Question: Why take a GA flight to a destination merely 78nm direct from KLNS when you can drive
there in 2 ½ hours (108 miles)? Answer: For the love of flying…which is the main reason many GA
pilots go flying anytime anywhere. You can even make this flight in your Aeronca Champ or Piper
Cub and still have plenty of time to go site-seeing at your point of interest, the Hickory Run State
Park boulder field, and return the same day.

Hickory Run State Park boulder field in center of photo; the body of water in the
upper right of photo is Wolf Run. For scale, the boulder field is 1/3 mile long. View is
looking southeast from 2,500' AGL.

This boulder field is the largest and most
unusual geologic formation of its kind in
Pennsylvania and arguably one of the most
unusual boulder fields in the world. If you
do a GOOGLE search for “boulder fields
worldwide,” very few show up and the
one at Hickory Run is always the first entry
on the list. This boulder field has been visited by geologists from all over the world
who have offered various explanations, all
of which seem to defy logic, as to how it
was formed.

Closer look at the boulder field. You can see
how the forest is growing into and encroaching
on the field.

Hickory Run State Park in Carbon County lies in the
western third of Pennsylvania’s Pocono Mountains.
This 15,990 acre park has more than forty miles of
hiking trails, many miles of trout streams, and a striking 18-acre boulder field which was designated a National Natural Landmark by the National Park Service
in 1967. The park is open every day of the year from
sunrise to sunset. Although day use areas close at
dusk, you and your family can spend a weekend in a
rustic camping cottage with advance reservations.

The boulder field appears to be approximately 1,800’ long and 400’ wide. However
it is probably slightly larger than that because the forest is encroaching on its perimeter, and the boulders cannot easily be seen
among the trees. Rocks range from less
than 18” to more than 25’ in diameter. The
rocks penetrate down into the ground to a
depth of 25’. Most geologists think it was
formed between 15,000 and 20,000 years
The largest boulders are about 25' long. This view from
ago as we began to come out of our last ice
about 500' AGL.
age. At that time the 4,000’ thick Laurentide
ice sheet extended down over the northern United States, covering all the Great Lakes, and ended
at a point about one mile north of the boulder field. Scientist know this because it left behind an
accumulation of boulders not native to the local area (“erratics”) at the remains of a terminal moraine. Although that moraine is in the park, it is not visible because over the past several thousand
years trees have overgrown the area.

Most of the rocks have smooth surfaces suggesting they were
worn down by flowing water.

Although geologists are still guessing as to the
exact origin of the boulder field, one of the most
widely accepted theories is that after the glacier’s edge stopped just one mile north of the
boulder field, permafrost killed off all the trees
leaving the exposed bedrock. During the warmer summers, water from the mile high glacier
cascaded like a waterfall over the boulders and
washed away any sand or silt leaving the field as
we see it today. No explanation has been offered as to how the boulders accumulated in the
first place.

The rocks in the boulder field are similar to those you would find in the bottom of a river. Larger
rocks are sharper and smaller rocks are smoother, suggesting they have been weathered or moved
over time.
The Hickory Run boulder field is not the only one
in the region. There are several others including
the River of Rocks near Hawk Mountain. But
they are not nearly as large or as flat as the
boulder field at Hickory Run. That is why the
Hickory Run
boulders attract geologists from all over the world.

If you are interested in getting some aerial photos of the Hickory Run boulder field, it is easy to
Care needs to be exercised when walking on the boulder field
spot from the air two miles due west of the Pobecause the rocks are slippery, and it is easy to twist an ankle
or worse yet fall and break a bone in your lower leg.
cono Raceway. The nearest public airport is Pocono Mountains Municipal Airport (KMPO) 14
miles northeast of Hickory Run. Pocono Mountain Muni. has courtesy cars available to take the 30
minute drive to the boulder field. KMPO also has several IAP’s to practice your navigational skills
and approaches, and although the airport is one
of the four highest elevation public airports in
Pennsylvania, it is not a cold temperature restricted airport. During the winter months, the Poconos have more snow than many other areas in
Pennsylvania, therefore it is a good idea to call
FSS for advisories before planning your flight
there. Runways are 13/31 (5,001’X75’) and 5/23
(3,999’X100’), all left traffic. Most landings are
made on RW31 which is also the calm wind runMap showing the extent of the Laurentide Ice Sheet about 20,000 years
way.
ago. Notice in PA it stopped just north of the Hickory Run boulder field.

Even if you have no interest in geology, the Hickory Run boulder field is quite an unusual place to
visit and an amazing sight to behold when you see it for the first time.

