing and accuracy of materials going out. Leslie has
worked hard at this, but in the long run we could not get to a place where we were consistently meeting our communication and quality goals. We are grateful for all the hours and hard work and joy she has brought to our
office. Our staff and many of our members will truly miss her and wish her the very best in the adventures God has
next in store for her. Leslie will be with us through Tuesday October 9th. If you would like to take an opportunity
to thank her personally please come in and let her know how much her time with us has meant to you.
For those of you who have not had a chance to meet or hear about Sarah Forillo, we have a new face in our Christian Education Ministry. Sarah comes to us with a strong background in early childhood development, team management and marketing for children’s learning centers. She has come on board as our Sunday School Coordinator
to work with and recruit teachers, make sure our materials and rooms are ready, and ensure good communication
lines between parents and the church as to what our children are learning from week to week. Sarah will be with us
on Wednesdays and Sundays.

BLOOD DRIVE: Our next Blood Drive at First Congregational is OCTOBER 16 FROM 3-

7PM. All are welcome to come and see how easy it is to donate and be a lifesaver! One pint
of blood helps 3 people. In October, Heartland is giving to all who donate a Halloween
themed T-shirt. To make an appointment call AnnaMay Miller at 630-964-2004 evenings 5
-9pm. Remember walk-ins are always welcome.

Updates & Events

Fellowship Groups
Ladies of the Morning and EveningWomen’s Fellowship -10/5 9:30-11:30
AM We're heading to Homer Glen for
breakfast/Stitch & Chat. Denise Hoytt has
invited us to her home to continue meeting and eating at people's homes as we do
during the summer. Eat & Chat, Denise
Hoytt, 14752 Cinnamon Creek Ln. Homer
Glen,IL 60491- 708/932-0608. Bring food
to share. Contact Denise if you plan on
coming. denisehoytt@me.com. We can
carpool from the church.
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POSTCARD PARTY
We are hosting two postcard parties in October.
The postcard parties are an easy way to be involved in the upcoming election. We will have
postcards to personalize and address to people
who have voted in the past, reminding them to
vote in the November 6 election. This is a nonpartisan event, and the cards are being sent to registered voters in the 6th Illinois District.
Please join us Thursday, October 18 at either session, 2-4 PM or 7-9 PM in Fellowship Hall. We will
provide beverages and snacks - you provide the
writing! Donations of stamps are welcomed. Bring
a friend along too!

Two weeks later we'll stay at the church
for Stitch and Chat in the Parlor, Friday,
October 19, from about 9:30-11:30 AM.
You don't need to bring anything to
stitch, but can just hang out and chat.
This is a very casual gathering. Come if
and when you can, even if for only a few
minutes. Questions? Contact
me, Peggy Gutzke Home: 630/9711382 Cell:630/6323014 peggy.gutzke@gmail.com
FCC Brothers Social Events: We are full
speed ahead. Sunday, October 14th at 12
noon at Emmett’s we will meet to watch
the Bears play Miami. Men, (working or
retired) please join us as we rejuvenate
FCC Brothers. For more info, contact Eric Nelson at nelson4dg@sbcglobal.net, or
(630) 740-8451.

New Bible Study begins October 16
Would you like to develop skills so you can have respectful conversations with others with different views,
whether family members, co-workers, or strangers? Do you desire a safe place to share your thoughts and
musings on the current theological, political, and moral issues that face us today? Would you like to
strengthen your spiritual journey by developing new and positive habits that can give meaning and purpose
to your life? Then mark your calendars and plan to gather with Pastor Karen on Tuesdays, Oct 16, 23, 30
and Nov. 6 and 13 at either 1pm or 6:30pm. Come and explore more deeply the “Habits of the Heart: Practicing a Faith Worthy of the Human Spirit.”

CARING FOR CREATION-Leaf Mulch: Nature’s Natural Fertilizer

Fall is here and that means watching football, eating crisp apples, admiring changing
leaf colors and. . .raking and bagging those leaves.

But hold on! You can reduce your time spent raking, save money and give nature a helping hand when
you ‘bag the leaf bags.’ Simply attach your catcher bag to the lawnmower and mow right over all the
leaves. When the bag fills, remove it and spread the mulched leaves under your trees and over your
planting beds up to two inches thick. Do not cover existing plants. Remember – no volcano mulch – any
type of mulch should be pulled several inches away from the base of the tree, shrub, or perennial.

Don’t have a catcher bag on your mower? No problem - rake those leaves into a low pile and run your
mower back and forth over the leaves. Or run them through a chipper/shredder. Breaking the leaves into
smaller pieces helps them break down faster when you spread them around your plants, or add them to
your compost pile.

Putting leaf mulch around trees and shrubs has multiple benefits. Over the course of the winter and
spring, the leaves will break down to improve your soil. God in her infinite wisdom as Master Gardener
has created soil organisms such as bacteria, fungi, insects, and earthworms, which digest the leaves and
mix them into the soil, adding nutrients for your plants to use.

Decaying leaves and other plant material help hold moisture in the soil, and improve soil aeration – something that the Chicago area’s natural clay soil can always use. The large pieces of plant material create
small pockets in the soil, allowing rain water to be absorbed easier, and providing multiple routes for air
and water to reach plants’ roots.

Here are some other tips to prepare your garden for winter:


Winter can be very dry, so water your garden thoroughly before the ground freezes. This is particularly important for evergreen trees and shrubs that need water for their leaves year round.



Cut back perennials, especially tall ones that are drooping to about eight inches above the ground.
Leave others, such as native grasses and coneflowers, for example, to provide visual interest and food
for birds during the winter.



If you have a compost bin or pile, add some of your shredded leaves to that.
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