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On April 8th-10th I was blessed to be able to join 150 of my UCC clergy and lay 

peers at the national offices in Cleveland to talk about how the United Church of 

Christ does faith formation.  You can check out more about the conference at  

http://www.ucc.org/news_reimagining_theological_formation_begins_in_contemplative_community_04112018?

utm_campaign=kyp_apr17_18&utm_medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist 

Topics ranged from—What kind of resources are we putting out denominationally 

to prepare people for discipleship?  How much of that work has been farmed out 

to other denominations that we once took on ourselves?  How does one pinpoint 

marks of discipleship in a denomination that is not creedal and that takes great 

care and pride in a wide representation of theological beliefs and understanding of 

who God is, who Jesus is and what does it mean to be the church?  How does our 

culture include new people in the UCC, lay and clergy who have grown up trained 

in different theological backgrounds and cultures?  Do we honor them or look 

down upon them?  What common values do we hold denominationally? . 



- continued from the Pastor’s desk  

Proclaim and train for our new and old members alike?   

The event opened with keynote Speaker Bishop Yvette Flunder who challenged us in holding our rich theological history, 
but also questioned if there were openings to new streams of being in the UCC.  She noted that her 100 churches which 
were governed within the Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal traditions all came to join the UCC with backgrounds from the 
charismatic church. But they had differences in church structure- deacons not cabinets or moderators, and yes bishops… 
were told they could not be those things when they joined the UCC.  “Why not?” she questioned?  Is there not a place   
under the umbrella for different culture and different richness in the body to share and yet to still be a part of the richness 
of our United and Uniting church?  Or “Do we all have to have a New England congregational background? What cultures 
are not represented in that model of “us”?  Who are we leaving out?  Why should there not be a place in the United 
Church of Christ, a Uniting church for those faith backgrounds that might only enrich not only the diversity but the          
expressions of Christ among us?  It made for a very rich and interesting debate and conversation. 

Perhaps most importantly my small group (there were about 15 small groups in all) which focused on faith formation in the 
local church –celebrated the UCC’s strong emphasis on justice and mission, living out our faith and extravagance of        
welcome. On a whole felt we had neglected our claiming and naming of faith formation.  How can we teach and embody 
prayer better as a church?  Where, we wondered, is the mystical side of the church?  How much are we collectively         
allowing it to draw us, still us and teach us?  We dove into current conversations on systematic theology, core Biblical     
beliefs and church values and wondered aloud if we might re-engage one another and our long standing ecumenical       
partners in this work?  It was inspiring and at times frustrating, but I wanted to share that it was such a joy to work with so 
many thoughtful and impassioned leaders in the UCC about such pivotal issues in the church.   

I will continue to be involved, along with other clergy and lay leaders from around the country as we continue this work in 
the upcoming months and year.  It was encouraging to participate in a probing and thoughtful engagement of scripture and 
culture, given our long history of questioning. We must reclaim some of that past strength of building on our commitment 
to theological formation and discipleship as we seek to continue to be a mobile, nimble and engaged church in the world 
today. 

ADULT TRIP- HOLY LAND 2019 

There will be a meeting on Sunday, May 13th at 9am before worship in the Parlor with Colonel Mustard and the Candle-
stick (see if anyone reads these things)  to gauge interest in an adult trip to the Holy Land for 2019.  This would be a nine 
day trip that would include stops to most of the sites that were of crucial importance in the life of Jesus. Land/Air with tour 
guide and transport, and all hotels, breakfast, lunch and site fees =$2300 per person.  Trip will be in February 2nd to      
February 9th of 2019.   It is a five day, six night tour.   Deposit to hold trip of $250.00 due May 21st.   

MENTAL HEALTH EVENT at our sister church St. Paul’s UCC  

Isaiah reminds us to live not in fear, but in the personal, restoring and the relationship with the loving presence of God.  
Affirming this, we meet to address a part of our experience which is sometimes painful and which also often leads to a 
deeper appreciation of the gift that we call life. 1 in every 4 people are directly affected by mental health issues.   

The WISE conference (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive and Engaged) about mental health on Friday May 4th @ St. Paul’s 
UCC Downers Grove will be held from 8am to 5:15 pm.   

At this conference, participants will:  

Hear stories by persons who have been affected by mental health issues; 

Receive practical steps to engage in a mental health ministry in our congregations; 

Be introduced to the WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, Engaged) Covenant for congregations for mental health; and 

Worship together, share together, and meet new people. 



Make some room for nature: As we continue to develop land for homes, businesses and 
roads, there’s less and less room for nature. For example, from 2001 to 2015, nearly 140,000 
acres of agricultural and natural lands were developed in northeastern Illinois counties, ac-
cording to the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning. That’s roughly an area the size of 
Chicago! Here are a few suggestions for how we can all make space for God’s other crea-
tures. 

 

Your lawn—cut it less. Grow less of it: For most wildlife, a well-manicured lawn looks like a hostile desert. 
There’s little food to eat and nowhere to hide from predators. That’s particularly bad news for species like na-
tive bees which help pollinate our crops. The good news is that by cutting your lawn every other week, you can 
help increase the abundance and diversity of bee species, according to a recent USDA Forest Service study. 
Worried about what the neighbors think? Do this only for your backyard. You can also raise your lawn mower 
blade, thereby providing more cover for insects while shading out weeds. Another step you can take is to grow 
less lawn. Think about how you actually use your current lawn space. How much space do you need for the kids 
to play and other outdoor activities? For lawn you don’t use, consider converting that space into planting beds. 
There are many easy to care for native shrubs that provide shelter and food for wildlife including some that pro-
duce delicious berries you can eat. 

 

Let it go wild: Many homeowners have a corner or other nook in their yards that they never use. If that’s the 
case, you can plant native flowers and grasses that once established, require little maintenance. There are a 
number of native plants that thrive in shady areas, too. Not ready to take this step? Consider planting a native 
tree. For example, oak and maple trees host 100s of species of beneficial insects, birds and other wildlife. If you 
have a small outdoor space or a balcony, think about hanging a bird feeder. A suet bird feeder attracts wood-
peckers and other birds—with no mess from seeds. There’s also sunflower seed sold with the hulls already re-
moved. Sunflower seed is a favorite food of many birds.   

 

Provide a water source: All forms of life need water to survive. You can help God’s creatures by installing a 
bird bath. If you like butterflies, fill a pan or dish with moist sand and place it in a sunny area near flowers. This 
is a magnet for butterflies (make sure to keep the sand moist). Ready to go big? There are many water feature 
options you can add to your yard including ponds and pond less waterfalls. The sound of splashing water is irre-
sistible to birds.These are just a few ways you can help nature thrive around you. Make some room for nature 
and you’ll be glad you did!  

  

Additional information on native plants and attracting wildlife: DuPage Forest Preserve District—its website, 
dupageforest.org, provides information on native plants and wildlife. The District also holds an annual native 
plant sale. This year’s sale is May 11-12 at Mayslake Peabody Estate in Oakbrook. The Morton Arboretum—
offers classes on native plants and its website mortonarb.org has information on natives. The arboretum holds 
an annual plant sale every April with many natives available. National Wildlife Federation—nwf.org has infor-
mation on attracting butterflies, reducing your lawn and a number of other topics. You can even get your prop-
erty certified to demonstrate your commitment to wildlife. WildOnes—this national organization promotes nat-
ural landscaping and has local chapters, including DuPage County. Go to wildones.org to learn more. 





Women's Fellowship - Ladies of 

the Morning and Evening 

We're going out for Lunch! Friday, May 4 

at 11:30 AM at Bakers Square Restaurant 

& Bakery-2020 W 75th, Woodridge, IL 

60517 (630) 241-0609.  If you plan on 

coming please email or call me. Two 

weeks later we'll have Stitch and Chat, 

but instead of the Parlor, we'll be at   

AnnaMay's house. 5/18 - 9:30 Stitch and 

Chat AnnaMay Miller, 1026 62nd Pl, 

Downers Grove, IL 60516-630-964-2004. 

You don't need to bring anything to 

stitch, but can just hang out and chat. In 

the summer we usually meet at people's 

homes once a month and bring food to 

share for breakfast.  Contact AnnaMay if 

you plan on coming and what food you 

plan to bring. This is a very casual       

gathering.  Come if and when you can, 

even if for only a few minutes. Reminder: 

Progressive Dinner is June 1!  Be sure it's 

on your calendar! Questions?  Contact 

me, Peggy Gutzke  Home: 630/971-

1382  Cell:630/632-

Updates & Events 

PADS THANK YOU: On April 30, our church successfully concluded its 34th year as a host site for DuPage PADS. Thank you 
to all church members and supporters for time and donations to this program. Special thanks to Dena for organizing two 
late season dinners with the DGS Student Council and Football team. And to the gentlemen who covered the overnight 
shifts in April when other churches were unable to find volunteers.  Tom Williams 

B&G Update: Thanks to the generous members, near and far, whose donations allowed for the remodel of the Parlor 
kitchenette. Special thanks to Mike Coletto and Steve Brenner for their talents and workmanship.  
 
The external security cameras have been successfully installed. We now have cameras trained on all sides and doorways of 
the church. Stop by the Humphreys-Williams office on level 4 to see the monitor displaying the 13 cameras.  
 
Church workday is Saturday May 5 from 8 am until 2 pm. Please stop to assist with projects such as painting, replacing  
ceiling tiles, and other small projects.  
 
B&G personnel lockup the church every Sunday afternoon after service. However, during the week we receive reports of 
rooms left unlocked with lights burning. If your group holds a 
meeting, please turn off the lights and lock the doors where           
appropriate. Church security is everyone’s responsibility.  
 
On Sunday mornings, respectfully request that parking spaces in the 
church lot be ‘reserved’ for senior members or those with physical 
challenges. If you are able bodied, please park on the street, behind 
the bank or in the library lot. Thank you for your cooperation.  

BLOOD DRIVE: Thank you  Mark Herrick and Ron Moravec for your 
help at the April 17th Blood Drive Event.  Thanks also to Pat Lockett 
for her delicious homemade cookies for our treat table.  The         
following participants have made a difference for those who are in 
need of blood;  Sandy Toleikis, Lynn Niemi, Jenna Niemi, AnnaMay 
Miller, Marvin Miller, Joyce Doemland, Amy Wilson, Paul Callahan, 
Laurel Bowen, Dennis Lewis, Pat Armstrong, April Prescott, Paula 
Uttare, Ralph Anderson,  David Bowen, Gregory Feret, Dirk Gutzke 
and  Patricia Linden Lewis. MARK YOUR CALENDAR – PLAN AHEAD: 
OUR NEXT BLOOD DRIVE IS JULY 17TH.   
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Other Communications: www.twitter.com/uccdg  
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Our Church Staff  

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor………………………..…...pastorscott@uccdg.org  

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation…………...casanders3@aol.com  

Rev. Karen Nachtigall, Pastoral Ministry Team……………...karennachtigall@gmail.com  

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries………………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com  

Maria Carini, Assistant to the Minister of Music………….………...mcarin1m@aol.com  

Dena Provenzano, Director of Youth Ministries………….… dprovenzano@uccdg.org  

Michelle Rafacz, Acting Director of Family Ministries…………… mrafacz@uccdg.org  

Leslie McFarland, Administrative Secretary………………………lmcfarland@uccdg.org  

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper…………………………………...bookkeeper@uccdg.org  

Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor……………………….Carll@uccdg.org  

Kim Choate, Director, First Congregational Learning Cent.er ……..kchoate@uccdg.org  

Dave Humphreys,  Two Way Street Coffee House…………….dave@twowaystreet.org  

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist…………………………………..……...bill@symbolix.com  

Len Potter, Broadcasting Ministries……………………..………….lenp@potterpro.com  

Justin Kono, Band Director ………………..……………………… j.akira.kono@gmail.com  

Pilgrim May 2018 Edition 


