
“Go West, young man, go West” is an adage often incorrectly attributed to the Ameri-
can newspaper editor, Horace Greeley.  But it was originally penned by John B.L. 
Soule, fully fourteen years before Greeley.  Soule was a publisher, minister, poet, and 
professor who used the expression in an editorial in the Terre Haute Express in 1851.  
When you fly to this month’s JUST PLANE FUN destination airport, you’ll be putting 
Soule’s advice to good use. 

 
Put-In-Bay Airport (3W2), also known 
as Ted Eriksen Field, is an ideal GA 
summer destination, especially if you 
like going somewhere to do some-
thing rather than just take an airplane 
ride.  The airport is located on South 
Bass Island in Lake Erie fifteen miles 
north of Sandusky, Ohio, and about 
310 miles west of Lancaster.  You can 
easily see everything in one day, but 
if you want to really soak up the am-
bience of the place, fly in on a Satur    
day and stay overnight -- the island 
has a carnival-like atmosphere and 
 
 

Put-in-Bay Airport (3W2) looking northeast; Put-in-Bay is 

a small town located on South Bass Island out in Lake Erie 

fifteen miles north of Sandusky, Ohio. 



 
will remind you of a Jersey shore 
community such as Asbury Park,  
Ocean City, or Wildwood.  Hotel ac-
commodations on the island are lim-
ited; therefore it is essential to make 
reservations well in advance if you 
plan an overnight stay, especially dur-
ing weekends and summer months.  
The high tourist season is considered 
to run from early May until late Sep-
tember. 
 
 

The airport is untowered and closed from 
dusk to dawn as there are no runway 
lights.  The 2,870’ by 75’ runway was re-
cently resurfaced -- headings are RW21 
(left traffic) and RW3 (right traffic).  The 
favored runway with no wind is RW21 and 
most landings are made on RW21.  Pat-
tern altitude is 1,600’.  There are no pub-
lished IAP’s for 3W2 and no fuel is availa-
ble on the field.  You can refuel at self-
serve pumps before heading back to LNS 
at two nearby airports, either Port Clinton 

(PCW) or Sandusky County Regional (S24) 
on the mainland.  Pilots are advised to re-
main at least 1,000’ from Admiral Perry’s 
monument located 1.5 miles north of the 
field.  The top of the monument is 942’ 
MSL.                                                      
 
No student training or touch-and-go land-
ings are allowed.  Due to the location of 
the airport out in Lake Erie and tall trees 
surrounding the field, winds are often over 

10 knots and landings may be challenging  
due to turbulence and rotors.  Golf carts, 
the standard means of island transporta-
tion, are available for rent at the airport. 

 

Admiral Perry Peace  Memorial 

Put-in-Bay Harbor from the top of the                              
Admiral Perry Peace Memorial  

Admiral Perry Peace Memorial, Put-in-Bay, Ohio; 

at 352' high, the monument is taller than the       

Statue of Liberty 



The name “Put-In-Bay” was originally applied 
to the inlet between the north and south 
ends of the island, but in recent years it has 
come to be attached to the inlet, the airport, 
the town, and  the entire island.  The island’s 
primary industry is tourism, and it is only ac-
cessible by ferry,    private boat, or private 
plane.  Some of the engaging sites and activ-
ities that may catch your fancy could be: (1) 
Admiral Perry Peace Memorial; (2) Heine-
man’s Winery and Crystal Cave; (3) The But-
terfly House; (4) Perry’s Cave; (5) South Bass 
Island Lighthouse; (6) boat or kayak rentals; 

(7) Lake Erie fishing tours; or (8) walking 
tours.  There are plenty of eateries from 
which to choose, and if you are very en-
ergetic, you can eschew the golf cart and 
get around the island very easily on foot -
- South Bass Island is only 3.7 miles long 
and 1.5 miles wide.  The Crystal Cave is 
said to contain the largest geode in the 
world…you can actually walk into it. 
 
Probably the main attraction on the island 
is Admiral Perry’s Victory and Internation-
al Peace Monument, a giant 352’ high 
(about fifty feet higher than the Statue of 
Liberty) Doric column established to honor 
those who fought in the Battle of Lake Erie 

during the War of 1812.  Spectacular 
views of the island can be had from the 
top of the tower.  Some of the officers 
killed in that battle are actually buried 
under the floor of the monument.   
The Memorial, run by the National Park 
Service, was opened in 1936 and is situ-
ated five miles from the longest unde-
fended border in the world.  If you are 
interested in the natural sciences, the 
Butterfly House is a well-run butterfly 
conservatory open daily from 10AM to 
6PM, including holidays, from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day. 

South Bass Island, Put-in-Bay Airport is near the 

left border of photo; notice underwater sand 

dunes in  Lake Erie near bottom of  photo 

Put-in-Bay Airport  

Kelley's Island (89D) about five miles east of 3W2;        
some of the surrounding islands  



Some of the surrounding islands 
have small airports with challeng-
ing runways….so if you’re in-
clined, have at it and do a little 
aerial sightseeing while you’re 
there.  A word of caution: if you 
land at North Bass Island (3X5),   
exercise extreme care when 
climbing out of RW01 as the Ca-
nadian ADIZ border is merely one 
mile from the end of the runway.  
To avoid Canadian airspace, begin 
your turn out as soon as you                                                                    
depart the runway. 

 
 
 
Lastly, if you are a roller coaster freak, 
take an extra day before returning 
home and visit Cedar Point amusement 
park near Sandusky, OH, on the main-
land.  With 17 roller coasters it is con-
sidered by many to be the roller coast-
er capital of the world.                      
 
 
 
 

 
 
Their two biggest attractions are 
the Millenium Force and Magnum 
XL-200 -- people from all over the 
world come here to ride these two 
roller coasters.  It is only several 
miles from the Sandusky County 
Regional Airport (S24). 
 
For more information on Put-In-
Bay, click HERE. 

Butterfly conservatory at Put-In-Bay...worth a visit. 

Standing inside the largest geode in the world            
at Put-In-Bay.  

Golf cart is the most popular means of transportation.  

https://www.putinbay.com/lodging.htm

