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There’s always a lot 
happening in Israel, and 
when Rabbi Shlomo 
Abramovich begins his 
session of Eye on Israel 
on July 10 at noon in the 
Kripke Jewish Federation 
Library, he will include 
an objective discussion of 

sharing space at the Kotel and the issue of 
conversions through the Chief Rabbinate. 
Did recent decisions and actions come as a 
surprise to all? What has been the world-wide 
reaction? What might happen next? Join in the 
discussion. While those “hot topics” might be 
enough for the entire session, Rabbi Shlomo 
will share additional up-to-the-minute news 
items as well. 
 
Following the news overview, Rabbi Shlomo 
will discuss the controversial Non-Government 
Organization (NGO), Breaking The Silence 

(BtS). BtS has been established by Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) veterans who collect and 

provide testimonies about 
their military service in 
the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip, and East Jerusalem 
since the Second Intifada. 

BtS provides them with a platform to 
confidentially describe their experiences in 
these territories. The organization's stated 
mission is to 'break the silence' of IDF soldiers 
who return to civilian life in Israel and 
"discover the gap between the reality which 
they encountered in the (occupied) territories, 
and the silence which they encounter at home.” 
With such a mission, BtS has not found favor 
with all parties, including Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. You will come away 
from this discussion with a better 
understanding of BtS. 
 

Rabbi Abramovich will then welcome  via 
Skype retired American historian, author, and 
professor Richard Landes.  Landes has focused 

on the topic of The Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions 
Movement (BDS) for a 
number of years. This 
movement is a global 
campaign attempting to 
increase economic and 

political pressure on Israel to end Israel's 
occupation and settler colonization of 
Palestinian land and the Golan Heights, to 
allow for full equality for Arab-Palestinian 
citizens of Israel, and to acknowledge the right 
of return of Palestinian refugees. The 
movement has been supported by a number of 
prominent figures in the United States and is a 
strong force on many college campuses. It has 
gained a considerable amount of world-wide 
support. Find out more about this topic from 
someone who really knows by attending Eye 
on Israel. 
 
Eye on Israel is open to the community free of 
charge. Rabbi Shlomo Abramovich is a Visiting 
Scholar at Beth Israel Synagogue. He has 
developed an enthusiastic following for his 
sessions. We encourage you to join him on July 
10 at noon in the Kripke Jewish Federation 
Library. Once you do, you are sure to return 
for more of his educational sessions. 
 
 


