
I would not be the person I am today, if it were not for 
my experience at Akiba. In first grade I was too 
embarrassed to talk in class, but here I am now 
standing in front of hundreds of people, proud to be a 
graduate of Akiba Academy.  
 
I remember being a three and a half-foot tall 
kindergartener and thinking the eighth graders were 
adults. Now I realize we still got a loooong way to go. 
However, being an eighth grader has shown me how 
to be a leader and a role model to those younger then 
me. Planning events such as our 911 and Yom 
Hashoah presentations, and color war have shown 
me how much I can make an impact on others. Over 
the past 10 years, I have become more confident in 
myself, both as a person and as a Jew. Being in such 
a warm environment has enabled me to strive and 
recognize my own strengths. 
 
Besides classroom experiences, I have had other 
great memories at school too. Like our trip to the zoo 
in chaverim, the Stockyards, our Texas history trip, 
and most recently our 8th grade trip to Washington. 
These fun experiences wouldn’t have been the same 
without all my amazing friends. Thank you to all who 
have laughed at my jokes even when they weren’t 
very funny. I am still trying to process the fact that we 
are all graduating eighth grade, and I just want to say 
congrats to all of my classmates. 
 
This past year in Oral Law we learned the Rambam’s 



thirteen principles of faith. Maimonides’ principles 
have really made me consider what I believe in, and 
my beliefs are a part of who I am. I was able to realize 
a sense of faith that I never had before. I have 
learned that to get far in life I will need to take risks, 
and push myself even if there is not a sureness that I 
will succeed. As Rabbi Jonathan Sacks says, “Faith is 
not certainty; it is the willingness to take risks”. 
 
The people that have taught me to take those risks in 
order to challenge myself are my teachers. Thank you 
all for showing me what I am capable of. As the 
Rambam says, "Faith is wisdom and wisdom faith."  
The faith each and every one of you has in me has 
enabled me to gain wisdom.  
 
The two people that have had the most impact on my 
life are my mom and dad. I love you guys so much, 
and even if I can sometimes be stubborn, I am so 
thankful that I have the two of you as my parents. 
Thank you for supporting me on every decision I 
make and continuing to be there for me.  
 
My final thank you is to Akiba, for showing me who I 
am and what I can become. I am not a scared little 
first grade girl anymore. Instead, I am being sent off 
with so many life skills, and a strong rooted 
foundation that I will continue to build on throughout 
my life.  
 
 


