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Tim Hudson, trumpet
As the prelude is played, prepare your home, yourself, and your family to enter into this time of worship.

Gathering
Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song; sing God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful!
Let the faithful celebrate with glory; let them shout for joy! Praise the LORD!

Hymn

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

UMH 559
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The Word, read & proclaimed
Numbers 9:1-14
The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the ﬁrst month of the second year after they
had come out of the land of Egypt, saying: Let the Israelites keep the passover at its appointed time.
On the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you shall keep it at its appointed time; according to
all its statutes and all its regulations you shall keep it.
So Moses told the Israelites that they should keep the passover. They kept the passover in the ﬁrst
month, on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, in the wilderness of Sinai. Just as the Lord
had commanded Moses, so the Israelites did.
Now there were certain people who were unclean through touching a corpse, so that they could not
keep the passover on that day. They came before Moses and Aaron on that day, and said to him,
“Although we are unclean through touching a corpse, why must we be kept from presenting the
Lord’s oﬀering at its appointed time among the Israelites?” Moses spoke to them, “Wait, so that I
may hear what the Lord will command concerning you.”
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to the Israelites, saying: Anyone of you or your
descendants who is unclean through touching a corpse, or is away on a journey, shall still keep the
passover to the Lord. In the second month on the fourteenth day, at twilight, they shall keep it; they
shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. They shall leave none of it until morning, nor
break a bone of it; according to all the statute for the passover they shall keep it. But anyone who is
clean and is not on a journey, and yet refrains from keeping the passover, shall be cut oﬀ from the
people for not presenting the Lord’s oﬀering at its appointed time; such a one shall bear the
consequences for the sin. Any alien residing among you who wishes to keep the passover to the Lord
shall do so according to the statute of the passover and according to its regulation; you shall have
one statute for both the resident alien and the native.”

Sermon
“God in Our Wilderness Wanderings”
Rev. Ross Carter

Horace William Petherick (1839-1919), “The Exodus,” Museum of Croydon, Croydon, England.
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of the People
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Giving

“Take My Life”

Chris Tomlin (b. 1972)
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Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sending Forth
Grant, O Lord, that what has been said with our lips we may believe in our hearts, and that what we
believe in our hearts we may practice in our lives.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Copyright Acknowledgements

All music is in the public domain or has been used with permission.

Worship Notes
Prelude
Craig Phillips is a distinguished and popular American composer and organist and, since 2009,
Director of Music at All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Beverly Hills, California. His March for Trumpet and
Organ was a commissioned work for Susan Hollingsworth Grimes and John Wallace Sweetland in
celebration of their marriage on March 4, 2000 by Terry S. Knowles and Marshall A. Rutter. The
musical form of the piece is that of a rondo, with the opening march-like theme recurring twice,
always in the triumphal key of D major. Between each repetition of the march-like, opening theme is
a more lyrical theme that occurs in various keys. This piece is a wonderful alternative to the usual
trumpet march wedding fare.
Hymn
This ancient Latin hymn from the seventh century about blessed Jerusalem is based on St. Paul’s
description of the church in Ephesians 2:20-21: “built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord.” As “living stones,” we are joined together to form a
“spiritual house,” with Christ as the foundation of all. The tune WESTMINSTER ABBEY is adapted
from an anthem of the famous seventeenth-century English composer Henry Purcell (1659-1695).
Since its use at the wedding of Princess Margaret and Antony Armstrong-Jones in Westminster
Abbey, this hymn has had growing use at weddings.
Oﬀertory
Chris Tomlin’s name is synonymous with contemporary Christian worship music. With a decades-long
career in the industry, Tomlin has written some of the most famous modern worship anthems in the
genre, including the likes of “How Great Is Our God” and “The Wonderful Cross,” among many
others. Tomlin’s reimagining of Frances Havergal’s beloved him, “Take My Life (And Let It Be),” adds
to it the refrain, “Here am I, all of me / Take my life, it’s all for Thee.” Our entire lives are meant to be
oﬀerings to God because of how God in and through Jesus Christ has brought redemption to us and
to all creation. The call to discipleship requires our whole lives, which this hymn articulates very well.
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