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In the hit HBO series Game of Thrones they say winter is 

coming… if you watch the show you’ll understand the  

reference.  But for those of us in the church we face the 

two fold reality that a literal season of winter will soon be upon us and also that 

the church universally faces some challenges as to how to be the church in a 

rapidly changing world where Christianity is no longer the social/cultural norm.  

While both of these facts can get us spiritually deflated, in the midst of winters 

onset there is also HOPE.  Hope is seeded in Advent.  It is a deep resolve that no 

matter what happens in the world around us nor what we may face  personally, 

God is the source of all our strength.  In fact, it is in our weakest moments the 

Apostle Paul says that our reliance and trust in God’s power is most magnified.   

The challenge is and always will be: How do we as a church continue to live into 

the promises and prophetic dreams of Advent?  As we wait for Jesus’ impact in 

our world, even for Christ to come again, may we not wait so complacently that 

the grass begins to grow deeply beneath our feet.  We must strive to be a part 

of the kingdom come we pray for and live into the discipleship we claim in      

tangible and visible ways.   

Jan Barker has served our church for eight years.  She has been the epitome of a 

team player.  She started out for several years as an acting director, never    

having worked in Christian Education previously, but having had much  
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A note from our pastor continues…. 

experience in working with children.  When I began working with Jan six years ago it was clear that she 

needed some help with connecting the Biblical background of the lessons to the curriculum and      

teaching.  So Jan volunteered to go back to school to get more formal Christian Education training with 

the full backing of the church both in prayer and encouragement and through the support of continued 

Christian education in our Education specific endowment fund.   

Jan has done everything I’ve ever asked of her.  She is respected and loved.  It is hard to say goodbye.  

However, I firmly believe that after receiving this opportunity the very first day of looking, having it be 

closer to her home (and on the more convenient side of the tracks!) and having the ability to go full 

time, that God has blessed Jan in this endeavor.  I thank God for her time here and for all the time she 

has given to us and our children and wish her all the best in her new role at Gloria Dei.   

 

Updates:   

Several of you have spoken, and you have been heard.  Concerns were raised that many of you miss 

more familiar hymns and more frequency of the organ being played in worship.  Music leadership and        

pastoral leadership are working in a more concerted effort to craft each first communion Sunday to 

meet that need.  I thank those of you who offered the comments in a way that was respectful of others 

and yet also raised your concerns.  In a congregational church your voice matters because we believe 

that we equally work and share the ministries of the church.   

Church members of all ages are encouraged to come and join our youth for a short presentation by 

Bridge communities ministries as a family from Bridge shares their experience at how the ministry has 

helped them cross the gap of homelessness and crisis into a stable life.  This will occur on November the 

5th at 8pm in our Chapel.   

Our post service Christian Education Classes will recommence  

November 5th: “When the Empire Strikes Back”  Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III   

November 12th: “Relinquishment and Reception” Walter Brueggemann                                                           

Topic: Current Fissures in Society 

November 19th: “What the Wing Says” Barbara Brown Taylor The Holy Spirit speaking to the church 

today.  



A LOVE LETTER 

Dear FCC Congregation and Staff, 

After almost eight years here at First Congregational, I am leaving to begin a new      

position down the street at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  I will be the Family Ministry 

Coordinator.  I was very fortunate that this position became available and that they 

hired me so quickly.  It is a wonderful new opportunity.  It is beginning as part-time 

and will work into a full time position within six months. 

I have so many mixed emotions right now as I am going to miss all of you so much and 

love you all from the bottom of my heart.  From the babies through the preschoolers, 

elementary children, teens and all of the adults, you have touched my life and made 

me a better person.  God’s plans for each of us are so amazing.  He puts us in places 

that we sometimes never expect, to learn things, meet people and serve in His name.  

I was called here and now I am being called to Gloria Dei.  I keep telling myself that I 

am only “down the street: and can come back and visit anytime I want.  This is also 

true for all of you.  Please come and see me when you can, I would so love that.   

My last day here is Sunday, October 29th.  I will begin my new position on Tuesday,  

October 31st.  Pastor Kim will begin taking over the Sunday school responsibilities.  

Pastor Scott is working on finding members from the congregation to rehearse and 

produce the Christmas pageant and run our Junior Fellowship program.   

Many people have said to me; “When God closes a door he opens a window.”  I find 

this to be true, however, the good part is that windows are glass and you can see 

through it into what went before.  Remember, I will be looking through that window 

often and thinking about all of you and how much joy you have given me for the past 

eight years. 

 

Much love and blessings for you all! 

Love, 

Jan  
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SLEEP OUT SATURDAY EVENT, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH BEGINNING AT 

8:00 PM IN THE CHAPEL! 

We will kick off our Sleep Out Saturday event by welcoming a special guest from Bridge Communities who has 

been personally impacted by teenage homelessness. Please bring your family and friends to this ALL CHURCH 

evening program. 

Come join us for a Bridge Communities guest speaker followed by games and group building in the park. We will 

meet back in the chapel for an 11:00 pm movie, build a fire, share a meal, and raise awareness about teenage and 

family homelessness in DuPage county. 

Sunday morning we will have breakfast and fellowship together before sharing worship together in the Sanctuary 

at 9:30 am. 

Donations can be made to: www.bridgecommunities.org/group41, Please contact Dena Provenzano with questions 

at denapro@comcast.net/630-660-7445. 

Dena Provenzano, Director Of Youth Ministries 

 

 

 

 

A reminder of how this church community can help shape and change 

lives one family at a time.  An update from our latest sponsored Bridge 

family. https://www.bridgecommunities.org/index.html 
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We're going out for breakfast Friday, November 3 at 9:30 am at Egg Harbor Café  5128 Mochel Drive, 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 (630) 963-0390. If you plan on coming please email or call me. It is nice to 

have some idea of how big a table to get. Peggy Gutzke  H-630/971-1382   peggy.gutzke@gmail.com. 

Two weeks later we'll stay at the church for Stitch and Chat in the Parlor, Friday, November 17, from 

about 9:30-11:30 AM. You don't need to bring anything to stitch, but can just hang out and chat. This is 

a very casual gathering.  Come if and when you can, even if for only a few minutes.   

 Congregational Care would like 

to thank Ron Moravec and Mark 

Herrick for their help at the    

October 17 Blood Drive.  Thanks again to Pat Lockett for 

providing delicious bar cookies for our snack table.  Many 

thanks to the following 23 participants:  Sandy Toleikis, J. 

Richard Toleikis, Mark Herrick, Pastor Scott, Joyce Doemland, 

Dave Doemland, AnnaMay Miller, Clint Mobley, Michelle 

Mobley, Roger Crisman, Scott Given, Ralph Anderson, Pat 

Armstrong, Ruth Poplar, William Saxton, Matt Newton, Judy 

Harry, Kathleen Travis, Dena Provenzano, Marc Provenzano, 

David Burke, Jill Aparo, Karen Nachtigall.  Blood donations 

save lives!  Please mark your calendars and plan ahead for 

our next Blood Drive on January 16th!  Blood can be donated 

every 8 weeks.  Thank you! ! 

 
Ladies Of The Morning & Evening 

FCLC would like to thank everyone for 

coming out to the Fall Fest.  It was a   

lovely day of food, fun and fellowship.   

During this fall season FCLC would like 

to say, THANK YOU to all of the         

generous support, love and care everyone 

has sent our way.  

B&G Update 
 
 

Sanctuary Lighting Project: Galvanic 

Electric has installed the required over-

head electrical upgrades and JR 

Lighting is scheduled to install the new 

LED theatrical fixtures the week of   

October 30. The installation will be 

complete by November 3. 

Included in the installation is a Sanctu-

ary level lighting control to eliminate 

the need to go to level 5 to access 

these lights.   

Thanks to Megan Ruschke, Jan Hibbeln, 

Sandy Toleikis, and members of B&G 

for helping on our work day and the 

week prior. Several storage areas got 

purged and reorganized in addition to 

other tasks completed. 
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Personal Habits and Your Carbon Footprint 

The stakes for our planet have never been higher.  The world is warming, sea levels are rising, and the impacts of 

climate change are occurring faster and stronger than originally predicted.  It is a global crisis with no place for 

partisan rhetoric, requiring solutions at every scale and across every sector. 

These are the opening lines of the foreword of the book Drawdown: the The Most Comprehensive 

Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming / edited by Paul Hawken, (Penguin Books, 2017).  One 

of the more surprising solutions discussed in this book is the need to eliminate hydrofluorocarbons 

(HFCs) from refrigerators.  Their capacity to warm the atmosphere is one thousand to nine thousand 

times greater than that of carbon dioxide.  In fact, in Kigali, Rwanda in October 2016, 170 countries 

agreed that, starting in 2019, the world will begin phasing HFCs out of use.  Scientists estimate the 

accord will reduce global warming by nearly one degree Fahrenheit.  Therefore, each household 

should (1) avoid leaks from refrigerants and (2) destroy refrigerants at end of life. 

Another surprising fact is that a third of the food raised or prepared does not make it from farm or 

factory to fork.    The food we waste contributes 4.4 gigatons of carbon dioxide equivalent into the 

atmosphere each year - roughly 8 percent of total human-produced green house gas emissions.  A 

fundamental equation is off-kilter:  people who need food are not getting it, and food  that is not 

getting consumed is heating up the plant.  Studies have shown that 35 percent food in high-income 

economies is thrown out by consumers; in low-income economies, however, relatively little is wasted 

at the household level. 

The type of food we eat is also important.  If 50 percent of the world's population restricts their diet 

to a healthy 2,500 calories per day and reduces meat consumption overall, scientists estimate that at 

least 26.7 gigatons  of emissions could be avoided from dietary change alone.  This would make 

healthy, plant-rich diets one of the most impactful solutions at a total of 66 gigatons reduced. 

Other solutions discussed in the text include: (10) the use of rooftop solar,  (26) the use of electric 

vehicles, (31) improved insulation, (33) LED lighting in homes, (37) the use of mass transit, (43) less air 

travel, and others. 

In addition, the Rev. Dr. Terry Gallagher has identified 48 steps to living sustainably - actions we all 

can take.  These are available on the web: www.SustainingCreation.org.  We suggest you follow his 

second suggestion to educate yourself on the actions you can take to reduce the devastation due to 

Global Warming by visiting his web site or consult the book  Drawdown: the most comprehensive plan 

ever proposed to reverse global warming, which is now in the collection of the Church's library. 

Juan P. Hessler, For the Caring For Creation Team 
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Our Church Staff 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor………………………..…...pastorscott@uccdg.org 

Rev. Kim Whisler-Vasko, Associate Minister of Faith Formation .….kvasko@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation…………...casanders3@aol.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries………………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant to the Minister of Music………….………...mcarin1m@aol.com 

Dena Provenzano, Director of Youth Ministries………….…....dprovenzano@uccdg.org 

Jan Barker, Director of Children’s Ministries………………………...jbarker@uccdg.org 

Leslie McFarland, Administrative Secretary………………………lmcfarland@uccdg.org 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper…………………………………...bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor……………………….Carll@uccdg.org 

Kim Choate, Director, First Congregational Learning Cent.er ……..kchoate@uccdg.org 

Dave Humphreys,  Two Way Street Coffee House…………….dave@twowaystreet.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist…………………………………..……...bill@symbolix.com 

Len Potter, Broadcasting Ministries……………………..………….lenp@potterpro.com 

Justin Kono, Band Director …………..……………………….....j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

First Congregational UCC * 1047 Curtiss Street * Downers Grove, IL 60515 Phone: (630) 968.0358                                        

Email: office@uccdg.org  Website: www.uccdg.org * Broadcast: www.uccbroadcastministry.org                    

Other Communications: www.twitter.com/uccdg * www.facebook.com/uccdg           

FCC Learning Center: www.facebook.com/fdcdg 
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