
 

 

 

 

escaped him? How could Betzalel have known a 

fact that was not revealed to his teacher, Moshe? 

The disagreement between Moshe and Betzalel 

was not an argument regarding a fact. If that had 

been the case, Moshe would surely have known 

it. Instead, the argument was about a new 

application that was not directly instructed by 

Hashem – the order in which to make the 

mishkan and the vessels. Betzalel argued that a 

house is always made first, then the vessels. 

Betzalel was employing his intuition – an 

intuition honed by Torah learning, aptitude and 

experience. Betzalel was an expert craftsman. He 

understood the impact that the mishkan and its 

vessels would have on those who saw them. He 

understood something that Moshe’s intuition did 

not recognize – the vessels must not be left 

outside of their home – not even to wait for the 

home to be built. The mishkan must be built 

before the vessels. 

One important lesson of this idea relates to 

leadership. Even a leader like Moshe needed the 

counsel and expertise of others. Each person has 

different insights and can provide different 

perspectives. In heeding Betzalel’s advice, Moshe 

allowed the vessels and the mishkan to be 

created in the best possible order. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Rabbi Benjy Owen 

We read a double parasha this 

week – Parashat Vayakhel-

Pekudei.  Each of these parashiyot 

describe the building of the 

mishkan and the construction of 

the vessels that were housed and 

used within it. 

Betzalel was charged with overseeing the 

construction of the mishkan and its vessels. 

Parashat Pekudei opens with the statement, “And 

Betzalel the son of Uri the son of Chur of the tribe 

of Yehudah did everything that Hashem 

commanded Moshe.” Rashi explains that we 

would have expected the Torah to say that 

Betzalel did what Moshe commanded him to do. 

Instead, the Torah tells us that that Betzalel did 

everything that Hashem commanded him to do. 

Based on a passage from Masechet Berachot, 

Rashi explains that Betzalel did things that did not 

make sense to Moshe, his teacher. Specifically, 

Moshe told Betzalel to make the vessels first and 

then to make the mishkan. Betzalel argued that 

the way of the world is to first make a house and 

then to place the vessels inside. Moshe was won 

over by Betzalel’s argument. 

On the surface, this explanation is difficult to 

understand. Moshe was the greatest prophet. 

How could this important fact – the order in which 

to make the mishkan and its vessels – have 

REPORTER 
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  Shabbat Parshat Vayakhel-Pekudei – Parshat HaChodesh 

Candle Lighting: 6:57 Shabbat Ends: 8:16 

MHA Illustrated Torah Scroll Benefactors 

Mr. and Mrs. Josh Kahane and Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Graber 

Sefer Shemot Sponsors 

Dr. and Mrs. Joe Weinstein 

Parshat Vayakhel-Pekudei Sponsors 

 Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Zalowitz and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Gontownik 
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Both Pre-K and Kindergarten students start their 

days off with a free choice center time.  This is a 

time for the children to lead their learning and 

choose the centers and work they want to en-

gage in.  Much like adults, children gravitate to-

wards activities that they find enjoyable.  Think of 

your favorite hobby?  For some it is golf, for oth-

ers it is paper crafting , others choose painting, 

and others choose what appeals to them.  These 

activities allow us as adults to choose what we 

will do as well as where, when, and how we will 

do these activities. Children too learn best when 

they have some control over their learning, when 

activities are meaningful and relevant, and when 

they make choices about the materials they will 

work with and how they will use them.   

Children thrive when they have opportunities 

every day to make choices in their learning.  Dur-

ing free choice time, the role of the teacher is to 

facilitate children’s choices within the carefully 

planned classroom.  The classroom is set up to 

provide the highest level learning available.  Each 

classroom is filled with developmentally appro-

priate materials to stimulate their interest and 

growth.  We work with the child’s ideas and 

choices and help them learn the skills they need 

to succeed in this endeavor.  We encourage par-

ents to bring their children to school on time 

each day to maximize this self directed learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

environment and to allow the teachers to work 

with each child on their interests.   

Having this choice in their learning empowers 

children to take control of their learning.  Chil-

dren use materials and equipment in a far more 

creative and innovative way than a teacher 

could ever plan for.  The children also use these 

materials in ways to meet their own develop-

mental levels.  The teachers continually expand 

the classroom choices and centers and rotate 

materials to provide a variety of free choice ac-

tivities focused on the learning needed for their 

classroom.  Right now, a variety of Pesach mate-

rials have been added to the classroom in all 

center areas and children expand their holiday 

learning through free choice.  The teachers have 

placed pictures of pyramids in the block cor-

ner.  Many of our avid builders have been drawn 

to this area and have created their own versions 

of pyramids.  This has led to discoveries in stabi-

lizing a pyramid structure as well as exploring 

shapes of blocks that work well for these types 

of structures.  This is one small example to dem-

onstrate how choice leads to deep learning.   

Research done by NAEYC indicates that intrinsic 

motivation, when we work on a task primarily 

because we find it satisfying, is the most effec-

tive and engaging way to learn.  At MHA, we 

make an effort to provide materials and activi-

ties that provide choice and interest for chil-

dren.  Come visit our classrooms and you can 

see our busy and engaged learners in action.   

 

 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r  C o r n e r    

P r e K  L e a r n i n g  
 

 

 

C h a r n a  S c h u b e r t–  E a r l y  

C h i l d h o o d  D i r e c t o r  
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The Science Expo will take place on Tuesday, 

April 4th from 6:15pm until 7:15pm in the lunch 

room and gymnasium.  This year grades two 

through eight will have the opportunity to 

demonstrate their science skills.  The teachers 

have worked very hard to create activity-based

-programs for the students and the Science 

Expo will be a reflection of what we have ac-

complished in the classroom.     

 The science topics you will explore represent 

either a favorite unit from previous work or an 

ongoing unit.  In many cases you will be able to 

look at, touch or participate in the same activ-

ity the students did in the classroom.  Students 

will be there to answer your questions and 

guide you through the learning process that 

they themselves participated in.  We will still 

have the traditional boards to give you the ap-

propriate graphs and pictures and explanations 

of the learning objective.   

We are all very excited about the Science Expo 

and look forward to viewing the results with 

you.  If you have any questions or concerns 

please contact the classroom teacher.   

8th Grade Sweatshirts Available 
for Immediate Purchase! 

Several different new colors of 
shirts in select sizes can be 
purchased for immediate pick 
up.  Please call or email Tracey 
Mendelson at 901-270-3934 or 
email her at 
traceymendelson@gmail.com. 

Thank you for supporting this 
important 8th Grade Fundraiser. 

MHA Valedictorian and Salutatorian 

Mazel tov to Efraim Wiener on being 

named Valedictorian, Elan Cooper on being 

named co-Salutatorian, and Ariel Kampf on 

being named co-Salutatorian of the class of 

2017 at the Feinstone Yeshiva of the South 

(Cooper Yeshiva High School for Boys and 

Goldie Margolin School for Girls) and 

congratulations to their respective parents 

and families. We are proud of their 

accomplishments and delighted to have them 

represent our school at graduation. All three 

students have demonstrated remarkable 

academic achievement in both general and 

Judaic studies.  

May the community continue to receive 

much nachat from them.  

S p o t l i g h t  O n  

S c i e n c e  E x p o  
 

 

D a v e  L e w e l l y n –  L o w e r  S c h o o l  

S c i e n c e  C o o r d i n a t o r  

We invite the community to 

join us for a Kiddush in honor 

of our daughter Libby, on 

Shabbos, March 25th at YIOM. 

Raanana and Reuven Stein 

mailto:traceymendelson@gmail.com
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Dates to Remember 
 

Thursday, April 6th– 10:30 

Dismissal for Grades 9-12.  Dorm 

Closes. Pesach Break starts for 

Grades 9-12. 

Friday, April 7th– 11:30 Dismissal 

Grades PreK3-8, Pesach Break 

Starts. 

Thursday, April 20th– Resume 

classes-All Divisions. 

Tuesday, April 25th - Wednesday, 

April 26th: Spring Pictures  
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Please register for Camp before 

Pesach!! 

Registration forms are available at the front 

desk.  

Camp Shemesh is for children entering Prek 

and up and Sports Camp is for boys entering 

3-6th Grade. 

Please email Michelle Katz with any 

questions. 

Mkatz@mhafyos.org  

Jewish Historical Society of Memphis and the Mid-South 

presents  a new exhibition 

The Exodus Project 

They Came to Memphis: 

From the Iron Curtain to the Bible Belt 

Stories of the Soviet Jews Who Found Freedom 

in Memphis and the People Who Helped in their Re-settlement 

April 2nd-April 25th, 2017 –Memphis Jewish Community Center 

Opening Program April 2nd, 2017 at 2:00 PM at the MJCC 

featuring the Russian Choir of Plough Towers and  

riveting story vignettes of coming to America 

Guided tours available in collaboration with Bornblum Jewish Community School, Jewish 
Family Service Dept of MJCC, Margolin Hebrew Academy, Memphis Jewish Community 

Center, Plough Towers, and Temple Israel Archives 

Funded with a generous fedovation impact grant from the Memphis Jewish Federation 

2nd Grade Pesach Play 

Monday, April 3rd 

12:30pm in the MHA 

Gymnasium 

All are invited! 

mailto:Mkatz@mhafyos.off
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Family Learning at Young Israel 
will take place at 4:45 this 

week.  

Raffle and shabbos party in the 
park to follow!!  Parsha in the 
in the Park will be at 5:00 for 

all toddlers-PreK students.  

 Hope to see you there!!! 



 

 

 

Picture of the Week 

To advertise in the MHA/FYOS Reporter contact Ms. 

Erica Stoltz at estoltz@mhafyos.org or 901-682-2400 
 

Check us out on the web-  

www.mhafyos.org and Facebook! 
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GMSG students Avigail Bosin, Shayna Kahane 
and Esti Samberg deliver food during the GMSG 

Annual Gala dinner. 

 GMSG Ladies- 
Mazel Tov on orchestrating a beautiful dinner!  It 
really is an honor to be here every day with you. 

-Sara Plotitsa  

 

This Newsletter Sponsored in Honor of the GMSG Students by Sara Plotitsa 


