
 

 

 

 

Moshe’s attitude towards leadership – he ran away 

from power and authority over others and lived by 

the Talmudic dictum mentioned in Masechet Eruvin, 

“Those who chase authority, authority will run away 

from them.”  

In his sefer, Torah Le’Daat, Rav Matis Blum tells a 

story of a man who approached a great chacham 

who was disturbed because authority and power 

were not “chasing after him”. He explained to the 

chacham that he expressly runs away from power! 

The chacham explained to the man that it appeared 

from his question that while he is running away from 

power he is constantly looking back to see if power 

and authority are following him. This attitude is the 

greatest expression of seeking power – therefore, it 

constantly escapes him.  

Why is humility so critical to the process of 

education?  

The ability to ask a question – the basis of all learning 

– is tied up with the acceptance of one’s own 

ignorance. A person who thinks that he knows all 

cannot ask a question – nothing bothers him. On the 

contrary, one who is humble is open to the 

realization of his own ignorance and is open for new 

knowledge. The small-font aleph teaches us that 

arrogance is a barrier to education. Moshe Rabbenu, 

the paragon of humility, is the greatest of our 

teachers.  

Shabbat Shalom, 

Rabbi Benjy Owen 

This week, we begin reading Sefer 

Vayikra and its first parasha, 

Parashat VaYikra. The parasha 

discusses many of the laws of 

specific korbanot – sacrifices – 

including the olah, shlamim chatat 

and others.  

The parasha opens with the following verse: “And He 

called to Moshe and Hashem spoke to him from the 

tent of meeting saying …” Our mesorah – oral 

tradition – teaches that the word, ויקרא” “ - and He 

called – is to be written in the Torah scroll with a 

particular nuance. The last letter in that word – the 

letter aleph – is to be written in a significantly smaller 

font. Our commentators have a number of different 

explanations and interpretations of this requirement.  

One explanation is given by the Kli Yakar, Rabbi 

Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz. He explains that the 

letter aleph is associated with learning and 

education. The letter aleph is the first letter in the 

Hebrew alphabet – the basis of learning. The root of 

the word aleph is also associated in Hebrew with 

training and preparation. The Kli Yakar explains that 

the letter is written in a smaller font to convey the 

idea that learning and education can only be 

sustained when a person makes himself or herself 

“small” – or humble.  

Moshe Rabbenu merited to have this letter written in 

reference to him because he was the archetype of 

the humble person. One indicator of this quality was 
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  Shabbat Parshat Vayikra 

Candle Lighting: 7:03 Shabbat Ends: 8:22 

MHA Illustrated Torah Scroll Benefactors 

Mr. and Mrs. Josh Kahane and Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Graber 

Sefer Vayikra Sponsors 

Mr. and Mrs. Pace Cooper & Family 

Parshat Vayikra Sponsors 

Mr. and Mrs. Josh Kahane  
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The MHA elementary school is buzzing with Pesach 

activities! Throughout the school you can hear the 

sweet sounds of children singing Pesach songs, you 

can see children acting out the Pesach story and you 

can hear teachers and students saying Divrei Torah 

about the Haggadah.  It is truly inspirational to experi-

ence the excitement and anticipation the students 

have for celebrating Pesach and I know you will see 

the fruits of all this work when you sit down with your 

children this Pesach at your Seder.  

I have seen all the different workbooks and projects 

that your children have been working so hard to com-

plete during school and they are all amazing! They are 

filled with your child’s Torah thoughts and answers to 

all the profound questions that can be found in the 

Haggadah.  Please make sure to ask your child to bring 

all these materials with them to your Seder table so 

you can avail yourselves of all the Torah your children 

have learned throughout these last few weeks.  

Over the next week before Pesach the children of the 

elementary school will have a host of Pesach learning 

experiences. On Monday, all grades will be watching 

the traditional 2nd Grade Pesach Play at 12:30 in the 

gym. All are invited to come and see it! On Tuesday, 

grades 1 through 4 will be going to the Chabad House 

to learn how to bake Matzah in the traditional manner 

along with learning all the various Halachot about 

Chametz and Matzah. On Thursday and Friday, all 

grades will be having a model seder to review all that 

they have learned along with the traditional foods and 

songs. In our school, learning is about experiencing our 

Jewish culture and lifestyle as well as learning about it 

through books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to wish you all a Chag Kosher V’Samaech 

and hope that you will have a wonderful Pesach vaca-

tion filled with beautiful Sederim and inspirational 

Torah from your children.  

As Pesach approaches,  we begin to contemplate sto-

ries told in every generation. The maggid  section of 

the Hagaddah focuses on G-d’s miraculous wonders 

and our exodus from Egypt. It also highlights for us 

the importance of telling the story to each successive 

generation in terms that they will understand. We are 

reminded through the questions of the four sons that 

each child thinks differently, seeking answers to is-

sues that trouble him or her. Knowledge gained this 

way is deeper and more meaningful to the learner. 

Since November, my Jewish history students have 

been engaged in spirited inquiry as they learn about 

the Holocaust. By asking deep, ethical questions, they 

have been able to scrutinize the choices public fig-

ures, and lesser known ones, made in the years prior 

to 1939. Some of those remarkable decisions, deci-

sions made by ordinary citizens in Germany, France, 

Greece and Poland in 1939, led to their meeting five 

very special individuals in 2017. And our students had 

the unique opportunity to ask them questions, ques-

tions the students themselves were interested to 

know the answers to, questions that only could be 

answered by those individuals who were there, living 

through the devastation of the Holocaust.  

As part of the capstone experience in the Feinstone 

Yeshiva of the South, our students interviewed Dr. 

Clark Blatteis, Mr. Warren Kramer, Mrs. Jeannine 

Paul, Mr. Jack Cohen and Mr. Czeslaw Polziec. All five 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r  C o r n e r    

P e s a c h  A c t i v i t i e s  
 

 

R a b b i  Y o s e f  H a u s e r–  J u d a i c  

S t u d i e s  P r i n c i p a l  G r a d e s  1 - 8  S p o t l i g h t  O n  

H o l o c a u s t  L e a r n i n g  
 

 

T a l y a  T s u n a - D i r e c t o r  o f  

A c a d e m i c  A d v a n c e m e n t  a n d  

C o l l e g e  G u i d a n c e    
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have remarkable stories to tell; each story reso-

nated differently for our students. The educational 

impact of these stories cannot be underestimated. 

Our students have had the chance to meet, inter-

view, and connect with people whose life experi-

ences offer hope and encouragement, teaching 

valuable lessons applicable to this generation in 

terms they can appreciate and understand.        

 

Join us at the JCC on April 24, at 6:30 P.M., as our 

students’ documentary "Better Together Names, 

Not Numbers: A Movie in the Making" premieres at 

the 55th Annual Yom HaShoah Commemoration. 

Join us as we hear our students’ reflections on the 

process intertwined with their interviews. Join us as 

we hear five singular stories through the lenses of 

twenty students of the Margolin Hebrew Academy. 

8th Grade Sweatshirts Available 
for Immediate Purchase! 

Several different new colors of 
shirts in select sizes can be 
purchased for immediate pick 
up.  Please call or email Tracey 
Mendelson at 901-270-3934 or 
email her at 
traceymendelson@gmail.com. 

Thank you for supporting this 
important 8th Grade Fundraiser. 

Dates to Remember     
 

Monday, April 3rd-2nd Grade 

Pesach Play, 12:30 in MHA Gym 

Tuesday, April 4th- Matza baking 

at Chabad, Grades PreK3-4th 

Thursday, April 6th– 10:30 

Dismissal for Grades 9-12.  Dorm 

Closes. Pesach Break starts for 

Grades 9-12. 

Thursday-Friday, April 6th-7th– 

Model Seders for Grades 1-6 

Friday, April 7th– 11:30 Dismissal 

Grades PreK3-8th, Pesach Break 

Starts. 

MHA 8th Grade Advancement 

has been moved to Monday, 

June 5th.  

mailto:traceymendelson@gmail.com
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2nd Grade Pesach Play 

Monday, April 3rd 

12:30pm in the MHA 

Gymnasium 

Ordering extended until Sunday! Email 

Elanakahane@gmail.com or order online. 

https://docs.google.com/a/mhafyos.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe1fta07H66Xegs3FYzBojteAhup8VvOsIyzP-gUkLxYnPiFA/viewform?c=0&w=1
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Please register for Camp before 

Pesach!! 

Registration forms are available at the front 

desk.  

Camp Shemesh is for children entering Prek 

and up and Sports Camp is for boys entering 

3-6th Grade. 

Please email Michelle Katz with any 

questions. 

Mkatz@mhafyos.org  

Jewish Historical Society of Memphis and the 
Mid-South 

presents  a new exhibition 

The Exodus Project 

They Came to Memphis: 

From the Iron Curtain to the Bible Belt 

Stories of the Soviet Jews Who Found Freedom 

in Memphis and the People Who Helped in their Re-settlement 

April 2nd-April 25th, 2017 –Memphis Jewish Community Center 

Opening Program April 2nd, 2017 at 2:00 PM at 
the MJCC 

featuring the Russian Choir of Plough Towers and  

riveting story vignettes of coming to America 

Guided tours available in collaboration with Bornblum Jewish 
Community School, Jewish Family Service Dept of MJCC, 

Margolin Hebrew Academy, Memphis Jewish Community Center, 
Plough Towers, and Temple Israel Archives 

Funded with a generous fedovation impact grant from the 
Memphis Jewish Federation 

mailto:Mkatz@mhafyos.off
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Please join us Friday night for a 

Shalom Zachor for Shoshana 

(Somer) and Benji Mehler at 

9:15pm at Brad and Shayna 

Somer’s house, 5679 The 

Forest Gate. 

The Bris for baby boy Mehler 

will be Monday morning 

following Baron Hirsch 

sharchris.  The Bris will take 

place at the Somer home at 

7:45am.  All are welcome. 
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Family Learning at 
Young Israel will take 

place at 5:00 this week.  

Raffle and shabbos 
party in the park to 

follow!!  Parsha in the 
in the Park will be at 
5:15 for all toddlers-

PreK students.  



 

 

 

Picture of the Week 

To advertise in the MHA/FYOS Reporter contact Ms. 

Erica Stoltz at estoltz@mhafyos.org or 901-682-2400 
 

Check us out on the web-  

www.mhafyos.org and Facebook! 
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The Junior High Boys enjoyed bowling with the 
CYHSB students and Kollel Torah Mitzion. 

 Mazel Tov to Shoshana and Benji  

Mehler, Shayna and Brad Somer  

and the entire family on the birth 

 of a beautiful baby boy!  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to David and Chany 
Fleischhacker for their kind and 
efficient leadership of the Baron 

Hirsch AIPAC teen trip. 

 

 

 

This Newsletter Sponsored by Pace and Aileen Cooper and Family 

Aileen and Pace Cooper 

Jeremy, Ethan, Dylan, Elan, Serena and Yael  


