
www.varietywi.org

Providing life-enriching 
assistance to Wisconsin 
children challenged by 
physical disabilities

2016



Children with physical disabilities often need special equipment to allow them to communicate, 
stand, travel, participate in recreational activities, or have access to the outdoors that others take for 
granted. A family may need a special bathing or standing device, their homes a ramp, their cars special 
seating, or their bikes special adaptations.

Many times insurance does not cover these items, classifying things such as adapted 
toilet chairs a “luxury” vs a necessity. With the various medical expenses entailed in 
bringing up a child with special needs, many families have to choose not between wants 
and needs – but between needs.

As a physician specializing in disability, it is very frustrating to not be able 
to alter insurance decisions, but I can assist families in obtaining needed 
items because of Variety.

Variety allows children and their families to obtain equipment 
that lets them participate with their siblings and friends in 
their communities and schools. The kids become healthier, 
stronger, happier and more functional because of it. They 
socialize, learn and grow, and become more employable. 
Thank you for helping these children and their families feel 
included despite their challenges!

 - Dr. Elizabeth Moberg-Wolff, MD, 
Board certified in Pediatric Rehabilitation Medicine, 
Brain Injury Medicine and PM&R, 
Variety Board Director



VARIETY COMES TO WISCONSIN

In 1935, a group of businessmen, most of them with ties to show business, formed a chapter of Variety in 

Milwaukee. Today we are know as Variety - the Children’s Charity of Wisconsin.

Since it’s founding, hundreds of thousands of lives have been transformed. Where there has been a great 

need, Variety has responded. Our focus has changed depending on the needs of our children, but one thing has 

remained constant—the dedication, support and help of friends like you who believe that every child, regardless 

of ability, should have a limitless future!

In 1928, one-month old Catherine Variety Sheridan was found abandoned in the Pittsburg Sheridan Theatre. 

When the authorities could not find her parents, the men who worked at the theatre and belonged to a social 

club, The Variety Club, took it upon themselves to become her godfathers and ensure her wellbeing.

Catherine became the inspiration for Variety – the Children’s Charity which today has a network of 45 offices in 

14 countries, and many millions of individual children around the world, like Catherine, live a better life because 

of the generosity of Variety’s donors, sponsors and supporters.

Please take care of my baby. Her name is Catherine. I can no longer 
take care of her. I have eight others. My husband is out of work. She 
was born on Thanksgiving Day. I have always heard of the goodness of 
show business people and pray to God that you will look after her.

Signed, A heart broken mother

History
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OUR MISSION:
Providing life-enriching assistance to Wisconsin 

children challenged by physical disabilities.

OUR VISION:
All children, regardless of ability or income, are able 

to actively participate in their communities and 

experience all the joys that come with being a kid.

OUR PROMISE:
Variety is not the cause, children are the cause. Variety 

is the solution. Through best practices and professional 

stewardship, our solutions result in a lifelong positive 

impact on children, their families and the community.

Variety the Children’s 
Charity of Wisconsin
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The Freedom Program helps children with physical disabilities gain mobility, confidence, 

independence and access by funding mobility and other enabling equipment.

Variety Freedom Program

The Future Program focuses on education, experiences and play by providing fun, free 

family outings and funding for adaptive educational and communication technology.

Variety Future Program

The Care Program aims to improve the health, wellness and quality of life 

outcomes by funding therapy services and medical or orthotic equipment to 

individual children to help ease the challenge of living with a disability.

Variety Care Program

Chatter Matters! Communication Camp gives children a voice by teaching families of nonverbal 

children with physical disabilities to use a communication device in a fun traditional camp setting.

Chatter Matters!
COMMUNICATION CAMP
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Why is Variety’s Work 
Important?

1. The World Health Organization estimates that there are 93 million children 

aged birth to 14 living with a moderate to severe disability worldwide.

4. Children with disabilities often have poorer health outcomes, lower education 

achievements and higher levels of poverty.

6. According to the World Health Organization, the unmet need for vital children’s 

assistive and medical devices, educational opportunities and social inclusion is 

extremely high.

2. Of the 93 million, 13 million live with severe difficulties.

3. In Wisconsin, an estimated 10,000 children have physical disabilities.

5. The functioning of a child should not be seen in isolation but in the context of the 

family and community. The economic and social costs borne by the family and 

society are high.
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To raise a child with a serious illness or 
disability costs a family four to five times the 
cost of a child not living with one or more of 

these conditions. Through Variety, your donation 
can forever change the life of a child and their 

family by helping fund key equipment and services 
to lessen the financial burden and provide every 

child with equality and a limitless future.

Large or small, EVERY DONATION combines to 
deliver a better future and life to a child in need.

To see a full list of donors, please visit www.varietywi.org
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“Josilyn was five years old before she could walk 

unassisted. Her Uncle Scott always told her to ‘never give 

up’. As the years passed which included braces, surgery, 

and other procedures, a desire grew in her heart. She 

wanted to run in an “official race” without help, but to 

walk even a few blocks would exhaust her. You see, her 

uncle is an Ironman, and she has always admired him. He 

has completed several races, to include a half marathon, 

with Josilyn while pushing her in a special chair. She now 

wanted to complete a race on her own. Last year when 

she trialed her WalkAides for a month, she not only had 

a much better stride, but she could walk/run for a longer 

period of time without getting exhausted. After Variety 

provided one of the WalkAides and we purchased the 

other, the time had come for that race. She ran/walked in 

the Dreamsbanks No Limits 1 Mile race in Madison with 

her Uncle Scott taking pictures of her all the way. She had 

a goal of 30 minutes, which she beat with a time of 25 

minutes, 10 seconds. The doctors would say the biggest 

benefit from the WalkAides is a better gait which will help 

keep her knees and hips strong. I would say the biggest 

benefit is a dream come true. Thank you very much.”

- DeAnn McDermott, Josilyn’s mom

Josilyn 
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In 2016, Variety provided funding for 53 requests of 
life-changing equipment, therapy, adaptive bicycles, and 

other items with a total retail value of $68,000.

Variety Freedom Program
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Adaptive Bicycle Program

Through the Adaptive Bicycle Program, we aim 

to make sure that every child can experience the 

thrill and joy of riding a bike! Since starting the 

Adaptive Bicycle Program in 2009, Variety has 

provided more than 120 adaptive bikes with a 

retail value of more than $220,000. 

When ‘out of the box’ bicycles don’t offer enough 

support for a child, we go further! Variety works 

with a bicycle specialist to ensure that each 

child receives a bike that will meet their specific 

needs and abilities. We build custom adaptations 

such as adding a seat harness, switching out the 

bicycle seat, or adding a rear steer bar for the 

parent to control.

Anna & Ivy
With your help, we gave sisters Anna & Ivy the 
chance to enjoy a bike ride together!

“The girls were literally outside in their pajamas first 
thing this morning practicing on their bikes. They are 
pretty excited! We have spent much of today outside 
bike riding. Anna is cruising all over the place. We 
are going to take Ivy’s bike to her physical therapy 
appointment tomorrow so that she can work more 
with our therapist there. Thank you for making this 
happen for our girls. We are incredibly grateful.”

-Jennifer, Anna & Ivy’s mom
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Freedom On Wheels

We launched our very first crowd funding campaign to raise funds for an adaptive bike for 7-year-old 

George. We received overwhelming support and surpassed our goal of $3,000 in less than 12 hours! 

With your help, we raised more than $10,000!

With the generous support of American Family 

Insurance, we presented George with his 

adaptive bike at Lambeau Field during the Green 

Bay Packers’ first practice of the season. He rode 

his bike alongside Packers kicker Mason Crosby 

and schooled him on how to ride a hand cycle 

bike. Thank you for making George’s wish of 

“being one of the guys” come true!

In 2016, Variety developed a Freedom on Wheels 

Committee to lead our Adaptive Bicycle Program. 

The committee will work to raise awareness 

about adaptive bicycles and the possibility of 

bicycling for children with physical disabilities. 

The committee has taken the program on the 

road and has been invited to speak at the grand 

rounds at the Medical College of Wisconsin and 

UW Health System, the Wisconsin Bike Fed’s 

annual meeting, and at the American Academy of 

Pediatric PM&R Physicians national conference! George

NEW IN 2016!
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Variety Future Program

Future Program events allow families to enjoy new experiences that they may otherwise not be able 

to due to mobility or financial barriers. These events help strengthen family bonds and create life-long 

memories. This past year, Variety hosted 66 events for Variety kids and their immediate families serving 

more than 2,500 participants.

There was lots of cheering and excitement when Variety 

kids Mateo and McHale learned they would get to attend 

a Packers football game. The game was a great time for 

the family to unite and enjoy one another’s company. 

That’s because the week prior to the game, the family 

spent lots of time apart due to one of the boys going 

through surgery and being in the ICU. This special outing 

was made possible with a generous donation of tickets by 

Bob Mallow, American Family Insurance, and Variety.

“Thank you for the Packers tickets. We 
had a great time as a family. Thank you for 
extending such generosity to our family and 
for lifting our spirits. This is a great distraction 
from our recent admission to the hospital and 
gives the kids something very exciting to shift 
our focus onto.”

- Angie, Mateo & McHale’s mom

Mateo & McHale
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In addition to providing fun free outings, the Future Program provides funding for communication 

technology such as iPads and laptops installed with communication apps. These devices give kids a voice!

In 2016, we expanded our Future Program and launched Variety Teen X! Teen X provides the opportunity 

for teens with physical disabilities to do what their typically able peers do - hang out with their friends! 

The program provides a series of events with a focus on providing relevant and age-appropriate activities 

that are exclusively designed for teens with physical disabilities and their friends. Teen X provides a social 

outlet where they can discuss common experiences, talk about solutions to various challenges, actively 

participate in local community events, and just have fun together!

“Thank you for donating the iPad with Proloquo to Eh Lee. He is so proud of his iPad 
and uses it for communication often! He brings it back and forth between home and 
school every day and is taking so much responsibility for it. We are getting so many 
more communication opportunities throughout the school day because he is so much 
more willing to have it with him now that it is his own.”

- Sara, Eh Lee’s Speech Language Pathologist 

Eh Lee

NEW IN 2016!
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Variety hosted 20 non- verbal kids and their families at Chatter Matters! Communication Camp this year. 

Through traditional camp activities, campers learned how to become more competent communicators 

and incorporate a speech generating device into their everyday activities. They gained the skills needed to 

speak to interact with the world and to share their voice. 

More than 80 volunteers, most who are professional speech, physical and occupational therapists, or 

students in those fields, helped to make sure the children and their families had a wonderful time.

Chatter Matters!
COMMUNICATION CAMP

Sylvia
Sylvia is a silly, affectionate, and energetic 7-year-

old! She is a social butterfly and is almost always 

smiling! She is diagnosed with a rare chromosome 

deletion which affects her speech greatly. In 

order to communicate, she uses an iPad which 

is installed with communication software. 

Sylvia attended Chatter Matters! with her 

mom and two brothers this past summer. The 

experience helped her make progress in school 

academically and socially. Camp also gave 

her the opportunity to communicate using 

a device with others besides her teacher!
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Chatter Matters! Communication Camp offers a valuable academic opportunity for college students 

studying to become speech, physical and occupational therapists. Students volunteer their time by 

creating camp activities that are appropriate for children with physical disabilities and adapt each activity 

so children with various skill levels are able to participate. Volunteering at Chatter Matters! allows these 

students to get the important hands on and in-depth experience that they might not otherwise receive 

through their studies.

In 2016, Variety built a partnership with UW-Whitewater’s Speech and 

Language Department and Carroll University’s Occupational Department to 

incorporate the camp in to their curriculum. Graduate students will utilize their 

camp experience as a part of their practicum requirements.

We held our first Chatter Matters! meet up! It allowed children and 

families who have attended Chatter Matters! to practice and hone 

the skills that they have learned during camp. We partnered with 

Marquette University Speech students who developed and led fun 

family activities that required the children and family members to 

use the devices and skills learned at camp.

We have also partnered with a doctoral student who is utilizing her 

experience at Chatter Matters! as her thesis. She received a grant 

to study the outcomes of the camp and the long term use of AAC.

NEW IN 2016!
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Volunteers are essential partners in fulfilling our mission! They bring additional effort, experiences, skills, 
diverse ideas and perspectives to the Variety team. We are grateful to have volunteers in many areas 
including our Board of Directors, Program Advisory Board, Chatter Matters! Communication Camp, 
Development Committee, Golf Committee, Ladies of Variety, Variety Parent Committee, Future Program 
events and more. In 2016, Variety drew 314 volunteers who gave a total of more than 5,200 hours of 
their time!

Volunteers not only contribute their skills and manpower, but save staff time and money by performing a 
myriad of administrative and operational projects. We simply could not do it without our volunteers!

Edith has been a friend of Variety since the late 1970’s. In fact, her 
husband, Ed Brown, served on Variety’s Board of Directors for many 
years in the 70’s and 80’s and Edith is fond of reminiscing about the 
importance that Variety played in their eventual marriage – their first 
date was actually at a Variety fundraiser – the World Premiere of the 
movie “Grease!” This past year, Edith volunteered in our office more 
than 200 hours!

Edith is an important part of our team. She volunteers one day per week 
in our office and helps out with many administrative, programmatic 
and fundraising activities. Edith is a highly skilled volunteer having a 
background in social work. We consider her a part of our team and ask 
her to help out with meaningful projects. Edith’s work includes – making 
phone calls to our Variety parents to conduct surveys regarding our 
programs, telephone calls to solicit participation, rsvps, auction items 
and feedback, creating documents, inputting information onto survey 
forms, compiling mailings, and other tasks. 

To see a full list of volunteers, please visit www.varietywi.org.

Edith Brown
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In 2016, we created Ladies of Variety a.k.a. LOV!

LOV is a group of women who come together to give their time, expertise and love to help raise awareness 

and funds for Variety’s programs. LOV blends the networking of women with the opportunity to explore 

new activities and expand their horizons—the Variety Way!

Variety serves children with physical disabilities. These children face many barriers, intimidation and 

challenges to participate in many recreational activities. Variety provides children with physical disabilities 

the opportunities to expand their horizons by trying new activities in a judgment free, family supported, 

fun environment. LOV offers the experience and thrill of trying new and exciting activities with other 

women in safe, fun, and “judgment free” events!

Ladies of Variety
NEW IN 2016!
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Variety relies on the generous support of individuals and organizations to support our mission, be it 

through donations, volunteering or holding fundraising events. We could not impact and help change the 

lives we do, without you! Here are easy ways that you can get involved!

Get Involved!

• Hold a third party fundraiser!

• Ask your families and friends to donate to Variety in 

lieu of birthday, wedding, and Christmas gifts!

• Work with Variety to develop a crowd funding campaign! 

• Give to Variety through your employee giving campaign! 

• Shop AmazonSmile! Bookmark the link 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0977152 

and support us every time you shop.

• Donate an auction item!

• Participate in our Gold Heart Pin 

or Paper Heart Campaign!

• Volunteer!

• YOUR WAY! There are endless ways that you can 

get involved. Have a great idea? Let’s talk!

11-year-old Leah donated $1 for every 
birthday wish she received!
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SAVE THE DATE FOR 
UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES

Variety Spring Golf 
Classic 

at Western Lakes

Wednesday, 

May 17th

LOV 
Guns & Rosé

Friday,

September 22nd

Ben Marcus 
Memorial 

Variety Golf Classic

Monday, 

July 17th

Variety 
Sportsman’s 

Classic

Friday,

December 1st

Variety’s Day 
for the Kids

Thursday, 

November 9th
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AND WE THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF IT

ONE BIG FAMILY
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AND WE THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF IT

ONE BIG FAMILY



262.777.2090

varietywi.org

contact@varietywi.org

VarietyWI
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