Nissan - Iyar 5778
April 2018

Save the Date

Friday Evening, April 27th
Annual Meeting and Year End Celebration
Must RSVP 625-7821
5:15 pm - Annual Meeting
(Carnival open at 5:00 for kids!)

6:00 pm - Pre-Shabbat Carnival and
Cookout.
A Different Kind of Shabbat Dinner!
7:00 pm - Spiritual Kabbalat Shabbat
under the stars with Beth El Singers and
instruments
7:35 pm - Maariv
8:00 pm - Finish
Babysitting available
*********
Join us for plaque dedication in honor
of our
Gabbai Stanley Goodman
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Your Opinion Matters
“Parents and leaders must establish a culture in which honest, open, respectful communication takes place, one
that involves not just speaking but also listening. Without it, tragedy is waiting in the wings.”
-Rabbi Jonathan Sacks,
Lessons in Leadership:A Weekly Reading of the Jewish Bible
This past November the leadership of Beth El asked you to fill out a short online
survey to get feedback about the High Holidays and about things at Beth El in general.
About one hundred and fifty of you did so, and over the last several months the
information has been organized, shared with the lay and professional leadership including
the Board of Directors, and reviewed to understand what is working and what needs
improvement. This article is to thank you for participating in the survey. We appreciated Rabbi Jeffrey M. Arnowitz
the respectful and honest responses that gave us reason to be proud of the work we do
everyday and the communicative and open culture we are fostering that gave congregants the opportunity to
share their thoughts and concerns. What follows is a brief summary of what we found and some strategies for
moving forward. We are always open to feedback, both positive comments and constructive criticism, so if you
would like to follow-up just give me a call or email and we can set up a time to talk.
One of the reasons we do a survey is to quantify some of the anecdotal feedback we get, especially after
the High Holidays. People who are very happy or very dissatisfied with their experiences tend to be highly
vocal, but the survey gives us a snapshot of the sentiment among the community in general. Please know that
even when a negative sentiment is shared by only a few, it is taken into account and all feedback provided is
heard and taken seriously – that does not mean that things will change to conform to exactly what you may have
suggested in the survey, but it does mean that the idea or criticism has been taken into account and evaluated
along with all the other feedback garnered.
Some information garnered and strategies for the future:
First, the good:
The vast majority of you do think that Beth El is heading in the right direction. 85% of you agreed to that
statement, while 15% disagree. While we would always want more people to agree, this is a positive number
for an organization of our size and with our mission. This feedback is taken to mean that our general longrange strategy and mission are still compelling to most of the congregation and that sentiment towards Beth El
is generally good. It also means that the plethora of constructive criticism given is truly done with love and
hope for continued success.
70% of you report having an excellent or good spiritual experience on the High Holidays. For a
Conservative synagogue, that’s a pretty good number, though one we will continue to try to grow in the next
year.
The most important things to most of you are relationships with clergy and High Holiday experiences.
Cantor Wendi and I are proud that relationships with clergy rate very highly. Of course, if you are not feeling
that, come and see us in the office or for coffee. We would like the opportunity to discuss it or make amends
if necessary. Relationships are at the heart of what we do and if they need work, we value the opportunity to
improve them.
What needs improvement:
The number one piece of criticism provided was that while most are finding our High Holiday services
and my sermons on those days meaningful, the length of the service and those sermons, especially on Rosh
HaShanah, is an issue. The cantor and I have been strategizing and will continue to strategize on how to tighten
these up.
Our goal is to finish Rosh HaShanah service by 12:30 this coming year (at least on the first day)
and we are working on how to make that happen. (Continued on page 6)

A Note from Cantor Wendi
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Dear Beth El family,
This month our minds, hearts, and prayers are focused on Israel. As we celebrate
and mourn with our brothers and sisters there and around the world, we recognize the
turbulent and rich history that Israel and her people have lived through in her existence.
Through Yom Hashoah, Yom Hazikaron, Yom Ha’atzma’ut, and Yom Yerushalayim we pay
tribute to the lives lost in the fight and to the stubborn, beautiful pride of a strong soulful
people.
Every time I go to Israel, I experience this pride and feeling of homecoming all over
again! Going to AIPAC this year was a very close second to being in Israel itself! It was
AMAZING! I loved every second and YOU CAN TOO! How you ask?? Well, if you go to
watch.aipac.org, you can see all the speeches made in the general sessions by the politicians and dignitaries, leaders from all
over the world who support AIPAC, Israel, the USA, and their combined missions to keep Israel safe and secure. You can
watch presentations from the various different Israeli companies whose innovations are literally changing the world. You are
also able to watch some of the musical performances like the incredible tribute to Leonard Bernstein's 100th anniversary, and
David Broza's concert, as well as the mentalist who came. Those were all wonderful and absolutely worth watching on your
screen.
So, as you can see, if you weren't able to be there this year, you can still watch much of the convention, and who
knows? Soon, with Israeli innovations, you may one day be able to virtually be at the conference. In fact, you may be saying
to yourselves, with all this tech, why do I actually have to GO to the convention at all? Well, there is still a BIG difference
between watching it, and truly experiencing it. Let me give you a taste of what you miss through the computer screen. Those
of you who have been there before can relate and I hope you will join us again next year.
However, if you have never been there, you cannot possibly experience what it is like to walk amongst the throngs of
Israel supporters, to sit in a room of 18,000 and feel so small and so proud at the same time. You cannot "feel" the excitement
and energy that truly buzzes throughout the whole building, the fun vibe of the AIPAC village where the café is alive with
conversation, three different musical groups are performing at the same time on various stages, and David Broza is in the house.
You cannot fathom how amazing it is to see Israeli innovation right in front of you as you get your picture taken with
a replica of the Iron Dome that has saved countless lives, or climb into the "cockpit" of an Israeli/American-made stealth fighter
jet. To be able to converse with the Dream Doctors, real doctors who know the importance of humor to the healing process.
These doctors who share with you firsthand what it is like to be in the position to laugh with and treat an Israeli patient one
second and then to walk down the hall to treat and save the one who put them in your care. Such powerful stories, such
important work. Finally, if you weren't there, you also could not experience what it is like to sit with your congressional leader
and have his/her ear even for a few moments as you speak about the importance of bi-partisan support for Israel and the denuclearization of Iran. Hundreds of speakers come from around the world to lead breakout sessions which allow you to listen
to experts on the issues, and pick their brains for answers. Only a few of these sessions, unfortunately, are recorded so you
cannot fully indulge your curiosity and your quest for those answers if you are not there.
This kind of hands on experience is not for everyone. Thankfully, that is why you can watch so much and support so
much online. HOWEVER, once more I must make the pitch.
If you wonder what it feels like to experience; to be wrapped up in that tangible energy, support, and love of Israel; to
know what it is like to be surrounded by those people, people who may vehemently disagree about many things, EVEN about
aspects of Israeli politics, but nevertheless come together to talk, argue, discuss, dialogue, and ACT in a bipartisan way to
safeguard the bond and relationship between Israel, the US, and the world, COME TO AIPAC with us next year! It is
AMAZING! Go to watchaipac.org and see your leaders coming together, making the effort to keep Israel in the forefront and
to keep Israel safe and then get online and order your tickets for next year. You will not regret it. If you need help to make that
happen, talk to the Rabbi and/or me. We will find a way to help you go. March 24-26, 2019.
I think it is also important to say, whether or not you agree with all the policies or actions of Israel, you can still love
the country and the people. One of the ways you can do that is by joining us to celebrate Israel as well at the two communal
Israel celebrations in our community.
ISRAEL IS REAL! Come experience a little taste of it with us in any one of these ways. Hope to see you there.
B’shalom uvracha, Cantor Wendi
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A Message from Betsy Karotkin, Synagogue President

In last month’s Bulletin, I asked, “Where are you my Mishpachah?” I always look forward to seeing you
at Friday night or Saturday morning services at Beth El.
This month, I thought I would let others speak – members of the congregation who
also attend Shabbat services on a regular basis. I want you to hear their voices and their
reasons for celebrating Shabbat. Before I do, however, a few quick facts:
Did you know that Shabbat is THE most important Jewish holiday? That’s right.
More important than Yom Kippur! It is the ONLY holiday we are commanded to
remember and observe. If God needs a break after working for Six days to create the
universe and mankind, so we, too, need to set aside a day when we can remember and be
grateful for the difference God’s presence makes in our lives.
We are a “remembering” people — from the Amalakites and Haman to the
Inquisition and the Holocaust, we remember. But it is even more important for us to
remember all the good – the crossing of the Red Sea, surviving 40 years in the
wilderness, the gift of the 10 Commandments and covenant with God, the miracle of Israel. …and the gift of
Torah.
And, finally, you may be wondering why this is so important to me. You see I truly believe that Ahad
Aham, a Hebrew essayist, poet and Zionist thinker, understood one of the keys to a vibrant Judaism when he
said,
“More than Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the Jews.”
Listen to what members of your Beth family have to say:
We attend services because we enjoy and embrace the closeness we feel to God and Judaism, heightened by the song and words
of our clergy. We love to have our children and grandchildren with us and feel the warmth and fellowship of the Beth El community.
Marilyn and Michel Ashe
Our story begins with Rabbi Ruberg who called us when Rachel was 18 months old to have us bring Rachel to services with us.
As we began to attend more and more, we looked forward to seeing friends and to hearing the familiar prayers and tunes that make us
feel connected to God. And I learn something new every week! Brenda Kozak

How should I express gratitude for all my blessings? And to whom should I express my gratitude?
I have chosen Shabbat services as one of the most important times to express my gratitude through prayer – personal, private
prayer. The beautiful synagogue, the atmosphere of community, the comforting chanting and singing — they provide the best possible
setting for me me to express my prayers. Marcus Friedman

And finally, I leave you with the wisdom of our beloved sage, Hilde Deutsch and our youngest sage, Jo Nossen:
I feel good when I have been to Shabbat morning services and have heard the Torah portion of the week. It reminds me of the
lessons of life and teaches us to be grateful for what we have. And I enjoy singing along during the Amidah. So put on your special
Shabbat clothing and feel good and come to services!! Hilde Deutsch
To feel a part of my Jewish people’s past and present and to be with my parents who gave me my Jewish birthright and
upbringing. To stand as Jews with my children, my husband, and my parents – “L’dor v’dor.” May I one day stand together with my
children and their children in shul. Today I am planting the seeds of tomorrow. Jo Nossen

Come plant the seeds of tomorrow with us. Bring your children and your grandchildren with you for they
are truly our hope for a Jewish tomorrow.
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(Rabbi’s article continued from page 2)
The feelings about the choir are very mixed, but all very strong. If you commented on the choir it was
because you loved it or you really didn’t. The cantor is working on strategies to use the choir more effectively
and selectively on the High Holidays, following many suggestions you offered with the goal of improving the
flow when the choir is participating and to improve the ability of the congregation to sing along with the choir
rather than listen to the choir.
For those of you with children, their experience is among the most important parts of your High Holiday
and general experiences. Especially on the High Holidays, we found that their experiences need improvement.
Unpacking the information, we found that the babysitting experience was rough on the first day of Rosh
HaShanah, but it improved as the holidays progressed. We will be seeking to continue to make that experience
even better next year. Regarding the youth service experience, we found that this too needs to be better. This
year we are looking to hire a master-youth service leader from out-of-town, maybe a rabbinical school student,
to run our youth experiences on these days. We will keep you posted on how the search is going.
These are just a quick summary of some very extensive conversations and ideas surrounding the survey.
There were many other great suggestions like clergy office hours, Lunch and Learn-like programming not during
the workday and more. We want you to know that we appreciate your filling it out and that you will see the
impact it is having next High Holidays and in general. Your suggestions are often brilliant and we are seeking
to follow them as best we can, when it follows our mission and the general will of the community. So, please,
keep the constructive feedback (and positive feedback) coming.
Rabbi Arnowitz will be out of the country on an Israel trip from April 16th to the 25th.

Would you like an aliyah?

If you would like to celebrate a simcha (birthday, wedding anniversary, b’nai mitzvah anniversary) or
honor a loved one’s yahrzeit on a shabbat, please call Ina Leiderman at 757-463-9043. She would be
happy to arrange for you to have an aliyah in honor of your special day or in memory of your loved
one. Forgot to call? If you will be at Shabbat services by 10:00, we should still be able to give you an
aliyah, unless something special is going on that morning.

PASSOVER INFORMATION

Passover service times

Sunday, April 1st
(Second day in chapel)
Morning services – 9:30 am
Evening services – 7:45 pm
Thursday, April 5th
(Erev Second Yom Tov)
Evening minyan – 5:45 pm

Friday, April 6th
(Seventh day in chapel)
Morning services – 9:30 am
Evening services – 5:45 pm

Saturday, April 7th
(Eighth day in sanctuary)
Morning services – 9:30 am
Arrive for Yizkor Memorial Services by 10:45 am
Mincha services – After lunch
No evening services on Saturdays
Holiday ends at 8:12 pm
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Pamela “Pam” Gladstone
2018
Blue Yarmulke Person-of-the-Year
Congregation Beth El
Men’s Club
Seaboard Region Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs
Blue Yarmulke Person-of-the-Year Breakfast
10:00am, Sunday, April 15th, 2018
Temple Israel
7255 Granby Street Norfolk, Virginia
Breakfast: $20.00 per person
Please reserve ____ seats for breakfast for me.
Name: ______________________________ Address: ___________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________ Phone: ____________________________
Reservations for the breakfast are on a "first-come, first served" basis, and must be made no later than April 1st
Reservations can be made by submitting this form to your club President with a check made payable to Beth
El Men’s Club, 422 Shirley Avenue, Norfolk, Virginia 23517
To add a congratulatory tribute honoring Pam, please copy the link:
https://www.wizadjournal.com/fjmcseaboard2018

Lunch & Learn
Wednesdays * April 11th, 18th & 25th
No Lunch & Learn on the 4th
Beth El Lunch and Learn is a vibrant group of fressers (eaters) and learners who come together
weekly for good food and stand alone discussions led by Rabbi Arnowitz, Rabbi Ruberg, and Cantor
Wendi. We meet every Wednesday from noon to 1:30 pm. Cost: $5.00 per person
Rabbi Ruberg’s Ethics Class based on the rabbinic wisdom book Pirkei Avot will be on hiatus
during the month of April.
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Upcoming Events

Sisterhood Shabbat - SAVE THE DATE - APRIL 14th - Thank you to all of our Sisterhood members
who have volunteered to take part in our Sisterhood Shabbat on April 14th. Please attend to support the
volunteers as we celebrate our many accomplishments this year.

S I S T E R H O O D

H A P P E N I N G S

Membership

We are a diverse inter-generational group of women who enjoy a wide variety of activities, from social
events to fundraising to volunteering as members of Beth El, as well as supporting the Jewish
community in Hampton Roads. Our focus is building sisterhood among the women of Beth El and
having a lot of fun. If you are interested in joining us or getting more information about who we are and
what we do, please feel free to contact:
Shelley Frazier – 3fraziers@verizon.net
Carol Smith – carolss629@gmail.com

Sharon Debb – sdebb030609@gmail.com
Ashley Zittrain – aaszittrain@yahoo.com

Dues – Sisterhood dues are $35/year. When mailing them into the office, please make sure they are
designated for Sisterhood dues.

TORAH FUND
WE ARE SO CLOSE!
For the past two years, Beth El has not reached the Torah Fund goal that is set for us. However, this
year we are SO CLOSE to meeting our goal. We are proud to announce two new Benefactors, Nancy
Bangel and Shulamith Reich Elster, in memory of her mother Anna Machlis Reich, who was Beth
El’s Rebbitzin for over thirty years. We also want to thank Jill Smith, who has been helping to get new
contributors. We look forward to many of our Benefactors, Guardians and Associate Patrons wearing
their pins, taking part in a group Aliyah at Sisterhood Shabbat on April 14, 2018.
To become a Benefactor ($180.00), Guardian ($300.00), Associate Patron ($600.00) or Scholarship
Patron ($2500.00), please call one of us to make your pledge. You may pay in one lump sum or even
put it on your VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER or AMERICAN EXPRESS (so you can earn
points as you contribute to a wonderful cause!) You have until May 15, 2018 to fulfill your pledge.
And please know we are ALWAYS happy to take a donation in ANY amount. Everything helps us
reach our goal!
Congregation Beth El has always been one of the leaders in Women’s League and it is because of all
our generous supporters! Please join us to make this the best year ever.
Barbara Abraham and Ina Mirman Leiderman
Torah Fund Co-Chair
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MEN’S CLUB NEWS
MILESTONE: Blue Yarmulke Person of the Year - And the winner is...Pam Gladstone. Mazel Tov to the first
woman so honored by the Beth El Men's Club. See page 7 for the reservation form to reserve your spot at the
brunch honoring all the Blue Yarmulke winners. The brunchthis year is being held at Temple Israel, April 15 (pay
your taxes first) at 10am.
Also at the Blue Yarmulke breakfast, Norman Soroko will be honored again (the Meryl Streep of the Men's Club
awards), with the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Seaboard Region FJMC.
Please come to the brunch and hear the extensive lists of achievements by both Pam and Norman.
Men's Club Shabbat: save the dates (one of them will be the lucky time slot). May 12th or June 2nd. Stay alert
to our next bulletin and other announcements.
We have our list of new members nominated to serve on our board as well as a new nominee for treasurer.
Thanks to Gary Kell for his fine service as Treasurer in the immediate past. I'm sure that will enhance his
resume, as he is sure to be called to serve on the Federal Reserve Board of Governors some day (albeit a step
down from MC Treasurer).

BETH EL GIFT SHOP

The Gift Shop has a beautiful and varied selection of Judaica for every holiday,
life-cycle event, and other occasions.
Please check the weekly email for specials and discounts
Gift Shop open on Sundays 9:30-noon.
Thank you for shopping at the Beth El Gift Shop
The Gift Shop is managed by Beth El Sisterhood as a service and convenience to our congregants and the
community. Thank you for your continued support by shopping the Gift Shop.
Proceeds benefit Beth El activities and programs.
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Celebrating Israel Through the Arts
Yom Ha’atzmyut

Israel Turns 70!
The CRC’s Israel Now in partnership with Congregation Beth El present:
Thursday, April 19th
5:45 pm Minyan
6:30 pm Food, Art and Music
at Congregation Beth El
Israeli DJ Eyal Rob, who will share the history of Israel through the wonderful Jewish and Israeli music that
touches our souls.
Vegetarian Israeli fare and pizza
*Israeli wine tastings, artistic crafts for kids
Joint mural painting for older kids and adults
Silent art auction of local Jewish artists’ work
RSVP to 757-625-7821
*Small fee for wine tasting
This program sponsored by the CRC, Beth El and in part through grants from the Tidewater Jewish Foundation and the United Jewish
Federation of Tidewater.

Israel Fest Jewish VA
Israel Fest
Sunday, April 22 | 11:00am - 4:00pm
Reba and Sam Sandler Family Campus
Experience Israel through art, education, culture, food and entertainment with activities for all ages!
Listen, dance, and learn with Israeli DJ Eyal Rob, co-founder of Israel’s first music television channel,
Israeli journalist and culture critic as he shares tunes from Israel’s past 70 years! For more information
contact the JCC at 757-321-2338
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Yom Hashoah
Holocaust Remembrance Day
Commemoration
April 11 | 6:45pm
Congregation Beth El
Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, is a commemorative program
celebrating the power of the human spirit and the enduring faith of those who
witnessed and survived the Holocaust. It honors the survivors, liberators, and righteous
gentiles who reside in Hampton Roads, as well as the memory of the victims.
During the evening program, the Holocaust
Commission applauds those making a difference
now and for the future, announcing and recognizing
the winners of the Commission’s annual Elie Wiesel
Student Writing and Visual Arts Competitions,
recipients of the Holocaust Commission’s Educator
Awards, and its White Rose and Red Rose donors.
Our speaker for Yom Hashoah 2018 will be Dr. Mark
Wygoda, son of Hermann Wygoda, also known as
“Comandante Enrico,” to the 2,500 partisan troops
he commanded as a Division Commander in the
Italian Liberation Army from 1944-45. His family’s
sole survivor, Hermann was a German-born Polish
Jew who lived a covert life both in Poland, where he
had been a smuggler to the Warsaw ghetto, and in
Germany, where he had been a foreman, translator,
and armed courier for a German business. As a Partisan commander, he planned war
actions, negotiated prisoner exchanges with the local German commander, and
ultimately helped liberate the city of Savona, Italy.
Dr. Mark Wygoda, a Biology professor at McNeese State University, will share his
father’s amazing story and its lessons with our community, as we honor and remember
the victims and survivors of the Holocaust.
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“Yizkor!”

Yom HaShoah. The 24 hours set aside to remember those whose lives were ended
without mercy during the years Nazis held power over much of Europe. Six million
Jews plus those the Nazis deemed undesirable; the physically and mentally deficient,
homosexuals, Gypsies, anti-Nazis, Resistance fighters, righteous Gentiles. Yom
HaShoah after February 2018 will not ever be the same for me.
The JEA (Jewish Educators Assembly) held its 66th annual conference in
Beersheva, Israel in February. We spent almost five days in the Negev and Shabbat in
Jerusalem before heading back to the states via Prague in the Czech Republic. There
is obvious meaning for a group of Jewish educators to visit any number of places in Israel. What is, or was, so
special about Prague that we spent 3 ½ days exploring it?
Prague was home to a vibrant Jewish community before the Nazi invasion and take-over of the country.
Seven synagogues were located in what was the Jewish Quarter and each one was both distinct and beautiful.
They all remain and are just as breathtaking as they once were. One is still used as a synagogue and the other
six have been transformed into museums of what was Jewish life in Prague. All were untouched during World
War II. The Nazis had Jewish artifacts transported to Prague for ‘safe-keeping’ in preparation of a museum
devoted to a planned-to-be-defunct religion.
On our last full day in Prague, we boarded the touring bus early and headed about 90 minutes northwest of
the city to a small village called Terezin. You may be more familiar with the name the Germans gave it during
WWII: Thereisenstadt.
Outside of Terezin is a ‘small’ fortress. It was very old even before the mid-20th century and was used as
a prison of sorts. We spent a couple of hours walking through the cells and courtyards where the Nazis tortured
people who were sent there. Our guide took pains to carefully explain everything we saw. When I asked him if
he had studied history in a university, he responded that he had not. Making sure people understood what had
taken place during the war was a personal mission for him. He wanted visitors to the small fortress to know the
truth and not rely on misinformation they might have read in less reliable sources.
And then we re-boarded the bus for the short trip to the small, sleepy village of Terezin. Terezin is an old
town. It is picturesque. There is a large, grassy square in the center of the town and several parks scattered
around and about the village. It is not a museum; people live in Terezin. Children live in Terezin and go to
school. There are shops and churches and other things one would expect to find in a small European village.
Our first stop was the Terezin Museum. Over the doorway is “Yizkor” in Hebrew. It used to be a school. We
walked all over Terezin and tried to imagine what life was like for the Jews who were ordered to live there from
1942 through to the end of World War II.
What was so special about 1942? That was the year the Nazis ordered all the Terezin citizens, about 3000
people, to evacuate their homes and move away. Once they were gone, the Nazis began importing Jews into
Terezin—now Thereisenstadt—to live. In a town that had been home to 3000 people, the Nazis forced 60,000
Jews to live. They made a propaganda movie about life for the Jews living in Thereisenstadt. You can view it
on YouTube. It was filmed on location and the places one sees in the film are still there. We saw them. We also
saw the hidden, secret synagogue space because the Nazis could take away their freedoms but not their want and
need to pray. We saw the tiny ‘apartments’ where families were forced to live. We saw.
It was, however, our final stop just outside of the village that changed us all. We went to the TerezinThereinsenstadt crematory. Terezin was not a death camp. There was no machinery in place to discharge its
inhabitants. On the other hand, so many people living in such close quarters were bound to result in death and
the solution for the numbers of dead was to cremate the remains. Factory-style. There were four large
crematoria and each could “do” at least six bodies at a time. The walls remain caked with the ashes of the dead.
The ashes were collected and disposed of. It was so much easier than digging up the ground for mass graves.
We lit six yartzeit candles that were gently placed on one of the crematoria and recited kaddish and left. In
silence, each of us changed forever.
B’shalom, Sharon
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Are Religious People More Racist?
April 30th 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
This Nexus Interfaith Dialogue program begins at 7 p.m. in the Batten Student Center Pearce Hospitality Suite
at Virginian Wesleyan University. Eleven o’clock on Sunday morning is said to be the most segregated time in
America. It’s true that most U.S. churches are racially homogenous, but does it matter that that hour is
segregated? In what ways has interpretation of scripture helped to perpetuate racism? How do we look at our
faiths self-critically and then find a way to the future? Sponsored by the Center for the Study of Religious
Freedom in partnership with the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities and the interfaith clergy group
HUBB (Hands United Building Bridges). Free and open to the public. Call 757.455.3129 or email
csrf@vwu.edu for more information.

Kid’s Shul Services
Shabbat April 14th
Our 3rd & 4th graders will lead the service
AND
Shabbat April 28th
Our sixth graders will lead the service
ALL Kid’s Shul services take place in Barr Chapel and begin at 10:45.
Tami Arnowitz is the adult leader of Kid’s Shul

Beit Sefer Shalom will be in session
on
April 15th,
April 22nd,
and
April 29th.
All sessions will take place at Beth El
Our final Sunday morning session of the 20172018/5778 school year is April 29th.
The closing assembly and distribution of
awards will take place on April 29th in the
sanctuary from 11:30 until noon.

Beit Sefer Shalom
Hebrew Tutoring
continues through
May 17th!
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We are grateful for the generous contributions of those who support Beth El

PEARL K. ALECK
LIBRARY
ENDOWMENT
IN MEMORY OF
Michael Zimmel
Joel & Pam Kossman
ADA R. MICHAELS
BOOK PROGRAM
IN MEMORY OF
Stanley Goodman
The Michaels Family*
Monte Rosenberg
The Michaels Family (S)
Barbara Rosenblum
Jordan Rosenblum
The Michaels Family (S)
IN HONOR OF
Jimmy Wimmer’s birthday
Barbara Rosenblum*
TEMPLE FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Perry Fine
Marilyn Fine*
Sol & Fannie Goldman
Brad & Judy Lazernick**
Jacob Goodman
Ellen Miller*
Stanley Goodman
Michael & SuzanneAldridge (B)
Steve & Abby Buchberg
Jeff Chernitzer*
Barry Friedman & Linda Peck
Danny Griff & Beth Berman**
Evelyn Hirsch
Ed & Betsy Karotkin**
Brad & Judy Lazernick*
Barbara Leibowitz
Ronnie Zedd*
Lee Lazernick
Brad & Judy Lazernick*
Paul Lipkin
Aaron & Sara Trub*
Bill McDonald
Herbert & Carolyn Bangel (B)
Marvin & Claire Friedberg*
Jerry & Kathy Kantor*
Aaron & Sara Trub*
Monte Rosenberg
Evelyn Hirsch
Pauline Levin*
Stanley & Linda Samuels
Jordan Rosenblum
Michel & Marilyn Ashe*
Jeff Chernitzer*
William & Linda Chin (S)
Jill Comess
Larry & Judy Dobrinsky*
Barry & Lois Einhorn*
Fortune Finders of VA (B)
Barry Friedman & Linda Peck (B)
Jerry & Fran Friend (B)
Stuart & Mickey Held*
Evelyn Hirsch
Howard & Susan Horwitz
David Kamer & Marcia
Samuels & Family**
Ivor & Susan Kaplany**
Arthur & Emmy Lou Kreger *
Pauline Levin*
Jonathan & Linda Longman*

by remembering and honoring their friends and loved ones.

Ken & Diane Muhlendorf (B)
Annabel Sacks****
Jay & Nancy Samuels**
Steve & Nancy Schreier
Hubert & Brenda Shapiro
Louis & Bobbi Sue Silverman (B)
Marian Ticatch (B)
Aaron & Sara Trub*
Jim & Linda Wimmer**
Ronnie Zedd*
Frank & Amy Zelenka
Larry Ruden
Iris Ruden*
Judith Schapiro
Burt & Patsy Barr
Jeff Barr*
Mark Barr**
Jon & Susan Becker**
Steve & Abby Buchberg
Jeff Chernitzer*
Hilde Deutsch*
Danny Griff & Beth Berman*
Howard & Susan Horwitz*
Jerry & Kathy Kantor*
Mary Kellam (S)
Barry & Kay Kesser*
Ron & Cindy Kramer (S)
Ilene Putterman
Eilene Rosenblum*
Annabel Sacks****
Larry & Jill Smith (B)
Scott Swersky
Steve & Abby Buchberg
Harry & Jennie Weber
Barrie Weber (B)
Stanley Weisman
Harold Pollack
Michael & Michelle Rivers
IN HONOR OF
Arthur Kreger’s birthday
Hubert & Brenda Shapiro
Judy Smith’s birthday
Hubert & Brenda Shapiro
Mannie & Judy Smith’s
anniversary
Hubert & Brenda Shapiro
Jacob Tessler, with much
appreciation & thanks
Eilene Rosenblum*
Ronnie Zedd’s birthday
Allen & Arlene Zeno
Dorothy Zimmerman
Bob & Miriam Seeherman (B)
BERNARD MARTIN
MEMORIAL FUND
SPEEDY RECOVERY TO
Alexander Salzberg
Elsie Martin
MORRIS DRUCKER
MEMORIAL FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Stanley Goodman
Jack & Linda Drucker*
Jordan Rosenblum
Jack & Linda Drucker*

BEVERLY RAFAL
WERBEL FUND TO
HOUSE THE
HOMELESS
IN MEMORY OF
Judith Schapiro
Patti Wainger
IN HONOR OF
Dorothy Zimmerman, good
luck on your move
Nathan & Ilana Benson*
JEFFREY KESSER
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Jordan Rosenblum
Ashley & Judi Cytron
SUNDAY SCHOOL FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Stanley Goodman
David & Karen Branfield**
Paul Lipkin
Norman Soroko
Jordan Rosenblum
Bob & Lynn Seltzer (B)
Judith Schapiro
Alan & Jody Wagner**
RABBI ARNOWITZ
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Jerome Arnowitz
Alan & Janet Arnowitz*
C. Jack Goldstein
Sonia Land
Stanley Goodman
Arnold Leon
Eddie Land
Sonia Land
Bill McDonald
Arnold Leon*
Monte Rosenberg
Arnold Leon
Jordan Rosenblum
Bernie & Helene Grablowsky (G)
Zena Herod*
Arnold Leon*
Jules & Patti Wainger
Judith Schapiro
Norman & Farideh Goldin
Irene Solomon
Barbara Rosenblum
IN HONOR OF
Deirdre Arnowitz receiving
the lifetime achievement
award from the National
Association of Social
Workers
Alan & Janet Arnowitz*
Rabbi Arnowitz’s birthday
Barry & Kay Kesser (S)
Aaron & Sara Trub (S)
Rabbi Arnowitz, with much
appreciation & thanks
Eilene Rosenblum*
Betty Lou Legum
Barbara Rosenblum

RABBI RUBERG
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN HONOR OF
Rabbi Ruberg, with much
appreciation & thanks
Eilene Rosenblum*
The Ruberg Family, happy
Purim
Vivian Fish Forman
CANTOR
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN HONOR OF
Cantor Wendi, with much
appreciation & thanks
Eilene Rosenblum*
KIDDUSH FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Ruth Glasser
Rhona Peck**
Stanley Goodman
Arthur & Helene Rosenfeld
Jordan Rosenblum
Arthur & Helene Rosenfeld
JAY BARR ART FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Stanley Goodman
Bruce & Lauren Barr
Judith Schapiro
Bruce & Lauren Barr
SHARON SPITALNEY
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Stanley Goodman
Beril & Barbara Abraham
Jordan Rosenblum
Beril & Barbara Abraham
Kenny & Barbara Rossen
IN HONOR OF
Bernice Kaplan’s birthday
Ron & Dorothy Spitalney
SPEEDY RECOVERY TO
Ron Spitalney
Eilene Rosenblum
DR. EUGENE KANTER
MEMORIAL FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Stanley Goodman
Irwin Kroskin & Nancy Kanter*
Jordan Rosenblum
Irwin Kroskin & Nancy Kanter*
ROSE & ARMOND
CAPLAN MEMORIAL
FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Lois Malack
Jimmy & Randy Caplan**
Bill McDonald
Jimmy & Randy Caplan
Jordan Rosenblum
Jimmy & Randy Caplan
IN HONOR OF
Rabbi Arnowitz’s birthday
Herbie & Susan Brewer**
CARE FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Judith Schapiro
Dorothy Zimmerman

Minyan Service Times
During the month of April evening minyan
is at Beth El. (No Saturday evening services.)
All morning services and Saturday morning
Shabbat services will be at Beth El.
Mornings: Monday - Friday, 7:15 am at
Beth El.
Minyan on Sunday mornings is at Beth El
and will begin at 8:00 am. On days with
Religious School an additional nontraditional minyan will meet at Beth El at
9:15 am.
Friday evenings are at Beth El
Saturday minchah service immediately
following Kiddush lunch.
As always, Sunday evening services at
5:45 pm at Temple Israel

Condolences to
Eilene Rosenblum and Scot
Rosenblum on the loss of their
husband and father, Jordan
Rosenblum of blessed memory.
Laura Miller on the loss of her
father William McDonald of
blessed memory.
Mona Flax on the loss of her
mother, Judith Schapiro of blessed
memory.
REMEMBRANCE DONATIONS
* = Chai = $18
** = Double Chai = $36
B = Bronze = $19 - $49
S = Silver = $50 - $99
G = Gold = $100 or more
IN HONOR OF
David & Charlene Cohen,
with appreciation
Dorothy Zimmerman*
Eric & Joan Joffe, with
appreciation
Dorothy Zimmerman
The bar mitzvah of Ed &
Betsy Karotkin’s grandson
Dorothy Zimmerman
MINYAN FUND
IN MEMORY OF
Stanley Goodman
Arthur & Emmy Lou Kreger*
David & Ruth Kreger (S)
Stanley & Linda Samuels**

Paul Lipkin
David & Ruth Kreger
PRAYER BOOKS
IN MEMORY OF
Stanley Goodman
Marty & Ina Leiderman
Bill McDonald
Alan & Beverly Frieden
Judith Schapiro
Marian Bear Ticatch
TREE OF MEMORY
IN MEMORY OF
Jordan Rosenblum
Adam
& Ruthmarie Behlman
& Family
Barbara Rosenblum & Family
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April Yahrzeits

We record the sacred memory of the following departed members
of the families of our congregation on the occasion of yahrzeit.
The names of our beloved departed are read from the pulpit at each evening minyan.

APRIL 1
Bessie Codd
Benjamin Joffe
David Myers
Bertha Salzberg
Rose Saunders
Solange Soussan
Lena Zenovitz

APRIL 7
Morris Emanuel
Morris Friedman
Sol Goldblatt
Max Hirsch
Paula Hirsch
Louis Raffel
Arthur Swartz

APRIL 2
Charles Fine
Richard Jankell
Paul Minskoff
Esther Newman
Fannie Schlain
Samuel Sobel

APRIL 8
Earle Aleck
Louis Ehrenworth
Nancy Forman
Marc Gross
Hilda Kanof
Israel Levy
Moses Machlis
Meyer Soroko
David Waranch

APRIL 3
Anna Barber
Evelyn Flax
Edell Gabel
Alfred Harfield
David Kittner
Anna Regal
Matilda Saunders
Sadye Sher
Abe Shure
APRIL 4
Eli Baer
Andrew Gray
Ida Jaffe
Solomon Kahn
Frieda Leibowitz
Nettie Levy
Martin Ornoff
Ann Webne
APRIL 5
Adolph Ehrenworth
Ida Feldman
Belle Fine
Henry Gimple
Leroy Goodman
Arthur Kaplan
Elinore Kavit
Hyman Rosenbaum
Frank Schein
Benjamin Swersky
Sara Tonelson
Morton Zedd
APRIL 6
Abraham Collector
Pauline Goodman
Rebecca Sachs
Bessie Tavss

APRIL 9
Jennie Chalem
Rae Rines
Margaret Semel
Sadie Trub
APRIL 10
Sarah Arroll
Sidney Berg
David Buller
Sol Goldstein
Kate Lesser
Selma Lubin
Hyman Notokoff
Arthur Rines
Susan Ruden
Mollie Walner
APRIL 11
Hadassah Birshtein
Rose Chenman
Etta Frank
David Shames
Harry Tumin
APRIL 12
Albert Benn
Joseph Collector
Dorothy Cook
Samuel Faverman
Lotte Japha
Philip Levenstein
Rae Perlman
Bernard Winer

APRIL 13
APRIL 18
Edith Buckman
Arnold Albert
William Fiedler
Carrie Frank
Robert Friedman
Emanuel Friedman
Yetta Galumbeck Helmut Gonsenhauser
Alexander Goldberg
Barbara Markman
Ada Kayer
Sol Richter
Nathan Krichman
Morris Samuels
Ezeikiel Land
Reba Sandler
Max Levine
Alvin London
APRIL 19
Sally Nissen
Wayne Cardon
Hyman Rogers
Minnie Stimmel
Harry Higger
Etta Peipert
APRIL 14
Joseph Schwartz
Rae Abrons
Estelle Burns
APRIL 20
Lila Green
Louis Cohen
Joseph Hecht
Benjamin Fleder
Max Japha
Herbert Hainer
Bessie Kerman
Louis Held
Edith Klavan
Edith Jaffe
Arthur Lasko
Harry Kroll
Maurice Minskoff
Doris Morrison
Charles Levin
Milton Salasky
Nathan Liebman
Ruth Loewenbach
APRIL 15
Sarah Rosen
Lila Feldman
Mary Greenberg
APRIL 21
David Kaufman
Stanley Albert
Lena Land
Arnold Carmel
Anna Rippe
Joseph
Cherner
Abraham Robbins
Moses Ehrenworth
APRIL 16
Rose Handel
Joseph Banks
May Kaminsky
Jack Boyd
Dora Kantor
Hannah Braslau
Edward Klavan
William Einhorn
Ellis Margolin
Tillie Goodman
Irving Russnow
Jack Herer
Harold Simon
Milton Kaplan
Daisy Krampf
Gilbert Levin
Joseph Rafal
Ruth Rose

APRIL 17
Bessie Berman
Dorothy Ehrich
Nettie Herman
Jennie Josephson
Samuel Kerman
Louis Mirman
Max Rosen
Hena Rosenbaum
Donald Rosenbaum
Helen Walter

APRIL 22
Sally Bukofzer
Isadore Gottfried
Edward Gross
Harriet Silverberg
Jessie Stredler
Louis Tabakin
APRIL 23
Lewis Barr
Elaine Dobrinsky
Sara Fleishman
Annie Klavans
Sol Nachman
Joseph Spagat
Lillian Stoller

APRIL 24
Lillian Banks
Joseph Cohen
Edward Davis
Evelyn Faverman
Bertha Goldburg
William Grossberg
Jack Hyman
Sarah Jacobs
Yetta Levy
Hanna Liebman
Max Popkin
Irving Richels
Fannie Zedd
APRIL 25
Lea Brooke
Abraham Crockin
Dora Goldfarb
Mollie Grossberg
Marshall Miller
Blanche Polis
Ingrid Schwartz
Leah Shure
Rose Stein

APRIL 26
Benjamin Altschul
Yvonne Barr
Leonard Goodman
Georg Japha
Abraham Perlman
Arthur Spensky
APRIL 27
Maurice Frank
Anna Glasser
Conrad Hoffman
Sol Katz
Abraham Novak
Elizabeth Polis
Rae Saunders
Max Spitalney
Max Strauss
APRIL 28
Bernard Cohen
Dora Coleman
Harry Friedman
Sarah Goldstein
Aaron Hyman
David Kerpelman
Anna Kroskin
Annie Soroko
Anna Stainberg

APRIL 29
Leonard Friedlander
Kate Snyder
Vicki Zelenka
Sol Zimm
APRIL 30
Reba Gamsey
Bessie Katz
Melvin Klein
Al Leibowitz
Rebecca Lewis
Harry Markoff
Claire Nesson
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OR CURRENT OCCUPANT
Did you know
you can get your
bulletin on the Web?
bethelnorfolk.com

You are cordially invited to attend
Park Place School Luncheon
The Best Part of Park Place School

May 1st
11:00 - 12:30 pm
at
Congregation Beth El
RSVP by April 16th
to aphillips@parkplaceschool.org
Come join us for a delicious lunch and silent auction and learn how the school is impacting lives!

