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Sermon – “The Password is: Abide” 5-6-2018 

Grace and Peace on this 6th Sunday of Easter – Pause and reflect… 

There once was a Roman Catholic priest, an Episcopalian rector, a Presbyterian minister, 

and a Lutheran pastor who met together for lunch on a regular basis. One afternoon they got in 

a confessional mood and the minister suggested that they talk about their personal problems. 

The priest confessed that he was a compulsive gambler. The rector admitted that he had 

an obsession about attractive women. The minister hesitated, but then admitted that he was 

an alcoholic. Then all three turned to the Lutheran pastor and asked him what his problem was. 

"Well," he confessed, "I'm a compulsive gossip, and I can't wait to get out of here!" 

Last week we heard about bearing good fruit as branches of the vine of Christ, and this 

week we hear more about what it means to abide in Christ and bear good fruit.  Each of the 

clergy struggled with their own compulsive behavior and how to they addressed this behavior 

in daily life – of course the kicker came when the Lutheran pastor couldn’t wait to act 

compulsively by going out and gossiping to all who would listen about what he had learned at 

his luncheon meeting.  He wasn’t really abiding well or keeping the confidence of his colleagues 

– he gave into what is called the “shadow” side – the dark side each of us has. 

Today the gospel for Sixth Sunday of Easter contains a familiar verse, similar to what we 

heard on Maundy Thursday. On Maundy Thursday we heard: “I give you a new commandment, 

that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another”-John 

13:34. Today we hear: “9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If 
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you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 

commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be 

in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12 "This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you." -John 15:9-12. For John it is important to remind his audience, the 

early Christians that the greatest command or understanding of God is love – a love which 

knows no restriction or requirements - except to love.  We abide in God and God abides in us 

when we love, which seems simple enough, doesn’t it?  

Yet in Verse 13 the biggest challenge of love ever imagined is presented: “No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.”  Wow – this is not really what I 

signed up for at baptism, giving up my life for another – how can that really benefit God or 

others and how does that help to ABIDE with God? I hear news stories about people doing that 

in war torn situations or school shootings or an off-duty cop risking his or her life for another 

but I’m not sure I am really cut out for that.  Does Abiding in God mean sacrificing my life for 

another, I mean - really – if I jump in front of a speeding car or risk my life by pulling someone 

off the edge of the bridge – two lives could be lost – that surely can’t be God’s intention – can 

it? 

Abiding in God’s love is something that doesn’t always make sense.  The word abide 

isn’t a common word for us, we use it in situations related to matters of law and justice “I will 

abide by the ruling of the court even if I don’t agree with it.” Or “I will abide by the agreement 

in the will he left when he died but expect some changes to take place.”  Abiding is a verb of 

tolerance, of waiting, God’s love for us is a sacrificial love, that gave up the life of Jesus so we 
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might have life, which also bogles my mind and tugs at my heart. This sacrificial love also 

comforts me when I feel lost and empowers my faith to move forward as a disciple of in this 

amazing world in which continues to create.  Abiding in this love is what we are called to do, 

which seems like being wrapped up in a “blanket” of God’s love so that we might “wrap” others 

in that same blanket of love.  Abiding is living, embracing, and proclaiming the steadfast love of 

God to others, not because we are so great but because the God who is so great loves us, 

unconditionally.  

The commandment we are given today is to “Abide in the Love of God so that our Joy 

might be complete.” The fruit we bear is love, a sacrificial love that thinks of others in the same 

way we think of ourselves – not instead of ourselves or before ourselves or ourselves first but 

simultaneously it seems and this boggles my mind as well - because of my inability to do two 

things at once – no one can – pat head – rub belly.  The command-ment is to love – Thou Shalt 

Love – not just NOT – but love when it’s the hardest – love when hate or disdain gets in the 

way.  The opposite of love isn’t really hate – it’s apathy – love and hate take energy and 

emotion – apathy doesn’t.  When I don’t care, I feel nothing – when I hate I care what happens, 

even if the thing that I want to have happen is vile. 

Abiding bears all things, endure without yielding, to wait or await for something, accept 

without objection, remain stable or fixed in a state of love, continue in a place, conform to the 

rules, to accept without objection, or acquiesce…” the biggest “rule” we are given today is to 

Love – unconditionally as we have been loved.  What is the challenge of doing that?  Well, it 

doesn’t seem to fit with the “dog eat dog” understanding or throw your friend or colleague 
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under the bus when the going gets tough of the world.  Loving unconditionally means tolerating 

people one may not like; it also may means standing up for someone who is being bullied in 

some way.  Loving unconditionally may also mean learning something about yourself and the 

defenses you put up when something uncomfortable is said or something new is done.  Loving 

conditionally means being “Attuned” to yourself and others in mind, body and spirit, it is going 

to a deeper place of self-awareness as a disciple of Christ.  It means a greater awareness or 

paying attention to self, others and the world in new ways which are intentional.  

If you look at the church ad – worship page in the Eagle you will see that ours has been 

redone.  It states that we are “Open and Affirming” and a “Small Place with a Big Heart.” What 

Open and Affirming means is that we are Intentionally welcoming of ALL people no matter what 

their situation.  You may be thinking; “well that’s nothing New.”  But it is because it is stating 

intentionally that all people who desire to worship with us are welcome, and are celebrated 

because of their diversity, whether that be their ethnicity, gender, nationality, and of course 

sexual orientation.  There are many churches that state that they are welcoming when they are 

not and look down their noses at people who seem different.  That’s not what we are called to 

do in our Gospel today, we are called to love others as Jesus loved others and that’s 

unconditionally – without bias or with an attitude that doesn’t welcome the stranger or 

someone different.  Loving means learning to accept others different-ness and discover 

similarities – because we are “A Small Place with a Big Heart!” 

“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love” Jesus says.  

We have been anointed by Jesus, who abides in us, to bear fruit joyfully. Amen 


