What’s not to like about the prospect of flying up over New York’s Bravo airspace and getting a migratory bird’s eye view of JFK International and New York City from 10,000’ AGL en route to Block
Island, RI? Very little. That is what’s in store for pilots from Lancaster heading to Block Island Airport (KBID) out in the Atlantic Ocean off the eastern tip of Long Island. And the last half of the flight
over Long Island is as scenic as flying over The Big Apple.

The direct distance from LNS is 223nm
which should take something less than two
hours flying time in most GA aircraft -- and
there is usually a tailwind when traveling
west-to-east. You won’t need much navigational equipment for this flight. After passing over JFK International, just follow the
Atlantic coastline of Long Island for ~100nm
and…Voilà! You’re there!
When you reach Montauk at the eastern end
New York City looking northwest from 9,500'. This photo taken from of Long Island, Block Island is visible 13
miles out in the Atlantic. Although I always
almost directly over JFK International Airport.
take life jackets on this flight, you should
easily be able to make land in an engine out glide with room to spare if you cross the water at no
less than 5,000’ AGL. And an emergency landing can be made at either Montauk Airport (KMTP) to

the west or Block Island Airport to the east.
The life jackets may come in handy however if you plan to fly offshore around the island at low altitude to get some spectacular
aerial photos.
Block Island was occupied by the Niantic
Indians well before European settlers arrived. It was named by and after the Dutch
explorer Adrian Block in the early 1600’s.
Archeologists have found evidence that native Americans may have established settlements on the island as early as 500 BC.
Block Island was finally incorporated by the

JFK International...Jamaica Bay on the left looking
northwest from 9,500' alt.

Rhode Island general assembly in 1672, and the
island government adopted the name “New Shoreham.” Block Island is now coextensive with the
town of New Shoreham which has a year-round
population of just over 1,000, but the population
may blossom to 10,000 during summer holiday
weekends. If you do not enjoy rubbing elbows with
hordes of people, I would not advise visiting on the
Fourth of July weekend when there is a parade
downtown during the day and fireworks in the
evening. On the other hand, if you enjoy crowds,
have at it. Unless you arrive very early in the day,
you may have trouble finding ramp space to park
your plane on the Fourth.

New Shoreham (upper left) on Block Island. The Atlantic
Ocean is at the bottom margin of photo.

The airport terminal is about one mile from downtown New Shoreham, a comfortable walk for most
people. There are at least a dozen taxi services
available, however they may be very busy and understaffed on summer holiday weekends. Many visitors rent a bike or moped to get around the island.
Block Island Bike and Car Rental (401-466-2297)
near downtown New Shoreham offers jeep rentals.
Block Island Airport (KBID) looking northwest from 3,000'.

There is lots to see and do on the island,
and there are plenty of eateries where you
can enjoy a wide variety of specialty foods.
Check out THIS web site for more information on restaurants and places to stay.
Some restaurants and hotels are not open
year round so reservations are advised.
The Greenway Trail includes 28 miles of
hiking from the Great Salt Pond south to
Rodman’s Hollow and runs all over the island. Trail and road maps are available in
the airport terminal upon arrival. More
than 40% of Block Island is undeveloped
and protected as open space. We have
The Nature and Block Island Conservancies to thank for this preservation effort.
It has been estimated there are over 300
ponds on the island, therefore mosquitoes
can be a serious nuisance. If you plan to
do much hiking, I suggest you take along
insect repellent and use it liberally as long
as you are outside. Naturally mosquitoes
are not a problem during the winter.
A worthwhile and scenic hike is the beach
below the 200’ high Mohegan Bluffs on the
southeast side of the island. This beach is
reminiscent of the beach at the Torrey
Pines State Park near La Jolla, CA. Good
sunset views can be had from this beach
when the sun is low in the sky from October to March. You can also visit the 142
year old Southeast Lighthouse while at the
bluffs. From the lighthouse you can see the
Block Island wind farm 3.3nm out in the
Atlantic, the first offshore wind farm in the
entire United States and capable of producing over 125,000 megawatt hours of electricity annually. Not all megawatt hours are
equal, but according to information from
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
this amount of power could normally meet
the electrical needs of 20 million homes.

Turning left base for RW28 at Block Island Airport.

Mohegan Bluffs and Mohegan Bluffs Beach, Block Island

Southeast Lighthouse on Block Island

View looking northeast up the Atlantic Coastline of Long Island.

The Block Island Airport (KBID) has a
beautiful terminal building for a small,
untowered field. CTAF is 123.0 and
approach services are provided by
Providence on 125.75. There are several IAP’s for Block Island, and the
weather is sometimes foggy with low
clouds. Minimums for the RNAV approaches are 580-1. Bethany’s Airport
Diner is right on the field and is open
daily from 6:30AM until 2PM. It is said
Bethany’s makes the best French toast
on the island, so fly up there some
morning and give it a try.

The runway (RW10/28) is 2,502’ long and
100’ wide. Both directions are left traffic.
Most landings are made on RW28 which is
the calm and variable wind runway to minimize noise over New Shoreham. Naturally
since Block Island is out in the ocean, wind
velocity can sometimes exceed 50 knots and
be off the runway heading. So caution needs
to be exercised when landing. There have
been several avoidable, fatal accidents there
within the past twenty years.
Block Island in the Atlantic Ocean 13 miles east of Montauk, NY.

If you plan to depart for home after
dark, be aware that although VMC may
prevail, you will be flying over or near
large bodies of water (Long Island
Sound and the Atlantic Ocean) and may
not have ground visual references for
orientation. Also there is often haze
over the ground and water during the
summer months, so be prepared for instrument flight.
Block Island Airport terminal.

Take a weekend day or two in the near future and head up to Block Island for a change of
scenery. I guarantee you won’t regret it. As always, have fun and be safe.

