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Ambassador Heather Hodges became the President and Ambassador-in-Residence 

at the Cleveland Council on World Affairs in November 2011 after retiring from 31 

years in the U.S. Foreign Service. Ambassador Hodges did consular work in 

Venezuela and Guatemala. She was Consul General in Bilbao, Spain, and was deputy 

chief of mission in Managua, Lima, and Madrid. In Washington she was Peru desk 

officer and Deputy Director of Cuban Affairs, and had a fellowship to work on the 

Senate Subcommittee for Immigration and Refugee Affairs. She was Principal 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Human Resources from 2006-2008. Ms. 

Hodges was Ambassador to Moldova from 2003-2006 and Ambassador to Ecuador 

from 2008 to April 2011. 

 

Ambassador Hodges is a native of Westlake, Ohio. She has a B.A. in Spanish from 

St. Catherine University in St. Paul, Minnesota, and an M.A. from New York 

University. She was elected to the American Academy of Diplomacy in 2011 and is 

on the Advisory Council of Rainforest Trust, a U.S.-based nonprofit environmental 

organization. 
 


