SUMMER 2017

HOLLIN
HILLS
BULLETIN
PARADING TO THE PICNIC

T

hey came in all sizes, all ages, on foot and on decorated bikes, trikes, scooters, and
skateboards, with the youngest paraders in wagons and strollers following the local fire
engine and ambulances. Cheered on by their neighbors along the route, Hollin Hills
families turned out in force to march along Paul Spring Road from Rebecca to Rippon, and on
into Voigt Park for our community’s biggest celebration of the year, the Fourth of July Picnic.
And the picnic was great! It met and exceeded expectations as, hot, humid and happy,
we greeted old friends and met new ones. We lined up for a bountiful potluck of salads,
desserts, and side dishes; sampled the beer, soda, hotdogs, and ice cream provided by the
Civic Association; and tapped our feet to the infectious music of the Mount Vernon Band.
The ponies were ridden, the eggs were tossed, and the three-legged race was run,
all as they have been for many years and will likely continue for many years to come.
This annual community event relies heavily on traditions, and those traditions were well
represented. After all, why mess with perfection?
We shouldn’t forget, however, that that perfection didn’t come automatically; it came from a
lot of coordinated effort led by Social Chair Sasmita Dastidar along with many other members
of the community. They set things up, cooked and served
food and drinks, signed up CAHH members, supervised
the games, and cleaned up the park so that hardly a sign
of the festivities was left on (continued on page 2)

Thank you to Michelle Mattox,
Warren Mattox, and J.G. Harrington
for these photographs and also
those on pages 2 and 3.
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Fourth of July Festivities from page 1
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the next day. Thanks especially to: our grill master Bryan Lane and his crew; Parade
Marshall Kathy Seikel and her team, Marianne and Peter Martz and Aditi Stromayer;
Frank Collins for organizing the games; our setup crew, David, Jaelith, Stephanie, Tyger, George,
Chris and Eric; our decorators, Heidi, Jerome,
Andrew Keegan, and all who pitched in; Mike
Damitz, Jo Ann Hersh, Pat McCallum and Pam
Williams for keeping order in the food tent;
Jennifer, Matt, Melissa, Michael, Katya, Susan,
Cory and Sally for serving ice cream; and our
clean-up crew, Barbara, Corey, Jim Davidson,
Susan, Elizabeth, Jim Klein, the Vandersalls and
Ken; also Susan Kuhbach for continuing to keep
our finances in order; and not forgetting Eric
Stromayer (Susmita’s spouse), who took time
off work to hang flags, schlepp and serve beer,
haul tables, supplies, cold drinks, police cones,
and trash. A huge THANK YOU goes to
Two egg toss athletes celebrate their
each one of them!
successful round with high fives.

CAHH HOD COMMITTEE REPORT:

SHOULD HOLLIN HILLS SEEK TO BECOME
A HISTORIC OVERLAY DISTRICT?

O

n June 21, the CAHH committee charged with investigating whether Hollin Hills
should seek designation as a Historic Overlay District sponsored an introductory
meeting about the issue. This meeting is part of the Civic Association’s effort to begin a
community-wide discussion among Hollin Hills’ residents about how we can best protect Hollin Hills’ distinctive architectural character.
When I was looking for a house more years ago than I am willing to admit, I
knew only what I did not want—no colonials, cape cods, or houses lined up in
monotonous rows. A real estate agent sent me to look at houses in Hollin Hall;
thankfully, I mistakenly stumbled into Hollin Hills. While house hunting, I
described the first Hollin Hills house I visited as “a small gem.” I didn’t buy that
house, but I am still living in the “small gem” that I did buy. Unlike me, many recent
newcomers have sought out Hollin Hills not only for its mid-century modern architecture, but also because for more than 60 years the architectural covenant, which is
attached to almost every property in Hollin Hills, had seemingly provided the ability to preserve the architectural integrity of this community.
Protecting out community’s distinctive architecture
The Design Review Committee enforced the architectural covenant, and despite
the unsurprising fact that not every DRC decision or every renovation has met with
unanimous community approval, on balance, the DRC has served us well. Houses
in Hollin Hills are sought after, sell quickly, and at prices in excess of what similarly
sized houses in adjoining communities can command. For decades, when a DRC
decision was not accepted by a homeowner, the DRC, CAHH and the aggrieved
homeowner usually managed to find a compromise. However, two years ago, our
community talent for finding a compromise ran out, and the Hollin Hills community learned the time-consuming and expensive lesson that a court will not always
enforce architectural covenants, such as ones that exist in Hollin Hills. I hasten to
add that the court decision from that case should not be interpreted to mean that
Hollin Hills’ architectural covenants can never be enforced, but rather that for a myriad of reasons, in this instance, the covenant was not enforceable. Given this “rude”
awakening, we must now figure out what, if anything, can be done not only to
(continued on page 8)
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Quick Takes
LOTS OF NEWCOMERS
• At 7401 Recard Lane (formerly Kathleen Spagnolo's
home) we're welcoming John and Jocelyn Segura, who
moved here after nine years in Kingstowne. They have
a daughter living in Fairfax City. Both John and
Jocelyn them have jobs outside the home. John is originally from Colorado, and Jocelyn from Singapore.
Home phone: 703-768-5232; John's cell: 703-4702288; John's email address: john.t.segura@gmail.com.
Please help those of us on Recard Lane make these
new guys feel at home in Hollin Hills! —Jo Ann Hersh

Two young picnic goers had a bird’s eye view of the Fourth of July celebration.

• A warm hello to Ed Schneider and Rita Kempley, the
newly arrived residents of 2003 Paul Spring Road, and farewell
wishes to former owners Chris and Jean Koppen. Ed Schneider is
involved in real estate, mostly in DC, and Rita is soon to complete
her first novel. They can be reached at 202-277-9499 or
Ed@Schneider-DC.com. —Judy Rosen

• Alan and Stephanie Barack now live at 2114 Whiteoaks Drive.
Alan wrote: "Alan and Stephanie Barack come to Hollin Hills by
way of DC’s Van Ness neighborhood, having met in Saipan, the
US's other commonwealth, mid-way between Japan and Australia.
She is a pathologist at GWU Hospital, trained as a family practitioner in her native France. He works as an environmental and energy lawyer for the District's environmental agency, after some
decades as a utility law litigator in his native Michigan, as well as
Pennsylvania, and those islands in the Pacific. They have no kids, no
dogs, and spend a lot of time running, swimming, and cycling."
Contacts; 240-888-5735, Barakalanj@gmail.com. —Susie Cohen
• We greet our new neighbors at 2110 Popkins Lane. Brad Mann
and Jodi Deprizio moved to Hollin Hills from their home in
Ashburn. Brad is a software engineer working in Springfield and
Jodi is a data analyst for a firm in Rosslyn. They are settling into
their home along with their two rescue dogs. —Patrick Kelly
• Gergana Genova, her husband Anastas Popratiloff, and their
son Philip are our new neighbors at 2101 Mason Hill Drive.
Anastas is a neuroscientist and a professor in the medical school
at George Washington University and Gergana is an artist/art
teacher; Philip will be going to middle school next year. They love

Hollin Hills and lived here for two years between 2011 and 2012.
They are very happy to be back. Contacts: Gergana, 202-4132515, Gergana.p.genova@gmail.com; Anastasia, 202-413-6527,
Popratiloff@gmail.com; Philip, popratiloff@gmail.com.

• A belated welcome to the new owners of 7500 Elba Road, Rick
Heffner and Andy Hight, and their "hairy daughter," black Lab,
Harley. Both graphic designers, Rick and Andy scoped out Hollin
Hills open houses every weekend for about 3 years after falling in
love with the architecture and spacious lots. They moved here
from a tiny bungalow in Del Ray, which they completely remodeled over 5 years, up until the day they put it on the market for
sale. They are ready to start the remodeling process again. You can
still find them checking out Hollin Hills open houses, this time
for inspiration for their new home. —Jodie Burns

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION
Interested in editing the Hollin Hills Recommendation List?
We are looking for volunteers. A one-stop source for reliable
neighbor-to-neighbor suggestions for repairs, services, and home
maintenance, our recommendation list must be kept up-to-date
in order to remain useful. Editors collect recommendations from
the Hollin Hills Forum and the Bulletin, as well as tips that folks
send them. They update the existing list and send it out via email
once or twice a year. Current editors Barbara Bogue and Kathy
Siekel have had fun doing the job as a duo and will be happy to
talk with any person/people interested in taking over:
barbarabogue@gmail.com or kathy.seikel@gmail.com.
(continued on page 4)

Tried and true July 4th favorites: the pony rides, the three-legged race, and the picnic feast.
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Quick Takes from page 3
POLICE/COMMUNITY LIAISON
The Citizens Advisory Committee of the Mt. Vernon District Police
(CAC) does not meet during the summer, but all residents are invited to attend the next meeting which will take place on Tuesday,
September 12, 7pm, in the Government Center on Parkers Lane.
At the June meeting, we were introduced to the new district
commander, Captain Anthony Matos. Captain Matos has been
with the department for 22 years. A decade ago, he was patrol supervisor in our area for two years.
Report criminal activity, at 703-691-2131 (non emergency) or
911 (emergency). Our crime prevention officer is Robert Urps.
Have a safe summer. The police remind us that we should always
walk facing the traffic to prevent pedestrian accidents, especially
during summertime when everyone is out and about.
—Laura Wirkkala

EVERYTHING’S COOL AT THE POOL
The Hollin Hills Pool is half way through a great 2017 season
that includes the mighty Bluefish swim team, a family movie
night, and Thursday night food trucks.
All are welcome to stop by the food trucks in the pool parking
lot along Paul Spring Road from 5:30 on most Thursdays. The
remaining schedule (subject to change): 7/27, Rollin Pizza &
Cookie Man; 8/3, Pho Wheels & Cookie Man; 8/10, DC
Empañadas; 8/12, Bada Bing; 8/17, Red Hook Lobster Pound
& Cookie Man; 8/24, Rocklands & Cookie Man; 8/31, TBA.
HH Pool membership is open to all Hollin Hillers. There is no
waiting for residents who are members of the CAHH; otherwise
there is a one-year waiting list for membership.
—Barbara Bogue, HH Pool President

News of Our Parks
McCalley and Voigt Parks all spruced up
June brought two successful work parties at McCalley and Voigt
Parks, just in time for our neighborhood July 4th celebration.
Thanks to all the volunteers who worked hard on several very
warm and muggy days to spit and polish our northern parks.
Much was accomplished, and there is always more to do. Please
volunteer to lend a hand!
McCalley Park is now rid of a very large patch of bamboo and
many small gumballs (from the sweet gum trees), thanks to the
efforts of Park Warden Jamie Agnew, Susan and Matt Kuhbach,
Kathy Seikel, Betsy Damitz, Barry Pearson, Gail Kropf, Barbara
Liggett, and Lee Ann and Bob Kinzer (and his truck which was
very useful for hauling).
Voigt Park was the beneficiary of rocks shoveled from the
parking space that were repurposed as erosion control measures.
In addition, mulch was spread, trees and shrubs trimmed, and
trash removed by Park Warden Peter Martz, Marianne Martz,
Rebecca Bostick, Jim and Will Klein, Steve Ryan, Barbara
Liggett, Bob Blanford, Ron Ullrich, Scott Wilson, and Lissa and
George Elliott.
A rotted tree and several large dead branches on other trees
were removed from Voigt Park prior to the picnic. Jesus Chavez
provided two dump truck loads of wood chips (gratis) and his
crew spread the remainng mulch and rocks.
If you see any of the park volunteers noted above, please give
them a big thank you for assisting in the care of our 30+ acres of
CAHH owned and managed parkland. If I have forgotten to list
any of those who volunteered, let me know, and a thank you will
be in the next report.
Battling the poison ivy
The CAHH Parks Committee policy is to manage (spray to kill)
poison ivy within 6-8 feet of any trail or path. Volunteers did a first
round of spraying in June for all of our northern parks: Voigt, Paul
Spring, McCalley, Goodman, and Brickelmaier. Another round of
spraying is anticipated in August to knock the poison ivy back further. The southern parks (the Wildlife Sanctuary and Sutton Potter),
have yet to be treated. Please let me know if you would like to volunteer for this project.

Every bit counts: How to help
our parks on your own
Our formal park work parties are on
a summer hiatus, but there is always
park related work to be done.
• Continue to nip at the ivy that climbs our trees. Grab your clippers when you take a walk, and plan to free one or more tree trunks
from the English ivy that is smothering them. Clip the vine at about
waist height, removing it from the tree down to ground level. Leave
the remaining vine above that height attached to the tree; it will dry
up and fall off over time. Ripping it off at the time of cutting will
likely do damage to the tree’s bark. Still feeling energetic after clipping? Pull the ivy out several feet from the base of the tree.
• Trash removal is another always-available park clean-up activity.
Our streams and roadsides continually accumulate trash. Grab a bag
and pick up some trash while you get some exercise.
• Keep your eyes wide open for dead or damaged trees and report
them to the park’s warden or to me. The emerald ash borer is making quick work of our ash trees, and once infected they rapidly
decline. Our oaks are also experiencing dieback. Other more shortlived trees such as Pennsylvania cherry may be at the end of their
lifecycle. Once tree concerns are reported, the Parks Committee will
have a professional arborist assess the tree and its condition. If the
tree needs to be pruned or taken down but it is not an emergency,
the Committee will solicit up to three bids for the work. It is park
policy, whenever possible, to leave standing stubs of trees, in the
range of 15 to 20 feet tall, for wildlife habitat.
Stay tuned for fall events
In addition to work parties and other programs, the Parks
Committee plans to host a trail maintenance demonstration focused
on the installation of water bars to better manage stormwater runoff
on our extensive trail system (and to keep your feet dry when you
use those trails later.)
Do you have other park ideas, needs, or questions? If so, please
contact me or one of the park wardens.
—Elisabeth Lardner, Parks Chair
703-765-3023, eblardner@aol.com
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WHAT’S IN A [LOCAL] NAME ?
Potomac Sampler: An Historical Index
to the Mount Vernon Area, 1961
Belle Haven. The original name for Alexandria was Belhaven,
given by the Scots factors of the area in honor of their patron John
Hamilton, Baron of Belhaven.
Belvoir. Literally meaning “beautiful to see,” the estate of William
Fairfax, President of His Majesty’s Council of State, and cousin of
Thomas, the sixth Lord Fairfax, was named after the Governor’s
Palace in Williamsburg the most important house in Virginia
socially and politically. George Washington found his closest friendships and most happy times there with the Fairfax family. The mansion was named for the English seat of the Duke of Rutland, a relative, and pronounced “Beever.” Built around 1741, the house
burned in 1783 after the Fairfaxes had returned to England. In the
War of 1812 the walls were shelled by the British, and cannonballs
are still occasionally unearthed by the Corps of Engineers on the
post [Fort Belvoir]. The 3,600 acre estate, almost entirely surrounded by water, was narrowly saved from being a reformatory site in
1910 by its purchase as an army engineer post. The mansion foundations were excavated in 1917 and 1932, when a bill was introduced in Congress for its restoration during the Washington
Bicentennial. This was not carried out, but the ruins remain on the
bluff above the river, as beautiful a spot for a “gentleman’s seat” as it
was in the 18th century. [Site now off-limits by being within Fort
Belvoir.]
Fairfax. The county is named for Thomas, the sixth Lord Fairfax,
Baron of Cameron, and Proprietor of the Northern Neck. Fairfax
means “fair hair,” and this noted family goes back to William the
Conqueror. The third Thomas, the Lord General of Cromwell’s
army, was the subject of one of Milton’s sonnets. In the 18th century the family was influential in colonial policies until the revolution,
and was Washington’s closest friends and neighbors.
Fairfax County. Formed in 1742 from a section of Prince William
County, it was named for Lord Fairfax, proprietor of the Northern
Neck. The county covered 967 square miles and included the present Loudon, Fairfax, and Arlington Counties. The oldest records
were kept at Colchester, but in 1743 the first courthouse was near
Vienna at Freedom Hill. In 1754 it was moved to Alexandria.
When Alexandria became part of the District of Columbia in 1799
the courthouse was moved to Fairfax City.
Fort Hunt. Established as a Coast Artillery battery in 1897 for the
proposed Potomac defenses south of the capitol at the time of the
Spanish-American war. On land that was part of Washington’s River
Farm, it was used for infantry in the First World War and as a joint
Army-Navy Intelligence Center in World War II. Since 1948 is has
been part of the National Capital Park System, and is now a recreation area and headquarters for the Park Police. It was named Fort
Hunt by President McKinley for General Henry Hunt, who was
chief of artillery at the battles of Fredericksburg and Gettysburg and
later commander of the Old Soldiers Home in Washington.

Edith Sprouse, Hollin Hills’ History Sleuth

F

rom 1962 until 1967, Hollin Hills resident Edith
Sprouse (a Wellesley graduate with “a particularly useless major in geography”) wrote historical pieces that
appeared in Hollin Hills Bulletins. These sprang from a 1961
AAUW tour she took of the historical sites of Alexandria and
the Mount Vernon estate of the Washingtons. Between these
two well-remarked sites, she noted little information on
people and places of the intervening lands on both sides of
the Potomac, and set out, out of sheer curiosity, to determine
who and what was there, if anything. She found there was a
lot to be noted.
Beyond these Bulletin writings, Edith found time, with
colleagues, to complete the first compiling and recording of
county court documents, and then to co-chair the Fairfax
County Historical Commission for several years.
The Bulletin pieces were mostly extensive documentations
of local estates, their families, interconnections between the
gentry, and eastern Fairfax County development through the
first two-thirds of the 20th century, the results of exhaustive
detective work into regional archives and library collections,
plus interviews of early residents. (Persons interested in “full
disclosure” of her delightful writings should visit the Hollin
Hills Archive at the George Mason University Library.)
What will appear here and in later Bulletins are transcriptions of Edith’s writing, edited down to be of most interest to
current residents who may wonder “where that term comes
from” in a number of contexts.
—Scott Wilson, Hollin Hills Historian

Fort Willard. At the top of the hill in Belle Haven, on Fort Willard
Circle. This fort completed the circle of fortifications that surrounded Washington during the Civil War.
Fort Washington. First garrisoned by the Emperor of the Piscataway
Indians in the 17th century, the bluff across from Fort Hunt, in
Maryland, was occupied by the Maryland Colony for one year in
1644. It was the site of “Warburton Manor” of the Digges family
from 1650; in 1808 Thomas Digges sold three acres to the U.S. and
by 1811 Fort Warburton was built. When the British came up the
river in the War of 1812 to burn Washington, the Fort was abandoned and the magazine blown up, leaving the city of Alexandria
defenseless. Captain Sam Dyson was dishonorably discharged for
this act. The city paid $100,000 immunity to the British. The present Fort Washington dates from 1815-1824. L’Enfant designed part
of it. Between 1815 and 1836, $454,103 was spent on Fort
Washington. Although it was garrisoned during the Civil War,
Spanish-American War, and World War I, no shot was ever fired
from this classic fort with moat and drawbridge. Since 1930 it has
been part of the National Capital Park System.
Hybla Valley. Name taken from Mount Hybla [which in some maps
was the ridge along present-day Martha’s Circle], which first
appeared on a Mason family deed of 1826. In 1829 the Simpson
farm, now Hollin Hills, bore this name. Hybla Valley Airport was
once considered as a mooring spot from (continued on page 6)
trans-Atlantic dirigible flights by the builders
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What’s in a [local] name? from page 5
of the Graf Zeppelin.
Mount Vernon Boulevard [now, Parkway]. Completed in 1932 for
the bi-centennial of Washington’s birth, the idea of a memorial
highway first took form in an editorial in the National Republican
paper in 1887. Headed by M.B. Harlow, an Alexandria banker, the
Mount Vernon Avenue Association was formed in 1888. Mr.
Harlow was the only member of the Association still active by 1928,
when Congress finally authorized the construction. Perhaps it is a
pity that one original conception of the Association was not carried
out, for they proposed the division of the 14 mile route into sections
for each state, each to be landscaped with native trees and adorned
with statues of its citizens.
Mount Vernon. The estate dates back to the patent taken out in
1669 by John Washington and Nicholas Spencer of 5,000 acres
between Dogue Creek and Little Hunting Creek, in the freshes
(fresh-water marshes) of the Potomac. George Washington lived at
Mount Vernon for four years (1735-1739) as a child, returning
there about 1747 to live with his brother Lawrence. Lawrence
named the plantation for Admiral Vernon, under whom he served
in the British naval expedition to Cartegena, Columbia. Shortly
after Lawrence’s death in 1752 the plantation passed to George. By
1786 the estate included 8,251 acres. Mount Vernon was divided
into five farms – Mansion House Farm, Union Farm, River Farm,
Muddy Hole Farm, and Dogue Run Farm.
New Alexandria. About 1892, when the electric railroad was being
built from Alexandria to Mount Vernon, promoters took an option
on 1,600 acres and formed the New Alexandria Land and River
Improvement Company. [Covering roughly everything east of Fort
Hunt Road from Cameron Run south through the current high-rise
apartments]. Streets and lots were laid out, and inducements were
offered to industry to settle there. A 62-room hotel, a basket works,
furniture factory, and the roundhouse of the railroad were there, but
all have since disappeared.
Northern Neck. The region between the Potomac and
Rappahannock rivers was first granted by Charles II to six noblemen in 1649. Lord Culpeper acquired the grant, and through
him, by inheritance, Thomas, Lord Fairfax. The boundaries took
in 23 counties in Virginia and West Virginia, a total of 5,282,000
acres. Not until the Revolution did this domain pass entirely into
private hands.
Popkins Farm. This farm once extended to the
Potomac from Richmond Highway. A homestead
known as Clifton stood near the brick house of J.E.
Popkins [since replaced with apartment buildings south
of Popkins Road].
Telegraph Road. Named for a part of the WashingtonNew Orleans Telegraph Company line between
Washington and Petersburg. Built in 1847, this was one
of the first telegraph lines in the world. Earlier this was
known as The Old Stage Road, the Back Road to Pohick
Church, or the Hunting Creek Turnpike.

The house and grounds at Woodlawn are open Friday
through Monday, 11am-3pm, from April through December.

Virginia. What is now the Commonwealth of Virginia was originally part of the Spanish possessions in America. In 1584 a grant of
600 miles north of Spanish settlement in Florida was conferred by
Queen Elizabeth on Sir Walter Raleigh. The Queen named this for
herself, the Virgin Queen. The charter given the Virginia Company
in 1609 took in 200 miles north and south from the Virginia capes
and extended to the Pacific Ocean, supposed to be not far away.
Washington, Alexandria and Mount Vernon Electric Railway. As
early as 1859 a horsecar railroad was planned to Mount Vernon, at
a cost of $40,000, but it was never built. Of the 75-cent fare, the
Mount Vernon Ladies Association was to have received five cents. It
was not, however, until 1890 that the Alexandria and Fairfax
Passenger Railroad Company was chartered “to build and maintain
a railroad by animal, horse, cable or electric power through
Alexandria and for a distance of 10 miles into Fairfax County.” In
1892 the name was changed and the first car operated in time for
the Grand Army of the Republic encampment in Washington. The
train travelled at 25 miles an hour and had a parlor car with mirrored walls, drapes and lounge chairs for important travelers, such as
Presidents Taft, McKinley, and Roosevelt. The line was extended to
Washington in 1896, and carried farm produce into the city. In 1929
the road was bought by the A.B. & W. lines, and liquidated in 1931.
Woodlawn. Built on 2,000 acres left by George Washington to his
wife’s granddaughter Nelly Custis and her husband, Lawrence
Lewis. The house was built on designs of William Thornton, architect of the Capitol, and completed in 1805. The Lewis family sold
it in 1846 to the Quaker community, who occupied it until 1892,
when it was bought by the New Alexandria Land and River
Development Company as a proposed terminal for the electric railway to Mount Vernon. The house remained vacant until 1901
when playwright Vaughan Kester owned it for four years. Miss
Elizabeth Sharpe of Pennsylvania next purchased and restored the
house, selling it in 1925 to Senator Underwood of Alabama. In
1949 the Woodlawn Foundation purchased it and turned it over to
the administration of the National Trust in 1951. Its name is taken
from the towering trees which surround it. Even when out of repair,
Woodlawn has exerted a powerful attraction. One observer said during the Civil War “For anyone who has a love of the beautiful…this
residence would be a treasure…I would be the happiest man in
Virginia if I owned the place.”
—Edited and condensed by Scott Wilson, Hollin Hills Historian
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Design Revue

June DRC Actions
The Design Review Committee (DRC) met on Wednesday, June
14, 2017, at Sherwood Regional Library. Members present included Frank Collins (Chair), John Burns, John Nolan, Ginnie Wallace
and Ken Wilson.

• 1937 Martha's Road, McMullen residence: The DRC approved
as presented revised plans submitted by the homeowners for a studio addition at the rear of the home. The DRC had previously
reviewed the homeowners’ plans and provided guidance on locating
the addition.

materials to be used to
build the fence and its
precise location on the
property before final
approval. The committee
also advised the homeowners on a minor
painting issue and on the
replacement of French
doors to the deck.

• 2406 Brentwood Place, Davidson residence: The DRC concep- Other Actions:
tually approved a project submitted by the homeowner to extend a
master bedroom. The committee asked Mr. Davidson to study the
pitch of the roof on the proposed extension with an eye to maximizing its height and maintaining the eave line. The homeowner
will meet with the DRC again prior to final approval of the project.

• 2211 Martha's Road, Geschwind/McLaughlin residence: The
DRC conceptually approved a project submitted by the homeowners to expand the kitchen at the front of their home. The committee requested more details on the proposed facade treatment and
sought assurances that the masonry base of the addition be compatible with the rest of the residence.

Between the DRC's May
and June meetings, the
committee acted on the
following:

About the DRC
The Civic Association of Hollin
Hills DRC meets monthly to offer
homeowners guidance about
potential exterior property renovations and whether those desired
renovations are in harmony
and conformity with the association’s Design Review Guidelines.
All DRC-approved projects are
subject to and must comply
with Fairfax County building
regulations, policies, and codes.
Homeowners should complete
appropriate County permit processes
prior to the start of any renovations.

• 2407 Nemeth Court,
Vance/Rust residence:
A roof replacement
project submitted by
the homeowners was approved administratively

• 7500 Elba Road Heffner/Hight residence: The DRC conceptu-

• 7507 Elba Road, Morris/Knopf residence: Received follow-up
information requested at the May meeting from the homeowners
related to a landscaping project at the front of their home.

ally approved a project submitted by the homeowners for a shed
attached to the home and limited backyard fencing. The committee asked the homeowners to follow up with information about the

A report on the July and August DRC meetings will appear in
the next issue of the Bulletin.
—Chris McNamara

Planning&Zoning
The Planning & Zoning (P&Z) and Transportation Committees of the
Mt. Vernon Council of Citizens Associations (MVCCA) met at a joint
session in June. Topics included:
Riverside Apartments
A major expansion is planned for the Riverside Apartments situated
just west of Richmond Highway on Huntington Avenue. The three
existing widely spread out highrise buildings are scheduled for renovation. Five new lower rise apartment buildings are currently
planned along with parking garages. There are no plans for retail or
office space, but nothing was said about the existing dental office.
The four people from Riverside presented the expansion as being
environmentally friendly. The concentration of single bedroom
units in the expanded development may minimize the number of
residents, since they would not attract families with children.
Traffic patterns in the area remain difficult, but a number of road
improvements were mentioned.
George Washington Parkway
A senor officer of the U.S. Park Police spoke about traffic problems
of the George Washington Parkway. There was a clear message that
the National Park Service believes that the Parkways is mainly to be
appreciated for its scenic value and not as a highway. It was equally
clear that the Park Police and the Fairfax County Police seldom
interact except in emergencies.

There is only one police car at any time on the George Washing
ton Parkway, and the police seldom make arrests unless vehicles are
going at least 20 mph over the posted speed limit.
In addition, the officer pointed out that bicycles are not permitted on the Parkway and mentioned that the Park Service has plans
for work on some of the bridges.
—Burt Kronstedt

CLASSIFIEDS
ESTATE SALE at Solveig Cox's house, 7419 Hopa Court,
on the weekend of August 5-6. Many beautiful pieces
will be available, vintage Solveig pieces both pre-and postcat! Throughout her career, Solveig often swapped pieces
with other wonderful potters and many of those will be
available as well. The sale will be conducted by Hadley
and Associates. The hours are 10-3 both days.
HOME NEEDED: Friendly, gentle, “used” mid-century
modern house cat, 4 years old, good health, spayed female,
desires loving home. Please contact Pam Richmond.
Home phone: 703-768-7989, cell: 571-257-9152.
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preserve Hollin Hills’ architectural integrity, but also protect the
considerable financial investment that many of us have in our
homes. If we stand by do nothing, Hollin Hills’ loss of value will
affect all of us in many different ways.
Is litigation a solution?
Litigation is one option. I used to be a litigator. This is expensive
(think $$$$$$$) and you never know how it will turn out. A lawyer
can only tell you how the litigation should end, but there can be no
guarantees. Given the Civic Association’s voluntary character, as well
as its many responsibilities (including ownership of more than 30
acres of woodland), raising money to pay lawyers should not be its
focus. Nor is litigation among neighbors the best enforcement path.
The HOD option
Another option is to request that the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors vote to designate Hollin Hills as a Historic Overlay
District (HOD). This would make compliance with the Hollin
Hills architectural covenants part of the process of applying for the
various county permits necessary before building can commence.

The question, of course, is how will the HOD designation impact
each of us? HOD status will only happen if the Hollin Hills’ community supports seeking the designation. As part of the process, the
Civic Association will negotiate with the county concerning the
design standards that will govern future renovations. Here the Civic
Association would have the existing Design Review Guidelines
presently in effect (see the HH website, www.HollinHills.net, or
your Hollin HIlls telephone directory) to guide it.
Community-wide meetings to explore HOD
Over the next several months, the CAHH will explore this
proposal in much greater depth, and beginning this fall, it will
hold community-wide meetings to share the information it learns
and to consider community concerns about the proposal.
Hopefully, as many homeowners as possible will take the time to
review the information that the CAHH provides both in the
newsletter and at informational meetings. (As part of the learning
process, the committee will be posting information on this topic
on the Hollin Hills website.)
—Barbara Ward

CIVIC ASSOCIATION OF HOLLIN HILLS
1600 Paul Spring Rd., Alexandria, VA 22307

