EASTER, happy Easter. It may come as a surprise to many of you that in the
first thousand years of the church Christmas was rarely celebrated. Easter was the
high Holy day of the Church, and for good reason. Easter encapsulates the power
of God; life over death, hope over gloom and despair, light over darkness and love
over hate. Yet, once again the pendulum of history has swung and Christmas has
taken the driver’s seat. As one confirmand recently told me, “Maybe it’s just easier
for people to be happy and celebrate the birth of a baby, than to contemplate the
death and resurrection of a grown up.” Maybe indeed. Maybe the Jesus of
Christmas is more approachable. Maybe the gloom and inner reflection of Lent is
too uncomfortable as we wrestle with our shortcomings and our need to grow
closer to God.
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However, the truth remains: The world, the church, and each of us, needs
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page 8
We need it. I pray we can find it and reclaim it soon. The world could do with a
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May we each carry Easter light far beyond Easter Sunday. Happy Easter.
Pastor Scott

Get Connected!
UPCOMINGApril 29th following our church service is our 2nd church visioning meeting at 11am in Fellowship Hall,
Lunch provided, and free will offering of $5 per person suggested. May 2nd 7pm in Fellowship Hall is
the alternative date. Light refreshments and beverages provided.
The topic: The difficulty in change. What challenges or opportunities exist internally and externally
that will need to be faced as we strive to be the church God calls us to be? Child care provided.
We thank over 130 church members, youth and visitors who participated thus far! We hope a few
more will join us for this discussion. Please plan 1.5 hours of meeting time. Thank you in advance!
For those unable to attend either session we will provide a means for online feedback to gather as
much input from the congregation as possible.
Pastor Scott

Monday 1:00pm & 6:30pm
Bible Study

What Does God Require of Us?
March 19-April 16
God does a lot for us, no doubt about it. And, for the most part, we are aware of that and very grateful. The
question I have been wrestling with lately is: what do we do for God? All relationships are by nature two-sided,
meaning there is a flow of giving and receiving. If all the giving is done by one and all the receiving by the other,
the relationship soon fails, or at least becomes stagnant.
Our relationship with God is the same way. If the relationship is to be healthy and thriving, God cannot be the
sole giver; there has to be some giving on our part as well. Much of scripture is reflective of God’s expectations
of us, but the prophet Micah stated it most clearly in Micah 6:8: “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
This study will focus on some of the habits and attitudes common to growing disciples: surrender, or the willingness to let God change us; openness and vulnerability; self examination; belief in the power of God as well as
the existence of God; and sacrifice. We will look at the stories of Nicodemus, the Woman at the Well, the healing of the blind beggar, the raising of Lazarus, and Jesus’ final entry into Jerusalem.
Pastor Karen

Get Connected!
Online Registration is NOW OPEN. Register at rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/uccdg.
Vacation Bible School will be held June 18-22. We will be going on a Rolling
River Rampage adventure. Don’t miss out on the fun!!! Contact Michelle Rafacz
with any questions (mrafacz@uccdg.org).

Get Connected!
Thursday, June 7th Thursday at Grant Park There will be a run/walk called Strides for Peace that we’d like to
invite any and all church runners and walkers to join us in. 5 and 8k runs and a 2mile run/walk. This race is
specifically hosted by an organization committed to raising awareness about the problems and levels of Chicago gun violence and how neighborhoods can work together to at the local level build stronger communities, positive outreach for children and teens to keep them off the streets and out of gangs…and to change
the level of violence in many of Chicago ‘s neighborhoods. More information at https://
www.stridesforpeace.org/race/

Women's Fellowship - Ladies of the Morning and Evening
We're going out for Dinner! Friday, April 6 at 6:30 PM at Golden Bowl Restaurant (Chinese
food) 6313 Fairview Ave, Westmont, IL 60559, 630/852-6688, goldenbowlwestmont.com. If
you plan on coming please email or call me. It is nice to have some idea of how big a table to get.
Two weeks later we'll stay at the church for Stitch and Chat in the Parlor, Friday, April 20, from about 9:30
-11:30 AM. You don't need to bring anything to stitch, but can just hang out and chat. This is a very
casual gathering. Come if and when you can, even if for only a few minutes. Reminder: Progressive Dinner is June 1! Be sure it's on your calendar! Questions? Contact
me, Peggy Gutzke Home: 630/971-1382 Cell:630/632-3014 peggy.gutzke@gmail.com

How to Save Three Lives
in Less Than an Hour: The
demand for blood is increasing every year. However, the supply of blood isn’t increasing fast enough
to keep up with the growing demands. Heartland
Blood Centers need to collect over 177,000 units of
blood to meet the daily transfusion demand of 600
pints of blood for patients in the hospitals they
serve. You save three lives by donating only one unit
of blood. The ONLY source of blood is people like
you. Blood is perishable. A patient undergoing a
major operation may need 15-20 pints and an accident victim 1-90 units. Wouldn’t it be worth it if you
knew you could be saving up to 3 lives? Come and
see how easy and safe it is to become a life saver at
our next blood drive: Tuesday April 17, 2018 from 3
to 7pm. You can make a difference! A proud feeling
of having saved many lives is priceless! To make an
appointment call AnnaMay Miller at 630-964-2004
evenings 5-9pm.

Get Connected!
End Plastic Pollution
Ending plastic pollution is the 2018 Earth Day theme. Since the 1950s, we’ve
produced 9.1 billion tons of plastic, and 6.9 billion tons has ended up as waste.
Only 9% is recycled, and the rest goes to landfills or the environment. If current
plastic use trends continue, there will be 13.2 billion tons of plastic waste in
landfills and the environment by 2050.
Plastics are a health hazard. Plastic containers, nonstick pans, and packaging film
leach chemicals into food. Research has shown correlations between plastic
chemical levels and reproductive system abnormalities, cancer, and metabolic diseases such as
diabetes and obesity.
Plastic is a climate hazard. It’s a petroleum product, and accounts for 8% of global oil production.
Plastic production releases greenhouse gases and contributes to global warming.
The Earth Day Network recommends 5 steps you can take to fight plastic pollution:
Reduce
Bring re-usable cloth bags to shop at all stores. Use mesh bags for produce.
Stop buying water in single use plastic bottles.
Buy items in bulk, and avoid items with excessive plastic packaging.
Refuse
Say no to plastic straws. (Does anyone over age 7 really need a straw for water or pop?)
Refuse plastic bags for your purchases.
Re-Use
Get a reusable water bottle instead of single use plastic water bottles. Caring for Creation will sell you
a reusable bottle for $5!
Bring a dish, metal silverware, and a mug to your office to use for lunches, beverages, and snacks.
Use reusable containers, or wax lined bags for sandwiches, instead of single use plastic bags.
If you often bring leftovers home from restaurants, bring your own reusable storage containers.
Consider washable cloth diapers instead of disposable plastic diapers.
Recycle
Recycle the plastic that you can’t refuse or re-use, but check with your local waste recycler to sure
you’re recycling properly. Most recyclers accept plastic coded 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 7.
Take plastic bags, newspaper sleeves, and dry cleaning bags to the grocery store for recycling.
Remove
Remove existing plastic from the environment by participating in beach, river, forest, or roadside
cleanups.
The Conservation Foundation’s annual DuPage River Sweep is Saturday, May 19. See
www.theconservationfounation.org for details.
Go to www.earthday.org for links to many articles and videos, plus a Plastic Primer Pollution and Action Kit, which includes a plastic pollution footprint calculator, and a personal plastic reduction plan.

Laurel Carlson, for the Caring for Creation team

Church Garage Sale
While doing your spring cleaning, decluttering, or
preparing for a move this year, please remember that
our annual Church Garage Sale will be taking place the weekend of
September 22nd! Because this is not only a major fundraiser, but
also an important mission and outreach opportunity for our church,
your donations of furniture, household items, sports equipment,
electronics (except older TVs), tools, books, music/movies, jewelry,
collectibles, crafts, baby items, toys, games, holiday decorations,
etc. would be much appreciated!
If you have items that must be out of your house before September,
we have storage space available at Peace Memorial Manor, next to
Good Samaritan Hospital. To make arrangements for storage, or if
you would like to serve on the garage sale committee, please
contact Gail Clark at gclark214@comcast.net or 630-881-3362. Thank
you for your support!
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