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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE OF THE MONTH: 
ROMANS 10: 13-15
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  But how can they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? And how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone to preach? And how can people preach unless they are sent?” 

HOUSEHOLD TEACHINGS OF THE MONTH:
FIRE, FIRE, FIRE—MISSIONARY ZEAL— SAINT ANTHONY MARY CLARET!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS OF THE MONTH: 
1-What are the obstacles in my life that prevent me to have a missionary spirit?
2-In what ways is God telling me to emulate Saint Anthony Mary Claret’s example to praise God and save 
souls through CFC’s evangelization efforts?

SONG OF THE MONTH:   
Prayer of St Francis/Il Signore by Ryan Cayabyab
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9-FlrMTLn8&list=RDuZxthFJjv00&index=26

SAINT OF THE MONTH:  
St. Anthony Mary Claret

PRAYER OF THE MONTH:
USCCB Prayer for the New Evangelization

MOVIE OF THE MONTH:
Hacksaw Ridge

JOKE OF THE MONTH:  
Evangelization Challenges

“FAITH WITHOUT ACTION IS DEAD” APPLICATION OF THE MONTH:
Volunteer to go on mission for CFC USA.

Be Strong and 
   Courageous... 

       PLEASE LORD, 
     HELP ME GET 
one more!‘‘  

’’
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 Be Strong and Courageous…
 Please Lord, help me get one more!  

Dear CFC USA Family:
This September, we focus on two important virtues embedded in our CFC 2017 
theme focus – STRENGTH and COURAGE!!!

Please Lord, help me get one more!   

This is the famous battlecry of Private Desmond Doss, a medic in the US Army’s 307th 
Infantry, 77th Division as he lifted another of his wounded comrades and carried 75 of 
them to safety amidst the shells that burst and bullets that flew through the Okinawa 
air on May 1, 1945 in the beautiful true to life movie of faith, strength and courage 
that is Hacksaw Ridge (Movie of the Month).

In the spiritual battle called LIFE in CFC USA, this should be our Evangelization 
battlecry: Please Lord, help me get one more! The venerable Fulton J Sheen once 
said: The best way to get to heaven is to bring someone with you, and another, and 
another, and another… This is the true spirit of Evangelization, and we are all blessed 
to be given the opportunity through our CFC USA family to be light of Christ to others 
in this world by volunteering in local and international missions, spreading God’s good 
news through our CLPs, Gateway programs, and of course by the witness of our lives.

My prayer is that we be inspired by the examples of St Anthony Mary Claret (Saint 
of the Month) in this month’s teaching about the Missionary Zeal by Fr. Ed Broom of 
Hacksaw Ridge’s Private Desmond Doss (Why not have a Household movie night 

with the Holy Spirit…and popcorn).  May the Great Commission truly be our Great 
Completion as we pray for God’s grace to enable us to
 get one more….

In Christ through Mary,
Bro. Toffee Jeturian
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE OF THE MONTH

                 Romans 10: 13-15

    “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.’  But how can they call 
on him in whom they have not believed? And 
how can they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? And how can they hear   
      without someone to preach? 
    And how can people preach 
      unless they are sent?”

 TEACHING OF THE MONTH:

 FIRE, FIRE, FIRE—MISSIONARY ZEAL—    
 SAINT ANTHONY MARY CLARET!!!
 BY FR ED BROOM, OMV 

Pope Francis constantly is challenging a world enveloped in the globalization of 
indifference that missionary zeal must be enkindled. Jesus reminds us with a heavy 
heart: “The harvest is rich, but the laborers are few.”

One of the powerful motivational forces that can move us to do great things for the 
Lord, to work strenuously in the vineyard of the Lord for the purpose of saving souls is 
to read, meditate and to imitate the zeal of the saints.
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MISSIONARY SAINTS: GET TO KNOW THEM!  The Church presents a plethora of
noble and holy personalities that we call “Saints” who have given their lives to gather 
in the harvest of souls as missionaries. Let us mention just a few: St. Paul, St. Francis 
Xavier, St. Peter Claver, St. Peter Chanel, St. Damien of Molokai, St Frances Cabrini, St. 
John Neuman, Blessed Francis Seelos, St. Alphonsus Liguori, St. Francis de Sales, St. 
Therese of Lisieux. And St. Anthony Mary Claret.

These brilliant stars that shine so brightly in the firmament of heaven had two things 
in common: a burning love for God and an insatiable love for what God loves most—
the salvation of immortal souls. Indeed, the saints understood the teachings of the 
angelic Doctor, Saint Thomas Aquinas: “One soul is worth more than the whole created 
universe.” One immortal soul, and that is your soul and mine, was saved by the most 
Precious Blood that Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ poured out to the last drop as He 
hung on the cross that first Good Friday!

Indeed, if we truly love God with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength, as the 
Gospel challenges us to do (Lk. 10:27), then we should love what God loves most: 
THE SALVATION OF IMMORTAL SOULS!!!

We would like to pay tribute to one missionary saint who should be taken as a splendid 
model for our modern world, whose feast day we celebrate every year on October 24: 
SAINT ANTHONY MARY CLARET. (1807-1870)

This man accomplished extraordinary miracles of grace because of his great union 
with Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.   His accomplishments should inspire 
all followers of Christ to move from a slow, mediocre, tepid and lukewarm state to fire 
for the love of God. Remember the last words Saint Ignatius said to St. Francis Xavier 
before he embarked on his fervent missionary adventure: GO SET ALL ON FIRE!!!
One of the great hallmarks of the sanctity of this man of God, who was both priest and 
Bishop, was his tireless zeal for the ministry of the Word of God. May Saint Anthony 
encourage all deacons, priests, Bishops, as well as the laity (aka all CFC USA and all 
its ministries, servant leaders and members) to do all they can in their power to teach, 
preach and spread the Word of God.  This great missionary saint was keenly aware of 
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one of the principal reasons for the falling and sinking into sin and the loss of souls was 
the widespread ignorance especially among so many Catholics.

Today in Europe, USA, and many other so called “Catholic countries” paganism is 
reining; agnosticism leading to atheism is spreading like wild-fire; even the growth 
and diffusion of satanic cults and the worship of the devil is becoming more and more 
prominent.  May Saint Anthony Mary Claret and his prayers launch us into a renewed 
desire to preach, to teach, to catechize, to evangelize—in a word, to be true missionaries. 
Time is of the essence!

MISSION PREACHING!  Saint Anthony Claret never wearied as a fervent missionary to 
preach in season and out of season. He did it all!  He taught children catechism. He 
preached popular missions to the adults, aware of the fact that the first catechists in 
the family as well as teachers should be the parents!  Claret would preach retreats to 
Religious nuns. He taught priests and eventually became the founder of the Claretians, 
servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

PURPOSE OF HIS PREACHING.  The purpose of his preaching was always the
same—to glorify God, the conversion of sinners, the perseverance of the just
and the ultimate salvation of their immortal souls.

A TYPICAL POPULAR MISSION: THE MEANS—Below is a list of means that Saint 
Anthony Mary Claret would use in his missions to praise God and save souls. Let us pray 
for a renewed missionary zeal in the Church (and at CFC USA) right now!

1.PRAYER.   Claret, following in the footsteps of the prior missionary saints, relied heavily 
on the tool of prayer. He would pray for his missions.  Furthermore, he would try to get 
as many people to pray for his mission as possible: children, nuns, lay-people, the sick 
and suffering, all possible categories. The fervent and abundant prayer that preceded his 
missions would water the apostolic soil for an abundant harvest.

CFC USA Application: Make sure you include the success of our evangelization efforts 
(e.g. CLPs, Gateway programs, local and international mission trips, etc.) in your daily 
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personal, couple and family prayers and especially in Mass offerings. In addition to 
accepting our CFC USA Daily Mass Challenge initiative, I humbly request that you go 
to your Parish office and offer up the intentions of CFC USA in one of the Masses.

2. INSTRUCTING CHILDREN.  Jesus said: “Let the children come to me for
the Kingdom of God is as such as these.” He would teach the little ones about the love 
of God then he would give them a holy card and the following day the parents would 
show up at the mission. Like Claret, today more than ever we must teach and catechize 
the children while they are young; if not the world, the media and modern education 
will poison their little minds.

CFC USA Application: We should continue to commit to establish, develop and 
strengthen our Family Ministries (especially our Kids for Christ and CFC Youth) in all 
areas. We have to ensure that our area servant leaders support all the Family Ministries 
by assigning dedicated, well-trained, and spiritually mature couple coordinators to 
guide our CFC kids and youth to lives of holiness and develop in them a mindset and 
heart to transition to the next ministry (e.g. KFC to CFC Y).  They are never too young 
to evangelize. Finally, each member should ensure that ALL their family members are 
active members of the CFC USA family. 

3. ADULT INSTRUCTION. Claret insisted on teaching the adults.  They are the 
primary teachers of their children. However, nobody can give what he does not have. 
Could it be that since the second Vatican Council that one of the greatest failures of 
the Church has been in a failure to educate the adults and parents in their Catholic 
faith? Professionals must undergo constant ongoing formation; call it PERMANENT 
FORMATION.  Should not adult Catholics pursue a constant ongoing formation? If 
you like, should we not be intent in forming “Professional Catholics” in the faith? As 
Doctors and Lawyers and Teachers must know their trade, Catholics should know and 
love Jesus and be able to bring Him to others, starting in their own families.

CFC USA Application: CFC USA servant leaders and members should be aware of, 
implement and attend all the Pastoral Formation teachings (over 70 basic formation 
teachings; how many have you completed so far?) and initiatives (e.g. UCFC, 4H 
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Challenge; if you do not even know what these acronyms mean, please find out ASAP 
by contacting your respective HH Heads and/or Area Heads and/or Pastoral Formation 
Officers). 

4. SERMONS.  St. Anthony was a superb preacher of the word of God. Let us pray 
for priests (and for each other) that they make a constant effort to grow in their 
desire and capacity to preach the word of God to the hungry people. Jesus said: 
“Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes forth from the 
mouth of God.” (Mt. 4:4) Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen offers one of the 
keys to success for priests to accomplish powerful and efficacious preaching—the 
HOUR OF POWER.  May priests and Bishops accept the challenge of Sheen and 
undertake to make a daily Holy Hour in front of the Blessed Sacrament. Fire will 
issue forth from the heart and lips of such a priest!!! 

CFC USA Application: Do the 4H Challenge this month. 4H stands for Household 
Holy Hour wherein your household in one of your hh meetings, spend an hour 
adoring the Eucharistic Christ in an Adoration Chapel.  Review the July 2016 roh33 
Teaching of the Month on “Why we do a “Holy Hour” and the August 2016 roh34 
Teaching of the Month on “How to do a Holy Hour”. Finally, then take a picture of 
your household after your Holy Hour in front of the church and post in Facebook, 
Instagram or any social media with the caption CFC USA 4H Challenge Accepted! 
It has been said that the best way to get to Heaven is to take someone with you.  
Experience a foretaste of Heaven…with your household. Do the 4H Challenge this 
month. 

5. THE IGNATIAN EXERCISES. Having spent some time in formation with the Jesuits, 
Saint Anthony Mary Claret was totally convinced of the power and efficacy of the 
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola to help many to order the disordered in their 
lives, to learn the art of meditation and contemplation and to purify their conscience by 
means of a well-prepared and profound Sacramental Confession.

CFC USA Application: We recommend that CFC USA members check your respective 
and nearby parishes for any offerings of and attend the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises. In 
addition, make sure you avail of the Sacrament of Reconciliation at least MONTHLY, 
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or immediately when you have committed one mortal sin. Review the July 2014 roh 
Teaching of the Month on the Sacrament of Reconciliation: The Real Freedom! 

6. BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. Part and parcel of the preaching and missions of Claret 
was the distribution of books as well as pamphlets. Before arriving at the place of 
mission Saint Anthony would study the terrain to see what was most needed spiritually 
and morally, then he would distribute especially short pamphlets to educate and 
meet the need! How many souls have been converted through the reading of good 
literature? Saint Ignatius of Loyola is just one of many! He read the lives of the saints 
and felt motivated to imitate their holy lives.

CFC USA Application:  CFC USA uses the Quick Journey through the Bible program 
by Jeff Cavins & Sarah Christmyer which is an excellent way to launch a Bible study or 
to build interest in adult faith formation. This simple, accessible program (8 sessions) 
uses the Bible Timeline learning system to give people a useful framework from which 
to read and understand the Bible. Jeff Cavins takes a chronological walk through 
the Bible story in a way that reveals God’s plan for His Creation; what went wrong at 
the beginning; and how God worked through history to reconcile his lost children to 
Himself while building His kingdom. Contact your respective Area and Regional heads 
to ensure this program is conducted annually. 

7. EVERYDAY CONVERSATIONS.  Another means to teach, catechize and
evangelize for Saint Anthony Mary Claret was the simple device of talking
individually to anybody that God put in his path about God and the spiritual life. Every 
soul he saw as precious in God’s eyes and he was ready and willing to do all to bring 
every individual soul back to God by talking about God and the spiritual life. Look at 
your life now and the many contacts that you have. Most likely there are people that 
you meet on a daily basis that are confused, muddled, depressed and ignorant of all 
that refers to God and the salvation of their souls. Maybe, in imitation of Saint Anthony 
Mary Claret, you are the one to lead this person to the Light, and that light is Jesus 
Christ the Light of the world!!!
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CFC USA Application: We recommend that each Unit target to conduct 2 CLPs 
every year, (at least 1 of the 2 CLPs in a new parish). We should not conduct the CLP 
out of obligation or just for the sake of compliance, hence a limited harvest. We 
should have well planned, prepared and fervently prayed over CLPs that should be 
Effective, Efficient and Empowering. Dream BIG and pray hard and fast for a bountiful 
CLP harvest!  In addition, each area should enhance a missionary spirit among all 
its members wherein every Chapter should have a designated Mission area where 
members volunteer to serve and open new parishes within the area, or better yet 
introduce CFC and open CLPs in areas or the remaining States where there is no CFC.  
Let us Go for GOLD! God deserves no less.

Let us conclude with an excerpt, taken from the Liturgy of the Hours from a preaching 
of the great Saint Anthony Mary Claret. Hopefully these words will enkindle in your 
heart an ardent desire to make God known and loved and an ardent desire to save 
immoral souls:

“For myself, I say this to you: The man/woman who burns with the fire of divine love 
is a son/daughter of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and wherever he/she goes, he/
she enkindles that flame; he/she desires and works with all his/her strength to inflame 
all men/women with the fire of God’s love. Nothing deters him/her: he/she rejoices in 
poverty, labors strenuously; welcomes hardships; laughs off false accusations; rejoices in 
anguish, and thinks only of how he/she might follow Jesus Christ and imitate Him by his/
her prayers, labors, sufferings, and by caring always and only for the glory of God and 
the salvation of souls.”

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS OF THE MONTH: 

 Missionary Spirit

1 What are the obstacles in my life that prevent me to have a missionary spirit?

2 In what ways is God telling me to emulate Saint Anthony Mary Claret’s example to 
praise God and save souls through CFC’s evangelization efforts?
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 SONG OF THE MONTH: 

 Prayer of St Francis/Il Signore 

BY RYAN CAYABYAB
Listen to this beautiful arrangement of the prayer/song we all grew up to love. This is 
perfect for prayer and meditation after going through the roh teaching.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9-FlrMTLn8&list=RDuZxthFJjv00&index=26

 SAINT OF THE MONTH:  

 St. Anthony Mary Claret

 
St. Anthony Mary Claret was born in 
Catalonia, the northeastern corner 
of Spain, in a town called Sallent on 
December 23, 1807.  He was the fifth son 
of Juan Claret and Josefa Clará’s eleven 
children. His father owned a small textile 
factory, but was not rich. Anthony grew 
up in a Christian environment, and at a 
very early age had a strong sense of the 
eternal life that Christ wanted all men 
and women to enjoy. He wanted to spare 
sinners eternal unhappiness, and felt 
moved to work for their salvation. When 
he was about eleven years old, a bishop 
visited his school and asked him what he 
wanted to be when he grew up. Without 
hesitation he responded: “A priest.”
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As soon as Anthony was old enough, he began working as an apprentice weaver. 
When he turned 17, his father sent him to Barcelona to study the latest techniques 
in textile manufacturing and to work in the large textile mills. He did so well in the 
textile design school that he began receiving offers from large textile companies. Even 
though he had the talent to succeed, he turned down the offer and returned home 
after experiencing the emptiness of worldly achievements.

The words of the Gospel kept resounding in his heart: “what good is it for man to 
win the world if he loses his soul?” He began to study Latin to prepare to enter the 
Seminary. He wanted to be a Carthusian Monk. His father was ready to accept the 
will of God, but preferred to see him become a diocesan priest. Anthony decided to 
enter the local diocesan seminary in the city of Vic. He was 21 years old. After a year of 
studies, he decided to pursue his monastic vocation and left for a nearby monastery. 
On the way there, he was caught in a big storm. He realized that his health was not the 
best, and retracted from his decision to go to the monastery.

He was ordained a priest at 27 years of age and was assigned to his hometown parish. 
The town soon became too small for his missionary zeal, and the political situation 
-hostile to the Church- limited his apostolic activity. He decided to go to Rome to 
offer himself to serve in foreign missions. Things did not work out as expected, and 
he decided to join the Jesuits to pursue his missionary dream. While in the Jesuit 
Novitiate, he developed a strange illness, which led his superiors to think that God may 
have other plans for him. Once again, he had to return home to keep searching for 
God’s will in his life.

Back in a parish of Catalonia, Claret begins preaching popular missions all over. He 
traveled on foot, attracting large crowds with his sermons. Some days he preached up 
to seven sermons in a day and spent 10 hours listening to confessions. He dedicated to 
Mary all his apostolic efforts. He felt forged as an apostle and sent to preach by Mary.

The secret of his missionary success was LOVE. In his words: “Love is the most 
necessary of all virtues. Love in the person who preaches the word of God is like fire 
in a musket. If a person were to throw a bullet with his hands, he would hardly make a 
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dent in anything; but if the person takes the same bullet and ignites some gunpowder 
behind it, it can kill. It is much the same with the word of God. If it is spoken by 
someone who is filled with the fire of charity- the fire of love of God and neighbor- it 
will work wonders.”

His popularity spread; people sought him for spiritual and physical healing. By the end 
of 1842, the Pope gave him the title of “apostolic missionary.” Aware of the power 
of the press, in 1847, he organized with other priests a Religious Press. Claret began 
writing books and pamphlets, making the message of God accessible to all social 
groups. The increasing political restlessness in Spain continued to endanger his life and 
curtail his apostolic activities. So, he accepted an offer to preach in the Canary Islands, 
where he spent 14 months. In spite of his great success there too, he decided to return 
to Spain to carry out one of his dreams: the organization of an order of missionaries to 
share in his work.

On July 16, 1849, he gathered a group of priests who shared his dream. This is the 
beginning of the Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, today also known as 
Claretian Fathers and Brothers. Days later, he received a new assignment: he was named 
Archbishop of Santiago de Cuba. He was forced to leave the newly founded community 
to respond to the call of God in the New World. After two months of travel, he reached 
the Island of Cuba and began his episcopal ministry by dedicating it to Mary.

He visited the church where the image of Our Lady of Charity, patroness of Cuba 
was venerated. Soon he realized the urgent need for human and Christian formation, 
especially among the poor. He called Antonia Paris to begin there the religious 
community they had agreed to found back in Spain. He was concerned for all aspects 
of human development and applied his great creativity to improve the conditions of 
the people under his pastoral care.

Among his great initiatives were: trade or vocational schools for disadvantaged children 
and credit unions for the use of the poor. He wrote books about rural spirituality 
and agricultural methods, which he himself tested first. He visited jails and hospitals, 
defended the oppressed and denounced racism. The expected reaction came soon. 
He began to experience persecution, and finally when preaching in the city of Holguín, 
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a man stabbed him on the cheek in an attempt to kill him. For Claret this was a great 
cause of joy. He writes in his Autobiography: “I can´t describe the pleasure, delight, 
and joy I felt in my soul on realizing that I had reached the long desired goal of 
shedding my blood for the love of Jesus and Mary and of sealing the truths of the 
gospel with the very blood of my veins.”. During his 6 years in Cuba he visited the 
extensive Archdiocese three times…town by town. In the first years, records show, he 
confirmed 100,000 people and performed 9,000 sacramental marriages.

Claret was called back to Spain in 1857 to serve as confessor to the Queen of Spain, 
Isabella II. He had a natural dislike for aristocratic life. He loved poverty and the 
simplest lifestyle. He accepted in obedience, but requested to be allowed to continue 
some missionary work. Whenever he had to travel with the Queen, he used the 
opportunity to preach in different towns throughout Spain.
In a time where the Queens and Kings chose the bishops for vacant dioceses, Claret 
played an important role in the selection of holy and dedicated bishops for Spain and 
its colonies.
The eleven years he spent as confessor to the Queen of Spain were particularly 
painful, because the enemies of the Church directed toward him all kinds of slanders 
and personal ridicule. In 1868 a new revolution dethroned the Queen and sent her 
with her family into exile. Claret’s life was also in danger, so he accompanied her to 
France. This gave him the opportunity to preach the Gospel in Paris. He stayed with 
them for a while, then went to Rome where he was received by Pope Pius IX in a 
private audience.

On December 8, 1869, seven hundred bishops from all over the world gathered 
in Rome for the First Vatican Council. Claret was one of the Council Fathers. His 
presence became noticeable when the subject of papal infallibility was discussed, 
which Claret defended vehemently. This teaching became a dogma of faith for all 
Catholics at this Council. The Italian revolution interrupted the process of the Council, 
which is never concluded. Claret’s health is deteriorated, so he returned to France 
accompanied by the Superior General of the Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
his congregation.
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In France, Claret joined his missionaries who are also in exile. Soon he found out, 
that there was a warrant for his arrest. He decided to go into hiding in a Cistercian 
Monastery in the French southern town of Fontfroide. There he died on October 24, 
1870 at the age of 62. As his last request, he dictated to his missionaries the words that 
are to appear on his tombstone: “I have loved justice and hated iniquity; therefore, I 
die in exile.” His remains are venerated in Vic. Claret was beatified in 1934 and in 1950 
canonized by Pope Pius XII.

 PRAYER OF THE MONTH:  

 USCCB Prayer for the New Evangelization

Heavenly Father,

Pour forth your Holy Spirit to inspire me with these words from Holy Scripture.
Stir in my soul the desire to renew my faith and deepen my relationship with your Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ so that I might truly believe in and live the Good News.   Open 
my heart to hear the Gospel and grant me the confidence to proclaim the Good News 
to others. Pour out your Spirit, so that I might be strengthened to go forth and witness 
to the Gospel in my everyday life through my words and actions.   In moments of 
hesitation, remind me: If not me, then who will proclaim the Gospel? If not now, then 
when will the Gospel be proclaimed? If not the truth of the Gospel, then what shall I 
proclaim?

God, our Father, I pray that through the Holy Spirit I might hear the call of the New 
Evangelization to deepen my faith, grow in confidence to proclaim the Gospel and 
boldly witness to the saving grace of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.
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 MEDIA (MOVIE) OF THE MONTH:   

 Hacksaw Ridge

THE CATHOLIC SUN MOVIE REVIEW

In the Gospel of John, Jesus tells his disciples, “No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”

That statement is vividly realized in “Hacksaw Ridge” which recounts the extraordinary 
heroism of Army medic Desmond T. Doss (Andrew Garfield) during the Battle of 
Okinawa in the closing days of World War II.

A committed Christian and conscientious objector who refused to bear arms, Doss was 
nonetheless eager to serve his country. He single-handedly saved the lives of more 
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than 75 wounded soldiers while under constant enemy fire, earning him the Medal of 
Honor, awarded by Congress.

Director Mel Gibson, working from a screenplay by Andrew Knight and Robert 
Schenkkan, presents his fact-based drama in two parts. The first probes Doss’ childhood 
and upbringing in rural Virginia, while the second unfolds on Okinawa, atop a jagged cliff 
nicknamed “Hacksaw Ridge” for the brutality of the Japanese offensive there.

We first meet Desmond as a spirited boy (Darcy Bryce) who is losing a fistfight with 
his older brother, Hal (Roman Guerriero). Desmond picks up a brick and strikes Hal, 
knocking him out cold.

Recoiling in horror, the boy fears he has killed his sibling (shades of Cain and Abel). He 
hasn’t, but the incident shakes him to the core, and inspires his steadfast pacifism.

“To take another man’s life is the greatest sin of all,” his kindly mother, Bertha 
(Rachel Griffiths), reminds her son.
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Fast forward 15 years, and both sons have enlisted, to the dismay of their abusive 
father, Tom (Hugo Weaving). A veteran of World War I, he knows firsthand the horror 
and futility of war.

But Desmond is keen to play his part, despite the misgivings of his fiancée, local nurse 
Dorothy Schutte (Teresa Palmer). “While others are taking life, I will be saving it,” he 
reassures her.

Needless to say, Desmond faces ridicule and beatings by his fellow recruits at boot 
camp, who regard him as a freak and coward. The platoon’s leader, Sgt. Howell (Vince 
Vaughn), and the company’s commander, Capt. Glover (Sam Worthington), make his life 
miserable, and lobby for his discharge.

But Doss holds firm, calling himself a “conscientious cooperator.” A military court rules 
that he may serve as a medic, and not bear arms.

Once on Okinawa, Doss proves his mettle and earns the respect of his platoon as he 
runs back and forth on the battlefield to remove the wounded. His nearly superhuman 
actions would seem farfetched were they not true.

As might be expected with Gibson at the helm, “Hacksaw Ridge” does not sideline 
Doss’ religious convictions, which are integral to his story and his performance on 
Okinawa. With Dorothy’s Bible in his breast pocket, Desmond utters the cry, “Please 
God, let me get one more,” as he repeatedly plunges back into the abyss.

References to baptism and the resurrection give “Hacksaw Ridge” a transcendent, 
messianic quality that draws comparison with Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ.” As 
did that film, “Hacksaw Ridge” uses the pain and bloodletting it portrays to inspire 
viewers with a redeeming Christian message.
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 JOKE OF THE MONTH:  

 Evangelization Challenges

The weary evangelist knocked on another door, fully expecting to have it slammed 
in his face. Sure enough, the older woman who answered, angrily demanded that he 
leave once she figured out why he was there and slammed the door.

The door, however, bounced back open, and the woman shouted, “Get your foot out 
of my door!”

“But ma’am…” the evangelist began, when the woman again slammed the door in his 
face. Once again it bounced back open.

“I said get your foot out of my door!” the woman yelled again. One more time she 
slammed the door. One more time it bounced open again.

“But ma’am…” the evangelist said again, only to be cut off.

“Don’t talk back to me!” the woman screamed in a rage. “I want you off my property!” 
She slammed the door a fourth time, only to see it bounce open a fourth time.

“Ma’am,” the evangelist yelled as he beat a hasty retreat down the sidewalk, “you’ll be 
able to close your door if you move your cat out of the way!

 “FAITH WITHOUT ACTION IS DEAD” APPLICATION OF THE MONTH:

 Volunteer to go on mission for CFC USA.


