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Theophany
of Our Lord
Saturday, January 6, 2018.
On the day of Theophany
we learned that God is
Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. We also learned
that when Jesus stepped
into the Jordan River, the
water was made clean.
On the feast day, January 6,
we remember that one day
all of nature will be made
clean and new again.

BAPTISM: DEATH, RESURRECTION, BIRTH AND
GODPARENTS – IN THIS ORDER
You may be wondering, what
does death, resurrection, birth
and Godparents have to do
with each other, and why in
that order. I will do my best to
answer these questions in this
short reflection.
First, we must understand
Fr. Milad Selim
that baptism, which means,
immersion in water, did not begin with Christ
or the early church. Baptisms were performed
throughout history as a sign of repentance and
the beginning of a new path. Though this type of
baptism was not often viewed from a theological
point of view, it always focused on a change of
heart towards a better moral life. With the coming
of Christ into our fallen world, baptism came to
mean a lot more than a simple moralistic change
of heart. It challenged us to take part in His death
and resurrection in order to be born anew; to leave
behind the fallen world and join the Heavenly
Kingdom. Therefore, this call to repentance is also
a gift of adoption. God adopts us as His children
through water and the Spirit. This generous act of
love also comes with a call to follow a new path, one
that is narrow and difficult. This transformative
path can freely be chosen or rejected by the
baptized. It transports us from this earth into the
Heavenly Kingdom. Thus, baptism into Christ has
come with a great responsibility and a call to action.
If you recall, John the Baptist, following the Jewish
teachings on baptism and repentance, uttered
the same exact words in Matthew 3:2 that Jesus
preached later on in 4:17, “Repent, for the Kingdom
of God is at hand.” In other words, time is of the
essence, change your path, put on the New Man
(Christ), and be prepared for the coming of the
judgment; for baptism, is not an automatic gate into
Heaven, it must be followed by personal awareness
and the following of God’s commandments.

Today, following the early teachings of the
Church, infants are brought into the church by
their parents and Godparents in order to receive
the sacrament of baptism. The child is immersed
into the water three times, in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. This
triple immersion signifies the child’s death and
resurrection with and in Christ Who grants us a
new birth through water and the Holy Spirit. The
newly baptized child, or in many cases, adult, is
given a new name after a saint of the Orthodox
Church. This is given to inspire the newly baptized
to emulate the life of the saint and to seek his/her
intercession. It is important to remind everyone
here, that our baptism is not merely a cleansing,
but rather, it is a change in our human nature as we
receive the sanctified and redeemed nature given to
us by Christ through His death and resurrection.
What about those Godparents? I listed them
last not because they are unimportant, but because
their importance and responsibility goes beyond
holding the child or standing next to the adult
on their day of baptism. They have an awesome
responsibility. They are to guide, inspire and teach
the baptized strictly based on the teachings of
the Holy Orthodox Church. Parents ought to be
extremely careful and thoughtful when choosing
Godparents for their children. They must be
Continued inside
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FR. SERAPHIM’S

THE LITURGY after THE LITURGY
Towards the end of a ball game—baseball,
football, whatever—if the outcome of
the game was certain, did you ever head
for the parking lot a bit early, before the
bottom of the ninth inning or the end of
the fourth quarter? It always struck me as
being kind of sad. The players were still on
the field doing their part, but the fans were
abandoning them to, I don’t know what, try
to get a jump on the traffic? (Here’s a tip: it
never works!)
The same kind of sad thing happens at
the end of the Liturgy! People head for the
exits early—“We know how it ends!”—and
in their ignorance, they miss out on one
of the most important parts of the service.
In fact, the dismissal of the Liturgy is so
important that in the West, they refer to the
Liturgy as “the Mass,” from the Latin term
missa, which means “sent.” “Go,” the priest
says, “It [the Church] is sent.”
In the Orthodox Church, our priest
says something very similar: “Let us go
forth in peace…”—and the people complete
the sentence: “…in the name of the Lord!”
We’re not dismissed like kids are let out of

class at the end of the school day, or soldiers
in peace.” This was not merely a formal
are set “at ease” after standing at attention:
announcement of the ending of a
in fact, we are just getting to work! And this
“religious duty,” but a motivational
work is often called the Liturgy after the
expression to relay the light of divine
Liturgy.
peace into the darkness of our world.
What does this mean? It helps to
The Church and Her Worship exist for
understand that the word “liturgy” comes
the world—for its salvation. The Liturgy
from the Greek leitourgia, literally: “the
of the Church prepares the exit of the
work of the people,”
faithful into the world, both
or in the civic sense,
for testimony of the mighty
...after we serve the
“public service.” Liturgy
acts of God, as well as for the
Divine Liturgy, we are
is work, and it’s work
missionary calling for salvation
done on behalf of the
dismissed—sent!—
in Christ.
public or even the
to offer our public
Christ’s sacrifice and His
world. So, after we serve
service to the world.
Resurrection, mysteries that are
(note the word serve!)
perpetually ever-present and
the Divine Liturgy, we
experienced during worship, perpetually
are dismissed—sent!—to offer our public
irrigate the world in a salvific manner.
service to the world. We are, literally,
The faithful are those channels of Divine
given our marching orders and sent to
Grace that lead to the parched land of
carry them out.
our societies—through which channels
Fr. George Metallinos, one of the great
the “Light of Christ” can “shine on
modern-day theologians, writes:
everyone”— shed its light on everything!
At the end of the Divine Liturgy (this
was its ancient ending), the Celebrant
Let us depart in peace… in the name
would say to the laity: “Let us depart
of the Lord! +
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All credit / debit cards accepted. Gift Certificates available.
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ST. GEORGE
ORTHODOX

WO M E N

Our next
meeting will
be held on
Jan. 7th

We would like to
thank you for your
support for the Parish
Christmas Card and
keeping with the
Yuletide spirit and
with what has become
a St. George tradition.
All proceeds from the
Christmas card will be
combined with those
from parishes through North America to benefit the Archdiocese
Antiochian Women’s Project: “VOCATIONS”. Thank you to Mary
Ellen Swydan for all her work every year with the Parish Christmas
Card and to Chris Coury for creating this beautiful Card.
Thank you to Mr. Lou Zagami for coming to our Cathedral
on Sunday December 10, 2017 and the informative presentation
that he gave of the work that IOCC does to help those in
need. Thank you everyone for your donations to support this
worthy cause.
Our next Women’s Club meeting will be on Sunday,
January 7, 2018 after the Divine Liturgy, during the coffee hour
in Fr. Ghannam Hall, with a special presentation by Fr. Milad. +

BAPTISM:
Continued from front page
Orthodox Christians who are in good
standing and are active participants in the
Sacramental life of the Church. Parents
should not choose Godparents for the
sake of pleasing someone or to continue
a family tradition. Sadly, I see many

Godparents who cannot even recite the
confession of faith (Creed) on behalf of
the child. How will they then fulfill their
role as Godparents? Let us be mindful of
this great Mystery and carefully choose
Godparents who will support the spiritual
growth of our children. +

SOMETHING TO If you forgive one who has insulted

THINK
ABOUT...

you, then not only will all your sins
be forgiven, but you will be a child
of the Heavenly Father.

(St. Moses of Optina)

Dr. George Debs
Dr. Saman Pezeshki
352 Boston Tpke.
Shrewsbury
508-425-3304

520 Main Street • Shrewsbury

Dr. Jaclyn Debs
Dr. Ryan Chin
440 Arsenal St.
Watertown
617-926-0202

www.inbalancecw.com

2018 Cathedral Stewardship Theme

whatever you do work at it with

all your heart

as working for the Lord, not for men
Colossians 3:23

PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS THROUGH
The

The Light is distributed via mail,
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reaching close to 2,000 members
of our community every month.
To reserve your space for $65/month
contact the Cathedral Office.
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UPCOMINGEVENTS

Contact the Cathedral office or organization members for more details.

JAN

Jan.
4th
6 PM

Recent Holy Sacraments
Celebrated at
St. George Cathedral

6
Christmas
party

Theophany with blessing of
the water and followed by a
Luncheon sponsored by our
Women’s Club
Orthros 8:30 am. Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy with blessing
of the water 10 am

Hosted by the Young Adult Ministry






BAPTISMS
Luna Bella Mcgowan
12/10/2017
Jermaine Anthony Mcgowan
Erikka Sandra Duval
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Meeting
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Meeting
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Diocese Antiochian
Women meeting
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Mona Kahale





>

;

7

@

3

5

<

A

3

B

C

D

E

A

=

:

>

6

F

G

5

=

:

7

19 & SOYO Retreat

27

20

The

30 Anna Street, Worcester, MA 01604
508-752-9150 | stgeorgeworc@gmail.com
www.stgeorgeworcester.org

JANUARY 2018
Published Monthly
St. George Orthodox Cathedral
Worcester, MA 01604
Volume 6 | Issue 4

Follow us on Facebook for up to date
information at stgeorgeworcester

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JAN
2018
The
Diocese of Worcester and New England
of the Antiochian Christian Archdiocese
of North America
30 Anna Street
Worcester, MA 01604

Worcester, MA
Permit No. 46

PAID
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

January 2018
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Fri
5

6
Theophany of our
Lord
8:30 Orthros
10 Liturgy
Luncheon to follow

12

13

Young Adult Christmas
Party at Fr. Milad’s
House - potluck 6 pm

7
Women’s Club Meeting
after Liturgy
Church School: 9 am
Orthros: 9 am
Liturgy: 10 am

8

14
Church School: 9 am
Orthros: 9 am
Liturgy: 10 am

15

9

10

11

Vespers 5 pm
PC Meeting 7 pm

16

17

18

19

20

Diocesan SOYO
Retreat

Diocesan SOYO
Retreat

Stewardship Reflection #1
21
Church School: 9 am
Orthros: 9 am
Liturgy: 10 am

Sat

Vespers 5pm
22

23

24

25

26

27
Diocesan Antiochian
Woman Meeting and
Luncheon

Men’s Club Meeting 6pm
Stewardship Reflection #2

28
Church School: 9 am
Orthros: 9 am
Liturgy: 10 am
Stewardship Reflection #3

Vespers 5pm

29

30

31

1
Vesperal Divine Liturgy
for the Feast of the
Presentation of Christ in
the Temple 6 pm

2
Feast of the
Presentation of
Christ in the
Temple

3

Vespers 5pm

