الرَّحِيمِ الرَّحْمَٰنِ اللَّهِ بِسْمِ 
In The Name of Allah, the Beneficent and the Most Merciful

اللهم على محمد وال محمد وعجل فرجهم يا كريم صل


ISLAMIC WILL [WASIYYAH] AND INHERITANCE

(materials for the most part taken from the book “Writing An Islamic Will 

by Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi)
Paper No. 02
Writing an Islamic Will
03] The One-Third Option
After a person dies, what is the relationship between him and his Estate? 
There are three possibilities:

• He has full control over it through a Will.

• He has partial control over it through a Will. 

• He has absolutely no control over it.

Islam has taken the middle position. It says that when a person dies, he retains the right to decide about up to one-third of his entire Estate. But as far as the two-thirds is concerned, the deceased loses the right to distribute according to his wish.

The Islamic Shari’ah has given you the right to allocate one-third of your Estate in the manner you determine provided it does not contravene the Shari’ah, but the balance of two-thirds will have to be distributed according to the dictates of the Shari’ah.  The right to distribute one-third of your Estate can be implemented only if such a provision is made in your Will. 

If specific meritorious acts to be performed on your behalf after your death as stipulated by you exceeds your right of one-third, all the acts you specified would be proportionately decreased to bring them to the level of your right of one-third.
You can do whatever you like with the one-third: give to a family-member(s), relative(s), friend(s) who is(are) in-need, charitable cause(s), etc.

04]
Possible Use Of The One-Third
· For Charity

· For giving to those relatives or friends who have no share in the Estate

· For giving to those relatives whose share is less and you think that they are in need.

Sample of an Islamic Will prepared by Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi will be sent next week, Insha- Allah.

To be continued next week,Insha-Allah
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