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BOATLOADS OF SHAME CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER
Since Adam and Eve we’ve been told that we’re nothing
but sinful people. But let’s not confuse our identity as
creatures with our sinfulness because they aren’t the same
thing. Adam and Eve, in innocence, taste the fruit and
believe the fantasy that they can know what good and evil
mean, like God. Their freedom to trust God, each other, and
themselves, and to live in community with God and creation
is broken. Their identity ceases to be determined by God’s
love for them as creatures created in God’s image. Now,
identity becomes something they have to make for
themselves without God.
Sin does the same to us. It twists the image of God in us
into a fantasy that we can be strong, independent, resistant,
and stable on our own—self-made in our own image.
Instead of thriving in the life God has made possible for us we
struggle to survive death by competing for life. We wound
others because we are wounded, we shame others because
we are ashamed. Yes. We’re weak compared to God,
dependent on God’s grace, vulnerable to sin and being
sinned against, and unstable in our words, actions, and
commitments. Sin makes us ashamed that we are
creatures—weak, dependent, vulnerable, unstable creatures,
and not gods. Yet God created us that way and called it
good. The truth is, God cannot hate what God has created
in love. That’s to say, sin changes our opinion about God,
and not God’s opinion of us.
In Lent we remember we are dust, and that in death we
will return to dust. But that dust, although weak and capable
of falling apart, is inherently valuable to God. In Jesus, God
refuses to let sin determine our relationship to God. In the
Spirit, God heals the wounds of shame and brokenness that
result from sin. And that is good news.
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FILL A DOZEN EASTER EGGS
Want to bring joy to children in our Front Street community
this Easter? Fill one or two dozen eggs with
candy, and the occasional $1 bill (no coins
please) and bring them to the church office
by March 30 . They will be hidden for the
children to find at our Easter Egg Hunt on
April 4 at Lake Mackintosh (Burlington). This
event is sponsored by our Children’s
Ministry. Thank you for your support.

One of my favorite songs by The Avett Brothers is “Shame.”
The chorus goes something like this: “Shame, boatloads of
shame / Day after day, more of the same. / Blame, please lift it
off / Please take it off, please make it stop.” When I listen to this
song, it calls to my mind the impact that shame has on people
and relationships. In the opening line of the song the brothers
sing, “Okay so I was wrong about / the reasons for us fallin’
out / of love I want to fall back in.”
Traditionally, the Church has interpreted the reasons for us
“fallin’ out of love” with God as the original sin of Adam and
Eve and God’s handling of it. We’ve heard this story before,
but if we listen to the heart of this text, we discover sin’s wound
lurking in the background. If you haven’t guessed it yet, the
wound of sin that distorts how we see ourselves, the world, and
relate to others is shame.
Shame stands in the way of falling back in love with God.
It convinces us that we need to hide our brokenness and
touch ourselves up here and there, so that God will accept us,
and maybe then we can be loved by others—but not before.
In the garden, Adam and Eve clothe their nakedness
because of the shame that accompanies their sin. From then
on, the essence of this story lingers in the background of
everything we think, say, feel, and do. For most of us, we’ve
been taught that sin originates in Adam and Eve’s decision to
knowingly disobey God. Thanks to the serpent, they abuse
their God-given freedom as creatures by eating the fruit,
taking it upon themselves to judge good and evil, truth and lie.
Human relationships hereafter are tainted with the violence of
sin.
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A LOOK AHEAD:
KNOWING CHRIST
EVENSONG
The chancel choirs of the Episcopal Church of the Holy
Comforter and Front Street United
Methodist Church join forces for an
Evensong to celebrate the Feast of
St. Patrick on Sunday, March 15 at
5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary of Front
Street United Methodist Church. A
reception will follow in the Heritage
Center. A nursery for children under 5 will be provided.
LENTEN RECITAL
Front Street is hosting a Lenten Recital featuring Matt Brittain,
organ and Amy Marsh, cello on Friday,
April 3 at noon in the Sanctuary. The
recital will last between 35 and 40
minutes. There is no charge to
attend. Invite a friend and join us.
GROWING IN CHRIST
ENCOUNTER WITH THE BORDER
Recently, Pastor Patrick traveled to the U.S./Mexico border
with a group of pastors, District Superintendents, and Bishop
Hope Morgan Ward in order to encounter the reality of what
is going on there in the lives of immigrant arrivals, migrant
camps, the work of the church, and those who work
alongside law enforcement. On Monday, March 9 at 7:00
p.m. in Room 301, Patrick will be sharing what he learned on
this trip, as well as the stories of individuals and families whose
lives have been shaped by the shifting policies and reality of
our southern border. If you have any interest in learning the
truth about the border, immigration, and what the church's
role should be in the midst of that, please come, and bring
questions. Childcare is provided for children under 5.
JOURNEY TO THE CROSS
All children are invited to “Journey to the Cross,” a
child-focused journey toward the cross that will
deliver the message of Easter in an impactful and
personal way. Activities focused on Jesus’ love
and forgiveness demonstrate the real meaning of

Easter: our risen Christ’s victory over death! This event begins
at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays, March 22 and 29 in rooms 302 and
307!
FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY PIZZA AND MOVIE NIGHT
Everyone is invited to join us for pizza and a movie on Friday,
March 27. The feature movie is Toy Story, rated G. Pizza will
be served at 5:15 p.m., followed by the movie screening at
6:30 p.m. The cost for pizza is $5 per
person or $10 per family. There is no
cost to only attend the movie
viewing. In order to help us prepare,
please let us know you’re coming
by registering at
www.frontstreetumc.org between
March 15 and March 25. This event
is sponsored by the Family Life Ministry Team. If you have
questions, please contact Carol Sineath at
cwsineath@gmail.com.
SHARING CHRIST
LENTEN SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Are you giving up something tangible for Lent? Perhaps it’s
coffee, chocolate, sweets, or soda. Consider using the
money you save by not buying these items to purchase
school supplies for the Classroom
Closet, and support our local
educators. The Classroom Closet
is a volunteer-led, non-profit
organization that relies on grants
and donations from local
sponsors to allow teachers to
inexpensively fully equip their
classrooms. This drive will run through Lent and end on April
10. Visit our website or the Welcome Center for a list of items
and more information. Please drop donations in the
Welcome Center.
SAVE THE DATES:
Music and Mission Camp (Jesus Leads the Way): June 15 - 19
Vacation Bible School (Rocky Railway, Jesus’ Power Pulls Us
Through): August 3 - 6
More details coming soon!

Prayers
 Joyce Fowler and family upon the
death of her husband, Dr. Rhulon A.
Fowler, on 2/26
 Steve & Karen Johnson upon the death
of Steve's father, Alvin Johnson, on 2/7

Thank You

Thank you to everyone who donated
food for our January Food Drive. We
collected over 750 pounds of food for the
Backpack ministry at Eastlawn!
Marcy McAdams
Thanks to all for a successful blood drive!
We collected 28 pints. This will provide
blood for 84 transfusions. Thank you to
everyone who gave and helped save a
life! The next blood drive will be in
September.
Thanks again, Gene Fonville
Dear Wheelchair Ramp Team,
My heart felt thanks go to Tom Sineath
and all of his volunteers who built a ramp
for me on such a cold day. It will be so
much safer for me to get in and out of my
house now. Many thanks again.
Dot Snotherly
It’s that time again! Don’t
forget to set your clocks
ahead one hour before
going to bed on Saturday
night, March 7.
FINANCIAL GIVING UPDATE
YTD Actual Giving – $214,035.48
YTD Budgeted Giving - $210,670.46
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YOUTH FUNDRAISER AND MORE:
YOUTH MISSIONS FUNDRAISER
Our youth are selling Charleston Wrap items as a
fundraiser for youth missions, now through March
15. Order from a wide selection of high quality products:
personalized candles, gourmet
chocolates, planters, dips,
desserts, lamps, pillows, and a
variety of home decor
items. Forty percent of the sales
come back to youth missions,
one of the highest percentages
in the fundraising industry. Visit
www.charlestonwrap.com and
use code 16900 to
order. Alternatively, stop by the
Welcome Center on Sunday March 8 or 15 in the
morning to place an order with one of our youth.
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MISSION APPRECIATION
LUNCHEON
The Dominican Republic Mission Team will host an
Appreciation Lunch to express our gratitude for the
financial and prayerful support from the Front Street
congregation. During this
meal, team members will
share about their experiences,
and there will be the
opportunity to view pictures
and videos from this
mission. Come and enjoy
fried chicken, rice and beans,
and slaw with homemade
desserts. The lunch will be
served on Sunday, March 29 in
Aldersgate Hall following the 11:00 a.m. worship. To help
us prepare, please let us know you are coming by
signing up at www.frontstreetumc.org by March
26. There is no cost to attend, and everyone is welcome!

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY PANCAKE SUPPER SETS
RECORDS
Thanks to all the congregation and friends of Front Street
UMC who enjoyed pancakes, bacon, and sausage and
good fellowship on Sunday night, February 16. And, a
special thanks to all those who contributed special
donations to support our mission fund-raising efforts. We
served just over 250 persons, a record number and
raised about $2,300 for mission projects, also a record.
AGAIN, THANK YOU ALL!!!
OFFICE ASSISTANT NEEDED
We are seeking someone who would enjoy working parttime as an office assistant at Front Street UMC. Hours are
noon –4:00 p.m., Monday–Friday. This is a paid position,
and a job description may be viewed on the church’s
website. Please send a resume before March 15 to
Pastor Ross at ross@frontstreetumc.org if you are
interested in talking about the position.
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
The following dates are available to place flowers in the
Sanctuary in honor or memory of a loved one:
May 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31
June 28
July 5 and 26
The church has an annual flower budget, the purpose of
which is to place flowers in the church when there is a
funeral or memorial service. However, when there is a
Sunday that nobody has signed up for
the flowers, the church has to order
flowers for that Sunday and the funds
come from that budget. Please help our
church stay within its budget by placing
flowers on the altar on one of the dates
listed above. For more information,
please contact Linda Paul at 336-543-5081 (cell) or
kpaul5@triad.rr.com (email).

Our 6th graders (and their chaperones) had a
great Confirmation Retreat in February,
growing in their faith. But it wasn't all work there was plenty of time for fun and games too!
Visit our Facebook page for more pictures!

Special Gifts
Children’s Ministry

In honor of Jim Pace by
Front Street UMW

Christian Service Scholarship Fund

In memory of Rev. Bill Sharpe by
Dorothy Snotherly

Endowment Fund

In memory of Linda Carter by
Helen Ellington

In memory of Ruth McKinney by
Bob & Margaret Ward

In memory of Annette Old by
Cynthia Powell

In memory of Susan Ratliff by
Helen Ellington

In memory of Betty Wilson by
Helen Ellington
Music Fund

In memory of Helen Mencke by
Nancy Sain

In memory of Rev. Bill Sharpe by
Richard & Glenda Blue
Nancy Sain

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

In memory of Susan Ratliff by
Bill & Jennie Hawks

In memory of Rev. Bill Sharpe by
Phil & Jean Minton

In memory of Betty Wilson by
Bill & Jennie Hawks

In memory of Russell Wilson by
Bill & Jennie Hawks
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