
 

 

 

 

the Kohen is not permitted to look at the nation during 
birkat kohanim lest he lose his focus. Furthermore, the 
nation should not look at the kohanim lest they lose their 
focus. The importance of the kohanim not losing their focus 
is readily understandable, but what does the nation have to 
focus on?   

Sefer HaChinuch explains that birkat kohanim is an 
opportunity to focus on true ideas about Hashem and the 
importance of turning our actions towards Him.  He explains 
further that the kohanim do not bless the nation in the sense 
that they have the power to bless. Only, vesamu et shemi al 
bnei yisrael, vaani avarechem – and place My name on the 
People of Israel and I will bless them. Because the kohanim 
represent the lifestyle of constant service of Hashem, they 
are conferred with the responsibility of enunciating true 
ideas about G-d’s Providence. When they hear these ideas 
coming out of the mouths of these individuals, the nation 
will be aroused to focus on these ideas and in so doing raise 
themselves to a level where they deserve Hashem’s blessing.  
In other words, everyone must concentrate on the ideas 
contained in these words in order to approach Hashem and 
benefit from His blessing. 

Aharon was authorized to bless the people because Hashem 
charged the kohanim – lesharet u’levarech – to serve and to 
bless. The blessing of the people by the kohanim concretizes 
the messages of the service that they do – to teach to the 
world the ideas of Hashem. An additional service – such as 
that of Nadav and Avihu – was not authorized. Aharon’s 
blessing was acceptable to Hashem; the service of Nadav and 
Avihu was not. 

This message applies to each and every one of us. We are a 
nation of priests. Hashem defines what constitutes a mitzvah 
– a commanded act. We do not have the right to invent our 
own service. Hashem does give us the charge, however, to 
teach and to publicize the ideas of the commandments and 
the ideas about Hashem. Like the kohanim, we must be on 
guard constantly for opportunities to teach Torah to others.  

Shabbat Shalom 

Rabbi Benjy Owen 

REPORTER 

Seeking Opportunities to Teach May 26 ,  2017  

  Shabbat Parshat Bemidbar 

Candle Lighting: 7:47 Shabbat Ends: 9:06 

MHA Illustrated Torah Scroll Benefactors 

Mr. and Mrs. Josh Kahane and Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Graber 

Sefer Bemidbar Sponsor 

Mr. and Mrs. Josh and Cara Baer 

Parshat Bemidbar Sponsor 

Young Israel of Memphis 
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This week’s parasha, Bemidbar, recalls the 
death of two of Aharon’s sons, Nadav and 
Avihu. The Torah says, “and Nadav and 
Avihu died before Hashem because they 
brought foreign fire before Hashem in the 
Sinai desert; and they had no children.”  

The context of the incident of Nadav and 
Avihu is more fully treated in Sefer VaYikra. 

Moshe communicates Hashem’s command to Aharon and 
b’nei yisrael to bring ingredients for four different offerings 
– a chatat, an olah, a shelamim and a mincha – all for the 
culmination of the inauguration of the mishkan. All of the 
respective parties brought the proper ingredients to the 
mishkan in conformity with Hashem’s command. Moshe 
then gave Hashem’s next command of what to do with 
these ingredients – the result of which will be G-d’s glory 
appearing to the nation. Aharon and b’nei yisrael brought 
their respective offerings in exact conformity with 
Hashem’s command.  

Aharon lifted his hands to the nation and blessed them and 
then descended from performing these sacrifices. Moshe 
entered and exited the Tent of Meeting together with 
Aharon and then blessed the nation – subsequently, G-d’s 
glory appeared to the nation. Fire descended from before 
Hashem and consumed all of the sacrifices. The nation 
praised Hashem and fell on their faces. Immediately 
following this accounting is the incident of Nadav and Avihu 
– two of Aharon’s sons who were destroyed while offering a 
foreign fire that had not been commanded to them. 

The Torah twice emphasizes in the first event of the 
necessity of acting with strict conformity only to that which 
Hashem commanded.  The Torah uses the same language 
to explain that the cause of Nadav and Avihu’s death was 
their failure to conform only to what Hashem commanded.   

Hashem never commanded Aharon to bless the nation. 
Instead, Aharon seems to take it upon himself to bless the 
nation. Why did Aharon not meet the same demise as his 
sons for his seeming failure to conform only to what he was 
commanded? 

In his Mishneh Torah, the Rambam cites the halacha that 
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Several months ago I wrote a newsletter article about 
growth mindset and a conference I had attended that 
month focused on grit and growth mindset.  In that 
article, I discussed how inspired I was by a specific pre-
senter: Jeffrey Benson.  I am very excited to share with 
you that the MHA will be hosting nationally-
recognized speaker and presenter Jeffrey Benson as a 
scholar in residence for several days of presentations 
and trainings for the MHA faculty and the larger com-
munity.  Jeffrey Benson is the author of “Hanging In: 
Strategies for Teaching the Students Who Challenge Us 
Most” and has over 40 years of experience in a variety 
of divisions, schools, and teaching environments.  The 
focus of his work is on supporting schools that work 
for all students. Margolin Hebrew Academy adminis-
trative and teacher training will focus on growth mind-
set and how this quality can help students grow to 
their potential.  Mr. Benson will also spend time train-
ing teachers on the most up to date and powerful 
methods of differentiating for all students.  Mr. Ben-
son’s work with all divisions from ECE to High School 
will give him the opportunity to support the MHA in 
their goals for professional development.   
  
I am especially excited that Mr. Jeffrey Benson will be 
kicking off his trip to Memphis with a presentation for 
parents and community members at 8:15am on June 
7th in the MHA Library.  This program is free of charge 
and is open to the community.  The topic of Mr. Ben-
son’s presentation will be ”Growth Mindset and Work-
ing From Students’ Strengths”.  The discussion will fo-
cus on current research on student intelligence and 
whether it is fixed or changeable and Mr. Benson will 
share his top tips for parents on how to help their chil-
dren develop a growth mindset.  I cannot wait for the 
parents in the community as well as our colleagues in 
all divisions of MHA to benefit from this presenter.  He 
has so much to offer and I hope everyone will attend! 
Please RSVP to (901) 682-2400 to attend the commu-
nity presentation on Wednesday, June 7th at 8:15am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r  C o r n e r  

G r i t  a n d  G r o w t h  
 

C h a r n a  S c h u b e r t –  E C E  D i r e c t o r  
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A message from the PTA 

Dear Parents, 

It is hard to believe the end of the year is already 
here!!  The PTA would like to make the teacher 
gift giving a little easier for you.  Instead of rushing 
around searching for the perfect teacher gift, take 
advantage of the "Teacher Gifts" program.  This 
program is an excellent way to say "thank you" to 
all of your children's teachers without ever 
stepping foot into the mall. 
 
This is how the program works:  Over the next few 
weeks, we will be collecting gift money for the 
teachers, assistant teachers, administrative staff, 
and specialty teachers from Pre-K through High 
School.  The money will be divided among the 
faculty, with lead teachers receiving the highest 
amounts.  No need to divvy amounts on any 
forms.  Just bring in a check.  Before the last day of 
school, your child's teachers will receive an 
envelope full of cash accompanied by a card with 
the names of all the children who 
contributed.  There is no greater look of 
appreciation than a teacher opening an envelope 
full of money! 
 
We urge EACH AND EVERY family to participate so 
that we can give the well deserved teachers and 
faculty the highest amounts possible.  We are 
asking for a total of $35 per CHILD. Please turn the 
money in no later than Tuesday, May 30th. 
 
Your checks can be returned via mail to Stacy 
Sanderson, 5681 Shady Glen Road, Memphis, 
TN  38120, or you may HAND DELIVER it to the box 
located in the front office. PLEASE DO NOT SEND 
THIS IN YOUR CHILD'S BACKPACK, AS IT IS A 
SURPRISE FOR YOUR TEACHERS!!! 
 
Thank you, 
Elana Kahane and Stacy Sanderson 
PTA  MHA/FYOS 

The MHA Health and Wellness 

Committee will be making 

smoothies for all high school 

students on June 6th from 9:30-

11:00am in the Boys High School 

Lounge. 

Community News 

Mazel Tov to Dr. Bradley and Adina 

Karasik on the upcoming Bar 

Mitzvah of their son Z.J. Karasik. 



 

 

 

ז"ס ו   ש         ' א  

May 26 ,  2017  REPORTER 4 

Drop off and pick up for the MHA 

Food Sale will take place on 

Sunday morning, May 28th at the 

home of Raanana Stein, 

5655 Ashley Square South. 

Drop off: 10:00-11:00 am 

Pick up: 11:15-12:00 pm      

Thank you for supporting the PTA! 

Michelle Katz, Hilly Safier, and Raanana 

Stein 

New product available!  

By Avi Katz  

First run sold out fast! 

Order now and don't miss out on the new 
batch  

Limited packages available before shabbos 
First come first serve!  

Kosher: VAAD of Memphis  
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T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  F a c u l t y ,  
a n d  E i g h t h  G r a d e  C l a s s  o f  t h e  

M a r g o l i n  H e b r e w  A c a d e m y  /  
F e i n s t o n e  Y e s h i v a  o f  t h e  S o u t h   
C o r d i a l l y  I n v i t e  Y o u  t o  A t t e n d  

 
8 t h  G r a d e  A d v a n c e m e n t  

E x e r c i s e s  
 

O n  M o n d a y ,  t h e  F i f t h  o f  J u n e ,  
T w o  T h o u s a n d  a n d  S e v e n t e e n ,  

T h e  E l e v e n t h  D a y  o f  S i v a n ,  
F i v e  T h o u s a n d  S e v e n  H u n d r e d  

a n d  S e v e n t y  S e v e n  
 

A t  S e v e n  O ’ c l o c k  i n  t h e  
E v e n i n g  

I n  t h e  M H A  G y m n a s i u m  
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Family Learning 
at Young Israel 
will be at 5:00 

and Parsha in the 
Park will be at 

5:15 this week. 
Prizes and 

Shabbos party to 
follow. Hope to 
see y'all there!!  



 

 

 

Picture of the Week 

To advertise in the MHA/FYOS Reporter contact Ms. 

Erica Stoltz at estoltz@mhafyos.org or 901-682-2400 
 

Check us out on the web-  

www.mhafyos.org and Facebook! 

REPORTER 
3 9 0  S .  W h i t e  S t a t i o n  R d .  

M e m p h i s ,  T N  3 8 1 1 7  

 

 

The MHA-FYOS 12th grade graduates. 

  

This newsletter is sponsored in 

honor of Joanne and Joel Kahane, 

Guests of Honor at the 67th Annual 

MHA Scholarship Banquet. 

By Susan Myers 

This newsletter sponsored in honor of Joanne and Joel Kahane  


