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The Masorti Movement in Israel

•	 Inclusive and welcoming

•	 80 egalitarian, traditional kehillot (see map)

•	 Life cycle ceremonies outside the control of  
	 the State Rabbanut

•	 More than 850 Israeli b’nai mitzvah each year

•	 Bar and bat mitzvahs through Adraba, the  
	 Shirley Lowy Center for Children and Youth with 			
	 Disabilities; more than 4,000 to date

•	 About 1,000 egalitarian minyanim a  year at 			 
	 Robinson’s Arch at the Kotel

•	 Jewish Pluralism Watch – keeping tabs on religious 

	 pluralism at the Knesset

•	 20 NOAM youth groups throughout Israel; 

	 Ramah/NOAM summer camp

•	 Hannaton Mechina – Pre-army education and  
	 volunteer program

•	 Marom – program for young adults



Religious freedom is vital for a thriving democracy and a dynamic 
spiritual life.  The Masorti Movement is committed to a pluralistic, egalitarian 
and democratic vision of Zionism that integrates secular beliefs with Jewish 
law (halacha) in a welcoming and inclusive environment.
Masorti is growing!
• Over the last decade twice as many Israelis identify themselves as Masorti Jews.
• Congregations in 74 locations.
• Opportunities for life-long Jewish learning and social action projects abound. 

Masorti brings Israelis back to Judaism.
Our rabbis create a welcoming, dynamic environment that engages people wherever they are on the spectrum of 
observance. So many Israelis are turned away from Judaism by ultra-Orthodox control over Jewish law and its 
impact on civil rights and life in Israel. Today, thanks to the Masorti Movement and its partners, Israelis are curious 
about their heritage and we are bringing them back.

Masorti empowers women.
Many Israeli girls do not receive any form of Jewish education, most never become an educated Bat Mitzvah or get 
called to the Torah. Through their participation in Masorti community life, young girls and women become 
aware that this is their right.

Masorti is welcoming.  
Our congregations, NOAM youth movement, kindergartens, and adult learning programs specialize in outreach 
and welcome all who wish to participate.

• Jews by Choice and immigrants are welcomed into our communities, no matter where they come from, who converted them 
or how far along they are in the process.

• We are a big tent. People join who are gay or straight, who grew up secular or ultra-Orthodox, they all find their place with us.
• Thousands of boys and girls with disabilities have become a Bar or Bat Mitzvah through our special programs. Many go on to 

participate in our inclusive NOAM chapters and our Netaim program at Camp Ramah-NOAM. 

Masorti invests in children, who are our future. 
• Wonderful kindergartens filled to capacity.
• 21 NOAM chapters throughout Israel impact thousands of children in weekly programs with a strong Jewish education 

component.
• Camp Ramah-NOAM, the only traditional, egalitarian, Jewish sleep-away summer camp in Israel, brings 750 children together 

in nature to experience Jewish living.
• Growing up in the movement, many young people choose to stay connected through our young adult and pre-army 

education and social action programs that synthesize Jewish learning and values with social action projects. 

Masorti’s Jewish Pluralism Watch. 
In keeping with our mission, Masorti established JPW, a unique institute that monitors Knesset Members’ votes and 
statements on religious pluralism, addresses a multitude of issues such as civil marriage and divorce, burial rights, the 
status of Jews by Choice, the status of women in the IDF, and inclusion of members of the gay community, etc.

Your support is essential to securing Israel’s spiritual future!

Relation to donor: 
Please send notification of the tribute to:
Name: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip: 
Please indicate the gift is from: 

Your Name: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip: 
Phone: (w)  (h) 
Email: 
Synagogue: 

  YES, I would like to make a gift in the amount of:   $36    $72    $100    $180    $360    $500  
(Please note: to process your gift as a tribute, it must be a minimum of $36.)  $1000+ contact us    $ 

This gift is:   in honor of  in memory of  

  My check is enclosed  Charge my credit card:  MasterCard  AmEx  Visa  Discover

Card Number: Expiration Date:  Security Code: 

 I am interested in information about Planned Giving and/or non-taxable charitable IRA withdrawals.

To donate online, please visit www.masorti.org. For more information, call (212) 870-2216 or email info@masorti.org 
Donations to Masorti, a 501(c)(3) organization, are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

Our link with Israel is strengthened when Israel is a welcoming home 
to all streams of Judaism

Masorti is on the map, literally and figuratively
Members of Masorti kehillot can be found in positions of leadership and responsibility throughout the country. 
Indeed, one reason the ultra-Orthodox are now fighting so hard is precisely because they see how much Masorti 
is growing.

Masorti growth comes in large part from Israelis who participate in a Masorti service at a bar or bat mitzvah, or 
who are guests at a wedding, and who like what they see (and what they feel) and then want to organize their 
own community.

Masorti is family friendly and egalitarian
There is the notion that Israelis are either “dati” (religious) or secular. In popular parlance, dati has come to mean 
identified with the official religious establishment, and that is what many Israelis do not want. Instead, they want 
what Masorti has to offer – a traditional approach to Jewish life which is both egalitarian and non-judgmental.

Programs for all
Unlike most Orthodox synagogues in Israel, Masorti kehillot are much more than just places for prayer. In 
addition to lectures and study for adults, Masorti’s NOAM youth group has 20 Chapters throughout the country. 
At the three week Ramah/NOAM summer camp, 650 young Israelis participated. The camp experience is as  
significant for Jewish life in Israel as it has been in the United States. Many of today’s Masorti leaders are  
graduates of NOAM and Ramah/NOAM.

Jewish Pluralism Watch (JPW)
Modeled after groups in the United States who report on government events, JPW tracks and reports on 
developments in the Knesset relating to religious pluralism, conversions, marriage and divorce, burial rights – 
and all things which impact the daily lives of Israelis.

Religious Affairs Bureau
Masorti offers an alternative to the official State Rabbanut for all life cycle events – and Israelis come to Masorti 
even when, with marriage, for example, the wedding is not legally recognized.


