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Being (again) “Stewards of the Mysteries”: Pastor as Mediator of the Holy

In his elegant little book, Pastor: A Spirituality, Gordon Lathrop invites those who serve
Chtistian assemblies as “elder and teacher,” as “minister,” as “preacher,” as “reverend” to
return again to central things for renewal, for re-imagining the what and why and how of
what they do. He meditates on the words we use to desctibe the role but even more on word
and sacrament, on preaching and bread and wine, on words we inherit such as the Lord’s
Prayer, the Apostle’s Creed and the Ten Commandments. He ends by recalling how, as
pastor to a university congregation with no designated space for worship, he would tramp
across campus with “a box full of bread and chalices and liturgy books and vestments, and,
occasionally, a baptismal candle.” He continues: “Not uncommonly I would sing: “This is my
box. This is my box. I never travel without my box!” The students often laughed and sang
with me.”

Our day together will focus not on Lathrop’ box but on our own boxes. I do not assume
yout box contains what mine does nor that all of you carry boxes full of the same things. T
do suspect we all have a box—a box of words and symbols, tools of the craft of
communicating grace, of nourishing hungers. Instead, this day may be 2 time to look at what
is our own boxes—what we have neglected pethaps, or lost; what we cannot live without;
what we might at this point in our ministries we should probably discard; and, what we
might need to add—so that we can be, to borrow a phrase from another faithful pastor,
Robert Hovda, “strong, loving and wise” with and among the people whom we are charged
to setve, to empower, to heal, to usher into the presence of the Holy, and to share Holy

food and drink.
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