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engage new and surprising relationships. Incarnation
teaches us that the good news of the Christ is meant to be
lived. But incarnation alone doesn’t get our attention.
Epiphany — the other side of Christmas — is about
manifestation, an event that shows us something clearly. Our
culture has conditioned us to see flashy signs, melodrama,
and big production value as the way to get our attention or
to persuade us to purchase something because somehow
our lives would be incomplete without it. Always flashier;
always more. But I think all the vibrant advertising and
entertainment has dulled our spirits because we no longer
see the holiness of ordinary things, the simple ways God
comes to us. After all, Jesus comes as a baby in a manger in
a small town among a small people in an insignificant corner
of the world. There’s nothing flashy about it, but in those
humble beginnings God calls to us from eternity to see the
depths of his love in the same way he calls to us from the
suffering of the cross. Every manifestation of Jesus to the
world, every moment of grace is an epiphany pointing us to
new life.
The Jesus stories we tell at Christmas remind us that the
world’s transformation began just by Jesus being born and
beheld — incarnation and epiphany. Think about that. An
infant has no way of persuading people to love them or
understand them apart from cries and screams. No one
knows what they’ll do or how their life will turn out for them.
They simply are. On the other side, no one can lie to an
infant or pretend to be someone they aren’t. Before children
all our pretensions and ambitions mean nothing. We can
only be what we truly are. Just by being born and beheld
Jesus changes everything. Before performing any miracle,
calling any disciples, preaching any sermons, or challenging
any religious authority, Jesus reveals God’s grace to us even
as he rests in his mother’s arms.
The vulnerability with which Jesus enters the world is the
same vulnerability he reveals on the cross at Golgotha. It is
the same “power made perfect in weakness” and the same
“perfect love that drives out all fear,” surprising and
unassuming, yet totally transformative. People had many
more things to say about Jesus as Bethlehem gave way to
Golgotha. They’re still talking about him today. So what do
you say about Jesus? Have you seen him? Has he set you
free? Has his salvation truly made a difference in you?

I wonder what people said about you when you were
born. Does your family have stories about what people
thought or said the first time they saw you? Unfortunately,
Scripture doesn’t give us cute memories of Jesus as a baby,
though I’m sure there were those. Among the Gospels only
Matthew and Luke share a precious few stories about Jesus’s
birth and childhood.
One of those stories happens eight days after Jesus’s birth.
Mary and Joseph take their infant son to the temple in
Jerusalem to be circumcised as a sign of the covenant made
with Abraham according to the Law of Moses, and name him
Jesus. In the temple they encounter a devout elderly man
filled with the Holy Spirit, named Simeon, and a prophetess
deeply faithful in her truth-speaking vocation, named Anna.
Simeon and Anna lived long on the promise of the messiah,
with the Holy Spirit helping them to trust in God even as time
eroded the trust of others. Neither Simeon nor Anna gawk at
Jesus or pinch his cheeks. Rather they both announce the
mystery that through the life and suffering of this weak,
innocent child Israel will be delivered and God’s light will
illumine the Gentiles.
This passage teaches us that the Christmas miracle — God
with us — has two sides, incarnation and epiphany.
Incarnation is all about God becoming flesh and blood and
moving into the neighborhood, about God willingly entering
the limits and vulnerabilities of human beings without losing
any of what makes God divine and transcendent. Jesus
comes to make us sharers in the story of salvation, so that as his
disciples we will learn to extend grace to others and to
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A LOOK AHEAD:
GROWING IN CHRIST
2020 LAY LEADERSHIP
The list of the 2020 lay leadership is available in the Welcome
Center and Narthex.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Circle 5 will meet Tuesday, January 14 at 7:00
p.m. in the Heritage Center. All women are
invited to join us. For more information, please
contact Doris Jefferson at 336-228-0130.
TRAINING WORKSHOPS FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH LEADERS
Saturday, January 25
Location, topics, and registration link will be coming soon.
FAMILY WINTERFEST AND CHILI COOK-OFF
Our Family WinterFest and Chili Cook-Off will be on Sunday,
January 26 from 5-7 p.m. Ms. Marcy and
the Children’s Council have planned all
kinds of fun, winter activities for all ages. Do
you make a really good chili? Enter our
Chili Cook-Off and let your Front Street
friends be the judge! Visit
www.frontstreetumc.org for full details and
to register for the Chili Cook-Off.

INTRODUCING OUR DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MISSION TEAM
Front Street will be sending a mission team to the Dominican
Republic on January 18 - 25. Team members are:
Evan Gilgo
Kelly Glick
David Hoxie
Betty Huneycutt
Betsy Huneycutt
Andre Johnson
Adam Long
Reagan McGuinn

Suzie McGuinn
Margaret Pardue
Claire Piatt
Jim Piatt
Jennifer Smith
Nancy Wilson
Taylor Wilson

The team will serve the people of the Dominican Republic by
painting and handing out water filtration systems, as well as
feeding children and doing a “Kids Club.” They will also be
working with a local pastor of a Haitian
community. If you would like to make a
financial donation to support the team
and the projects they will be
undertaking while in the Dominican
Republic, make checks payable to Front Street UMC with ‘DR
Mission’ in the memo-line, and drop your check in the offering
plate or mail it to the church office. Please keep the team in
your prayers as they prepare for this experience, and while
they are in the Dominican Republic.

SHARING CHRIST
JANUARY FOOD DRIVE
Front Street’s Backpack Ministry supplies
food for children at Eastlawn Elementary
who would otherwise go hungry over
the weekend. In the month of January
we are asking for the following specific
food items which will be used to support
our Backpack Ministry.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
The Mission of Hope/Dominican Republic Mission Team would
like to say a big THANK YOU for the amazing and wonderful
support for their take out lunch fundraiser on December 8.
We are so blessed to be part of a church family that is both
generous, and supportive of local, national, and international
missions! $1,268.50 was raised from this event. We love you
and ask for your prayers as we begin other preparations for
the trip in late January.

●
●
●
●

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER
In case of inclement weather, the church office will follow the
delays and closures of the City of Burlington (not the
Alamance Burlington School System). For worship
services, any cancellations will be publicized on
Facebook, our website, FOX8 and WFMY News 2.

pasta
canned beans
canned meat
rice

●
●
●
●

pasta sauce (no glass jars please)
cans of corn or mixed vegetables
cans of fruit
snack packs (Jell-O or fruit cups)

Please deposit your donations in the Welcome Center. This
collection will continue through January 31.

Prayers
 The family of Chip and Jim Euliss upon
the death of their grandfather, John
David Brady, on December 31
 Doris Jefferson who is recovering from a
fractured hip
 Web Jones who is recovering from
surgery on his foot

Staff
Senior Pastor
Ross Carter
Pastor of Discipleship
Patrick Murphy
Youth Minister
Chris Huneycutt

 Don Milligan who is recovering from
back surgery

Director of Children’s
Ministry
Marcy McAdams

 John and Kathy Rendall upon the death
of Kathy’s sister on December12

Minister of Visitation
Leslie Peavy

Thank You
SPECIAL OFFERINGS IN DECEMBER
Thank you to everyone who gave to our
Christmas Eve offerings. A total of
$3,544.75 was collected at our noon and
8:00 p.m. communion services. This will be
divided between the church budget and
missions. $1,577.50 was collected at our
children's service which will go to our
Eastlawn Backpack Ministry. Thank you
for your generosity.
The church office will be
closed Monday, January
20, in observance of Martin
Luther King Jr.’s birthday.

FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
FOR 2019

YTD Actual Giving – $1,245,879.53
YTD Budgeted Giving - $1,276,095.28

Organist/Director of
Music
Matt Brittain
Choirmaster
Laura Sam
Director of Aldersgate
Music
Clay Stevenson
Finance Manager
Tammy Page
Administrative Assistant
Pamela Shields
Communications
Coordinator
Joanna Strelow
Building Superintendent
Jackie Long
Maintenance
Joe Peloquin
Zach Mace
Playschool/Babies
Morning Out Director
Rebecca Hurdle
Afterschool Director
Catherine Mills

A LOOK BACK AT FRONT STREET EVENTS FROM DECEMBER 2019
BREAKFAST WITH MARY & JOSEPH

CHILDREN & YOUTH CHOIRS SHARE IN WORSHIP

AZALEA MINISTRY

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

Special Gifts
Allied Churches

Methodist Home for Children

In honor of Patrick Murphy by

In memory of Christine Fonville by

Children’s Ministry

Music Fund

In honor of Marcy McAdams by

In honor of Matt Brittain by

Peggy Smith

Lee & Emily Conner
FSUMC Circle #5
Christ Offering

In memory of Tom B. Sain by
Nancy Sain
Dominican Republic Mission Trip

In honor of David Hoxie by
Jo Anna Silver

Bob Fonville, Jr.

Coy & Clara Clayton
Front Street United Methodist Women
Peggy Smith

In honor of Chancel Choir by
Coy & Clara Clayton

In memory of Marian Garrison by
June Reid

In memory of Patty Garrison by

Endowment Fund

June Reid

In memory of Harriet Bingenheimer by

In memory of Carrie Genaway by

Margaret Blackwell

In honor of Ross Carter by
Curtis & Sharon Beal
Peggy Smith

Salley Bradford
Gene & Elizabeth Fonville
David & Gladys Laws
Marshall & Carol Old
Jesse & Elaine Williams

In memory of Herbert & Marian Duff by

In memory of Linda Harris by

Sharon Brengel

In memory of Dr. Robert “Bob” Ellington by
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Smith

In memory of Carrie Genaway by

Alice Thompson

In memory of Robin Faulconer Reid by
June Reid
Becky Stearns

Tom & Lynn Chandler
Shirley Fonville

In honor of Laura Sam by

In memory of Donald Reed Kernodle by

In memory of Bill & Janet Winstead by

Bobby Garrison

In honor of Patrick Murphy by
Curtis & Sharon Beal

In memory of Bruce Overman, Jr. by
Richard & Glenda Blue

In memory of Edwin Stewart by
Carolina Realty of Chapel Hill

Coy & Clara Clayton
Bob & Hy Harris

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

In memory of Charles & Rachel Vogler by
Debra Pendleton
Wheelchair Ramp Fund

In memory of Adrian Smith, Jr. by
Peggy Smith

Hymnal Fund

Youth ASP

In memory of Harriet Bingenheimer by

In honor of Becky Johnson by

In memory of Carrie Genaway by

Youth Ministries

Alice Thompson
Alice Thompson

In honor of the Family of Mary Ann Inabnit by
Alice Thompson

In memory of Mary Ann Inabnit
Alice Thompson
Library Fund

Patsy Pringle

In honor of Chris Huneycutt by
Peggy Smith

In honor of Anna Thomas by
David & Becky Johnson

In honor of Clay Thomas by
David & Becky Johnson

In memory of Saralynn Hancock by
Jimmy & Pat Joyner
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