Luray, Virginia mayor Barry Presgraves always tells people, “You can’t get into heaven if you haven’t
gone to Luray Caverns.” I have no idea of the origin or truth of that pithy adage, but you certainly
are missing an exceptional travel destination if you haven’t ever visited Luray and its namesake caverns. For most GA aircraft, the scenic flight through the Shenandoah Valley to the untowered Luray
Caverns Airport (KLUA) from Lancaster should take no more than one or two hours depending on the
winds aloft.

A common VFR route to avoid the Baltimore/Washington Special Flight
Rules Area (SFRA) would be LRP MRB KLUA (~140nm). But before you go,
check the route carefully on a sectional to familiarize yourself with the borders of not only the SFRA, but also P-40, or you will likely find yourself in
the company of an F-15 interceptor at 3,000’ trying to contact you on
121.5. According to data from the FAA available through the Freedom of
Information Act, pilots stray into this prohibited area fifteen to twenty times
a year. You should also have a certificate with you indicating you took and
passed the FAA’s online course relating to flights near and through the
Washington SFRA.
P-40 is the prohibited airspace over Camp David, MD, just south of Gettysburg and below the PA
state line. The nearest city to P-40 (unexpanded) is Frederick, MD, which is about 15nm to the
south. P-40 ordinarily occupies a circular area with a 3nm radius up to 5,000’ AGL. When dignitaries are present at Camp David, the prohibited airspace expands to 10nm radius and 18,000’. With
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the expanded 10nm radius, there is very
little unrestricted airspace between P-40
and the Washington SFRA. The “safe”
flight corridor is less than 10nm wide. History has shown that unwary pilots are most
likely to violate P-40 when it is expanded.
Since the FAA does not provide online information about P-40, it is mandatory to
call a flight briefer for advisories before
embarking on a flight near P-40. Or alternatively you can call Leesburg or Williamsport FSS from the air on 122.2 immediately after you reach cruise altitude.

Although Luray (correct pronunciation: lū-rā ‘)
Caverns is the main attraction, there is much more
to see and do in the Shenandoah Valley. The valley is the geologic and cultural region of western
Virginia bordered to the east by the Blue Ridge
Mountains, to the west by the eastern front of the
Ridge-and-Valley Appalachians, on the north by the
Potomac River, and the south the James River. In
total it covers a surface area of about 1,600 square
miles from Harper’s Ferry to Roanoke, VA. The
Shenandoah River, which is the largest tributary of
the Potomac, flows northeast through the valley
View of Luray Airport, golf course, and Shenandoah River
along its western front.
looking south

The Luray Caverns, originally called the Luray
Cave, was first discovered in 1878 and named after the nearby town which was founded in 1812.
It consists of an illuminated 1.5 mile underground
trail that can be toured easily within one hour. It
is not fully handicapped accessible. The temperature of the cave is a constant 57 degrees F year
round. If the walk way lights are turned off when
you are in the depths of the cave, you cannot see
your hand held immediately in front of your face.
Massanutten Mountain (from over Luray Airport) --the Massanutten is about 2 miles west of and 1,500' higher
than Luray Airport; view is looking southwest.

In addition to the caverns, the airport is within a
short drive of Shenandoah National Park, Caverns
Country Club Resort and Golf Course, the Skyline

Drive, Shenandoah River and River Outfitters, the Appalachian Trail, and many other
trails over the Blue Ridge and Massanutten
Mountains. If you are so inclined you can
go hiking, kayaking, horseback riding, golfing, fishing, hunting, tubing, or just plain
vacationing and site-seeing. An Enterprise
Rental Car is located in Shenandoah, VA,
about 10 miles south of the Luray Airport.
The airport is attended seven days a week
(even on holidays) year round from 8 AM
to 6 PM. I have found the services at this
airport to be exceptional, and their fuel
prices are usually the lowest around. As
Shenandoah Valley looking west from 4,000' AGL -- Massanutten Mounan example, their present price for 100LL
tain is
fuel is $4.60 compared to $5.19 (self-serve)
at LNS. Jet A at Luray is now $3.60 whereas at LNS it is $5.43. The airport attendant will gladly drive you any place you want to go. When
you are ready to come back to the airport for departure, call them on your cell (540-743-6070) no
later than 5:30PM and request a pickup.
Luray Caverns Airport is about one mile
west of town and a little over one-half mile
from the entrance of the famed caverns. If
you’re interested in walking, turn east out
of the airport drive onto the two-lane
blacktop Airport Road, then make a right
on Cave Hill Road which takes you directly
to the entrance of Luray Caverns. I have
walked to the caverns, and it takes no
more than thirty minutes at a leisurely
pace. There are no sidewalks, but these
roads are not heavily traveled.

The airport runway is 4/22 and 3,126’ X 75’
in good condition, elevation 902’. RW4 is
left traffic and RW22 is right traffic for
noise abatement over the town of Luray. Several IAP’s are available, and night ops are permitted.
If you fly the Shenandoah Valley at night, be advised there are mountains approaching 4,000’ MSL
in the area, and there is high terrain (2,200’) within three miles just west of the airport, the Massanutten Mountain. The CTAF is 122.8, and the AWOS on the field is 118.275 (phone 540-743-1148).
Approach and departure services are provided by Washington ARTCC on frequency 133.2.
Short final for RW4 at Luray Caverns Airport.

There are plenty of eateries and accommodations in Luray only a short drive from the airport. Perhaps the most notable of these is the Mimslyn Inn where the restaurant is closed seasonally. Check
out their online web site for more information or call 540-743-5105. When you go, have fun and be
safe!

