
One of the best things about general aviation flying is you can easily travel round trip to many inter-

esting places and attractions in one day that would require three days (or more) of travel in a car.  

One such place is Manteo, North Carolina, on Roanoke Island.  Dare County Regional Airport (KMQI) 

on the island is a well-managed operation with a beautiful terminal building and mascot golden re-

triever always waiting for a friendly pet from a visiting aviator.  This airport also makes an excellent 

half-way/rest stop when you are flying to a more southern destination such as Myrtle Beach, Hilton 

Head, or Savannah with a golf foursome.  But the thing I like most about MQI: it is well within walk-

ing distance of the North Carolina Aquari-

um on Roanoke Island (NCARI). 

 

The scenic flight to Dare County Regional 

will take two to three hours in most GA air-

craft.  It is 254nm direct, but to avoid the 

Washington DC SFRA you will have to devi-

ate your flight plan slightly to the east 

which will increase travel distance 5% to 

8%.  A good route I often use is 
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KLNS>PADRE>ENO>SBY>SWL>CCV>NTU>KMQI.  

Or you can simply fly pilotage down the Atlantic 

Coast.  If you take the coastal route, be aware of 

the restricted airspaces at Wallops Island (R-6604D) 

and Oceana Naval Air Station (R-6606).  You can 

call the towers of these military airports for adviso-

ries, but flying in restricted airspaces where live or-

dinance is being used is certainly inadvisable.  MQI 

has several IAP’s including RNAV (GPS), VOR, and 

NDB approaches. 

 

 

The NCARI is one of 

four aquariums man-

aged by the Aquarium 

Division of the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Re-

sources.  The NC aquarium system was opened in 1976 and was estab-

lished to promote an awareness, understanding, appreciation, and con-

servation of the diverse natural and cultural resources of NC’s ocean, 

rivers, streams, estuaries, and other aquatic environments.  It has be-

come recognized as 

an advocate for 

oceanic natural re-

sources and conser-

vation by the Asso-

ciation of Zoos and 

Aquariums.  All the 

aquariums feature dive shows, live animal en-

counters, and feeding programs.   The other 

three aquariums are located at Pine Knolls 

Shores, Fort Fisher, and Jennette’s Pier (Nags 

Head). 

 

The NCARI is open every day of the year from 9 

to 5 except Thanksgiving and Christmas.  It is so 

close to the Dare County Regional Airport, you 

can easily walk to the aquarium entrance in less 

than 10 minutes after tying down at the GA 

ramp.  Admission fee is $10.95 for adults; $9.95 

for seniors and military; and $8.95 for children   

3 -12.  Kids under three, no charge.  National 

Park passes are not accepted.  One of my favor-

ite exhibits is the hands-on display where kids 

can touch a stingray, handle a starfish, see a ra-

re white sea turtle, or look a shark directly in the 
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eye.  During the warmer months of the 

year there is a food concession outside 

the aquarium.  Buy a logo golf cap or 

sweat shirt in the gift shop after your visit 

to the aquarium which should take no 

more than two hours at a leisurely pace. 

 

After the aquarium experience, if you’re 

energetic and so inclined, you can take a 

two-mile walk to downtown Manteo for 

dinner.  Or if not, sign out a courtesy car 

at the Dare County terminal.  A good eat-

ery is Striper’s Bar and Grill on South Bay 

Club Drive where every seat in the place 

looks out over Roanoke Sound.  Don’t forget to take your camera to get some good photos of the 

Roanoke Marshes Lighthouse tucked away at the quiet east end of the Manteo waterfront.  The 

flight back to LNS after dark is as tantalizingly beautiful as the daytime flight down with all the small 

town and city lights en route.  Try to get off at least an hour before nightfall and you may be treat-

ed to a spectacular sunset reflecting off the waters of Albemarle Sound. 

 

 

 

Lastly if you are working on getting your 

instrument rating and need to take that 

250nm flight with IAP landings, Dare 

County Regional is a great destination to 

satisfy the requirement. 
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