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Vinyl or Digital Print? 

You may get asked questions such as, when is it better to use digital print? Or when is it better to use vinyl? These 
are good questions. Typically, these questions depend on the budget, type of sign and the amount of detail in the 
design. Vinyl and digital print are pretty commonly used today. They can be used on many different types of signs, 
such as indoor and outdoor signage with many color options to choose from. 

So, what is recommended? Both are really great options for different types of signs but its up to you as to what looks 
best, what fits your budget and if the sign is indoor or outdoor. Here are some tips to help in the decision-making 
process. 

Vinyl 

With vinyl, there are some simple rules. Vinyl can be an excellent face application when: 

•   The design has four colors or less 

•   The design does not have a high degree of detail 

•   The sign is of a standard size 

If your client’s design meets those criteria, then a vinyl covering may be a better choice than a digital print. That isn’t 
to say that if you have a design with more colors and intricacies that you can’t use vinyl, but your cost could increase 

due to extra work. When using vinyl application, we carry a variety of name brand products, including Arlon, 3M, Avery, 
Oracal, Calon and many other brands. These products allow us to provide you with as many color choices as possible. 
Our most popular vinyl is the 2500/2550 Cast Translucent from Arlon which features 58 standard colors and can be 
cheaper in the long run, as vinyl has a 7-year durability rating, whereas digital print might last 2-4 years. 
 
Vinyl is also a great choice for brand image as it can match a specific color. Click here to reference our selection of vinyl. 

 

 

 

Digital Print 

•   The design has multiple colors 

•   The sign is large with a detailed design 

•   The sign is indoor 

If your sign meets these criteria, digital print is your best bet in terms of both cost and appearance. We put a lot of 
care in the result of every digital image. We will match each color as close as possible and send a small sample for 
approval. These sample images will look exactly the same as the full-size image. Our digital processes consist of high 
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quality inks and translate into true vibrant images that promote any product or service in a powerful way. The warranty 
on digital prints are 1 year with a life expectancy of 2 years. 

 
Digital Print vs. Vinyl 
Digital Prints are a great way to make your sign pop. However, the life span of digital print is only about 2-4 years 
depending on sign placement and weather so, vinyl might be a better bet over digital print just because of durability. 
 
If you ever have any questions or concerns about the type of application needed, don’t hesitate to contact us at 800-
544-6381 or email us at support@signfab.com. 
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