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Principal’s Message – April 2018 – #1

From Mr. Stone’s Desk
Greetings Immaculate Conception School Community,
Welcome back from Easter Break! Rested and ready to
go? The end of the 3rd Quarter (April 13th) and ParentTeacher Conferences (April 19th-20th) are on the
immediate horizon. Still, our focus as faith-filled
disciples is on Christ. With all our human faults and
strengths we continue to strive to follow His teachings,
recognizing the gifts of love and salvation that He has
provided us. I pray that the passion and resurrection
of our lord Jesus Christ reflect his love for you and
yours during the Easter season and always.

Inspiration
“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are
the Easter people and hallelujah is our song.”
-Pope John Paul II
2018-2019 registration continues. We are already
enrolling and looking forward to welcoming a few
‘new to our community’ folks who will be joining us
next year. So, how do we make the case for ICS?
Statistics? Catholic values? Safe environment?
Why choose Immaculate Conception School for your
child? Why incur the tuition expense, volunteer time
requirement, transportation needs, fundraising
expectations, etc.? Why go even further by helping to
promote our school as an excellent faith-based
educational option for other families to consider,
(which some current ICS families have already done,
taking advantage of our recruitment incentive!)? You
have your reasons. While each of us has our own
individual perspective on this matter it is equally
without doubt that we also share a number of common
reasons for why we choose to be here at ICS.
One of the most important choices parents make about
their child is in regards to their education. A good
education optimizes a child’s chances for a fulfilling
life, and the most impressionable and formative years
are the elementary and middle school years.

Visit Us on the Web At: www.icsannandale.org
In a Catholic school, Christian values are practiced
and learned each and every day. Catholic schools
help teach young people to love God and neighbor
without the roadblocks found in public schools.
Students often learn to be more courteous and
respectful to adults and to each other. Social justice
and community service are also strongly encouraged
parts of a Catholic school education.
In study after study, both public (U.S. Government
Department of Education) and Catholic (National
Catholic Education Association) statistics have proven
that on average students with a Catholic education
surpass their public school counterparts. Indeed, there
are many impressive facts about students who have
benefited from having a Catholic education.
99.2% of students with a Catholic school education
graduate from high school; 67% within public
education. 83% of Catholic high school grads go to
college, compared to 52% of public school graduates.
Catholic school students from disadvantaged families
show no corresponding academic deficiencies in math
or verbal achievement, while similar students in
public and other private schools can show substantial
academic deficiencies.
Catholic school students surpass public school
students in math, science, and reading in the grade
levels of the National Assessment of Educational
Progress test administered by the federal government.
In reading, for example, Catholic school students
scored 12.5% better than public school students.
Catholic school graduates of every ethnic background
choose a pre-professional college curriculum twice as
often as public school graduates.
When a student goes out into their own life there is a
much higher likelihood that they will behave in a
respectful and socially conscious manner. Such an
assertion is due to the fact that a Catholic school
teaches more than just the core curriculum subjects.
Catholic schools also address behavioral skills and
values. Catholic schools impart love, respect, and
responsibility, which students can take into the world.

Finally, at a Catholic school students are being taught
something that they will keep with them for the rest of
their lives. Students may not remember what the
Magna Carta is in 50 years, or the ending to Animal
Farm (Orwell), but they will remember their learning
about Jesus. They will remember how Christian
principles taught via the Catholic faith have helped
make them a better person. Such is the foundation
necessary for progressing toward a faith-filled,
respectfully engaged, and socially conscious future.
As none of us are perfect, we understand that room for
improvement and growth certainly exists. Every year I
continue to learn new things, continue to recognize
how there are multiple ways to approach a matter. I
hope and trust that your family sees and finds the value
of having your child enrolled here at Immaculate
Conception School. What’s more, I appreciate those
who choose to spread this message to others, being
servant ambassadors of Catholic education.

Welcome Fr. Jonathon Toborowsky – ‘Fr. Jay’
Immaculate Conception School
is pleased and thankful to welcome
our new IC Parish pastor, Fr. Jay.
Please find his intro bio here:
http:www.iccannandale.org/About/
Parish-Directory.aspx

Attention: Virtus/Safe Environment Training

Thank You Kindly, -David

Spring is coming and you may want to accompany
children on ICC/ICS activities. All adults involved
with youth on our property or thru our organizations
are required to take the 3-hour course - Protecting
God's Children. Please pre-register for the Tuesday,
April 24 class at virtus.org thru the Diocese of
Metuchen. Classes will be in the Parish Hall in the
church basement from 7p.m. thru 10p.m. This course
is a required pre-requisite to volunteer with children.

Prayer for Immaculate Conception School:

04/12 – First Thursday – Early Dismissal at 12:15p.m.
Dress Uniforms – Mass at 9:00a.m. – All Are Welcome

Dear Lord, bless our Catholic school. Help us to
continue to be a humble source of wisdom, always
yearning to learn more about your tremendous love for
us. May all who enter Immaculate Conception School
be filled with the gift of your Holy Spirit, coming to
know you in a more meaningful way. Guide us as a
community that respects and welcomes everyone. May
Catholic education continue to grow so that your good
news can be taught to children throughout the world.
In your son Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.

CRS Rice Bowl / ICS ‘Penny Wars’
Results:
Upstairs Total: $518.91
Downstairs Total: $698.72
Grand Total: $1,217.23 – to go to CRS Rice Bowls!
Winning Team – Downstairs (Preschool-Grade 4)
Free Dress Down Day – Monday, April 16th
Great job! Thank you all for supporting those in need!

04/13 – End of 3rd Quarter – LifeTouch Spring
Pictures, Staff versus 8th Grade Volleyball @ 7:30p.m.
04/13-25 – IOWAs testing window here at ICS
04/17 – Confirmation – 4:30p.m.
04/19-20 – Early Dismissal both Days – 12:15p.m.
Parent-Teacher Conferences in the Afternoon
04/20 – Father-Daughter Dance – 6:00p.m.
Note: The parish Children’s Consignment Sale
event has been rescheduled to April 26th-28th.
Parent-Teacher Conferences – April 19th-20th
With the 3rd Quarter grading period ending on Friday,
April 13th our spring parent-teacher conferences will
be taking place in a very timely manner. This is an
excellent opportunity for teachers and parents to check
in regarding progress, strengths, and/or needs of
students as we look to facilitate the final 4th Quarter.

ICS GALA ‘Tease Item #1’ of the Week:

ICS GALA Auction: Saturday, April 28th
Theme: Flashback to the 80’s
The Farmhouse at the Grand Colonial
86 Route 173 West, Hampton, NJ 08827
“Cocktail Attire with an 80’s Twist”
Have you purchased a ticket to attend? Yes,
there’s still time! Questions? Please contact
event coordinator Mrs. Sharon Hillwig at
shillwig@icsclinton.org . Back-to-the-80’s
outfits, food, fun, lots of interesting oral,
silent, and tricky tray items…it’s going to be
awesome! Even better, the proceeds help
support Immaculate Conception School! 😊
ICS GALA ‘Tease Item #2’ of the Week:

Calling all ICS Families
Don’t miss the biggest game of the 2018 season
Buy your tickets NOW!!!
Who:

ICS Faculty and Staff versus ICS Students

What:

VOLLEYBALL

When:

Friday, April 13th at 7:30 p.m.

Where:

ICS Multipurpose Room

Why:

For fun and to raise money. The money raised from this event will be donated to the charity
chosen by the winning team.

All students attending this event must be accompanied by an adult.
If you have any questions please contact Melinda Ulrich at njulrichs@aol.com or 735-4422.
Please return the bottom of this sheet with your payment (checks are payable to ICS) to the main office to
the attention of Melinda Ulrich. No physical tickets will be distributed. Your name will be on a list at the
door.
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………
I am interested in attending the ICS faculty/staff versus 8th grade students volleyball game.
Name:_________________________________ Homeroom____________ Phone#____________
E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________________

Number of tickets: ___________× $3 per ticket = Total amount included: $_________________
Mr. Stone: “If we’re going to win? Of course the staff is going to win!” 😊
Mr. Stone’s hand keeping the 8th graders from
being able to put the ball over the net.   

ICS Students “Got Talent”
The ICS Student Council is planning an end-of-the-year Talent Show (May 31st). We want and need
the talents from our students, grades 5-8, to make this a possibility. (It will be open to 3rd and 4th
grade students if there are open spaces).
If you are interested please fill out the form below.
Name: ______________________________________
What You Will Be Performing: ___________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Other Students in Act: __________________________________________________________________
If music is involved with your performance, please identify/name the song or music that will be
utilized: _______________________________________________________________________________
Estimated Length of Performance: ________________________________________________________
(not to exceed 2-1/2 minutes please)
What Props Will Be Used:________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature: _____________________________ Date: _______________
Parent E-mail: ________________________________ Parent Cell Phone# ________________
*We will inform you via e-mail if the show is approved. We will plan several after school
practices before the show, with the tentative show date being Thursday, May 31st (during the school day).

Please return this form to your homeroom teacher
no later than Wednesday, April 11th
Questions? Please inquire after faculty Student Council Advisors Mrs. Markovich or Mr. Puricelli.

Quick Notes – Last minute additions…
8th Grade Students – Half Day on April 17th

IOWAs Testing Window – April 12th-25th

(8th Grade Only)

(1st-8th Grade Only)

In preparation for and in advance of Confirmation,
8th Grade students will have a half day of school
on Tuesday, April 17th.

As noted via the Superintendent’s letter provided
in our last school newsletter, all Catholic schools
within the Diocese of Metuchen will be utilizing
the IOWAs for standardized testing purposes.

8th Grade students will be dismissed at 12:15p.m.
Confirmation will begin by 4:30p.m. (Immaculate
Conception Church).

As offered by our Mr. Stephen Puricelli, please
consider the following.
In order to help prepare your child for success, the
following tips are encouraged:
1. Have your child get a good night’s sleep each
evening starting on Sunday night.
2. Have your child eat a healthy, protein-rich
breakfast each morning to wake up the brain.
3. Make sure your child is up early each morning,
relaxed, and arrives to school on time.
4. Avoid scheduling doctor’s appointments or other
activities that may pull your child out of testing time.
Rescheduling is difficult and may not afford your
child the best test-taking environment.
5. Be positive and encouraging toward your child.
Encourage your child with words that help him or her
to understand that testing allows him or her to “show
off” knowledge.
A snack and water will be provided each morning
during testing. Thank you in advance for providing
the snacks!

