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Our Proposal

ÅWe propose establishing a statewide school safety and 
prevention system, with a four-pronged approach to 
improving school safety.

ÅOur model focuses on addressing four significant 
threats to student safety:  bullying, harassment, 
physical violence and youth suicide.
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Our Proposal

Our recommendation includes four main components:

1. Implement effective, evidence-based bullying and harassment prevention 
programs and support resiliency building/trauma informed care practices in 
Oregon Schools.

2. Promote student wellness and enhance youth suicide prevention efforts in 
schools.

3. Implement a multi-disciplinary student safety assessment (threat 
assessment) system to help school personnel identify, assess and support
students who present a potential risk for violence toward others.

4. tǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǘƛǇ 
line (SafeOregon).
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Systems Integration
Connection, Synergy and Coherence
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Bullying and Harassment Prevention

ÅA review of relevant data illustrates why bullying 
and harassment prevention efforts need to be a 
central focus of any school safety and prevention 
system.
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Oregon Healthy Teens Survey
Å wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ уth and 11th graders

Å Survey takes place biennially in odd years (most recent 2017)

Å ~27,000 students, 600 schools surveyed

Å Provides state and county level estimates

Å Questions cover: general, oral, and mental health topics, resilience, 
behavior, safety and perceptions of peer and parental attitudes. 

For more on the Survey: 

https://public.health.oregon.gov/BirthDeathCertificates/Surveys/OregonHeal
thyTeens/Pages/index.aspx

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School Health

https://public.health.oregon.gov/BirthDeathCertificates/Surveys/OregonHealthyTeens/Pages/index.aspx
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School Health

Source: 2013, 2015, 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey.  
NOTE:  Bullying was referred to as “harassment” in 2013 questionnaire.
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School Health

Source: 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey

Lesbian or Gay        Straight                  Bisexual                Transgender or
gender nonconforming

Note: “Transgender or gender..” includes those 
who identified as transgender, gender fluid, 
genderqueer, gender nonconforming, 
intersex/intergender, multiple responses, and 
“not sure of gender”
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Youth Suicide Prevention and 
Wellness Promotion Efforts

ÅSuicide is the second leading cause of death among 
youth ages 10-24 in Oregon.

* Oregon Healthy Authority, 
2018
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OREGON HEALTH AUTHORITY
Health Systems Division
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Number of Youth Suicides
Oregon Youth aged 10-24

OREGON HEALTH AUTHORITY data, 2018
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School Health

Source: 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey
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Student Safety Assessment

ÅStudent safety assessment (threat assessment) is a 
promising practice recommended by the US Department 
of Education, the FBI and the US Secret Service.
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School HealthSource: 2013, 2015, 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey



Success, Achievement, Together...for All Students

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Adolescent and School HealthSource: 2017 Oregon Healthy Teens Survey
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SafeOregon Data

Concerns reported to the 

Statewide School Safety Tip Line
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Proposed
Organizational Chart

Student Safety Assessment 
Technical Assistance

Contract with School District
1.1 FTE

Program Administrator
ODE Employee

1 FTE
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Professional Staff:
ÅSchool Safety Prevention Specialists-

o Will be cross-trained and become specialists in student 
safety assessment, bullying and harassment prevention 
and basic suicide prevention.

o Will promote the use of the SafeOregon Tip Line.

ÅYouth Suicide Prevention Specialists-
o Contract with an organization to provide advanced 

training, outreach and technical assistance related to 
youth suicide prevention and wellness promotion.
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Proposed
Budget

Estimated costs to support a statewide school safety and prevention 
system in its first year are:
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General Comments
Å ODE supports this concept.

Å¢Ƙƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŜȄƛǎǘΦ

Å{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ 
support.

Å Every school district should have the same opportunity to have 

access to and benefit from these resources.

Å ESDs would play a critical role in implementing the statewide 
school safety and prevention system.



Success, Achievement, Together...for All Students

Conclusion
Our proposal is not only a school safety proposal.  
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻΧ
V An equity initiative

V An initiative to improve school climate

V A chronic absenteeism/attendance improvement initiative

V A student achievement initiative

V An initiative to improve the psychological safety for students and staff

V A moral imperative
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Thank You!


