First Congregational
United Church of Christ

September 2018
Upcoming Announcements


Sunday, September 9th at 9:30am: Offsite Rally Day-Katherine Legge
Memorial Park. Picnic and games to follow, rain or shine, bring a chair or
blanket



Tuesday, September 11th Bible Study—at the Public Library meeting room
A at 1pm. We will host a study about environmental stewardship, five
consecutive weeks through October 9th. An evening class will be held by
Jan Hessler (TBD)



September 12th 5:30 pm - Mentor meeting for Confirmands



September 22nd - Family Night at the Currans -parents with young
children 5th grade to infant—please come join us at 4826 Stanley Ave DG,
5:30pm to 8pm



New Members Class Sunday Sept 23rd



New Member Sunday September 30th
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From the desk of Pastor Scott
UPFATES: The search for a dynamic new Director of Family Ministries continues. We have interviewed three
strong candidates in person and a fourth by phone. In the process, we are weeding down the options to see if one
of these four has the qualities we are looking for to be a great fit for our ministries. While it is our hope to fill this
position aligning with the new church program year, we will only do so if we find a candidate that we all feel over
the moon about.
Bible Study and Adult Education
Ever struggle with what kind of future our children will face? Or worry about reports of dying reefs and plastic
littering the ocean to the tune of a flotilla the size of Texas? What impact does the rapidly changing climate have
on us in our faith? Starting September 11th at 1 pm in the Downers Grove Public Library meeting room A Pastor
Scott will begin a 5-week study on Jim Antal’s new book Climate Change and the church. Jan Hessler will hold an
evening session with dates and times TBA.
VISIONING
In September we will hold a sermon series that speaks to the kind of church we are hoping and striving to be in the
future. There will also be some opportunities for church members to engage in our final vision statement and
mission statement.
YOUNG FAMILIES
The Currans will be hosting a final vision gathering geared at parents and their young children primarily as a way to
get to know one another and fellowship connection, but also to weigh in in a casual setting with their hopes and
dreams for the church, what they’d like to see in the future and challenges they see in getting there. The date is
Saturday, September 22nd from 5:30pm-8pm- dinner, games, conversation. Please RSVP with Amy Curran at
amyccurran@gmail.com.
REMEMBER RALLY DAY is OFFSITE this year. September 9th Katherine Legge Park -9:30 am service, followed
by an outdoor meal (main course and beverages provided by the church.) Bring a side, appetizer or dessert to share.
Also, bring a blanket or chair as the pavilion there will not seat all of us comfortably. Rain or shine!
Ministry Structure
Over the past two years, we have spent ample time examining the church leadership structure and also the bylaws
to see if these match our current ability and processes in doing ministry. Leadership has struggled to find a full
ballot to serve on our now 12 ministries… a total of 72 at minimum strength (6 per ministry or 96 at maximum
strength ministry membership) We will continue to work out some potential new models to empower leadership
within our congregation while attempting to not burn out our leaders.
LASTLY- Thank you to Outreach and Membership. With your help, we hosted over 100 pets and their owners at
the Happy Dog Barkery’s August 12th Pet Parade. We have been invited to return and partner with them on future
events. Thank you to Nick and Karen Costanzi for taking the initiative to greet people attending Tuesday night
concerts in the park sharing water and fliers that people might know our church is right here! Thank you to Punk
Pastries, particularly John and Rebecca Jay who, if you have attended coffee hour the last two weeks of the month,
have brought music, hospitality, restaurant-style service and absolutely incredible food. I am not sure about you,
but I believe they are changing the atmosphere of our fellowship hour in a way that exudes welcome and in ways
that speak well of who we're striving to be as a church family! So thank you!!!

Women's Fellowship
Ladies of the Morning and Evening

Updates & Events
FCLC: We had a blast this
summer learning about many
different genres of music and
dance. As the summer comes to
an end FCLC is getting ready for
another exciting school year. We are fully enrolled and
have welcomed many new families to the program as
well as to the community. We are very excited to be
starting ExceleRate Illinois. It is the state’s Quality
Recognition and Improvement System. It emphasizes
continuous quality improvement for early learning and
development programs. We are aiming to achieve the
Silver Circle of Quality. We already have a dynamic
staff and a solid program so it is only natural to go
through the steps to distinguish us when families are
looking for child care. We are also looking forward to
having events with the church families this year. The
plans are in the works...so keep a look out!

All ladies are welcome to join any of our
gatherings. In September we will eat
breakfast out and later in the month help
price items for the All Church Garage Sale,
Date: Friday, September 7, What: Breakfast and plan our meetings for the coming
year, When: 9:30 AM, Where: Baked Apple
Pancake House, 1224 Ogden Ave, Downers
Grove, IL 60515, (630) 515-9000 bakedapple.com. We'll be planning our
2018/2019 schedule. Bring your calendars
and suggestions of places to eat.
Our second meeting of the month will not
be a Stitch and Chat, but instead:
Date: Thursday and Friday, September 20
& 21, What: Help organize and price items
for the All Church Garage Sale, When:
We'll be starting as early as 8:00-ish AM.
Come when and for as long as you can. It
would be nice to have at least a 2 hour
commitment.
Any extra time you can give in addition to
Thursday and/or Friday, 9/21 & 22 would
be lovely.
There will be someone in Fellowship Hall
Sundays after church to get volunteers
signed up to work throughout the Garage
Sale week, 9/16-9/23. NOTE: There will
be no donations accepted after
Wednesday, so pricing/sorting/cleaning
will start Thursday, 9/21!! Peggy Gutzke H
- 630/971-1382 peggy.gutzke@gmail.com

GROUNDS OF HOPE: Our Grounds of Hope Service will recommence following a summer break on
Wednesday, September 26th. If you haven't been to a Grounds of Hope Service, we invite you to give it a
try. Grounds of Hope is held in the Two Way Street Coffee house each
Wednesday, from 6:00-7:00 pm. We have music, coffee, a message led
by Pastor Scott, and seek to be a spiritual safe place to enjoy other
people, relationships and dialogues about God. The message on September 26th is how to follow the command to love your enemies, even
when they conduct themselves in a most outrageous manner. Please
join us!

CARING FOR CREATION-The Fundamental Problem
By Kristin Cotts
There are so many things we as individuals can do to set an example and try to make a dent in the
climate crisis we face. Every month members of the Caring for Creation team outline excellent
suggestions of actions each of us can take to in the face of climate change. And yet, I must admit I often
feel like I’m banging my head against the wall when I think about the enormity of the crisis. We have
had a lot of good data about climate change for the past fifty years, and yet we are still headed toward a
disaster. According to NASA, if we continue on our current course, temperatures will rise 2.5-10 degrees Fahrenheit over the
next eighty years. And scientists at NOAA are predicting that by 2050 (when our son will be just 39 years old) that $106 billion
of coastal property will be below sea level; that over the next 25 years, $12 billion will need to be spent on construction projects
due to rising temperatures; and that we can expect a 10 per cent crop loss in much of the country. It is clear that only with
massive changes is our consumption and production can we really expect to make a change. So why should I recycle, use
public transportation, schlepp compost, turn the heat down, plant a garden, and remember to bring my bags to the grocery
store when it seems pointless. Why in the world to do we do it? Well, to change culture, to demonstrate what we could do,
what we should do, in the hopes that more will join us.
But many of us want to do more. We desperately need to create fundamental changes in the way societies all over the world
produce and consume. But how do we do that when the President doesn’t acknowledge that climate change is real? How do we
do it when Obama’s first term climate change policy was almost indistinguishable from Bush’s very non-aggressive policy and
his second term policies were at best tepid. Obama did nothing to support the Water Protectors at Standing Rock. And how do
we create fundamental change when Congress is continually stalemated and ineffective? We clearly need to organize and
protest. But if our protest is to be effective, we need to understand the nature of power in government. And, as always, we need
to follow the money. We need to make the elites who control our economy uncomfortable with the way things are. That
means when we protest we need to strike at the fundamental problem, which is, simply put, corporate control of our
government and our economy.
So what I am asking you to do is to reflect on what kinds of movements are based in this fundamental understanding of power
and how it works. Over the past seven years, we have seen a few movements, which have really struck at the central problem
and changed our language. They include Occupy Wall Street, which popularized Howard Zinn’s reference to the 99 percent
majority of people verses the 1 percent that has the bulk of the financial and political power. Also, Black Lives Matter
demonstrated the relationship between power, government, and racism. Like Occupy, BLM changed language by pointing out
the fact that black lives are deemed disposable within the power structure. The Water Is Life movement at Standing Rock in
North Dakota organized by the indigenous peoples, brilliantly tied the rights of the oppressed and a basic human need (water)
to the problem of the government supporting companies like ETP and actually using military style weapons, police, and even
dogs, to ensure that they could continue to build a dangerous pipeline on Native American soil. The Me Too movement, gave
women permission and credibility to point out the fact that the injustice against women in society is so engrained and rampant
that radically unfair behavior is considered acceptable. We were finally given the chance to really say, “No, you can’t. That’s not
fair.” This again is a fundamental movement, because it deals with the balance of power and changes our perspective in a real
qualitative way.
Change the balance of power and you can empower the vulnerable. The wealthiest among us can retreat to their islands,
leaving the rest of us to deal with the disaster of climate change –for a while anyway. When their power is genuinely challenged
by women, minorities, and even the middle class, they get scared and often overplay their hand: jailing hundreds of peaceful
protesters in Occupy, for example, or unleashing vicious dogs on peaceful indigenous protesters North Dakota. We have a long
way to go, but movements that change language, like all of these have done, have the potential to change culture. By contrast,
movements whose main focus is to get Democrats in power will not work if those Democrats are not interested or able to
actually change the way business is done. And so far, they have done little to really address the problem of climate change,
though at least they acknowledge the problem.
There is so much to protest right now. And many of us are exhausted. As a family, we try to focus on the ones that are the most
likely to create fundamental change. When we are overwhelmed and not sure we can handle one more crowded day yelling
rhymes, we ask ourselves these two questions: (1) How urgent is it? Children being separated from their families, for example is
an incredibly urgent need; and (2) How fundamental is it? Is it a protest that really strikes at the power structure? This helps us
to evaluate where we need to channel our communal energy. Elections are important, but it is more important that our
protests turn into movements that work for permanent change in the way things are done. It is also important to see the
current administration as the symptom of a problem, though it has also caused many, problems in the last two years. So, next
time you are working in your garden or walking to work to save gas, try not to get overwhelmed by how frightening the current
situation is. Think about the big picture. What we need to truly care for God’s creation are mass movements that create a
cultural shift and that force the elites to do the will of the people.

Greetings from Outreach and Membership!
As September approaches, we are all in “Back to School” mode, even if we aren’t in school! So I would like
to share what O&M has been up to:
This year, we have reinstituted the Friendship Folders. They give Pastor Scott an idea of who is visiting
our church and may be interested in more information or joining. We appreciate everyone’s enthusiasm
in passing the folders. Please make sure to pass them back to the center aisle. Feel free to see who that
stranger is sitting in the pew and say “Hi!”
We have also added some signage around the church so that folks know where to go. With Worship and
Arts, we are always looking to make the interior of the church, especially the Parlor, more welcoming.
Mary has attended two of Pastor Scott’s informal get togethers- one for the “Over 55” and one for
“Adults.” People are enthused about the great things happening at our church, and we are working on
getting the word out. We appreciate the posts on social media that our members are doing, as well as
news articles. If you’re on Facebook, please check in when you arrive at church and share our posts freely.
Other outreach things we are doing and planning to do:
We’re giving information to new Downers Grove residents through Welcome Wagon.
We are providing information and a gift for residents of the new condo and apartment buildings.
We are working on a brochure for FCLC families who do not belong to the church.
We sent out a targeted mailing for our Easter services this year, and are considering additional
mailings.
Pastor Scott participated in the August 12th Pet Blessing event in conjunction with the Happy Dog
Barkery Ice Cream Social. We had church brochures available while pets were being blessed.
We are always looking for ideas. Please let us know what other things we can do to get the word out
about what an awesome and wonderful church we are.
Blessings,
Mary Vercellino mvercellino@sprynet.com
Cris Niels crisniels53@gmail.com
Co-Chairs, Outreach and Membership

Thank you Summer Sunday School Volunteers!
First of all, a big thank you to Pastor Scott for providing the lessons with the theme, “Investigating
the Facts in Acts”.
Many thanks to the following fantastic teachers: Brandy Heckmann, Tim Waldorf, Jen Waldorf,
Jenni Hallman, Liza McCarty, Amy Rettburg, Megan Ruschke, Barb Kilar, Joe Kilar, Michelle Rafacz. Special thanks to Brandy Heckmann, Tania Foresman and April Prescott for providing three
fun service projects for the children. Thanks also to the wonderful and caring Nursery staff this
summer: Michelle Rafacz, Carolyn Quinn-Sapper, Judy Harry, Mady Poulter, Paige Purcell.

Building and Grounds
B&G would like to acknowledge and thank Judi Davenport, Laurel Carlson, and the
members of the newly formed Landscape Committee for their design and planting on the
west side of the church. And thanks to all who helped with the planting, mulching,
weeding and watering.
Thank you Luke Prescott for your wonderful Eagle Scout project that has Memorial Garden
looking better than it has in years.
The church driveway and parking lot were seal cracked, seal coated and re-striped on
August 28th.
Thanks to Bob Orsula for patching and painting the vestibule inside the main Curtiss
Street entrance and both restrooms on level six.
A new 10-zone fire alarm panel was installed on August 17th. This was part of the Capital
Campaign.
PADS
Please join us at City Barbeque at 1034 Ogden in Downers Grove on Monday, September
4th, for a PADS fundraiser. It is located directly east of the Jewel at Saratoga and Ogden.
City Barbeque will rebate 25% of our purchases for both dine in and carryout. You will
need to present our flyer or have our bar code on your phone for us to receive credit for
your purchases.
Raffle tickets are being sold for a chance to win 4 tickets and a South Lot parking pass to
the December 9th Chicago Bears vs Los Angeles Rams game at Soldier Field. It is a noon
game and these are excellent seats near the 40 yard line with the package valued at $855.
Tickets are $20 each and can be purchased in Fellowship Hall after service or by contacting
Bob Katrein, Dave Williams, or Tom Williams. Or come to City Barbeque on September
4th!! Congratulations to Andy Dahle who won the same tickets to the Bears final
exhibition game against Buffalo Bills on August 30th.
First Presbyterian Church in Downers Grove has advised that they will no longer be able to
provide support in December for our PADS program. This is the fourth church that has
dropped from our rotation in the last four years. We are seeking organizations or groups
willing to sponsor/serve dinners on December 3rd and 17th along with breakfast on
Tuesday morning December 4th and 18th. We are also seeking individuals willing to work
the three supervision shifts those nights form 8:30-11 pm, 11-3 am and 3-6:30 am. Please
contact Tom Williams (630-664-8915) if interested in any of these opportunities.

Our Church Staff
The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor………………………..…...pastorscott@uccdg.org
Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation…………...casanders3@aol.com
Rev. Karen Nachtigall, Pastoral Ministry Team……………...karennachtigall@gmail.com
Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries………………….……...kcalpin@gmail.com
Maria Carini, Assistant to the Minister of Music………….………...mcarin1m@aol.com
Dena Provenzano, Director of Youth Ministries………….… dprovenzano@uccdg.org
Acting Director of Family Ministries…………………………………………… Open Position
Leslie McFarland, Administrative Secretary………………………lmcfarland@uccdg.org
Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper…………………………………...bookkeeper@uccdg.org
Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor……………………….Carll@uccdg.org
Kim Choate, Director, First Congregational Learning Cent.er ……..kchoate@uccdg.org
Dave Humphreys, Two Way Street Coffee House…………….dave@twowaystreet.org
Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist…………………………………..……...bill@symbolix.com
Len Potter, Broadcasting Ministries……………………..………….lenp@potterpro.com
Justin Kono, Band Director ………………..……………………… j.akira.kono@gmail.com
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