
KDS Salutes the Academic Top Ten Percent of the Class of 2017 

Beginning with the Class of 2017, KDS DAR High School will no longer recognize individual 

students as Valedictorian and Salutatorian, but will instead recognize the students in Top 10% of 

their class.  The reason for the change is that school officials want students to focus on their own 

accomplishments without worrying about where they rank.   

“With the increased focus on Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment courses – which can boost 

a student’s grade-point average above a 4.0 – emphasizing rank could push students to overload 

themselves during their high school years,” said Kathy Culbertson, KDS High School Guidance 

Counselor.  “We think students should be focusing on their individual development and achievement 

and not trying to ‘beat’ a classmate for the top spot.” 

 

    The KDS Class of 2017 Top Percent  
 

Ana-Lee Elizabeth Beard has been very active in the music programs at 

KDS.  She is the saxophone section leader in the Patriot Marching Band 

and has been a member of the choir, show choir, concert band, and Patriot 

Theatre.  Ana-Lee has completed two years of study and earned an 

associate’s degree at Northeast Alabama Community College through the 

Dual Enrollment program.  After graduation, she plans to pursue Bachelor’s 

degrees in both psychology and social work and hopes to become a 

victim’s advocate. 

 

 

 

 

Destiny Lynn Burgess has led an active life in both athletic and 

community service aspects of high school.  She is a cheerleader, runs 

cross country, and is on the KDS track team.  She has also participated in 

Blessings in a Backpack, Special Olympics, and tutors younger students in 

math.  Destiny has successfully taken several Advanced Placement 

courses.  She plans to attend the University of Alabama in Huntsville to 

pursue a degree as a nurse practitioner. 

 

 

 

AnnMarie Early’s career at KDS has been as varied as it has been 

successful.  She is the president of the Student Government Association, a 

member of the Leo Club, FCCLA, and Art Club, and is a KDS varsity 

cheerleader and member of the KDS FFA String Band.  She has served her 

community through Blessings in a Backpack, volunteered at the local 

nursing home and with Christmas Coalition, and has set up a canned food 

drive at KDS.  She also enjoys giving campus tours to visiting DAR 

members through the KDS Administration Office.  AnnMarie’s future plans 

are to attend Jacksonville State University to earn a degree in business 

administration. 



  

 

Isaac McKinley Glaser serves many roles in support of others at KDS.  He 

served as a page at Dedication Day, created a schedule for the ACT Prep 

class, and serves as a teacher’s aide grading assignments based on the 

teacher’s rubric.  In the community, he has volunteered with Blessings in a 

Backpack, the Prayer Blanket Ministry, Room in the Inn, and the Community 

Clean-Up.  Isaac has a strong interest in computers and through KDS 

classes, he has received certification in Microsoft Office Word, Power Point 

and Excel.  He has attained the certification of Microsoft Office Specialist 

2013 Master.  His plans include attending the University of Alabama in 

Huntsville where he will study business management. 

 

 

 

Noah Zane Guffey has participated in many functions at KDS in service to 

both his school and community.  He has been involved in band, theater, art, 

Beta Club, Leo Club, FBLA, and many other service organizations.  He has 

also participated in blood drives, food drives, Blessings in a Backpack, and 

Christmas Coalition.  Noah hopes to attend Vanderbilt University where he 

will study biology in hopes of further helping people through a career as a 

doctor. 

 

 

 

 

           

Mikaela Shay Lalor has an active extracurricular life at KDS and in the 

community.  Mikaela is a cheerleader, is a member of Beta and Leo service 

clubs, FBLA, KDS Historical Society, Spanish Honor Society, National 

Honor Society, and Mu Alpha Theta.  She has been a personal page at 

DAR functions, performed with the KDS Show Choir, and served on the 

Prom Committee.  Mikaela is also active in the community, volunteering at 

local hospitals, nursing homes, and animal shelters, and assisting with 

Special Olympics and Blessings in a Backpack.  Future plans for Mikaela 

include attending the University of Alabama at Birmingham to pursue a 

career in nursing. 



 

Emily Maxwell has a wide range of pursuits in her extracurricular life.  

Emily is a member of the KDS High School choir, National Honor Society, 

and the journalism staff.  She serves as an office aide in the elementary 

school and tutors students who need extra time studying.  She enjoys 

helping others by donating blood and platelets, working at community clean-

up from storm and flood relief, and is a member of the Huntsville Cave 

Rescue Unit.  Future plans for Emily will take her far from Grant, Alabama, 

to Provo, Utah, to study the life sciences at Brigham Young University. 

There, she hopes to earn a degree in neuroscience. 

 

 

 

 

Leeann Christine Myers earned KDS’ top honor last year, as she was 

chosen as the KDS Student Representative to the 2016 Continental 

Congress.  She is also a member of the Gunter Mountain Society of the 

Children of the American Revolution.  Other extracurricular activities pursued 

by Leeann include Student Government Association, FBLA, Spanish Honor 

Society, and the Patriot Historical Society.  In the community, she has 

participated in blood drives, decorated doors at the nursing home, and has 

served meals to the homeless in a local rescue mission.  Leeann’s great love 

for many years is dance.  She has studied all forms of dance at the Kohl 

Academy of Performing Arts and now serves as an assistant dance teacher 

there.  Leeann’s plans are to attend the University of North Alabama to study 

chemistry and industrial hygiene.  Further plans include a degree in 

pharmaceutical science.  She hopes to one day work with pediatric oncology patients as a 

compounding pharmacist. 

 

 

 

        

Jack Gregory Pate has been active in many sports and clubs at KDS, such 

as basketball, track, golf, National Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta, and the 

Spanish Honor Society.  Jack’s service to KDS and the community has been 

great as he has worked on many projects through the Boy Scouts of 

America.  He built a long jump pit at the KDS Track as his Eagle Scout 

service project.  He helped other scouts with projects such as painting 

bleachers and buildings at Grant Park and cleaning, preparing and painting 

the bleachers at the Doris Pike White Gym at KDS.  He also served as a 

volunteer at Special Olympics for the past two years.  Jack has been 

accepted to Auburn University where he will study marine biology and pre-

med. 



 

 

Kendra Peyton Seeley has been very active serving clubs as well as her 

community.  She is a member of FCCLA and serves on the hospitality team.  

She is a member of the Leo and Beta Clubs as well as a member of the 

Prom Committee.  She is also busy in the community helping with blood 

drives, Christmas Coalition, KDS Harvest Festival, and tutoring students who 

need extra instruction time.  Future plans for Kendra include attending the 

University of Alabama at Birmingham where she will pursue a degree in 

biochemistry.  She will be a member of the Honors College at UAB. 

 

 

 

 

 

Brianna Spark has had an active life as a high school student at KDS.  

Brianna is a member of the Art Club, Beta Club, KDS Historical Society, Mu 

Alpha Theta, and the National Honor Society.  She has also played on the 

KDS basketball team.  Brianna served as a personal page to DAR members 

at Dedication Day and Graduation, as well as helping serve meals at DAR 

functions on campus.  But perhaps her most interesting studies have taken 

her off campus to the Grant Animal Clinic where she has worked the past 

two years as a co-op student.  Future plans for Brianna include studying 

animal sciences-pre vet at Auburn University in hopes of becoming a 

veterinarian.  

 

       

Dawson Wright has been active in many school clubs and sports during his 

high school career.  Dawson is a member of the Spanish Honor Society, 

National Honor Society, and the Patriot Historical Society.  He has 

participated in sports as a member of the basketball, football, track, and golf 

teams.  Dawson has helped at several runs for charity events and has 

served as a buddy at the Special Olympics.  He also volunteered at the 

State Track Meet the past five years.  He serves as a mentor in his mother’s 

3rd grade classroom where he helps students with projects.  Dawson’s 

future plans are to attend the University of South Alabama where he will 

pursue a degree in biomedical sciences.  He hopes to one day attend 

medical school and have a career as an orthopedic surgeon. 


