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My healthcare career started in Bethesda, Maryland in the late 1970s working in hospital accounting. 
Over the years I took on greater responsibility in nurse recruitment and then managing hospital 
operations. I moved on to post-acute settings over the years.  These included regional leadership roles in 
home medical equipment, home health and home infusion. In those settings I often interacted with 
hospice professionals and felt very connected to their mission. 
 
In 2004 I was able to start my hospice career with an appointment to lead a small hospice in Dallas, 

Texas that was on the brink of closure. My mentor was a seasoned CHPN leader, June Rachel, who 

taught me “there are no do overs in hospice.” She instilled in me that no matter what it took, we had to 

meet the complex needs of our patients and their families the first time. My journey continued as I 

moved on to VITAS in 2008 where I was blessed again with an amazing group of hospice professionals. 

Again, with the same central focus on patients and family that we instilled in our teams, the hospice 

grew. We added an inpatient hospice unit and another hospice in Greenville, TX. This year I have 

returned to a region leadership role as an Area Vice President with Kindred at Home Hospice in north 

Texas. 

Along the way, I successfully completed the CHPCA certification exam and have been an avid supporter 

of other hospice professionals to work toward certification. I believe that certification not only validates 

our knowledge and commitment, it instills confidence in our clients, employers and community. My past 

hospice service also includes NCHPP CEO Steering committee and I am currently the President of the 

Texas and New Mexico Hospice Organization. On a personal note, I am happily married to Maria, have 

four amazing grown children and live in Plano, Texas. 


