This month we are again reminded of the abrupt and unconscionable attack on our United States on
September 11, 2001, by a group of nineteen Islamic extremists who hijacked four commercial jetliners intending to use them as weapons of mass destruction. Three of those aircraft were crashed into
occupied structures, killing all passengers and crew of each plane, and thousands on the ground.
The captain of the jet, which crashed into the Pentagon, American Airlines Flight 77, was the brother
of a personal friend of mine, thus it hit close to home. That friend told me his brother would have
fought with his last breath to keep control of his aircraft. The fourth plane, United Airlines Flight 93,
scheduled to fly from Newark International Airport to San Francisco International Airport, was spared
the same outcome by the passengers on board who revolted against the hijackers. The terrorists
were thought to be headed for either the Capitol building or the White House in Washington, DC.
Most of the information about the events on Flight 93, after the hijacking commenced, was collected
from information passed along by cell phone and Sky Phone calls from the passengers to their loved
ones, and the cockpit voice recorder which was retrieved after the crash. About 46 minutes into the
flight, the terrorists armed with knives took control of the plane, possibly killing or maiming the captain and first officer. Several minutes later the passengers decided to attempt to overcome the terrorists and breach the cockpit. They were successful, insofar as the plane never reached the terrorists’ target, but control of the plane was ultimately lost, and it crashed, at a high rate of speed, into a
field near Shanksville, PA, killing all on board instantly. By their brave actions, the passengers prevented the deaths of an unknown number of victims on the ground had the hijackers been able to
reach their intended destination.

Once the hijacking of Flight 93 and other
significant events of 9/11/2001 were recognized by ATC, as an attack on our country,
Vice President, Dick Cheney ,in the Presidential Emergency Operations Center deep
under the White House, authorized Flight
93 to be shot down by military jets. But
upon learning of the crash, he is reported
to have said, “I think an act of heroism just
took place on that plane.” And indeed it
had.
Crescent Ring at Flight 93 Memorial…
Visitor's Center in upper left.

Barely before the dust settled, following the
events of 9/11, legislators, benefactors, and
friends and families of the victims of Flight
93, proposed construction of a national

memorial at the crash site dedicated to the
spirit, will, and bravery of the plane’s passengers and crew. The Memorial has gone
through several stages of development over
the past 17 years and is now nearing completion. In September of this year, a 93-foot
high “Tower of Voices” is to be completed,
consisting of forty wind chimes, one for each
passenger and crew member who died in the
crash. The Flight 93 National Memorial consists of 1,000 acres of land including the
crash site and is managed by the National
Park Service.
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Read more about the Memorial on the National Park
Service web site HERE. It is merely a fifteen minute drive from Somerset County Airport (2G9).

Forty individual slabs of marble with names of the
crew and passengers.
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Somerset County Airport is 125nm due west of Lancaster and at 2,275’ elevation is the highest public
airport in Pennsylvania. The airport is eight miles
by car from the Flight 93 Memorial. Somerset
County Airport has two courtesy cars which are
available between 8AM and 4PM daily. To confirm
courtesy car availability, call the airport attendant at
814-445-1599 before departure. Cars are more
available weekdays and during the winter months.
When leaving the Somerset Airport en route to the

Memorial, turn right onto Rt. 281 north, go 5 miles
to Stoystown. At Stoystown turn right onto Rt. 30
east. The entrance to the Flight 93 Memorial is
three miles on the right.
The airport’s main paved runways are 7/25, both left
traffic, and 5,002’ X 75’ in good condition. Most
landings are made on RW25 which has a 1.5%
upslope and is the calm wind runway. For each 1%
upslope in the runway, you can add 10% to the
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length of the runway for landing purposes which
would increase the effective length slightly to
5,752’. When landing downslope on RW07, the
reverse is true. This is steeper than Smoketown,
but considerably less than Courcheval, France,
where the runway slope is 18.5%. Downhill departures there are never aborted -- V1 is at
brake release.
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Somerset has several IAP’s, including a localizer approach to RW25. The MIRL, PAPI, and PVASI are
activated by the CTAF. You can easily do the round
trip to the Flight 93 Memorial in less than half a day.
The solemnity surrounding a visit here is reminiscent
of the feeling one gets when visiting the Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor. It should be a gentle reminder to us all that every day of life is a gift.
Somerset Airport looking west from 2,000’ AGL.

