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From the desk of Pastor Scott…. 

ALL CHURCH SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 We will hold a special meeting of the Church on  
Sunday November 18th immediately following church in    

 fellowship hall. 
I see this meeting as important and exciting for our 

future together! The purpose of the meeting will be twofold: 
 The first part of the meeting will focus on sharing the 

final product of our Church Vision process.  We will share 
the new church vision statement and the mission attributes 
that we will strive for in the future.  These statements will be 
the core of the values we have in our calling to be a church  
today and into the future.  As we move forward they will help 
us as reference points in strategic planning and as a way to 
measure how our programs and ministries, our staff work, 
missions and worship fit into the church we are striving to 
be.   The goal of this is that all missions and programs are 
collectively working to be the church we believe we are 
called to be.  With this will come a) better communication b)   
a more unified message and c) provide clarity to who we are 
as a church both for our members, and just as importantly 
for those who are hearing of our church for the first time.   
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2018-2019  Stewardship Drive    Beyond the Building 

                In the past four years, we have dealt with a lot trying to address long standing building issues,  

safety updates, leaking sanctuary roofs, and the property’s susceptibility to flooding by doing a lot of   

mitigation work when we repaved the driveway.  In short, we have tried to be better stewards of our  

ministry base of operations.   

                The bigger stewardship mission is being stewards of the good news of Jesus.  How do we live out 

our mission and faith values beyond these walls?  How do we speak to the value of every human being? 

How are they treated both within the Church, our culture and our nation?  How do we wrestle with living 

in such ways as we respect what God has created?  How do we live in better harmony with one another 

and the rest of creation?  How do we help people who have been disillusioned or wounded by the Church 

get reconnected to God?  How do we present a more loving, grace filled, beautiful gospel than the narrow 

and limited Jesus message that is sometimes loudly and coercively pushed into our world?  How are we 

living as God’s people with what God has given us beyond our building- where church is more than a 

place (1047 Curtiss Street) but, a series of God-given values that daily we fight for, strive for and try to live 

out?   

                This year as we highlight how we are stewards of the generous gifts God has given us, we’d like 

to challenge each individual and family to consider ways that stretch us into sharing those values.  To be 

a Church that is visible and active both in our community and the world, we must share these values 

through our time, volunteerism, service, our voices, the empowerment of others to speak out and our 

dollars and cents. Our purpose is to help people connect to God and one another to live, learn and love 

like Jesus.   

Continued….. 

 Prior to 2015 we had 17 ministries :  Missions, Justice, Worship and Arts, Personnel,    
Cabinet, Building and Grounds, Fellowship, Congregational Care, Finance and Budget,            
Endowment, FCLC, Stewardship, Leadership, Evangelism, Christian Education, Pastoral          
Relations, and Audit. We had voted that each ministry should/could be comprised of 6 to 8 
members.  At that  ideal number to have full functioning ministries at minimum (6) we’d have a 
need of 112 volunteers and at maximum (8) we’d have a need for 136 volunteers.  During the 
course of recruiting new leaders to fill these positions we are getting (or trying to get) 1/3 of 
those numbers or a minimum of 37 volunteers per year.  If you have looked at our slate the past 
3-4 years, or spoken with anyone on stewardship and leadership, we have had a very difficult 
time getting our  ministries fully filled. 

But the more critical link that needs addressing in my mind’s eye, is that we tend to go 
about filling our ministries with those who are readily available, not by describing what is   
needed and finding people who really have the passion or skill, or calling to engage their faith in 
an area of the church where they really feel led to serve and contribute. 
 This proposal will address both of these needs.  It seeks to start from a place of prayer, 
training, and connecting peoples’ gifts and talents to our church vision and the needs and goals 
of the ministry.  Come, hear and learn more about the proposed restructure- its strengths and 
potential challenges on November the 18th– Fellowship Hall 11am. 

 The second part of the meeting will speak to a newly worked restructuring of our church 
governance and ministry teams.  Why would we wish to do this?  Did we not spend some time 
combining ministries in recent years?  The answer is yes we did combine some like ministries 
and missions.  But here is why this is being revisited today:   



 

 

 

PADS  

Work Volunteers:  Joan Brown, David Burke, Lyle Cheever, Karen Costanzi, Joyce Doemland, Mary 

Dove, Deb/Tom/Eleni Eisenhart, Lora Finucane, Nancy Hessler, Susan Keys, Emily Kiang, Barb Kilar, Art 

Langland, Patty Lewis, Lisa Lockett and friend, Kathryn Luco, Marita Moniger, Judy Murrison, Eric/Joyce 

Nelson, Lynn Niemi,  Pastor Scott Oberle, Rosalie Oppenheim, Vicki Peters, April Prescott, Lindsey/Corinne 

Rensch, Greg Skiba, Dave/Margaret Swartz, Jen Teelucksingh,  Jerry Topel, Laurie Tsukuno, Fred Widmann, 

Dave Williams 

Food Donations:  Lima Barnes, Gerry Beckwell, Nancy Burke, Laurel Carlson, Vicki Christiansen, 

Loralei Collins, Barb Compton,  Cheryl Comerford, Trudi Connick, Karen Costanzi, Beth Dea, Joyce    

Doemland, Mary Dove, Deb/Tom Eisenhart, Lydia Faber, Larry Ferries, Lora Finucane, Sarah Forillo, Janet 

Freels, Sandy Gales, Perlie Havel, Brendan/Jennifer Hallett, Barb Hammack, Nancy Hessler, Virginia Hopley, 

Marilyn Jelinek, Susan Keys, Barb Kilar, Jane Langland, Sue Larsen, Patty Lewis, Lisa Lockett, Kathryn Luco, 

AnnaMay Miller, Marita Moniger, Ann Mullen, Judy Murrison, Joyce Nelson, Diane Nichols, Laurie Olsen, 

Rosalie Oppenheim, Joann Purcell, Michelle Rafacz, Elaine Smith, The Swartzs, Jen Teelucksingh, Sandy 

Toleikis, Mary Vercellino, Pam Wiemerslage, Debbie Williams, LindaWojciak, and  Angelo’s Market on   

Maple who donated meat, cheese, and bread for lunches and 4 gallons of milk every week. 

 We served about 30-70 servings on five Mondays.  There were many compliments on the food from 

the guests. My heartful thanks and a big hug to those who volunteered to work, particularly those who 

signed up multiple times!  Thanks to the very helpful confirmands, who came in the evening to help set up 

and make lunches.  Also, a big thanks to the Downers Grove North High School students who came early in 

the morning to clean up and the Girl Scout Troop 51928 from Herrick Middle School who organized our 

kids activities.   Special thanks to Lisa Lockett, who got her coworkers from Advocate Nurses to provide all 

the food and dinner shift volunteers for Monday, Oct. 22.  The regular staff of PADS and the coordinators 

Tom Williams and Dave Hersemann were always willing to help.  Thank you for making this a great out-

reach!  ~ Char & Bob Wild 

PADS Fundraiser: 
 Thanks to everyone who supported the fundraisers at City BBQ in September and October. We may 
be doing another in December.  
 
 Christmas Eve falls on a Monday this year meaning our PADS guests will awake on Christmas   
morning sleeping on the floor in a church basement. We will again collect gift ideas from each regular guest 
in hopes to provide them gift cards for the adults and presents for the children. Each card/gift will be about 
$50. Please contact Tom Williams if you are able to participate.   
 If you purchase gift cards directly through Manna and wish to get credit for your donation on your 
contribution statement, you will need to let Tom know to inform the bookkeeper. 
 
Santa and Mrs Claus will be visiting our PADS kids on the evening of Monday December 17.  They may     
resemble former Ministers at our church.   Additional details to follow.  

A big thank you to all of the following who helped make October a very successful 

month for the PADS program. There were many new work volunteers and food donators. We couldn’t have done it 

without the support of all of you!   It was such a pleasure working with so many wonderful people. 



 Thank you FCCDG and friends! We put out the call for  help and you came through - we 
ended up with over 100 volunteers and took in over $8300, breaking two records! The garage sale 
was a huge success in so many ways, providing outreach, fellowship, help to those in need,    
funding and environmental stewardship. Many thanks to those who donated items, shopped, and 
worked the sale. We have attempted to list all the volunteers below, and apologize if we left       
anyone out. We truly appreciate all of you who lent a hand-we could not have done this without 
you! In addition we would like to thank staff members Carl, Leslie, Kim R., Kim C., and Dena for 
their support; Laurie Olsen for creating our wonderful new outdoor sign; and  Boy Scout Troop 
55, FCC Brothers, Confirmation class, and Ladies of the Morning for providing so many of our 
workers. With gratitude from the Garage Sale Committee: David Burke, Gail Clark,               
Trudi Connick, Peggy Gutzke, Jan Hibbeln, Joyce Nelson, Cathy Sanders, Elaine Smith,         
Debbie Stelling, Sandy Toleikis, Donna Wadycki, and Kathy Walczak. 
 
AL WINIECKI 
ALAN PROCHOT 
ANDY STELLING     
ANN ALBERT 
ANNA MAY MILLER 
ANNA SANDMAN 
ARLA YOUSEF 
ARLENE IVERS 
BARB BOLLENBERG 
BARB COMPTON 
BARB HAMMACK 
BARB KILAR 
BETH DEA 
BETTY SABA 
BILLY HOIS 
BOB KATREIN 
BOBBI CULBERTSON 
BRETT JOHNSON 
BRETT WEISS 
CAROL KULLEN 
CAROLE ZOELLER 
CAROLINE HALLET 
CHAR WILD 
CLINT MOBLEY 
CORINNE AHYEE 
CYNDY DAVENPORT 
DAVE HERSEMANN 
DAVE HUMPHREYS 
DAVE WILLIAMS 
DEB EISENHART 
DEBBIE ANDERSON 
DEBBY WILLIAMS 
DEE GLASSFORD 
DENNIS LEWIS 
DICK HILL 
EDITH LARSON 
ELENI EISENHART 
ERIC NELSON 
FRED WIDMANN 
GENEVIEVE FRANZ 
GERRY BEDWELL 
GREG SKIBA 
JACK GALES 
JAMES BOERSMA 
 

JOHN HIBBELN 
JOHN VERCELLINO 
JOYCE DOEMLAND 
JUDY BUNTING 
JUDY HARRY 
JUDY MURRISON 
KAREN COSTANZI 
KAREN NACHTIGALL 
KELLY DAHLE 
LANCE BEIGH 
LARRY FERRIES 
LAURA LOCKETT 
LAURA OSIKA 
LEN CLARK 
LILLI PURCELL 
LINDA PROCHOT 
LORA FINUCANE 
MARGARET DAHLE 
MARK HERRICK 
MARK LOCKETT 
MARY DOVE 
MARY LOU CHRISTIANSEN 
MARY VERCELLINO 
MARY WINIECKI 
MICHELLE MOBLEY 
MICHELLE OLSEN 
MIKE MACKENDER 
NADINE BAHAVEOLOS 
NANCY BURKE 
NANCY KUPKA 
NICK COSTANZI 
PAM WEIMERSLAGE 
PASTOR SCOTT OBERLE 
PATTY LEWIS 
PAULA RHODES 
RAY ALBERT 
RICH TOLEIKIS 
ROSALIE OPPENHEIM 
ROY WEIMERSLAGE 
SANDY GALES 
SHIRLEY KONRATH 
SHIRLEY REARDON 
STEPHIE WEISS 
SUE LARSEN 
SUSAN KEYS 
TANA PURCELL 
TOM EISENHART 
TOM RUSCHKE 
VICKI CHRISTIANSEN 
WILL GALES 
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Ladies of the Morning and Evening Women’s Fellowship : 

 We're going out for Lunch!  Friday, November 2 at 11:30 AM at BRIO Tuscan Grille   

Yorktown Center 330 Yorktown Shopping Center, Lombard, IL 60148 (630) 424-1515 

 

For reservations, contact Peggy Gutzke 630-971-1382 peggy.gutzke@gmail.com 

 Stitch and Chat in the Parlor, Friday, November 16, 9:30-11:30am 

You don't need to bring anything to stitch, but can just hang out and chat. 

This is a very casual gathering.  Come if and when you can, even if for only a few minutes.  

 Save the date: Women’s Fellowship Annual Christmas Brunch --Friday, December 7, 9:30-

12:30AM. Join us at our annual Christmas Brunch. All are welcome! As usual, our lovely 

Jan Hibbeln will be our gracious hostess.  We’ll meet at her home at 1505 Gilbert in DG at 

9:30am.  Please bring a dish to share.   

Contact Jan at 630/728-4843 or email: janhibbeln@sbcglobal.net 

Teens:  

Bridge Communities Sleep  Out Saturday on November 3, 2018  6p-November 4, 2018 11a  The Youth 

Ministry will be camping out in the park  to raise money and awareness for homelessness.  Make a 

pledge to First Congregational UCC, Downers Grove — Bridge Communities: Connecting homeless 

families to a better future 

https://www.bridgecommunities.org/FirstCongregationalUCCyouthSOS 

BLOOD DRIVE THANK YOU 

Thank you: Mark Herrick, Ron Moravec , Judy Murrison, Gail Jaroski, Judy Harry, Cathy Sanders,  

and Sue Larsen for your help at the October 16th Blood Drive.  A special thanks to Pat Lockett for 

her delicious cookies for our treat table.  We would also like to thank all of our 17 successful donors 

for another successful event!  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: OUR NEXT BLOOD DRIVE IS JANUARY 15, 2019.   

Bible Study Continues  

Habits of the Heart: Practicing  a Faith Worthy of the Human Spirit: 

Would you like to develop skills so you can have respectful conversations with others with different 

views, whether family members, co-workers, or strangers? Do you desire a safe place to share your 

thoughts and musings on the current theological, political, and moral issues that face us today? 

Would you like to strengthen your spiritual journey by developing new and positive habits that can 

give meaning and purpose to your life?  Then mark your calendars and plan to gather with Pastor 

Karen on Tuesdays, Oct 16, 23, 30 and Nov. 6 and 13 at either 1pm or 6:30pm. Come and explore 

more deeply the “Habits of the Heart: Practicing a Faith Worthy of the Human Spirit.” 

https://www.brioitalian.com/index.html 

https://www.bridgecommunities.org/FirstCongregationalUCCyouthSOS
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Children’s Christmas Pageant: 

Meal Express:  

 We are looking for volunteers who will prepare (or purchase a prepared meal) and deliver 
meals to members of our church who would appreciate this gesture.  This service could be for        
sickness, new baby, hospitalization, etc. Please sign up after church in Fellowship Hall.                   
Contact April Prescott at 630-846-0469, amprescott@sbcglobal.net,                                                         
or Gail Jaroski at 630-916-0149, jarosk19@comcast.net 

Building and Grounds: 
 Our church building is very busy seven days every week.   Carl Lorek works Monday-Friday. 
Earlier this year, we contracted Jan Pro to clean certain areas of the church on Saturday evenings 
along with the FCLC areas.  Sometimes that is still not enough coverage. Please cleanup after your 
meetings. Please leave the room in a better condition than you found it. It is a shared responsibility 
by everyone using our building to keep it clean 24/7.  
 Thanks to generous members, near and far, who provided funding for the new HD projector 
in the rear of the Sanctuary. Now that all projectors are HD, the quality of our online transmission is 
improved.  
 We also upgraded the PC in Len Potter’s studio in room 501. Len was dealing with repeated 
outages on Sunday mornings.  
 New LED light fixtures were recently installed in rooms 603-605 and the Youth Room thanks 
in part to rebates from Comed. Each fixture is equipped with a sensor to help conserve electricity.  
 We have significantly reduced our consumption of kWH by investing in new AC rooftop units 
and converting most of our lights to LED. However, our Comed electric bills are similar in amount to 
2016.   Please turn out lights when you leave a room or the building at the end of the day.  

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

 This year we will host at least nine other churches as part of our United and Uniting values 

to work to find common ground and points of unity with other denominations, churches and faiths 

in our local community.  We will celebrate with gratitude all that God has done and is doing in our 

lives here in Downers Grove.  The service will also include the Men’s Spirito Choir.  Following the 

service we will give thanks for our blessings over pie and ice cream in Fellowship Hall.  Please con-

sider bringing a dessert to share.  Service begins at 7:30pm on TUESDAY , November 20th.   

Hanging of the Greens for Christmas!  

 Join Worship and Arts following worship on November 25th as we decorate the sanctuary and 

Parlor for Advent.  A longtime tradition of our church, we will be assembling and decorating the 

Crismon Tree, the standing Advent wreath, garlands, etc. as we prepare for another joyous       

Christmas season.  We can use many people of all ages but will need some strong people to help 

with storage boxes and larger items. Grab a cup of coffee at coffee hour and meet in the sanctuary!    

 The Sunday morning service is now being re-broadcast on Cable Channel 19 at 4:30pm every  

Sunday to 35 Greater Chicago area networks!   Thank you Len Potter for making this possible! 

Calling all young actors!  During Advent we will be hosting a Children’s Christmas Pageant at the   
beginning of service on December 23rd.  Rehearsals will be right after Sunday School until 11:15am.  All 
of our little friends that do not want a speaking part (angels and animals) will only rehearse the 
morning of the pageant. Contact Michelle Rafacz at mdemumbrum@yahoo.com  if interested. 

mailto:amprescott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jarosk19@comcast.net
mailto:mdemumbrum@yahoo.com


2019 Dance Lessons 

 For those who’d like to hit the dance floor in style at the Christian Fellowship   

dinner gala or some other event, but need to dust off their dancin’ shoes a bit, we will be 

offering six weeks of group dance lessons on Friday evenings in the Fellowship Hall 

starting January 11th.  For more details contact Lynn Niemi. 

2019 Fellowship Dinner Gala 

 Christian Fellowship is hosting a dinner gala on Saturday, February 23rd. The event 

will be held at Carriage Greens Country Club in Darien. Dinner will be family style, and 

a cash bar will be available. The cost will be $50 per person. Watch for details as to time 

and where to buy tickets in the December and January Pilgrims and bulletins. Friends 

from outside the church are also welcome to attend. 





 

 

 

CARING FOR CREATION-Leaf Mulch: Nature’s Natural Fertilizer 

 

Fall is here and that means watching football, eating crisp apples, admiring changing leaf colors and.  .  
.raking and bagging those leaves. 

 

But hold on!  You can reduce your time spent raking, save money and give nature a helping hand when 
you ‘bag the leaf bags.’  Simply attach your catcher bag to the lawnmower and mow right over all the 
leaves.  When the bag fills, remove it and spread the mulched leaves under your trees and over your 
planting beds up to two inches thick.  Do not cover existing plants.  Remember – no volcano mulch – any 
type of mulch should be pulled several inches away from the base of the tree, shrub, or perennial. 

 

Don’t have a catcher bag on your mower?  No problem - rake those leaves into a low pile and run your 
mower back and forth over the leaves.  Or run them through a chipper/shredder.  Breaking the leaves into 
smaller pieces helps them break down faster when you spread them around your plants, or add them to 
your compost pile. 

 

Putting leaf mulch around trees and shrubs has multiple benefits.  Over the course of the winter and 
spring, the leaves will break down to improve your soil.  God in her infinite wisdom as Master Gardener 
has created soil organisms such as bacteria, fungi, insects, and earthworms, which digest the leaves and 
mix them into the soil, adding nutrients for your plants to use. 

 

Decaying leaves and other plant material help hold moisture in the soil, and improve soil aeration – some-
thing that the Chicago area’s natural clay soil can always use.  The large pieces of plant material create 
small pockets in the soil, allowing rain water to be absorbed easier, and providing multiple routes for air 
and water to reach plants’ roots. 

 

Here are some other tips to prepare your garden for winter: 

 Winter can be very dry, so water your garden thoroughly before the ground freezes.  This is particular-
ly important for evergreen trees and shrubs that need water for their leaves year round.  

 Cut back perennials, especially tall ones that are drooping to about eight inches above the ground. 
Leave others, such as native grasses and coneflowers, for example, to provide visual interest and food 
for birds during the winter. 

 If you have a compost bin or pile, add some of your shredded leaves to that. 

 





  
 The better you understand Medicare, the smarter decisions you can 
make about it – no matter if you’re enrolling for the first time, investi-
gating changes to your current coverage, or wanting to learn more to 
help a family member make better decisions. 
 

And now is the ideal time to do so – because Open Enrollment is taking 
place now! 
  

 Join John Vercellino on November 11th after service in the Parlor as he 
discusses Medicare’s parts and what they cover, eligibility and enrolling, 
coverage options, and Medicare resources and tools.  John is a certified 
Senior Healthcare Insurance Program volunteer with the State of Illinois 
Department of Aging and helps people make informed decisions regard-
ing Medicare. 



First Congregational UCC * 1047 Curtiss Street           

Downers Grove, IL 60515 Phone: (630) 968.0358  

Email: office@uccdg.org  Website: www.uccdg.org    

Broadcast: www.uccbroadcastministry.org  

Other Communications: www.twitter.com/uccdg  

www.facebook.com/uccdg  

FCC Learning Center: www.facebook.com/fdcdg  
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