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We are happy to welcome visitors to the Orthodox Church. We are blessed by your
presence. Because the Orthodox Church understands communion to be the union of its
membership, only those Orthodox Christians who have prepared properly should
approach the chalice for communion. Those who belong to other “communions”, but
would like to come into the Orthodox Church, should speak to one of our clergy to
begin preparation. Thank you for your respect and understanding.

Office
30 Anna Street
Worcester, MA 01604
Telephone: (508) 752-9150
Fax: (508) 753-5623
E-mail: office@stgeorgeworcester.org
Web page: www.stgeorgeworcester.org

Pastor’s Contact
fr.milad.selim@gmail.com

Hall Rental Information
The Hall at St. George: 508-752-9150

TONE:

8

EOTHINON:

8

VESPERS:

5 PM

CHURCH SCHOOL:

9 AM

MATINS:

9 AM

CONFESSION:

9:15-9:45 AM

DIVINE LITURGY:

10 AM

Sunday March 18, 2018
ALTAR SERVERS:
St. John: Captain: Zachary El-Dahr
Anthony Abusamra, Gregory Hurter, Ben Degon, Alexander Samra, Alex Houssan,
Michael Houssan, Nathaniel Schmidt.
Please dress appropriately including dress shoes and tie.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (6:13-20)
Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater by whom to swear,
He swore by Himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus Abraham, having
patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men indeed swear by one greater than themselves, and in
all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to
the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of His purpose, He interposed with an oath. So
that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false, we who
have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set before us. We have this
as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after
the order of Melchizedek.
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (9:16-30)
At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, “Teacher, I brought my son
to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and
grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.”
And Jesus answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to
bear with you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit saw Jesus,
immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth.
And Jesus asked his father, “How long has he had this?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has
often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if Thou canst do anything, have
pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who
believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my
unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit,
saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him, and never enter him
again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse;
so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he
arose. And when Jesus had entered the house, His Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not
cast it out?” And Jesus said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone know
it; for He was teaching His Disciples, saying to them, “The Son of man will be delivered into the
hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after He is killed, He will rise on the third day.”
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day
burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory
to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS IN TONE EIGHT
The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep sighing
thou hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast become a star for
the universe, sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father John Climacus, intercede with
Christ God to save our souls.
KONTAKION FOR THE ANNUNCIATION (AND GREAT LENT) IN TONE EIGHT
To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered
me from terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me
free: from all forms of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without bridegroom.

Announcements
House Blessings: Will resume after Pascha
Women’s Club:
- Our annual LENTEN DINNER is Sunday March 25. Baked haddock (alternate cheese
pizza) Adults $15 Children (under 10) $6 Please reserve by March
18 to pms@townisp.com or 508-769-8338 or sign up at Coffee hours.
- On March 27 at 6pm we will have a FLORAL ARRANGEMENT workshop, with Sally
Jablonsky from Berg Florist. Reservations please ($15) by March 18, to
pms@townisp.com or 508-769-8338 or sign up at Coffee hours.
- SAVE THE DATE! Spring Concert and Dinner, featuring New York tenor Christopher
Macchio. Saturday, May 5, 2018. You won't want to miss this spectacular event!
Details coming soon.

Men’s Club: Next meeting is March 29, 2018 at 6:00 PM. Guest speaker, Samir Bitar,
will talk about homelessness in Worcester. Dinner will be provided by George’s Bakery.

Come on in and shop at the St. Nicholas Gift Shop
Great Gifts for all occasions, Baptism, Birthday, Name Day, Graduation, Engagement and
much more at reasonable prices!!! Please stop by and see us. Credit/Debit cards accepted.
Gift Certificates available.
Featuring book of the month: Syrian Lebanese Cooking Price: $10.00 EACH.
Many aspects of our culture have become Americanized. Middle-East cookery remains unchanged,
handed down through the generations. Many of these recipes originally stemmed from religious ceremony, others were of medicinal value. Many are attached to the occasion of a new born child, the
cutting of the first tooth, the “sahra” (social gathering) or the Easter Holiday.

Bad Weather:
In the event of church or church event cancellation,
please check TV Channels 4, 5, 7 and 56 for
notification. Also, you can listen to radio station
WTAG (580AM & 94.9FM). We will make
every effort to have cancellations posted
by 7:30am on Sunday.

Great Lent - A Time of Prayer, Fasting and Reconciliation
By: Fr. Milad Selim

The Holy Orthodox Church began the season of Great Lent on February 19th. This period
of fasting is accompanied by beautiful services that challenge us to return to the path of salvation, forgiveness and reconciliation. We began with Forgiveness Sunday where we gathered on the eve of Great Lent and asked for forgiveness from one another as a sign of reconciliation with God’s creation.
The services offered during Great Lent are meant to carry us through this holy season. Their
uplifting message and hymnography inspire us to focus our attention on our earthly journey
towards the empty tomb. This period of prayer, fasting and reconciliation have become a
much anticipated time in our lives as Christians. An opportunity to turn off the noise around
us and turn to Him who said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest.” An opportunity to say “No” to food and passions that control us and to regain control of our lives as masters and not as slaves. You see, Lent isn’t about giving up
food for the sake of giving up food; we do so in order to rise above our passions and to gain
the strength needed to fight off sinful desires. Jesus also fasted for 40 days and 40 nights.
He was tempted and mocked by the Devil but to no avail.
If we are going to fast, we must first make a serious effort and commitment to be reconciled
with those whom we have offended, mistreated, or hurt by word, deed or thought. As believers in the One who reconciled us to Himself, we need to become an example of reconciliation between people - not overcome by evil, but overcoming evil with good. Christ reminds us to make every effort possible to reconcile with those around us, leaving behind
our pride, agendas, hatred, anger, and lust of power. True reconciliation knows no evil, recalls no evil and does not spread evil.
Allow me to leave you with one of my favorite reflections on fasting by St. John Chrysostom: “Not only should the mouth fast, but the eyes and the legs and the arms and all the other parts of the body should fast as well. Let the hands fast, remaining clean from stealing
and greediness. Let the legs fast, avoiding roads which lead to sinful sights. Let the eyes fast
by not fixing themselves on beautiful faces and by not observing the beauty of others. You
are not eating meat, are you? You should not eat debauchery with your eyes as well. Let
your hearing also fast. The fast of hearing is not to accept bad talk against others and sly
defamations. Let the mouth fast from disgraceful and abusive words, because, what gain is
there when, on the one hand we avoid eating chicken and fish and, on the other, we chewup and consume our brothers?”

TRISAGION PRAYERS AND HOLY KURBAN IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
- Edward G. Hyder (40 days) from his loving family
- Najib Salloum (1 year) from Jackline Salloum and his children and family
- Our beloved wife and mother, Louise Awiszio (4 years) from her daughter Desiree and
her husband Harry
- My parents, Herbert (21 years) and Gloria (9 years) Swydan and my friend, Edward
Hyder (40 days) may their memory be eternal from Lorice Swydan
- Harolyn Pinson from the Villecco Family
- George (Bobbie) Kalil (10 years) from Doris Kalil and Family
- Abraham and Marjorie Milhem, Edward Milhem, Thomas Gardner and all the deceased
members of the Milhem and Doura familes from Patricia Milhem
- Joe, Kay and Ken Ezen from Nelson and Suzanne Ezen
- Our Uncle, Edmond Hares from Toufic and Yolla Jreije
PRAYERS OF OBLATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
- Eli and Eleanor Aramony from their family
- Dr. John Chioles from Sophia and Ernest Hayeck
- Edward Hyder from James and Christine Bezreh
Food for Hungry People: Please continue to encourage your children to fill up their
donation boxes. Each Church School students was given a calendar and a box to fill. We
encourage parents to enjoy this activity with their children.

March 2018
Sun

Mon

4
Gregory Palamas

5

Church School 9am
Orthros 9am
Liturgy 10am

Great Compline
6:30 pm

11
Sunday of the Cross

12
Great Compline
6:30 pm

Church School 9am
Orthros 9am
Liturgy 10am
18 St. Mary of Egypt
Church School 9am
Orthros 9am
Liturgy 10am

Tue

6

13

Thu

20

Sat

2
Akathist 6:30 pm
followed by potluck
and spiritual
reflection

3
Diocesan Altar Boy
Retreat at St.
Michael’s Church - at
the Cape

7

8

10

Presanctified Liturgy
6 pm at St. Nicholas
Romanian Church

Feed My Starving
Children Meeting
7 pm

9
Akathist 6:30 pm
followed by potluck
and spiritual
reflection

14

15

16
Akathist 6:30 pm
followed by potluck
and spiritual
reflection

17

23
Akathist 6:30 pm
followed by potluck
and spiritual
reflection

24

21

22

Presanctified Liturgy
6 pm at the Cathedral

Great Compline
6:30 pm

Fri

1

Presanctified Liturgy
6 pm at St. Mary’s
Albanian Church

Parish Council
Meeting 7:30 pm
19

Wed

Vespers 5pm

Vespers 5pm

Vespers 5pm

General Assembly
25 Annunciation

26

Church School 9am
Orthros 9am
Liturgy 10am

Great Compline
6:30 pm

Lenten Dinner

27

28

29

30

Women’s Club 6 pm

Presanctified Liturgy
6 pm at St. Mary’s
Albanian Church

31
Lazarus Saturday

Men’s Club 6 pm

Cannon of Lazarus
6 pm

Divine Liturgy 10 am
Vespers 5pm

ST GEORGE WOMEN’S CLUB

LENTEN DINNER
Sunday March 25, 2018
Immediately after Liturgy
Sponsored by Fawaz and JoEllen El Khoury & Family

*

In Loving Memory of

Rose & Ramez El Khoury ~ Sameeh El Khoury

Dr. Paul O’Leary ~ Maura O’Leary Williams
~ Menu ~
Hummus ~ Salad
Baked Filet of Haddock ~ Green Beans
Coffee ~ Dessert
Alternate Dinner ~ Cheese Pizza

Adults $ 15 ~~ Children (under 10) $ 6

Reservations, please, by March 18
508-769-8338

pms@townisp.com

or mail to 30 Anna Street Worcester 01604

Checks payable to St George Women’s Club

An
with New York Tenor Christopher Macchio
Christopher Macchio is a
classically trained tenor,
schooled at the Manhattan
School of Music, who has
been wowing audiences with
his renditions of popular
operatic arias, as well as Broadway show
tunes, Italian standards and songs from
the Great American Songbook. Macchio
has performed on NBC, PBS and at
the Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall.
His personality and captivating stage
presence make him a joy to see in person.

Sponsored by the Women of Saint George Orthodox Cathedral

May 5, 2018

6pm

|

Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres

Dinner featuring medallions of tenderloin,
Tuscan eggplant ravioli, & sautéed escarole

30 Anna Street
Worcester, Massachusetts 01604

Concert | Raffle drawing

Reserve
		Name: _____________________________________________________________ Phone:________________________________
Now
		Email: ____________________________________________________________
Sponsors:

Patron ($100), includes 1 dinner

Double Patron ($200–250), includes 2 dinners

Gold ($1,000), includes 1 table with 8 dinners

Tickets:

Silver ($500), includes 4 dinners

Platinum ($5,000), includes 2 table with 16 dinners

$50 Regular Ticket | Number Attending: __________

Total Enclosed: $ _________________________

NO RESERVATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED OR TABLES RESERVED WITHOUT PAYMENT
Reply to: Pam at: 508-769-8338 OR email: pms@townisp.com
OR Mail to: St. George Cathedral, ATT: Spring Concert, 30 Anna Street, Worcester, MA 01604

EVERYONE is welcomed!
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