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New Administrator Named……... 

As you probably all know by now, our new 

Administrator has been named.  He is Fr. 

Richard Erikson, current Pastor of Our Lady 

of Fatima Parish in Sudbury.  He was or-

dained a priest for the Archdiocese of Boston 

on June 8, 1985.  Over the past 32 years,     

Fr. Erikson has followed the Lord's call in a 

variety of settings and ministries. He served 

as a parochial vicar at St. Mary's in Lynn 

(1985-1988), Chair of the Social Science Department and professor at 

St. John's Seminary in Brighton, MA (1992-1999), an active duty Air 

Force chaplain (1999-2006) and as the Vicar General and Moderator of 

the Curia of the Archdiocese of Boston (2006-2011). While on active 

duty, Fr. Erikson served as pastor of Queen of Peace Catholic Commu-

nity at Scott Air Force Base in Illinois and of St. Michael the Archangel 

Catholic Community at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam. He was de-

ployed to Iraq from July through September, 2004. Fr. Erikson served 

nine years with our Special Operations Forces at Hurlburt Field, FL 

and 10 years at the Pentagon. He served in the Air Force Chaplain 

Corps as a reservist and on active duty for 35 years, retiring in April of 

2017 with the rank of brigadier general.  

Just a slight change in plans……………….. 

However, we have received word from Archdiocese that Fr. Rich’s ap-

pointment, originally scheduled for March 1, will be delayed until April 

19.  In the interim, Fr. John Mulloy, current Parochial Vicar at St. Jo-

seph Parish in Malden, has been named as temporary Administrator.  

We welcome him to our parish. 

And lastly……………. 

We say goodbye to Fr. Michael Bova Conti and thank him for leading  

us through one of the darkest periods of our lives.  We wish him peace, 

warm breezes and sand in his toes.  Godspeed and Happy Trails! 
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The Focus of the Liturgy 

The Gospel readings for March are taken from St. Mark and St. John.  All are from Year 
B, Cycle 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights of the Month 

MARCH— Month of 
SAINT JOSEPH 

March 2018 - Overview for the Month  
The month of March is dedicated to St, Joseph.  The entire month falls during the liturgical season of 
Lent, which is represented by the liturgical color purple— symbolic of penance, mortification and the 
sorrow of a contrite heart. 
 

As we continue our journey "up to Jerusalem" during the month of March, three prominent ideas are proposed 

for our contemplation by the liturgy of Lent: the Passion and Resurrection of 

Christ, baptism, and penance. 

 

The Solemnity of St. Joseph is a special landmark this month in which we will cele-

brate the great honor bestowed upon the foster father of Jesus.And if you are Irish 

(who isn't), St. Patrick's feast is another cause for a joyful celebration. The feast of 

the Annunciation is celebrated on March 25. 

 

The saints that we will focus on this month and try to imitate are St. Katharine 

Drexel (March 3), St. Casimir (March 4), Sts. Perpetua and Felicity (March 7), St. John of God (March 8), St. 

Frances of Rome (March 9), St. Patrick (March 17) and St. Toribio de Mogrovejo (March 23). 

The feast of St. Cyril of Jerusalem (March 18) is superseded by the Sunday liturgy. 
 

 

March 4th - Third Sunday of Lent The Gospel is about Christ driving the money changers from 

the temple. 

March 11th - Fourth Sunday of Lent The Gospel tells about Nicodemus’ nocturnal visit to our 

Lord. 

March 18th - Fifth Sunday of Lent Jesus says that “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. 

March 25th - Sixth Sunday of Lent The Reading of the Passion. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-katharine-drexel
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-katharine-drexel
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-casimir
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-perpetua-and-saint-felicity
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-john-of-god
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-frances-of-rome-1384-1440
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-frances-of-rome-1384-1440
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-turibius-of-mongrovejo
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-cyril-of-jerusalem
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A Time of Penance and Promise 

Here and there, in the stark March landscape, a few 

plants and trees are beginning to give evidence of the 

new life that winter’s frost and chill had 

concealed from our eyes. The Church’s 

vibrant new life has been obscured, too, 

by the austerity of the penitential season 

of Lent. But that life is indisputable, and it 

will burgeon forth on Easter as Christ 

coming forth from his tomb! 

During this month we will continue our 

journey to the cross with our acts of penitence. We will 

reflect on our mortality ("Remember, man, thou art 

dust") and the shortness of life ("and to dust thou shall 

return"). We will heed the call, "Now is the acceptable 

time, now is “the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). 

 

 

 

” Just like Our Lord's earthly life every moment of our  

lives is leading up to the last moment—when for  

eternity we will either go to God or suffer the fires of  

hell. During this month we will go from the 

suffering of Good Friday to the joy of Easter 

Sunday. We will trade the purple of penance 

for the white of victory and resurrection. The 

feast of the Annunciation, normally celebrated 

on March 25, has been transferred to April 4 

since it falls on Good Friday. 

 
As the weeks of Lent progress let us not tire of doing our 

good works and penance, but continue with the enthusi-

asm of the catechumens on their way to Easter and Bap-

tism. May our Lenten observance be a joyful journey — 

and not a forced march.  

 

Go to Joseph 

“This patronage must be invoked as ever necessary for the Church, not only as a defense against all dangers, 

but also, and indeed primarily, as an impetus for her renewed commitment to evangelization in the world and 

to re-evangelization,” wrote St. John Paul II in Redemptoris Custos (Guardian of the Redeemer). 

 

John Paul II further said, “Because St. Joseph is the protector of the Church, he is the guardian of the Eucharist 

and the Christian family. Therefore, we must turn to St. Joseph today to ward off attacks upon the real pres-

ence of Christ in the Eucharist and upon the family. We must plead with St. Joseph to guard the Eucharistic 

Lord and the Christian family during this time of peril.” 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/03.cfm
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LENTEN SCHEDULE 
 

Parish Mission—March 19—21 
(For details, see page   9 ) 

 

Opportunities for Reconciliation 
Each Saturday—(3-3:45pm) Lower Church  

Wednesdays during Lent (6-7:30pm) Lower Church  

Penance Service—Tuesday, March 20  during Parish Mission 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
Sunday, March 25th 

At all our Masses this weekend, we welcome the Lord Jesus as he comes into the city  
of Jerusalem  in triumph,   An Interfaith Blessing of the Palms will take place on  

Winchester Common at 9:30 on Sunday, March 25. 
 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Thursday) 
Thursday, March 29th at 7:30pm 

At the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, we remember when Christ and his disciples broke bread  
and shared wine together on the night he was betrayed 

 

Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
Friday, March 30th 

9:00am—Morning Prayer 
3:00pm—Living Stations of the Cross 

7:30pm—Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
Our Youth Ministry performs  

a moving portrayal of the  
Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ. 

 

Holy Saturday, March 31st 
9:00am—Morning Prayer 

Easter Vigil, March 31st at 8:00pm 
The Easter Vigil begins in darkness and through the light of Jesus Christ rising 

anew from the grave, we enter into His life.  A powerful celebration of the rich-
ness and beauty of our Catholic faith and life in the Church, we encourage      

everyone to join us. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 1st 

Masses at 8am, 10am and 11:30am 
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Collaboration  Corner  

 

What is Catholic Leadership Institute and 
what role do they play in all of this?  
The Archdiocese of Boston has formed a 
partnership for training and support during 
the implementation of the Pastoral 
Plan.  The functioning of the partnership is 
overseen by the Office of Pastoral Plan-
ning.  Several of the partners are internal to 
Central Ministries – notably the Secretariat 
for Evangelization and Discipleship and the 
Parish Services group (including Financial 
Services, Real Estate and Facilities, Human 
Resources, and Information Technolo-
gy).  We have turned to an outside group, 
Catholic Leadership Institute, to provide us 
with additional training and support.  
 
Catholic Leadership Institute, or CLI 
( www.catholicleaders.org), has a long histo-
ry of work with the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton.  Well before the implementation of the 
Pastoral Plan began, many Boston priests 
were trained in leadership skills through 
CLI’s Good Leaders, Good Shep-
herds program, and many of our lay leaders 
were trained through Tending the Tal-
ents.  CLI works directly with numerous dio-
ceses throughout the United States and in-
ternationally, helping Bishops to build dioce-
san teams, training Parish leaders in leader 

 

 

 

ship skills, and helping to develop strategic 
plans.  
 
How does the plan adapt as it moves for-
ward?    
Disciples in Mission is 
a flexible plan, which 
is designed to adapt, 
both to local circum-
stances, and also to 
the things we learn as 
we go.   For instance, 
we learned in Phase 
One that our timeline for the development 
of the Local Pastoral Plan was too aggres-
sive.  In response, we added six months to 
the timeline.  
 
We also learned that the period of time be-
tween the naming of a Collaborative Pastor 
and the time he started as the Pastor was far 
too short and intense.  In response, we add-
ed fourteen weeks to that timeline.  
 
In preparation for Phase III Collaborative 
training, we engaged in a thorough assess-
ment of the training schedule and process, 
and solicited feedback from clergy and laity 
who participated in previous train-
ings.  Based on feedback and consultation, 
the schedule was adjusted.  
 

 

   
We intend to continue to adapt the pastoral 
plan as we go along, and as we continue to 
learn.  
 
What is the long term plan?  
We believe that it likely takes nine years for 
a collaborative to fully start up: 

• Year One is for organization and training. 

• Year Two is for writing the Local Pastoral 
Plan. 

• Years Three, Four, and Five are for living 
out the first implementation of the Local 
Pastoral Plan. 

• Year Six is to reflect upon and rewrite the 
Local Pastoral Plan. 

• Years Seven, Eight, and Nine are for living 
out the second implementation of the 
Local Pastoral Plan. 

We believe that by the end of Year Nine, the 
collaborative is now functioning strongly, 
focused on  evangelization, and has started 
to see significant increase in Mass attend-
ance, and, harder to measure, a significant 
increase in the number of people who are 
deeply dedicated disciples 
 
Next Month we will look into how 
things are going with the original 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan plan. 
 
 
 
 

Peace, Popcorn and a Movie 

March 11 at 2pm 

Parish Center  

“He Named Me Malala” 

He Named Me Malala is a 2015 American documentary film directed by Davis Guggenheim. The film pre-

sents the young Pakistani female activist and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Malala Yousafzai, who has spoken 

out for the rights of girls, especially the right to education, since she was very young. The film also recounts 

how she miraculously survived and has become even more eloquent in her quest after being hunted down 

and shot by a Taliban gunman as part of the organization's violent opposition to girls' education in the Swat 

Valley in Pakistan. The title refers to the Afghani folk hero Malalai of Maiwand, after whom her father 

named her. 

http://www.catholicleaders.org/
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We sadly said Goodbye to our beloved former Pastor,  

 

 

Living the Faith 

 

 
WHY IS LENT FORTY DAYS? 

The Lenten season is a time of preparation for the liturgical celebration of the suffering, Death, and Resurrection of Christ. 
Many Catholics spend that time on the three practices of Lent: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. 
It is also a time to participate in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. 

The season of Lent lasts from Ash Wednesday until the evening of Holy Thursday. If Sundays 
are excluded from the count, the season lasts forty days. The forty-day length of Lent is rooted 
in the biblical usage of the number forty. Forty is typically indicative of a time of testing, trial, 
penance, purification, and renewal. In the New Testament, forty days is the length of Jesus ’ 
time of trial in the desert in preparation for his public ministry, proclaiming the Gospel.  

Mark 1:12-15   
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by Sa-

tan. He was among wild beasts, 

and the angels ministered to him.  After John had been arrested,  Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the 

gospel of God: “This is the time of fulfillment.  The kingdom of God is at hand “ 

The forty-day period of Jesus’ trial in the desert echoes a number of events in the Old Testament: 

• The face of the earth was cleansed and purified during the promised period of days and nights that rain poured down during the great 

flood—”I will bring rain down on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and so I will wipe out from the surface of the earth every 

moving creature that I have made” (Gen 7:4). 

• The face of the earth was renewed during a forty-day period after the mountain tops appeared and the waters of the great flood re-

ceded—“The tops of the mountains appeared. At the end of forty days Noah opened the hatch of the ark that he had made” (Gen 8:5-

6). 

• Moses spent forty years as a shepherd in the desert before God called him to lead the Israelites out of slavery—“Moses fled when he 

heard this and settled as an alien in the land of Midian . . . Forty years later, an angel appeared to him in the desert near Mount Sinai in 

the flame of a burning bush” (Acts 7: 29-30). 

• Moses fasted for forty days and nights on Mount  Sinai before receiving the tablets of the covenant— “So Moses stayed there with the 

Lord for forty days and forty nights, without eating any food or drinking any water, and he wrote on the tablets the words of the cove-

nant, the ten commandments” (Ex 34:28). 

• The Israelites spent forty years wandering in the desert, as a time of testing, trial and purification of the people, before reaching the 

Promised Land— “Now the Israelites had wandered forty years in the desert, until all the warriors among the people that came forth 

from Egypt died off because they had not obeyed the command of the Lord” (Jos 5:6; see Num 32:13).  

• The prophet Elijah spent forty days in the desert before encountering God on Mount Horeb—“[Elijah] got up, ate and drank; then 

strengthened by that food, he walked forty days and forty nights to the mountain of God, Horeb” (1 Kgs 19:8). 

• The Ninevites were given forty days before God was going to destroy the city, allowing time for repentance and conversion—“Jonah 

began his journey through the city, and had gone but a single day’s walk announcing, ‘Forty days more and Nineveh shall be de-

stroyed,’ when the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast and all of them, great and small, put on sackcloth” (Jon 3:4-

5). 

Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC. All rights reserved.  
Scripture excerpts are from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. All rights reserved.  
Excerpts from Genesis 7:4 and Acts 7:29-30 are taken from the New American Bible, Revised Edition, copyright © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All rights reserved 
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Monday, March 19, 2018 — The Desert:  Going Within 

Our quick paced, technologically driven world often prevents us from hearing the voice of God telling 
us we are the beloved.  The icon of St. John the Baptist symbolizes the desert, the wild, that inner 
place where we stop, let go of the noise and distractions, and just be present with Jesus.  It can be a 
difficult thing to do, since we also encounter our fears.  But if we go into this metaphorical desert reg-
ularly, we can discover how much God loves us and our passion in life as well. 

 

Tuesday,  March 20, 2018 — The Cross:   Extravagant Love 

In living life and in journeying into the inner desert we experience “wounds of the heart.”   Many of 
us grew up in a Church that emphasized sin, which made many of us fearful of God, believing that we 
must become perfect before God will love us.  Yet God loves us just the way we are, and it is this love 
that has the power to change us, to heal us if we are open and take the time for it to happen.   The 
cross is all about surrendering out of love, of living life on life’s terms. 

 

Wednesday, March 21 — Memory:   Transforming Our Story 

The story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus is a metaphor for our lives of faith and our walk out 
of our parish mission/retreat back into our every day lives.   The biblical concept of memory is living 
and dynamic, while the memory the disciples relate to Jesus is static and going nowhere.   Jesus 
takes the two disciples’ static memory of his death and refashions it into a living memory, one that 
gives them courage, strength and leaves their hearts burning within them.   As with the two disciples, 
what is real and stable in our lives is not what is behind us, in that place from which we are running, 
but in what we can become as we learn to undergo being set free from having to live defensively. 

 

    Michael Moran, C.P. 
Michael Moran, a native of West Springfield, MA, professed his vows as a Brother  
of the Eastern Province of the Passionist community in 1974.In 1977 he received a 
Master’s Degree in theology from St. John’s University in New York City, after 
which he worked in various retreat centers and other ministries of his province. 
Though largely self-taught, he studied art with August Mosca, a noted Long Island 
artist, from 1984 to 1989.   He attended the Art Students League in Manhattan from 
1989 to 1990.  One of his specialties is painting icons, translating this ancient art 
form of the Eastern Christian churches, into contemporary terms.   His art can be 
seen on his web site www.angelstudiostore.com.   Brother Michael has also served 
as the chaplain of the Supportive Care Program of St. Vincent’s Hospital in New 
York City, a program that provides support for people with life-threatening illnesses 
and their caregivers.  He also conducts painting classes for senior citizens in New 
York. A large part of Brother Michael’s ministry is conducting retreats, icon painting 
workshops,  as well as parish mission-retreats.   

http://www.angelstudiostore.com
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Looking Back on February 

 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH –2018 
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             SAINT OF THE MONTH—SAINT PATRICK  C. 289-461 

                                             FEAST DAY—MARCH 17 

The patron saint of Ireland, Patrick was born in Roman Britain. He describes his life and ministry, including his work to 

convert the Irish people, in his short autobiography and testimony, Confessions. Kidnapped at 

age 16 by Irish raiders and sold into slavery in Ireland, his time spent in captivity transformed 

him spiritually. He was a lonely shepherd for six years before escaping and returning home. 

After returning home, his dream of converting the Irish from pagan belief propelled him to 

priestly studies in Gaul (now France). In about 432, Pope Celestine I consecrated him as a bish-

op and sent him to Ireland. For nearly 30 years, he preached tirelessly, made countless converts, 

founded monasteries, and established the primatial see at Armagh in modern-day Northern Ire-

land. 

Toward the end of his life, he made a 40-day retreat on Croagh Patrick mountain in present-day 

County Mayo. That gave rise to the pilgrimages that are made on the mountain to this day. Sto-

ries that Patrick used the shamrock to explain the Trinity and drove snakes from the island are 

unconfirmed legend. 

 
QUESTION OF THE MONTH 

 

Why don’t we sing “Alleluia” during Lent?    The “Alleluia” and “Gloria are joyful chants, with Al-
leluia being the primary chant of the Easter Season—”He is Risen, Alleluia!”  Lent is a penitential period 
when we express sorrow for the sin tht put Jesus on the Cross.  Instead of the joyful Alleluia, we sing an 
alternative hymn which still recognizes Jesus as Lord.  During Lent, we prepare our hearts for returning 
the Alleluia on Easter Sunday.  In both Advent and Easter, we also omit the “Gloria”, again, because it is 
a joyful hymn. 
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Looking Forward 

Fourth Annual 

Giangrande Family Scholarship Fundraiser 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 

Hot Buffet, Coffee & Dessert, 

Raffles, Cash Bar 

2 PM – 6 PM 

St. Mary Parish Hall   162 Washington St. 

Winchester, MA 
Tickets—$35 before March 31,  $40 at the door 

Children 6-12 years  - $10, Children 5 and under—Free 

Make checks payable to the Giangrande Family Scholarship Fund 

 
Please join us at the fourth annual Giangrande Family Scholarship Fundraiser (GFSF) on Sunday, April 8, 

2018,   This family friendly event is being hosted by the GFSF Planning Committee and St. Mary’s Peace 

and Justice Committee. St Mary’s Parish Hall doors will open at 2 P.M. to greet all at-

tendees interested in having a good time, while supporting a great cause.  A hot lunch-

eon buffet will be served.  Boston’s own singer songwriter, Sharon DiFronzo, will take 

center stage for a nearly hour-long performance of incredibly up-beat songs in her en-

dearing and dazzling style that is sure to amuse and entertain everyone.  Coffee and 

dessert will be served, followed by announcements of the lucky winners of silent bids, 

50/50 cash prizes, and more than 25 quality raffle items, including tickets to coveted 

events, baseball memorabilia, specialty services, sparkling spirits, quality goods, and gift cards galore.  

The Giangrande Family Scholarship Committee was inspired by the resilience of their grandparents and 

parents who lived through the challenging economic times of the 1920’s and 30’s, and who excelled in acts 

of generosity, kindness and caring. If you, too, have been inspired by the generosity of people, or if you 

have been the recipient of such generosity, then join us on April 8th to “pay it forward”. The mission of 

GFSF is to help pave the way to a brighter future for students of limited income who excel in academics 

and who have shown leadership and commitment in the area of community service. 

 This year Fr. Dick Messina Scholarship was established and donated by the 

Campbell/Conrad/Duddy/Marra families in memory of an extraordinary pastor and 

friend to all. Fr. Dick’s enormous heart, the non-judgmental way he affirmed others, 

his wise words, compassionate actions, and trademark sense of humor brought love 

and healing to all who met him.  In honor of Fr. Dick’s magnanimous spirit, the Fr. 

Dick Messina Scholarship will be awarded to a 2018 GFSF recipient who excels in ser-

vice or has a gift for spreading love and joy to those around them. 

 Please join us on Sunday, April 8  at 2 PM. Tickets can be purchased at St. Mary’s Parish Office in Win-

chester or by emailing at GFSFevent@gmail.com.          

mailto:GFSFevent@gmail.com
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