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From the Principal’s Desk – Greetings Immaculate Conception School Community,
I’m sure you already know most of these, but it’s always nice to receive positive reinforcement from the
National Catholic Educational Association. Yes, our school is an NCEA member in good standing.
During this time of
Lent, we pray to
reflect on what type
of person we are
called to be. We fast
to remove the things
that get between us
and God, and to
remember those
without enough to
eat. We give to honor Jesus’ call to serve
those in need.
“What you give up for Lent changes lives.”
Rice Bowls will be collected on Wednesday,
March 28th. New Rice Bowls are available in
the office. Thank you.
*
*
*
Lenten Prayer of Reflection
Loving God, I am just beginning to realize how
much you love me. Your son, Jesus was humble
and obedient. He fulfilled your will for him by
becoming human and suffering with us. I ask
you for the desire to become more humble so
that my own life might also bear witness to you.
I want to use the small sufferings I have in this
world to give you glory.
Please, Lord, guide my mind with your truth.
Strengthen my life by the example of Jesus.
Help me to be with Jesus in this week as he
demonstrates again his total love for me. He
died so that I would no longer be separated from
you. Help me to feel how close you are and to
live in union with you.
May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.
Adapted from http://onlineministries.creighton.edu
- Lenten Prayers

2018-2019 Registration
Now Open
Have you filled out and
turned in your registration
packet yet, along with your
registration fee, related
forms, etc.? Yes?
http://www.icsannandale.org/2018-19-registration
Awesome! Not yet? No problem. We would
appreciate you please trying to do so at your earliest
convenience. Also, recruitment, recruitment,
recruitment…don’t forget about the mutually beneficial
recruitment/referral tuition discount option! The
talented and hard-working staff of Immaculate
Conception School are always available to provide
tours, answer classroom-based questions, etc., with our
own Mrs. Sharon Hillwig on point for Admissions and
Enrollment related matters. Thank you.

Prayer for Immaculate Conception School:
Dear Lord, bless our Catholic school. Help us to
continue to be a humble source of wisdom, always
yearning to learn more about your tremendous love
for us. May all who enter Immaculate Conception
School be filled with the gift of your Holy Spirit,
coming to know you in a more meaningful way.
Guide us as a community that respects and welcomes
everyone. May Catholic education continue to grow
so that your good news can be taught to children
throughout the world. In your son Jesus’s name we
pray, Amen.

Attention: Virtus/Safe Environment Training
03/15 – GALA Meeting - 8:20a.m. - All Are Welcome
03/16 – Irish Dancers, 8:15a.m. / Pep Rally, 1:45p.m.
$1 Dress Down Day – Blue and White (School
Colors) -or- Green for St. Patrick’s Day
03/17 – St. Patrick’s Day
03/20 – Spring Begins
03/22-24 – Parish Children’s Consignment Sale
03/23 – Adoration (All Classes Visiting Church)

CRS Rice Bowl – Competition
Older kids versus younger kids, upstairs versus
downstairs (and our early education building), who is
going to win the free dress down day? Yes, there is
this incentive but really it’s a win-win for everyone.
Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving – the three primary
tenets we focus upon during Lent as we seek to turn
back to and perhaps recommit to God. This ‘friendly
competition’ is really underlined by our desire to
encourage everyone to give, to help support those in
need. Thank you.

Spring is coming and you may want to accompany
children on ICC/ICS activities. All adults involved
with youth on our property, or through our
organizations, are required to take the 3-hour
course, Protecting God's Children. Please preregister for either the Wednesday, March 14 or
Tuesday, April 24 classes at virtus.org thru the
Diocese of Metuchen. Classes will be in the Parish
Hall in the church basement from 7p.m. thru 10p.m.

ICS GALA ‘Tease Item’ of the Week:

Congratulations Class Winners:
1st Place – Ms. DiSessa, 2nd Grade
Snack/Treat and Free Dress Down Day on
Wednesday, March 21st.
2nd Place – Ms. Kielce, 6th Grade
Free Dress Down Day on Wednesday, March 21st

http://www.icsannandale.org/2018-19-tuition-assistance

Note: Families who wish to be considered for
tuition assistance are required to first apply for
such via the Diocese of Metuchen’s tuition
assistance application process. Thank you.
Snow Days, Make-Up Time/Work, Etc.
After speaking with the Office of Catholic Schools,
reviewing Immaculate Conception School’s unique
situation, here is what has been determined regarding
time missed from school due to weather, the need to
make up some schoolwork, etc.
A. Holy Thursday remains a day off.
B. Days are not added via spring break. Supt. Ellen
is aware that this approach is being implemented by
local districts. Instead, ICS will…
C. Rather than cutting the holiday short by adding in
session school days, ICS teachers will provide some
online work for students to do over part of Easter
Break.
D. May 04th – This is now going to be a half day of
school for students. Previously a no school day for
students, to facilitate Spirituality professional
development for faculty and staff, we will now have
a half day of school and then Deacon Mike Meyer
will present Spirituality PD from 1:00p.m.-4:00p.m.
E. Extending the School Year – There will be no
plans to facilitate such this year. Our last [half] day
of school will still be Tuesday, June 19th. ICS
facilities are already engaged via the parish festival
starting on June 20th and PREP starting on June 25th.
F. Future – Going forward the superintendent and
principals will be adding information to Handbooks,
delineating the days that we will use for make-up
days and the order in which we will take them.
Thank you for your understanding. -David

As noted in the recent IC Parish Bulletin:
SAINT OF THE WEEK
This week we will study the life of St. Patrick, feast
day March 17. Patrick of Ireland is one of the
world’s most popular saints. He was born in Roman
Britain and when he was fourteen or so, he was
captured by Irish pirates during a raiding party and
taken to Ireland as a slave to herd and tend sheep.
At that time Ireland was a land of Druids and
pagans but Patrick turned to God and wrote his
memoir, The Confession. In ‘The Confession’, he
wrote: “The Love of God and his fear grew in me
more and more, as did the faith, and my soul was
roused, so that, in a single day, I have said as many
as a hundred prayers and in the night, nearly the
same. I prayed in the woods and on the mountain,
even before dawn. I felt no hurt from the snow or
ice or rain.” Patrick’s captivity lasted until he was
twenty, when he escaped after having a dream from
God in which he was told to leave Ireland by going
to the coast. There he found some sailors who took
him back to Britain and was reunited with his
family. As we know Patrick returned to Ireland to
preach and convert for 40 years. He often used
shamrocks to explain the Holy Trinity. He died at
Saul, where he built the first Irish church. He is
believed to be buried in Down Cathedral,
Downpatrick, Co. Down (Northern Ireland). His
grave was marked in 1990 with a granite stone.
Patrick was a humble, pious, gentle man, whose
love and total devotion to and trust in God should
be a shining example to each of us. He feared
nothing not even death.
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