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This talk celebrates the publica�on of Singing God’s Words: The Performance of Biblical Chant in 
Contemporary Judaism, the first in-depth study of the meaning and experience of chan�ng 
Torah among contemporary American Jews (Oxford University Press, 2016) 
 

Author, Rabbi Jeffrey A. Summit, Ph.D. will discuss how and why a growing number of American 
Jews see the public chan�ng of  Biblical texts as one of the most authen�c expressions of their 
religious iden�ty and how this religious prac�ce has taken on new meaning for contemporary 
Jews of all denomina�ons. He will share his findings on how this ritual Is shaped by such forces 
as digital technology, feminism and contemporary views of spiritual experience. The talk will be 
followed by a book signing. 
  

Rabbi Jeffrey A. Summit, Ph.D. is Research Professor in the Department of Music and 
in the Judaic Studies Program at Tufts University and Neubauer Executive Director of 
Tufts Hillel. His research focuses on music and religious experience in the contemporary 
Jewish community in the United States. 
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