
December 3, 2017  

 

The Rev. Steve Plank  

Stated Clerk/Communicator  

Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse  

 

Dear Reverend Plank and the members of the Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse –  

 

 

I write to you today seeking ordination as a Minister of the Word and Sacrament, humbly asking 

for the Presbytery to recognize my calling to ordained ministry and to affirm that the work that I am now 

doing in service of the families of organ donors is indeed a validated ministry of God.  

 

Currently, I am under care of the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky, and I am Certified Ready to 

Receive a Call for ordination. Already, in preparing and training for my calling to ministry, I have 

graduated with a Master of Divinity degree from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary; I have 

received 4 units of Clinical Pastoral Education, training in both hospital and hospice chaplaincy; I have 

passed all five of my ordination exams; I have previously served as a youth and Christian Education 

minister at Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church in Pewee Valley, Kentucky; I have regularly provided 

pulpit supply whenever needed; and in my seminary days, I even trained with the chaplain at Churchill 

Downs, serving the men and women who live on the backside of the racetrack there. However, despite all 

of this training and preparation and despite this deep longing and calling I feel to serve God in ministry, I 

am not yet ordained.  

 

In order for me to be ordained and to have the church recognize and formalize my call, I first 

need to be installed into an ordainable position, as defined by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). Thus far, 

this one final step has been what has prevented me from being ordained. As I previously served as a part-

time youth minister, working for thirty hours per week to further develop this congregation’s youth and 

Christian Education programs, I worked to pursue the possibility of becoming ordained to that position. 

However, the congregation I served was a smaller, country church that could not afford to meet the 

presbytery minimums for salary and benefits of an ordained staff person. Ultimately, this well-intentioned 

requirement, meant to protect pastors, inevitably prevented me from fully living into the calling that I feel 

has been placed on me by God.  

 

As the church moves forward into an ever-changing world, it seems to be becoming clearer and 

clearer that our vision for what ordained ministry is and what it can be will have to become bolder and 

broader than ever before. The PC(USA) has already recognized this increasing need, as it has ignited and 

fanned the flames of the 1001 New Worshiping Communities movement across the country and around 

the world. More and more, ordained ministers are serving in creative ways to help transform the world 

and help the people of God. This presbytery is already living into this new, creative vision of what the 

church and its ministry can be through its incredible work with Isaiah’s Table.  

 

Nearly two years ago when my husband and I first moved to this Presbytery, I started serving as a 

Family Services Coordinator for Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network, a nonprofit that serves the 

families of organ donors. Though this is a secular position under the auspices of the University of 

Rochester, I was hired specifically because of my training in chaplaincy, precisely because they 

recognized the value of hiring someone with such specific training in how to serve families in moments of 

crisis. In this position, it is my job to approach families in their worst moment, as their loved one is dying 

from some tragic and unforeseen circumstance, and to ask them if their loved one would have wanted to 

be an organ donor. If they say yes, then it is my job to walk with that family through the process – 

supporting them in their grief, answering their questions, advocating on their behalf, offering comfort and 



care to them as their loved one dies, and then ultimately telling them just how many lives their loved one 

was able to save. For up to two years afterwards, I then continue to walk with that family as they navigate 

those first treacherous days of grief, offering them bereavement support and helping them to connect with 

the recipients of their loved one’s great gifts.  

 

Quite honestly, this life-saving work is the most meaningful and profound vocation that I have 

ever been blessed to experience. Not everyone could face the intensity of this work, I am sure; but in it, I 

have found my calling. I can imagine no moment more sacred than comforting a family as their loved one 

dies, and there is no moment more holy than being able to give a family the good news that their death 

was not in vain because they were able to save three, or four, or five, or however many lives. It is the 

greatest ministry that I have ever done and, perhaps, will ever do.  

 

According to the Book of Order (G-2.0503a), a validated ministry shall:  
 

(1) demonstrate conformity with the mission of God’s people in the world as set forth in Holy       

Scripture, The Book of Confessions, and the Book of Order of the church;  

 

(2) serve and aid others, and enable the ministry of others;  

 

(3) give evidence of theologically informed fidelity to God’s Word;  

 

(4)  be carried on in accountability for its character and conduct to the presbytery in addition to 
any organizations, agencies, and institutions served; and  

 

(5)  include responsible participation in the deliberations, worship, and work of the presbytery 

and in the life of a congregation of this church or a church in correspondence with the 

PC(USA).  

   

I would propose that this position – as a Family Services Coordinator serving with the families of organ 

donors – would meet these requirements.  

 

(1) “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:13)  

 

I believe that the selflessness and the sacrifice of organ donation exemplifies all that we are 

called by Christ to do in one of the most profound ways imaginable, and I feel humbled to be 

part of it. This ministry is truly life-saving. Through my work with these families, I in some 

small way help them give the gift of life to others, while also offering them the hope even in 

their darkest moment that at least a part of their loved one now lives on. Sacrifice and 

resurrection, hope and love even in the face of grief and pain – I believe that all that I do 

speaks to Christ’s mission.  

 

(2) In addition to serving donor families, I also enable the ministry of others by training chaplains 

at various hospitals as they go through Clinical Pastoral Education, sharing with them how 

they too can best serve these families and support them spiritually through the donation 

process. Likewise, throughout each case, I collaborate closely with Spiritual Care at the 

hospital, so that together we can come alongside each family and provide them all the support 

that they may need.  

 

(3) Like a chaplain, in this secular role I am called to serve all people, no matter their faith or 

background. However, privately I perform my own rituals, as I personally pray for each and 



every one of my patients and their families, especially in the moment of their death. And in 

the Operating Room before each and every donation, we take a moment of silence to thank 

each donor for their life and for their great gift. During the beauty of this moment, I have at 

times read a statement from the family of the donor to the medical team, which often includes 

prayers from the family for the surgeons and for the recipients. There is a sense of sacredness 

as we honor each donor’s sacrifice.   

  

More traditionally, I am faithful to God’s Word as I preach to other congregations when 

providing pulpit supply. I am grateful for the opportunity of preaching, as it enables me to 

dive deeper into Scripture and to share the Word of God in a way that I cannot always do in 

my more secular role.  

 

(4) While serving in this role, I would submit to the authority of the presbytery, as well as to the 

management of Finger Lakes Donor Recovery and to each hospital in which I serve.  

 

(5) I am currently an active participant in both my congregation at Westminster Presbyterian 

Church as well as in the life of this presbytery – though if I were to be ordained, I would like 

to become even more involved. My husband Patrick and I currently serve as the 

representatives for the Theological Education Fund for the presbytery, promoting its mission 

and encouraging giving. I also have offered pulpit supply to various congregations within our 

presbytery, so that I can continue to grow in my preaching and so that I can get to know each 

of these churches better.  

 

Though I recognize that ordination is not inherently required for this role, I wholeheartedly 

believe that it would enhance my ministry with the families I serve. Ordination would allow others to 

more acutely experience God’s work and God’s love through me. To be able to identify myself as the 

Reverend Jenna Heery, as one small example, would allow others to better see me as a representative of 

God’s love and presence for them in a moment of crisis when God’s love and presence is needed the 

most.  

 

Likewise, ordination would enable me to better serve the life and work of my congregation and 

this presbytery. For instance, because my current role does not enable me to preach, I have sought out 

opportunities to provide pulpit supply for congregations across the presbytery when needed. However, 

these opportunities have been at times limited by the simple fact that I cannot perform communion. While 

I was still serving as a youth minister, for example, when the senior pastor was absent one Communion 

Sunday, another Minister of the Word and Sacrament had to be called in simply to serve communion 

since I was unable to do so. Ordination would allow me to more fully live into my calling, enabling me to 

better serve this presbytery and the Church.  

 

I would welcome the chance to speak further about this proposal and to answer any questions that 

you may have about this unique ministry. Together may we continue to serve God and God’s people, 

reaching out with the love of God to a changing world in new and creative ways.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jenna Heery 


