
The Fund for Women is proud to recognize Cynthia Primo Martin as our tenth recipient of the 
prestigious First Founder Award. She is known for being a dedicated volunteer and a change agent in 
Delaware. For the Fund for Women, Cynthia is an active supporter, making her daughter, Heather, a 
Founder, and encouraging her wide network of friends to become Founders. Thanks to Cynthia’s support, 
the FFW membership and Board of Trustees are more representative of the demographics of Delaware. 

Cynthia has served as director/trustee of numerous nonprofit organizations, including University of 
Delaware, International Reading Association, Delaware Community Foundation, St. Andrew’s School, 
Delaware Symphony Association, Homes for Life, United Way of Delaware, Christiana Care Health Systems, 
Brandywine Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals, YWCA, Food Bank of Delaware, 
African American Empowerment Fund of Delaware, Delaware ERANow, Delaware Chapter of the Jefferson 
Awards and The Episcopal Church of Saints Andrew and Matthew. Cynthia has also served as an active and 
honorary committee member/chair of many capital campaigns. In addition, she was an appointee to state 
boards and commissions, including Delaware Superior Court’s Board on Professional Responsibility. 

Organizer and chair of the Quintin E. Primo Jr. Lecture Series (PLS), established in memory of her 
father (Bishop Suffragan of Chicago and Interim Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware), Cynthia 
brought national and global human rights leaders--including Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Andrew Young and 
Mary Robinson--to Delaware to participate in public fora on issues of race and reconciliation.  She is the 
Founder of the successful Trustees of Color (TOC) initiative whose mission is to establish, implement and 
maintain a sustainable process to ensure that Delaware’s nonprofit boards are inclusive of people of color.   

Cynthia has received numerous awards for her work in human rights and justice including the 
National Council for Community and Justice’s State Award, the YWCA’s Woman of Distinction Award, the 
Delaware State Bar Association’s Multicultural Lawyers and Judges’ Community Service Award, the United 
Way Tocqueville Society Award, an ACLU Award for Distinguished Service, the Association of Fundraising 
Professional’s Fundraiser of the Year and Outstanding Philanthropist Award, Girls, Inc.’s “Smart, Bold and 
Strong” Award, and, The Union of Black Episcopalians’ “Unsung Hero”. Cynthia has been a trailblazer for 
women and people of color in her organizational, educational and life experiences. 

She is a retired nonprofit executive specializing in agency management, fund development and 
marketing.  Earlier in her career, she served as human resources and equal employment opportunity director 
(the first African American woman to become officer) for a major insurance company. In her spare time, she 
is active with the Delaware Choral Arts Society, and with her vocal talents, she is an accomplished pianist and 
organist. Cynthia received her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from the University of Delaware. She is 
married to Josh Martin III Esq., Counsel at Potter Anderson and Corroon LLP.  She has a daughter, (Lori) 
Heather Mitchell, a stepdaughter, Alexis Martin and a granddaughter, Carter Mitchell.  Cynthia and her 
husband, live in Wilmington, Delaware.   

	  


