
Musical Theater in America: An Interactive History 
 

Instructor: Jay Maenhout 
Course times: Mondays from 6:30pm-8:00pm 
Course length: September 17 – December 17, 2018 
 
Course description: 
 Have you ever been in a conversation where everyone started talking about a musical 
you’ve never seen or heard of? It’s a terrible feeling! Through this course, you will become 
familiar with some of history’s most important musical theater productions. Each 90-minute class 
is divided into two 45-minute sessions. During the first half, we will discuss the shows’ plots, 
music, composers, actors, and the socio-political circumstances surrounding their premiers 
(including, for example, the Great Depression and Vietnam War). During the second half, 
students will have the opportunity to perform, as soloists or in groups, selections from any of the 
musicals discussed the previous week. Music will be available for students playing any instrument. 
These performances will be treated like master classes, where both the instructor and other 
students in the class will give helpful feedback to improve the performers’ artistry. Please be 
advised that mature topics will be discussed as pertinent to the shows at hand, including religion, 
racism, sexuality, mental illness, and drug addiction. 
 
Course outcomes: 
 Through this course, students will: 

• Know America’s most significant musicals. 
• Understand the importance of American musical theater in the broader context of both 

American and international historical and political events and conflicts. 
• Gain consistent performance experience, both as a soloist and as a member of an 

ensemble. 
• Develop the skills to collaborate with other musicians in a live performance setting. 
• Learn how to integrate constructive criticism into their practice schedule. 
• Amass an impressive collection of sheet music from the musicals discussed. 
• Possess a variety of recordings demonstrating their performance skills. 

 
Prerequisites: 

• Intermediate skill on an instrument of the student’s choice. 
• The ability and willingness to practice music for this course in addition to the music 

assigned for the student’s regular private lessons. 
 
Target age group: 12+ 
 
Course Schedule 
 
September 17: The Beginnings of Broadway & The Great Depression 

- Opera 
- Tin Pan Alley 
- Show Boat (1927) 
- Anything Goes (1934) 



 
September 24: The “Golden Age” of Musical Theater 

- Oklahoma! (1943) 
- West Side Story (1957) 
- The Sound of Music (1959) 

 
October 1: Judeo-Christian Musicals 

- Fiddler on the Roof (1964) 
- Godspell (1971) 
- Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (1973) 

 
October 8: The Vietnam War 

- Bye Bye Birdie (1960) 
- Hair (1968) 
- Miss Saigon (1989) 

 
October 15: The Megamusical 

- Chicago (1975) 
- Phantom of the Opera (1976) 
- Les Misérables (1980) 

 
October 22: Rock Musicals 

- Rent (1996) 
- Spring Awakening (2006) 
- Next to Normal (2008) 

 
October 29: Childhood 

- Annie (1976) 
- The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (2005) 
- 13 (2007) 

 
November 5: Fairy Tales 

- Into the Woods (1986) 
- Wicked (2003) 
- Shrek (2008) 

 
November 12: Jukebox Musicals 

- Mamma Mia! (1999) 
- Motown (2013) 
- Beautiful: The Carole King Musical (2013) 

 
November 19: Disney on Broadway 

- Beauty and the Beast (1994) 
- The Lion King (1997) 
- The Little Mermaid (2008) 

 
 



November 26: Broadway’s Recent Hits 
- Hamilton (2015) 
- Waitress (2015) 
- Dear Evan Hansen (2015) 

 
December 3 – HANUKKAH (no class) 
 
December 10: This Year on Broadway 

- Anastasia (2017) 
- Mean Girls (2017) 
- Frozen (2017) 

 
December 17: “What’d I Miss?” 

- Shows chosen by the class 
- “Frozen” themed winter potluck party 


