
ñGo West, young man, go Westò is an adage often incorrectly attributed to the Ameri-
can newspaper editor, Horace Greeley.  But it was originally penned by John B.L. 
Soule, fully fourteen years before Greeley.  Soule was a publisher, minister, poet, and 
professor who used the expression in an editorial in the Terre Haute Express in 1851.  
When you fly to this monthôs JUST PLANE FUN destination airport, youôll be putting 
Souleôs advice to good use. 

 
Put-In-Bay Airport (3W2), also known 
as Ted Eriksen Field, is an ideal GA 
summer destination, especially if you 
like going somewhere to do some-
thing rather than just take an airplane 
ride.  The airport is located on South 
Bass Island in Lake Erie fifteen miles 
north of Sandusky, Ohio, and about 
310 miles west of Lancaster.  You can 
easily see everything in one day, but 
if you want to really soak up the am-
bience of the place, fly in on a Satur    
day and stay overnight -- the island 
has a carnival-like atmosphere and 
 
 

Put-in-Bay Airport (3W2) looking northeast; Put-in-Bay is 

a small town located on South Bass Island out in Lake Erie 

fifteen miles north of Sandusky, Ohio. 



 
will remind you of a Jersey shore 
community such as Asbury Park,  
Ocean City, or Wildwood.  Hotel ac-
commodations on the island are lim-
ited; therefore it is essential to make 
reservations well in advance if you 
plan an overnight stay, especially dur-
ing weekends and summer months.  
The high tourist season is considered 
to run from early May until late Sep-
tember. 
 
 

The airport is untowered and closed from 
dusk to dawn as there are no runway 
lights.  The 2,870ô by 75ô runway was re-
cently resurfaced -- headings are RW21 
(left traffic) and RW3 (right traffic).  The 
favored runway with no wind is RW21 and 
most landings are made on RW21.  Pat-
tern altitude is 1,600ô.  There are no pub-
lished IAPôs for 3W2 and no fuel is availa-
ble on the field.  You can refuel at self -
serve pumps before heading back to LNS 
at two nearby airports, either Port Clinton 

(PCW) or Sandusky County Regional (S24) 
on the mainland.  Pilots are advised to re-
main at least 1,000ô from Admiral Perryôs 
monument located 1.5 miles north of the 
field.  The top of the monument is 942ô 
MSL.                                                      
 
No student training or touch -and-go land-
ings are allowed.  Due to the location of 
the airport out in Lake Erie and tall trees 
surrounding the field, winds are often over 

10 knots and landings may be challenging  
due to turbulence and rotors.  Golf carts, 
the standard means of island transporta-
tion, are available for rent at the airport.  

 

Admiral Perry Peace  Memorial 

Put-in-Bay Harbor from the top of the                              
Admiral Perry Peace Memorial  

Admiral Perry Peace Memorial, Put-in-Bay, Ohio; 

at 352' high, the monument is taller than the       

Statue of Liberty 


