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From the desk of Pastor Scott  

Surreal, that’s how it feels to be getting ready to be on sabbatical.  It’s difficult to 

imagine being away for the summer as so much of who I am is sharing life in this 

faith led community with each of you.  In eighteen years of ministry, this will        

actually be the first full sabbatical I have been able to take.  I am very grateful for 

the opportunity to rest and recharge.  Frankly, I feel like the church will be better 

served in the long run by taking some time for reflection, honing some of my      

ministry skills and seeking God’s guidance for our next chapters together as a faith 

community. Sometimes it’s easy to get one dimensional and bogged down in day to 

day programming or personnel issues in ways that sidetrack you from seeing the 

wider long term picture.  Sabbatical offers the time and space to do just that.   

During this time I will be heading back to South Africa to further the mission work 

being done there and to Kenya, to reconnect with a church and friend there whom I 

was in ministry with many moons ago in Portage, Michigan.  I’ll be attending a  

homiletics conference in San Antonio, learning and listening to some very gifted 

preachers and teachers share how they lead worship and doing my best to take 

some good notes away from it.  With any luck, I’ll be testing into a Spanish           

program locally and trying to work on my fluency in Spanish.   

I will be thinking and praying for all of you here often.  And, I’d ask that you, if you 

think of it, pray for me during this time so that  God would reveal to me whatever it 

is I need to hear/learn and grow from during this time.   



 Get Connected!
Caring for Creation  

Summer travel that’s easier on the environment and your wallet 

With summer around the corner, thoughts turn to vacation getaways. And that 

typically means packing up the car for a long drive or heading to the airport to 

fly to a distant vacation spot. All that driving and flying burns a lot of fuel, and 

in turn, produces tons and tons of carbon dioxide that contributes to climate 

change. 

 

To lower the environmental impact of your summer travel, consider the following tips:  

Driving 

Learn the best driving habits for fuel efficiency. Avoiding sudden acceleration, using your vehicle’s 

cruise control and getting rid of unnecessary items in the trunk all contribute to better fuel economy. 

Some dashboards show fuel use patterns and can help improve your driving habits.  

Keep your car well-tuned and tires filled to the manufacturer’s recommendations. The U.S. Department 

of Energy (DOE) says that for every 1-psi drop in pressure, you can expect your gas mileage to decrease 

by 0.4 percent. (The DOE’s website, fueleconomy.gov provides many tips for increasing fuel            

efficiency.) 

If you rent a car, consider a hybrid or the most fuel-efficient model possible. Not only is this better for 

the environment, but you’ll save significantly on gas costs.  

Flying 

Fly direct to your destination whenever possible. Connecting flights require two or more cycles of take-

off, landing and ground operations, which makes your carbon footprint larger.  

For shorter travel distances, consider taking a train (when available) instead of flying. Trains are more 

carbon-efficient than planes and you get the bonus of seeing the scenery go by! 

When available, take public transit from the airport to your hotel. If public transportation is not        

available, consider using van transportation services or taxi companies with hybrid and/or fuel-efficient 

fleets. If you must rent a vehicle, select the smallest vehicle you need or a hybrid if cost effective.  

Other travel 

When possible, select lodging with eco-friendly practices and policies. The website                     

gogreentravelgreen.com offers numerous tips on how to find and evaluate eco-friendly hotels and other 

lodging options. 

Consider purchasing carbon offsets to manage the carbon dioxide generated from the miles your drive 

and/or fly to your vacation destination by purchasing carbon credits. A carbon offset reflects a certain 

tonnage of CO2. The money raised by selling offsets goes to project that help prevent the emissions of 

carbon dioxide (like renewable energy) or capture and store carbon (such as planting trees). The Carbon 

Fund (carbonfund.org), TerraPass (terrapass.com) and The Nature Conservancy (nature.org) are just a 

few organizations that allow you to calculate the carbon footprint of your activities and purchase an  

appropriate amount of offsets.  

 



SPRING HAS SPRUNG! 

The flowers are in bloom, the trees and grass are green, the children are awaiting the end of 
the school year, vacation plans are in the works and First Congregational is buzzing like the 
bees in the gardens. 

The Women’s Retreat, Sweet Life Café was a success and 52 beautiful ladies had a pleasant 
day of good food, reflection and friendships both new and old.  Our Easter services and brunch 
were wonderful and our Variety show youth fund-raiser was a hit and is now in the rear view 
mirror. 

My focus now is all on our Vacation Bible School and Children’s Church for the summer.  Our 
VBS this year is called:  HERO CENTRAL (Discover Your Strength in God).  Our VBS week is 
June 19th – 23rd.  The 3 years – Kindergarten children will meet from 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  
The fee is $35.00 for the first child and $20.00 for the second plus children in 3 – K.  Our 1st 
– 6th graders meet from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and will bring their lunch Monday – Thursday and 
will be given lunch on Friday.  The fee is $50.00 for the first child and $25.00 for the siblings 
1st – 6th.  These fees cover their VBS t-shirt, the VBS printed materials and the supplies, also 
all snacks and Friday’s lunch (for the 1st – 6th graders). Each day the children will arrive to a 
fun skit by our Super Heroes, and a wonderful Bible story acted out before them. Following the 
opening, they will go down to Fellowship Hall where they will take part in making their morning 
snack.  After snack the children split up. The 1st – 3rd graders will enjoy music while the 4th – 
6th graders will enjoy an arts and craft class.  After about 40 minutes the two groups will 
switch.  At 11:45 we all convene for our lunch and stories about mission projects in the world.  
From 12:30 – 1:40 each group enjoys science class and outdoor games.  The final 20 minutes is 
our daily closing with another fun skit.  We have so much fun at VBS!   Please check out our 
VBS donation list here in the Pilgrim.  REGISTRATION BEGINS MAY 1ST.  PLEASE REGISTER 
EARLY SO THAT WE KNOW HOW MANY T-SHIRTS, SNACKS AND MATERIALS WE WILL 
NEED.  THANK YOU. 

CONTACT JAN BARKER AT: JBARKER@UCCDG.ORG OR CALL:  (630) 968-0358 EXT. 223. 

Kid’s Church will begin on Sunday, June 4th.  Our Kid’s Church will meet each Sunday in the 
Chapel during the same time as our regular worship service. Children only need to be signed out. 
This year, the Kid’s Church will be for the 1st graders – 5th graders.  The 3 years – K   children 
will have class in the nursery and the children going into 6th grade and above will join their par-
ents in the regular worship service.  On June 25th, all children will remain in the    regular wor-
ship service as this will be our VBS and Youth Sunday. 

In August, I will begin the teacher’s workshops for our Sunday school program for next fall. If 
you would like to become a Sunday school teacher, please contact me. 

I am looking forward to seeing you and your children this summer at church and VBS.  Have a 
wonderful, restful yet exciting summer!   

Blessings, Jan Barker – Director of Children’s Ministries    
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

Spring church work day will be Saturday May 6. Volunteers are welcome anytime from 8-2 pm. We 
will spruce up Memorial Garden, wash some windows and perform some small mechanical repairs. 
Please join us or contribute toward the purchase of plants for the new planter on Curtiss Street.  

50 Ton RTU air conditioning unit is scheduled to be installed first week of May. The three smaller 
units and the new exhaust fan were installed mid-April.  

Bids are being secured for the electrical work and new LED theatre lighting for the Sanctuary. If  
Capital Campaign funds are available, we hope to install in August before Pastor Scott returns from 
his Sabbatical.  

Please do not open the windows in the Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall. These rooms are temperature 
controlled 24/7. Our system brings in fresh air as needed. When you feel the fans running, it is not 
always cooled air. Open windows allow humidity to enter and AC must work harder to attain desired 
room temperature.  

 

 

From Father God to Mother Earth 

On Sunday, May 7, our congregation will be welcoming from Wichita, KS,  the Reverend David P. 
Hansen, a pastor for more than 40 years, as he presents “From Father God to Mother Earth”   
during a moment of awareness within the service and then in Fellowship Hall after the service. He 
will be explaining some of the main themes from his book, Native Americans, the Mainline 
Church, and the Quest for Interracial Justice, and discuss how the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe     
encampment, in addition to a couple other cases, is taking a stand to protect water and treaty 
rights. His discussion will highlight how the issues among the Native Americans, corporations, 
and the U.S. government are changing our national landscape and theology, redefining the     
mission of the church and creating both challenging and exciting times for the mainline church. 
Copies of his book may be purchased after his presentation in Fellowship Hall. 

The Reverend David Phillips Hansen received his theological degree from the Pacific School of  
Religion, and he first served in campus ministry in Saskatchewan. His first UCC pastorate was in 
Two Rivers, WI. He earned his PhD in 1988 from Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley.  He has 
served as a UCC pastor in 6 different states and as UCC Conference Minister in both the Hawaii 
Conference and the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference. He is currently the interim minister at a       
Disciples of Christ church in Wichita, KS, where he  lives with his wife of 50 years. He and his wife 
Sally have three children and 11 grandchildren. They are an interracial and multicultural family 
that embraces first generation immigrants from both France and Turkey.  



Confirmation and YOUTH NEWS  
YOUTH NEWS! 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Our Easter Brunch was a HUGE success and thank you so very much to ALL of our 
youth (Confirmation classes and high schoolers) as well as our parents, families and church members who made 
delicious breakfast casseroles, homemade breads, pastries and fruit kabobs! Bob and Shelley Casey were our Easter 
Brunch chefs for the second year in a row and everyone went above and beyond to help our Youth Mission Team 
2017 raise over $600!  

 

PLEASE MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR WILD & CRAZY SPRING CALENDAR: 

 

Saturday, May 13th, Youth Fellowship! 

Night Walk with The Night Ministry. Meet at the church west entrance at 4:00 pm and we will carpool to the city to 
participate in The Night Ministry, "Night Walk" in Wrigleyville. You won't want to miss this experience and oppor-
tunity to learn about the causes and realities of youth homelessness.  PLEASE RSVP BY MAY 1st. 

 

DuPage River Cleanup, Youth Fellowship! 

Saturday, May 20th-9-noon 

Please RSVP by May 1st. 

(Families are encouraged to attend!) 

 

CONFIRMATION: 

Sunday, May 7th, Decision Day. 

Lunch in the chapel at 11:00 am with your mentors & teachers. 

We will head to the Arboretum following lunch. Return by 5:00 pm. 

 

Wednesday, May 17th, Confirmation rehearsal.  

Please meet in the sanctuary at 7:00 pm with mentors & teachers. Sunday, May 21st 

Confirmation Sunday! Please meet by the front steps at 8:45 am for pictures. 

 

Additional dates:  

Sunday, June 4th, Graduation Sunday 

June 11-18, Mission Trip 2017 to Denver, Colorado with DOOR Ministries. 

June 19-23, Vacation Bible School, 

Please sign up today to be a counselor. 

June 25th, YOUTH SUNDAY! 

(more details to follow) 

 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP SUMMER ACTIVITIES COMING SOON…… 

Love and blessings, Dena Rae Provenzano -Director of Youth Ministries 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Concerns  

Rick and Genevieve Franz, Sandy 
Gales, Michael Ode, Amanda 
Mierdirk, Sam McHugh, Marlene 
Anderson, Patti Miller, Ken Hall 
father of John Hall, Lommatzsch 
family at the death of Roger’s 
dad Richard, Newton family at 
the death of Matt’s dad Bernie, 
Len Clark   
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Women's Fellowship - Ladies of 

the Morning and Evening 

We're going out for DINNER!  Friday, May 5 at 

6:30   PM at Jameson’s Char House.  Jameson’s 

Char House 1001 West 75th Street  Woodridge 

630-910-9700 

Two weeks later INSTEAD of staying at church we 

will meet at Peggy Gutzke's house to stitch and 

chat and EAT on her porch. 5/19 - 9:30. Stitch and 

Chat Peggy Gutzke 4916 Stanley Ave. Downers 

Grove, IL  60515 H-630/971-1382  C-630/632-

3014. In the summer we usually meet at people's 

home once a month and bring food to share for 

breakfast. This is a very casual gathering.  Come if 

and when you can, even if for only a few minutes.  

Get it on your calendar: Progressive Din-

ner!!! Everyone is welcome! Friday, June 9 th 6:30 

Appetizers – Edith Larson 7:30 Dinner - Jan       

Hibbeln's house. 9:30 Dessert - Peggy Gutzke's 

house Think about whether you want to bring  

appetizers, dinner food or dessert. Details to    

follow. 

Blood Drive: 

Many thanks to Mark Herrick, Judy Murrison, and Sue Larsen 

from Congregational Care for their help at the April 18th Blood 

Drive. Thanks also to Pat Lockett for her delicious home made 

bar cookies for our treat table!  The following participants have 

made a difference for those in need:  Mark Hedrick, Frank Lipu-

ma, Len Clark, Sandra Toleikis, J. Richard Toleikis, Marty Schranz, 

Dave Doemland, Ralph Anderson, Dennis Byrues, Joyce Doem-

land, Tom Eisenhart, and Laurie Tsukuno.  Mark your calendar!  

Plan ahead!  Our next Blood Drive is July 18th.  Blood can be do-

nated every 8 weeks. Thank you!  35 years and counting!   
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Our Church Staff 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor………………………..…...pastorscott@uccdg.org 

Rev. Kim Whisler-Vasko, Associate Minister of Faith Formation .….kvasko@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation…………...casanders3@aol.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries………………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant to the Minister of Music………….………...mcarin1m@aol.com 

Dena Provenzano, Director of Youth Ministries………….…....dprovenzano@uccdg.org 

Jan Barker, Director of Children’s Ministries………………………...jbarker@uccdg.org 

Leslie McFarland, Administrative Secretary………………………lmcfarland@uccdg.org 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper…………………………………...bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor……………………….Carll@uccdg.org 

Kim Choate, Director, First Congregational Learning Cent.er ……..kchoate@uccdg.org 

Radika Jungwirth, Admin. Asst, First Cong. Learning Center ………radikaj@uccdg.org 

Dave Humphreys,  Two Way Street Coffee House…………….dave@twowaystreet.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist…………………………………..……...bill@symbolix.com 

Len Potter, Broadcasting Ministries……………………..………….lenp@potterpro.com 

Justin Kono, Band Director …………..……………………….....j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

First Congregational UCC * 1047 Curtiss Street * Downers Grove, IL 60515 Phone: (630) 968.0358                                        

Email: office@uccdg.org  Website: www.uccdg.org * Broadcast: www.uccbroadcastministry.org                    

Other Communications: www.twitter.com/uccdg * www.facebook.com/uccdg           

FCC Learning Center: www.facebook.com/fdcdg 
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