
Reading Volunteers at KDS Elementary 

Students and teachers alike know the importance of reading skills and comprehension at all levels in 

school.  Fortunately, KDS students who struggle with reading are lucky to have volunteers who care 

enough to donate their time to read to and with them during the school day. 

The Marshall County Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) Reading Buddies is a program of 

volunteers spending time one-on-one with students who need extra help in reading.  The Reading 

Buddy is asked to give 30 minutes weekly to spend time reading with and to their student.  This past 

year, DAR Elementary earned 348 hours in Reading Buddy hours for the 2016-2017 school year. 

Each year, the RSVP Reading Buddy program begins the week after Grandparents Day, and 

typically has fifteen to eighteen volunteers who participate.  

The Reading Buddy volunteers have the opportunity to give 

attention, love and a sense of accomplishment to a struggling 

reader.  The students not only gain in reading skills, but also, 

learn that there is someone who cares enough to come to KDS 

to spend time with them on a consistent basis.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susie Keller, a retired KDS Elementary school teacher, enjoys spending her time reading books, 

particularly to school children.  “I love reading books to children that encourage them to set goals, 

face each day with a positive attitude, not to be a bully or stand for being bullied, love all the people 

they see in their daily lives (even if they don’t like them) and to enjoy their ride through life,” she said. 

Books such as the Big Bad Bully Bear, read to kindergarten and first graders, and The Energy Bus, 

read to second, third and fourth graders, are part of a continuing program promoting positive 

attitudes and kindness.  KDS Elementary Counselor Kim Smith said, “Susie visits our school every 

year to read books that will promote a positive school climate, motivate the students to treat each 

other kindly, and set goals for the upcoming school 

year.  We are so very grateful for her service.” 

Susie also reads to younger children at Grant Public 

Library every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.  Children love 

listening to Ms. Susie during story times at the library. 

Keller said, “One little girl talked about using the love 

that’s in your heart for everyone. Children just have it 

right.” 


