
The Grove bids farewell to 

Steve Swanson 
 

Steve Swanson is retiring from his position as the Director of The Grove 

National Historic Landmark after thirty-eight years! During his tenure at 

the Glenview Park District, Steve has developed The Grove into a 

nationally known historical museum, a thriving recreation and education 

facility and a destination for thousands of people each year. 

 

Steve has acted as a steadfast guardian for the historic treasures of The 

Grove. He was instrumental in the restoration of the 1856 Kennicott 

House, and oversaw the construction of the one-room schoolhouse, log 

cabin, Native American longhouse, blacksmith shop, Archives building, 

Redfield carriage house and pavilion. Countless historic photos, letters and 

other artifacts have been procured and protected under Steve’s 

management.  

 

Steve has also been a responsible steward for the environment, both at The 

Grove and beyond. He has worked diligently to improve the health of The 

Grove’s woodlands, wetlands and prairies and to spearhead numerous land acquisition efforts. The Park 

District’s property at The Grove has increased by 64 acres under his supervision. Steve also worked with the 

Village of Glenview to develop and establish the Environmentally Significant Areas ordinance to protect natural 

areas at The Grove as well as the surrounding community.  
 

Under Steve’s direction and hands-on approach to education, The Grove 

has grown to host over a hundred thousand visitors each year through 

school groups, community events, walk-in visitation and recreational 

programming. Steve was instrumental in developing a joint curriculum 

with Glenview School District 34 for historical and environmental 

education, and now nearly 1,000 groups visit The Grove for field trips 

each year.  

 

Steve planned and supervised the construction of The Grove’s 

Interpretive Center in 1989. This world-class facility showcases live 

animals, exhibits and artifacts and has served as a model for other nature 

centers. In 2007, the Glenview Park District took over ownership of the 

32-acre Air Station Prairie and Tyner Interpretive Center from the 

Village of Glenview. Steve has overseen this transition and supervised 

land management and programming at this unique site. 

 

Over the years Steve has secured millions of dollars in grants, private donations and funding for projects at The 

Grove. He has worked closely with the Grove Heritage Association, North Branch Restoration Project and 

Village of Glenview and has forged partnerships with many other local, state and national agencies that have 

proven invaluable to the Glenview Park District. 

 

Steve Swanson is a true visionary with a well-balanced philosophy of conservation, recreation and education. 

He has made a lifetime of outstanding contributions to natural areas and local heritage that have furthered the 

goals of the Glenview Park District and left a rich legacy for this community.  

 

We wish Steve all the best as he retires to Florida for some well-deserved rest and relaxation. He will surely be 

missed! 


