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Eastbound W. Venice Ave. opens to traffic
Eastbound West Venice Avenue, closed to
traffic since July as part of the Downtown Beautification Project, reopened to motorists the
afternoon of Saturday, Nov. 17, with on-street
parking also available.
“It was so exciting to see the first cars drive
down the newly reconstructed eastbound W.
Venice Avenue,” said City Engineer Kathleen
Weeden, who heads up the project. “The merchants were cheering and you can now see the
beauty of the improvement beginning to unfold.”
Currently, crews are doing roadway work on
westbound W. Venice Ave. from Nokomis Avenue to Harbor Drive. Crews are removing the old
roadway from U.S. 41 Business to Nokomis Avenue. The Centennial Park parking lot is accessible
only from Tampa Avenue or Nassau Street. The
contractor is completing sidewalk work on the
300 block. Electrical conduit is also being installed along the north side of W. Venice Ave.
Installation of tree cells is complete on W. Venice Ave.
The contractor anticipates westbound W.

Motorists drive down newly reopened westbound West Venice Avenue
on Nov. 19.

City Clerk Lori Stelzer
City Attorney Kelly Fernandez

To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.
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From left, the 300 block of Miami Avenue
opened to vehicles Thanksgiving weekend;

shoppers on W. Venice Ave. Nov. 26; curb
work on westbound West Venice Ave.

Downtown, from page 1

the sidewalk, more new sidewalks, irrigation, new electrical service for festivals and holiday lighting, double hanging planter baskets, decorative poles, inVenice. Ave. opening to vehicles prior to Christmas.
pavement lighting at midblock crosswalks, textured crosswalks, bike racks and
The 300 block of Miami Avenue is open and on-street parking is available.
upgraded benches and trash cans,” Weeden said. “It’s an honor to be a part of
Crews are completing the majority of the sidewalks on the south side of the
a community that has shown such an outpouring of support for the local busi200 block. The contractor will be replacing the curb following the sidewalk
nesses during the Downtown Beautification Project.”
installation. The 200 block of Miami Ave. is closed to vehicles, however the
Foot traffic has increased markedly since the opening of eastbound W. Venparking lots can be accessed through the alley. The contractor is scheduled to ice Ave., with the downtown Holiday Parade and Small Business Saturday fallopen the street to vehicles by Christmas.
ing on the same day also adding a boost.
Nassau St. and Nokomis Ave. from W. Venice Ave. through the intersections
The entire project, which includes W. Venice Ave., Miami and Tampa Aveat Miami Avenue are open. Nokomis Ave. and Nassau St. from Tampa Ave. to nues, is scheduled to be completed by the spring.
W. Venice Ave. are currently open to local traffic only.
For additional project information, contact Jennifer Dorning, Project Public
“Still to come, there’s lots of trees and landscaping in the median and along Information Officer, at 239-338-7723 or jennifer.dorning@atkinsglobal.com.
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Above, ground is prepped Nov.
27 for installation of sidewalks
outside Burgundy Square Café
on Miami Avenue, with the
finished work Nov. 29 at left.
Photos: Burgundy Square Café
Top right, construction work on
Nassau Street. Right, vehicles
have returned in force to eastbound West Venice Avenue
since its opening in midNovember.
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Moore, Cautero sworn in to City Council

City Clerk Lori
Stelzer performs the
swearing-in
ceremony for
above, new
Council Member Helen
Moore, and at
left , current
Council Member Rich Cautero with his
wife Linda
looking on.

Helen Moore and Rich Cautero were sworn in to City Council Seats 3
and 4, respectively, on Nov. 27. This is Cautero’s second term.
City Clerk Lori Stelzer certified the election results at 8:30 a.m. The results from the City of Venice General Election held on Nov. 6, 2018, are as
follows:
For Council Member, Seat 3, three-year term, Fred Fraize received
6,428 votes. Helen Moore received 6,499 votes.
“Moore, with 50.27% of the votes cast, is declared the winner,” Stelzer
said.
For Council Member, Seat 4, three-year term, “Richard Cautero, running
unopposed, was deemed by state statute to have voted for himself and to
have won the seat by a majority of one,” Stelzer said to laughter from
those in Council chambers.
Moore attended Indiana State University and St. Mary of the Woods
College. She has spent almost 30 years as a Venice resident, community
volunteer, and leader in the real estate business. She served on the Venice Planning Commission from 2013-2018, and on the City's Code Enforcement Board prior to that.
A Realtor since 1992, she is with Michael Saunders & Company. She is a
past president and Realtor of the Year with the Venice Area Board of Realtors, where she serves as Treasurer. She has also held many positions of
leadership in the Florida Realtor Association for over 20 years.
Moore is involved in Venice Area Beautification Inc. as a Board member
and Treasurer. Helping build VABI's Urban Forest is also on her list of civic
activities. She is a member of Venice MainStreet and the Venice Chamber,
and is a charter member of the South County Tiger Bay Club.
Her family connections are still strong in her previous home town of
Terre Haute, Ind., where her son, daughter-in-law and two granddaughters live, and in Baltimore, Md., where her daughter, son-in-law and two
more grandchildren reside.
Cautero was elected in 2015. He holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting and a master’s degree in business administration, finance and
Continued on page 7
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Christmas Boat Parade is Dec. 1
The 30th Annual Venice Christmas Boat Parade sets sail on Saturday, Dec. 1 in the
Intracoastal Waterway. Boats get underway at 6 p.m. Everyone is welcome and all
boaters are invited to join in the fun.
The parade starts just north of the Albee Road bridge. There are public viewing
areas on the Gulf side of the waterway and restaurants opposite. The parade continues down the Intracoastal and out to the channel marker in the jetties before
turning around. Viewing is available on both sides of the jetties in this area. If you
are coming by boat there are plenty of spots along the way to drop anchor (please
refrain from parking in the parade route). As the parade continues south there are
miles of public viewing on both sides of the Intracoastal. Parade turn-around is before the Circus Bridge.
Remember to get there early. For Venice island, when the 2 north bridges go up,
the Circus Bridge remains down for vehicular traffic only. This remains in effect until
such time that the 2 north bridges are reopened to vehicular traffic.
For a map of the parade route or additional information, please visit
www.venicechristmasboatparade.com.

City Council, from page 6

County Coastal Advisory Committee, and is a member of the Venice MainStreet Board of Directors. He also served as Vice Mayor on City Council for
investments from Hofstra University in Long Island, N.Y.
2017.
He has extensive experience in the corporate, nonprofit and government
He and his wife Linda moved to Venice in 2006. They have two grown sons.
sectors, including a 30-year career at Kraft Foods and its former corporate
“It’s certainly an honor and a privilege to serve as Council Member, serving
parent, the Altria Group. Some of his roles included vice president of finance the citizens of Venice,” Cautero said after the swearing-in, thanking his wife
for corporate planning and strategy at Altria, and chief financial officer and
Linda and the volunteers who supported his campaign. “All cities have chalcontroller at Maxwell House Division at Kraft.
lenges, and we’re no exception. It’s very important to foster cooperation to
Before being elected to City Council, Cautero served on the city’s Fire Pen- come to viable solutions.”
sion Board. He was a member of the All Faiths Food Bank Board of Directors
Said Moore, “Thank you to everyone who has been so encouraging, so genand Finance Committee, and a member of the Board of Directors and Finance erous, so helpful. Your friendship, and being there — it just means a lot to
Committee for Ann’s Place, a cancer support and health services nonprofime.
organization.
“I really look forward to this job and making everyone proud of our city.”
Cautero serves as liaison to the Historic Preservation Board, the Sarasota

Page 8

Venice City E-News

December 2018

Utilities supervisor helps woman get piece of family history
The City is appreciative of Addie Woodmancy, a young woman
who wrote the Utilities Department the nice thank-you note at
right.
Addie was walking on the island of Venice recently and found

an old valve cover that was made by her grandfather’s company
many years ago. She asked if it was possible for her to have the
cover as part of her family history.
Field Operations Supervisor Dave Abene replaced it with a newer valve cover and gave Addie the old one. We're happy to help,
Addie!
— Provided by Stacy McKenzie-Grant
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City Adopt-a-Park program sees 9 parks assigned
The City of Venice is pleased to announce that 9 parks have been assigned
since the Adopt-a-Park Program was launched by Public Works Department
in October. They are: Centennial Park, Graser Park, Heritage Park, Higel Marine Park, Mundy Park, Ruscelletto Park, Venezia Park, Venice Fishing Pier
and West Blalock Park (Arboretum).
Only 13 parks remain to be assigned: City Hall Park, Dr. Fred Albee Park,
East Gate Park, Fountain Park, Granada Nolen Green, Harbor Nolen Green,
Humphris Park (South Jetty), John Nolen Park, Madrid Nolen Green, Michael
Biehl Park, Milan Nolen Green, Prentiss French Park and Ponce De Leon
Park. This program is for interested citizen groups, schools and businesses to
assist the City in beautifying its parks by volunteering to pick up trash and
litter, cleaning various park amenities and performing other minor maintenance tasks. Interested participants would need to commit their services at
the selected park a minimum of four times a year, beginning after Jan. 1,
2019. The City will provide a 12”x18” sign in the selected park to recognize Dr. Fred Albee Park at 245 St. Augustine Ave. near Nassau Street.
the participating group or business.
To download an application package, go to https://www.venicegov.com/government/public-works/parks. Please send completed applications by email or
hard copy to the attention of Tricia Matero, PMatero@Venicegov.com; City of Venice Public Works Department, 221 S. Seaboard Ave., Venice, FL 34285. You
can also call Tricia at 941-882-7362. Adopt-a-Park applications will be evaluated in the order they are received.
Adopt your favorite park today!

AT YOUR SERVICE
The following individuals have been appointed to serve on City boards:
Beth Flerlage, appointed to the Public Art Advisory Board, to serve a term
from Nov. 13, 2018, until Nov. 30, 2021.
Maryjo Floryjanski, appointed to the Public Art Advisory Board, to serve a
term from Dec. 1, 2018, until Nov. 30, 2021.
C. Richard Hale, appointed to the Planning Commission to complete the

term of Helen Moore, from Nov. 27, 2018, until Jan. 31, 2019.
Nick Flerlage, appointed to the Code Enforcement Board, to serve a term
from Nov. 27, 2018, until Nov. 30, 2021.
Elizabeth Mogford, appointed to the Economic Development Advisory
Board to complete the term of Paul Moseley, from Nov. 27, 2018, until March
31, 2021.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

At left, Mayor John Holic reads a proclamation naming Nov. 27, 2018,
#GivingTuesday during the Nov. 13 City Council meeting, presented to
Marie LaBrosse and Loretta Martin, Steering Committee Co-chairs, SWFL
Voices of Giving. Above left, Jim Foubister, Director of Serve Florida, and
Captain Jamie Bell of the Salvation Army, stand with a proclamation given

to them Nov. 13 by Mayor Holic proclaiming Nov. 5-15, 2018, as the
Mayors' Feed the Hungry Food Drive. Above, outgoing Council Member
Fred Fraize is recognized for his public service by Mayor Holic and his fellow Council Members during the Nov. 13 meeting.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Above and below, surrounded by her co-workers in the Utilities Department,
Stacy McKenzie-Grant, Water Plant Office Manager, receives her 20-year Service Award and pin from Mayor John Holic at the Nov. 27 Council meeting.
Venice Fire Lt. Steve Worobel is promoted to Battalion Chief during the Nov.
27 City Council meeting as his wife Kelli and Fire Chief Shawn Carvey look on.
Worobel was sworn in by Mayor John Holic, then his wife pinned on his new
badge.

At left, as his father Ted looks on, Venice Firefighter/EMT Tyler Eaton is promoted to
Lieutenant during the Nov. 27 Council meeting, with Mayor Holic swearing Eaton in.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
The City Police and Fire Departments held a Veterans Day Ceremony at the start of the Nov. 13 City
Council meeting. Below, Fire Lt. Craig Runck and
Master Police Officer Paul Joyce present the colors;
right, Deputy Fire Chief Frank Giddens rings a bell
for those lost; below right, Police Chief Tom
Mattmuller pays his respects.

VPD Administrative Coordinator Brittany Kammerer
also played a video montage of City staff who have
served in the military; including, from top, Michael
Reeves, Will Smith, John
Short and Addie Paul.
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Tips for residents to fertilize less, enjoy Florida more
Summer: June 1 – Sept. 30

Winter: Oct. 1 – May 31

No to N: Fertilizers containing nitrogen and phos-

Watch the Weather: Don’t fertilize before a

phorous are prohibited in the summer.

storm. It won’t help your plants … it’ll go down

Pump Iron: Use products containing iron and micronutrients to stay green in the summer.
Keep Clippings: Only rain down the drain, keep
those grass clippings on the lawn.
Create Compost: Use your clippings and veggie
waste to give your garden a boost.
Floridify your yard: Florida plants require little care,
fertilizer and water. They were made for paradise!
Mow high for less stress: Mowing short stresses
grass and makes it vulnerable to disease, pests and
drought.

the drain.
Grow with Slow: Use at least 50% slow release
Nitrogen. It releases nutrients when the plants
need it so you don’t waste it.
Keep the Water Blue: Keep fertilizer 10 feet away
from lakes, ponds and rivers.
Skip the P: Phosphorous is already naturally
found in our soil, no need to add more.
Keep on the Grass: Spread the fertilizer on the
grass with a deflector shield or edge guard. You
don’t want to help the weeds grow on the sidewalk, do you?

For more information visit: www.venicegov.com
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Understanding stormwater and the environment

Continued on page 15
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Understanding stormwater and the environment (con’t)

Recipe for homemade weed killer
1/4 cup of Dawn dishwashing liquid
1 cup of Epsom salts

1 gallon of white distilled vinegar
Mix together, then pour into a pump sprayer
for application. For best results, apply during
the sunniest time of the day and not within 2
hours of rainfall.
Note: Old-fashioned weed pulling is still the most
environmentally friendly method!
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Venice Museum Open House accompanies Annual Blalock Tree Lighting
The Venice Museum & Archives is hosting its Annual Holiday Open House
from 5-7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 8 with refreshments at the historic Triangle
Inn, just across the street from the Venice Area Beautification Inc.- sponsored
Holiday Tree Lighting Celebration at the Monty Andrews Arboretum in West
Blalock Park.
You can visit the permanent exhibit “Venice’s Inhabitants,” featuring the
story of Venice area from the early Native Americans to many who contributed to the modern development of the City of Venice now over 90 years old.
Also on display is the seasonal exhibit, “Snook Haven: The History of Movies,
Mischief, and Music on the Myakka,” the story of this legendary fish camp
turned restaurant.
The VMA Open House is a great family, friends and neighbors event! Refreshments are free and museum entrance is always at no charge. Come join

Above, the Venice Museum & Archives during last year’s Holiday Open House.
At right, a lighted tree in West Blalock Park in December 2017.

the VMA to begin your holiday celebrations!
For more information, contact the Venice Museum & Archives at 941-4862487 or visit the VMA at 351 Nassau St. on the Cultural Campus in Venice,
near the Venice Community Center and the new Venice Library.
At the same time, VABI will hold its 12th annual Holiday Tree Lighting at
West Blalock Park, with music beginning at 4:45 p.m. Santa will be making an
appearance, there will be crafts for the kids, entertainment, refreshments,
and for the first time this year there will be a Children’s Tree. VABI is asking
children to make an ornament and bring it with them that evening to help
decorate their tree. At dark, organizers will flip the switch and light up the
Arboretum.
Starting Dec. 8, the park will be lighted nightly through the evening of Dec.
31. If you would like to decorate your own tree, please call 941-207-8224 for
more information.
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Sign up for CodeRED phone notifications
Hurricane season runs June 1 through Nov. 30 — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and
social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September 2017, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety
app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.
If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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Take our Flood Questionnaire
The City of Venice Engineering Department is dedicated to providing our residents information about flood hazards and your abilities to reduce your risk.
Please fill out our Flood Questionnaire here. It is a great way for us to see how we can serve you better.

1. What is your flood zone?

A. VE

C. X shaded

B. AE

D. X unshaded

E. I don’t know

If you don’t know your flood zone, do you know where to find it? _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Do you have flood insurance? Is it contents coverage, building coverage or both?
A. Yes, contents coverage

C. Yes, building and contents

B. Yes, building coverage

D. No, I do not have flood insurance

3. If there was a flood tomorrow would you feel prepared to handle it?
Yes

No

4. How would you prepare for a flood event? _______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Have you visited our offices in City Hall, our website or the Venice Library lately for information about flood risk, flood
safety, flood insurance or the community rating system (CRS)?
Yes

No

Continued on page 19
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Take our Flood Questionnaire (con’t)
6. What would you like to learn more about relating to flood risk, flood safety, flood insurance or the community rating
system (CRS)?
A. Flood risk

C. Flood insurance

B. Flood safety

D. Community rating system (CRS)

E. Other

7. Do you have flooding issues in your neighborhood?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Do you have flooding issues on your property?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Any suggestions you believe would help mitigate flood issues?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What neighborhood or what street do you live on? _______________________________________________________
11. Do you have any additional comments or concerns?_______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for participating in our Flood Questionnaire. This survey can be dropped off at City Hall Information Desk, 401 W. Venice Ave., Attn: Kathryn Harring; or emailed to kharring@venicegov.com. For more info, call 941-882-7412. You can also take this survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/veniceflood.
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VENICE HOLIDAY PARADE
The annual Holiday Parade on Nov. 24 was diverted slightly
this year to Tampa Avenue due to ongoing construction on

Venice Mayor

West Venice Avenue, part of the Downtown Beautification

John Holic and

Project. Tens of thousands of adults and children packed

his wife Pam

the parade route, enjoying some early holiday cheer.

ride the route

in the firetruck bucket.
Photo: Joseph
John Orchulli
II/Venice
Gondolier-Sun

Venice Police
Officer Seth Kenny
plays the bagpipes
along the parade
route on Tampa

Avenue.
Herald-Tribune
Staff Photo by
Thomas Bender
City Solid Waste Equipment Operator Emmanuel Everett sings Christmas carols on the Public
Works float. Photo: Joseph John Orchulli II/
Venice Gondolier-Sun
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VENICE HOLIDAY PARADE

Police Service Aide Willie Acosta portrays a Grinch behind bars.

Herald-Tribune Staff Photo by Thomas Bender
At left, Council Member Mitzie Fiedler and
husband Bruce and
Council Member Rich
Cautero and wife Linda ride in the VPD Marine Unit boat during
the Nov. 24 Holiday

Parade. At right, Historical Resources staff
ride in “Old Betsy,” the
City’s historic 1927
firetruck. Photo:
Joseph John Orchulli II/
Venice Gondolier-Sun

Photo: Joseph John Orchulli II/
Venice Gondolier-Sun
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Know the rules before your dog dines
Dog Friendly Dining is allowed in the City of Venice within certain designated outdoor portions of restaurants.
In order to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the public, a restaurant is prohibited from having any dog on its premises unless it possesses a valid city permit for Dog Friendly Dining. All permits issued
are subject to the following requirements, according to the city code:
* All restaurant employees shall wash their hands promptly after petting or otherwise handling any dog.
Employees shall be prohibited petting or otherwise handling any dog while serving food or beverages, or handling tableware or before entering other parts of the restaurant.
* Patrons in a designated outdoor area shall be advised that they should wash their hands before eating.
Waterless hand sanitizers shall be provided at all tables there.
* Employees and patrons shall be instructed that they shall not allow dogs to come into contact with tabletops, serving dishes, utensils, tableware, linens, paper products, or any other items involved in food service
operations.
* Dogs shall not be allowed to eat any food.
* Patrons shall keep their dogs on a leash at all times and keep their pets under reasonable control.
* Dogs shall not be allowed on chairs, tables or other furnishings.
* All table and chair surfaces shall be cleaned and sanitized with an approved product between seating of patrons. Spilled fo od and drink shall be removed from the floor or ground between seatings as well.
* Accidents involving dog waste shall be cleaned immediately and the area sanitized with an approved product. A kit with the appropriate materials for
this purpose shall be kept near the designated outdoor area.
* At least one sign reminding employees of Doggie Dining rules shall be posted in a conspicuous location frequented by employ ees within the restaurant.
* At least one sign reminding patrons of the rules shall be posted in a conspicuous location within the designated outdoor ar ea.
* At all times while the designated outdoor section of the restaurant is available to patrons and their dogs, at least one sign shall be posted in a conspicuous and public location near the entrance to the designated outdoor area, to place patrons on notice that the section is currently available to patrons accompanied by their dog.
* Dogs shall not be permitted to travel through indoor or undesignated outdoor portions of the restaurant, and ingress and egress to the designated outdoor area shall not require entrance into or passage through any indoor or undesignated outdoor portion of the eatery.
* All restaurants participating in the Dog Friendly Dining program shall provide and maintain a drinking water station for patrons' dogs and dogs in general.
Anyone at a restaurant observing these rules being broken – such as dogs on patrons’ laps or eating food at the table, or servers not washing their hands
after touching a dog – should contact the city Code Enforcement Department by calling 941-486-2626. If you have the city’s SeeClickFix issue management
app downloaded to your smartphone, you can send a complaint to the city immediately that way, including a picture of the out-of-compliance canine if
you wish. To download the app, go to your device’s app store and select “Venice Connect.”
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Residents’ how-to guide for garbage and bulk pickup
City of Venice residents receive twice-weekly collection of an unlimited
amount of properly prepared household garbage for a monthly fee of $11.07.
Residents are charged for garbage and recycling collection regardless of
usage.
Here is how to prepare garbage for collection:
• Place items curbside by 7 a.m. on the day of collection
• Garbage cans must be 35 gallons or smaller (unless your community is in the
city’s pilot program for automated trash collection)
• Each container or bag must weigh less than 40 pounds
• Recyclables and yard waste may not be mixed with garbage
• Hazardous waste should not be placed with garbage
The following items may be included with the garbage collection. A note
identifying the item as garbage must be securely attached to it:
• Barbecue grill, after propane tank has been removed
• Two‐wheeled bicycles
• Hollow interior doors
• Push lawn mowers with all fluids drained
• VCRs, DVD players and radios
• Televisions and computer monitors under 40 pounds
• Furniture items 2 feet by 4 feet or smaller and 40 pounds or less
These things can also go in the garbage:
• Empty containers, including aerosol cans
• Dry paint can
• Alkaline batteries
Used motor oil and filters may also be discarded. Place oil in see‐through plastic beverage containers with a screw‐on cap and filters in sealed plastic bags.
Limit 5 gallons of oil and 5 oil filters per week. Place containers on curb on regular garbage collection day. Do not place oil or filters in the garbage or in the
recycling bins.
These things may not be included with the regular garbage collection:
• Large appliances
• Furniture
• Construction materials
• Tires (may be taken to the landfill for a fee)

• Fluorescent bulbs
• Hypodermic needles and syringes
• Yard waste
• Printers, scanners and fax machines (may be taken to the hazardous waste
center at Jackson Road or Knights Trail for free)
The City of Venice is not responsible for lost lids or broken garbage cans. Do
not use buckets, boxes or other containers as garbage cans. Any item or unapproved container placed curbside on the day of the collection is at risk of being collected as garbage. Residents who have difficulty getting containers to
the curb due to health-related issues may request handicap collection services
by calling 941-486‐2422.
The five holidays when the landfill is closed and garbage, recycling and yard
waste will not be collected are:
• New Year’s Day, Jan. 1
• Independence Day, July 4
• Labor Day, the first Monday in September
• Thanksgiving Day, the fourth Thursday in November
• Christmas Day, Dec. 25
All items are collected on the next regularly scheduled pickup day.
Bulk collections
Arrangements to collect household items too large to be part of the regular
garbage collection may be made by calling 941-486‐2422 to make an appointment for a special pickup. The charge is $20 per cubic yard for bulk garbage
collection. Place items at the curb or approved location for pickup.
Items included in bulk collections for a fee include: basketball poles, bathtubs and sinks, electronics such as computers and TVs, exercise equipment,
garage doors and openers, items not bagged, bundled or placed in cans, large
glass windows and tabletops, large mirrors, mailboxes on posts, mattresses,
picnic tables, riding lawn mowers, pianos and organs, playground equipment,
sliding glass doors, sheds, vehicle seats, fencing, and TVs over 40 pounds.
Although appliances, such as washers, dryers, refrigerators, freezers and airconditioners, are collected without charge, an appointment must be made
before setting them on the curb. Be sure to remove food and doors from refrigerators and freezers.
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Recycling guidelines for residents
Residents in the City of Venice are provided two
14-gallon red recycling bins for once-weekly collection. One bin is for paper materials and the other is
for commingled materials. Use only containers provided for recycling. The city is not responsible for
lost or broken carts or unapproved containers.
The fee for the recycling service is $10.36 per
month. Included in the fee is the collection of
properly prepared yard waste and two annual collections of bulk yard waste. To request recycling
bins, call 941-486‐2422.

down flat and placed next to or underneath the
bins. The boxes should be cut or folded so they are
4 feet by 2 feet or smaller.
Other items to include with cardboard are boxes
or cartons that contained crackers, cereal, frozen
food, dry food, beer, soda and shoes; and paper
towel and toilet paper rolls. These items can go in
the bin for paper, but must be separate from the
other materials in the bin. This information is available on the What‐Goes‐Where selection of the My‐
Waste App.

Products accepted in the paper bin:
• Catalogs, magazines and newspapers
These items are not collected as recycling in the
• Phone books, paperback books
current program and must be discarded in gar• Mail, including envelopes with windows
bage:
• Writing and office paper
• Ceramic items
• Shredded paper in paper grocery or clear plastic
• Pool and other chemicals containers
• Gift‐wrap and tissue paper
bags.
• Clothes hangers
Products accepted in commingled bin:
• Hard covered books
• Glass bottles and jars, all colors
• Pizza delivery boxes
• Aluminum cans, foil and trays
• Plastic bags
• Steel tin cans with lids
• Plastic toys
• Aerosol cans, empty
• Styrofoam peanuts, cups, plates, egg cartons
• Drink boxes, straws removed
*NOTE: Publix offers bins for recycling plastic
• Milk and juice boxes
bags and Styrofoam.
• Plastic bottles with necks and recycle symbols 1,
5, or 7
SPECIAL ITEMS
• Butter or margarine tubs and plastic deli trays
Used motor oil and filters
• Flower pots
• Place oil in see‐through plastic beverage conNote: Bottle tops should be removed and placed
tainers
with a screw‐on cap and filters in sealed
in the garbage.
plastic bags.
Corrugated cardboard boxes should be broken
• Limit 5 gallons of oil and 5 oil filters per week.

• Place containers on curb on regular garbage
collection day. Do not place oil or filters in the garbage or in the recycling bins.
Needle disposal
Sarasota County offers free collection containers
for the disposal of needles and lancets. These
should never be put in regular garbage collections
or recycling bins. For more information, call the Sarasota County Health Department at 941-861-6133.
Medication
Prescription and non‐prescription medications are
not accepted in garbage and recycling collections.
They may be brought to the Venice Police Station,
1350 Ridgewood Ave. for disposal. Keep them in the
original containers.

At right, examples of recycled
items in the
paper bin, top,
and the
comingled bin,
bottom.
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Longtime Venice volunteer honored
Longtime Venice resident Corky Dalton was honored on Nov. 7 at the 30th Annual Keep
Sarasota County Beautiful Volunteer Awards Recognition Dinner. Dalton received the Dorothy Bombera Award for his outstanding leadership in guiding and inspiring Team Keep
Venice Beautiful (KVB), a volunteer arm of Venice Area Beautification Inc. (VABI).
Through his leadership, Dalton has built a “go-to” group of volunteers that both the City
and County have come to rely on to supplement their efforts in caring for parks, trails and
green spaces in the Venice area. The group works more than 45 weeks annually and
logged roughly 2,600 volunteer hours this past year.
“Team KVB efforts, under Corky's leadership, have made a big difference in area public
spaces, keeping our City fresh for our citizens and our visitors and doing work that our
limited City staff would never have had the time to do,” said Linda Kenfield of the Venice
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. Through partnerships with the Venice City Public
Works Department and the Sarasota County Parks, Recreation and Natural Resource De-

partment, Team KVB has been able to remove an every increasing amount of debris from
work sites. The group removed about 500 truckloads of brush during the past year, more
than three times the amount in 2015.

Corky Dalton displays his Keep Sarasota County Beautiful Award.
Photo: Team KVB

“I've worked with volunteers for many years, and I've never met a volunteer who leads
and brings people together like Corky does,” says Megan Eidel, Sarasota County's Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Trails Coordinator. “The amount of
time and effort Team KVB puts into making our community better is quite incredible. You can't have a volunteer group that accomplishes so much, all while
being safe, fun, and productive, without a leader like Corky.”
The theme of this year's Volunteer Awards Recognition Dinner was “Back to the Future.” The Dorothy Bombera Award recognizes an exceptional individual

who has exemplified dedication toward keeping Sarasota County beautiful. The award was named after a former leader of Team Keep Venice Beautiful, formerly known as the Pepper Patrol.
Team KVB is one of three volunteer groups that VABI maintains to make Venice a more beautiful place to live, work, and play. To volunteer or learn more,
email VABI at admin@vabi.org or call 941-207-8224.
— Provided by Cindy Lodge, Team KVB
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Above and below, on Nov. 15, 26 Team KVBers installed mulch in Heritage
Park — including dressing up the Venice Avenue Bromeliad Garden — then
moved on to some light pruning. The volunteers filled 7 truckloads with cutAbove and at left, on Nov.
8, 21 members of Team
KVB (Keep Venice Beautiful) removed 14 truckloads
of cuttings from the Venetian Waterway Park trail
adjacent to Venice High

School. The City of Venice
is appreciate of these hardworking volunteers’ efforts!

tings, including from Centennial Park. Photos: Team KVB
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Report city issues with just a few clicks
The City of Venice uses SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, which allows
citizens to quickly report various issues to city officials like potholes, roadside
junk, code violations, and traffic signal/
sign problems’ to name a few.
SeeClickFix will assign your issue to the
appropriate department. Registered
SeeClickFix users will receive an email when there is an update and can also
come back to check the status of a submitted ticket at any time. It’s as easy as
that! With the free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, citizens are able to
provide city staff with a picture of the area and enter specific descriptions
about the issue which is valuable in getting the job done efficiently. In addition, the SeeClickFix platform provides city officials with a centralized issue
management system to monitor progress of submitted issues from creation to
resolution and also allows us to engage citizens throughout the process.
The City has been using SeeClickFix since 2016 and has processed over nearly 1,500 issues. During the past few years, your issues submitted on
SeeClickFix have helped the city handle exposed wires that needed immediate
attention, roadside junk needing to be picked up, code violations, awareness
of speeders in residential areas’ and having street lights fixed and/or replaced. You are our eyes and ears and we value your assistance with maintaining the safety and beauty of Venice.
Did you know?
When a ticket is submitted to SeeClickFix, it captures the location you are
in at the time of submission. As a result, please make sure that you are
providing the specific location of the issue being reported by either submitting
the issue at that exact location OR by entering the location address in the description of issue.
You can attach a photo when submitting your issue. Photos are incredibly
helpful to us here at the city. It allows us to quickly identify the problem area
being reported and ensure that work crews are safely being sent to the right
location.
The City works closely with the Sarasota County Contact Center, Florida
Power & Light (FPL) and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT).

Many times the city receives issues that fall under the jurisdiction of one of
these agencies. We can forward the issue submitted to us directly to Sarasota
County using the SeeClickFix app OR we personally reach out to FDOT and/or
FPL with matters that fall under their jurisdiction. Having effective communication with these agencies is key in making sure we continue to maintain the
safety of our citizens and guests here in the City of Venice. In addition, we
continue to monitor and do follow ups with our counterparts to ensure these
issues are handled in a timely manner.
Important side note information
We do our best here at the city to ensure we handle all tickets promptly;
however, there are times that we may need sufficient time to complete certain requests. In addition, we do receive tickets that are “recommendations”
rather than something that needs to be fixed. Although we do value your recommendations, we are unable to keep the ticket open but have noted them
and have forwarded them to the appropriate department for their review.
City Hall is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we can be
reached at 941-486-2626.
If you have questions or need further assistance with the SeeClickFix website, please contact Shirley Gibson at 941-882-7439 or by email at
sgibson@venicegov.com
Law enforcement issues are considered an emergency nature and need to
be reported directly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. The nonemergency number is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be
reported at 941-486-2770. Animal concerns such as raccoons or coyotes
should NOT be entered into SeeClickFix. For more information on these issues, call the Wildlife Center of Venice at 941-484-9657 or Sarasota County
Sheriff’s Animal Services at 941-861-9500.
Sign me up!
SeeClickFix is available as an app for Android or iPhone. Select SeeClickFix
from your app store on your device. There is also a link to the program at the
top of the homepage on the city’s website, www.venicegov.com (above the
search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice
— Provided by Shirley Gibson
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AROUND TOWN
While home from college, 2 local Girl Scout alumni planted poinsettias in the garden and bridge at the Venice Museum & Archives. Their
Girl Scout Troop 542 created the garden approximately 8 years ago
and has maintained it since, which included planting poinsettias every Christmas season. Two of the graduated troop members, Bekah
Horsley and Emily Mioduszewski, wanted to continue giving back to
the community and while on break from their colleges decided to
carry on and plant poinsettias themselves. Their hope is to keep
planting the annual tradition of their now graduated Troop 542 as
long as they are in or visiting the area in the future. Thank you ladies!
Photos: Allison Horsely

Boy Scout Troop 77 collected about 225 pounds of canned goods and $823.22 in
cash during the Nov. 24 Holiday Parade downtown. The cash is up from previous
years, according to Bob Nemitz with the Troop. "Historically, we collect around
$200," he said. All food and funds were donated to the South County Food Pantry.
Thanks to all who donated!
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Venice Police PSA Willie Acosta
and VPD Communications Manager Jack Chappa pose with Erik Estrada — Ponch from the classic TV

show “CHiPs” — at the recent International Association of Chiefs of
Police Conference in Orlando.

Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator Darlene Culpepper takes a selfie with participants in the City’s monthly 6-mile bike ride around the island on Nov. 14. The
next ride is set for 10 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 12. Just bring your bicycle and a
helmet to City Hall!
Police Chief Tom Mattmuller serves lunch to
students at Venice Elementary School on Nov.
16.
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City Historical Resources
Manager Harry Klinkhamer narrates the Nokomis
Trolley Tour on Nov. 17.
Harry is pictured with Dorothy Korwek of Venice
Heritage.

Venice City Hall and Venice Municipal Airport are collection
points this year for the Marine Toys for Tots Program.
Members of the community are asked to drop new, unwrapped toys in these collection boxes. At Christmas, the
toys are distributed to needy children in the community.
Citizens are asked to drop off toys by the 2nd week of December. For more information on the program, or to make
a financial donation online, visit https://toysfortots.org/.

Utilities Plant
Operator Tony
Lynch takes
field samples on
Nov. 21.
Rich Cautero was selected as
Vice Mayor by his fellow
Council Members at the Nov.
28 board meeting.
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Water Main Replacement Program, Phase 5 project update
All of the new water main has been installed to replace old mains located in rear property easements, approximately 9,610 linear feet. The following is the
majority of work scheduled in December for the City of Venice Utilities Water Main Replacement Program, Phase 5:
Testing, flushing, and clearance of new water mains and connections to the existing distribution system. Nokomis Ave S. between Indian Ave. and Sovrano
Rd., Guild Dr. between Golf Dr. and Fairway Blvd., S. Tamiami Trl. between Golf Dr. and San Marco Dr., and Fairway Blvd. between S. Tamiami Trl. and Golf Dr.
Relocate service lines and meters on private property, install applicable backflow protection, and connect: Pensacola Rd. between Nassau St. S. and Nokomis Ave. S., Pensacola Rd. and Salerno St. between Harbor Dr. S. and Nassau St. S., Venezia Pkwy., Sorrento St., Serata St. between Sovrano Rd. and San Marco
Dr., and Nokomis Ave. S. between Indian Ave. and Sovrano Rd.
Boil water notices: Some water shutdowns will be necessary to perform the work. As a precautionary measure, boil water advisories are required wh en an
interruption in service causes customers to have low or no water pressure. Advisories are provided via a door hanger to affected properties. Notices are posted
on the City’s website and entered into the CodeRED emergency notification system; more information the
CodeRED system can be found on page 17 of this newsletter.
History: The City has many areas where the water mains are aged, very tuberculated, undersized, and located
in rear easements of commercial and residential properties. Installing new replacement water mains and relocating associated service lines and meters to the front or side rights-of-way allow City staff proper operation and
maintenance of the distribution system.
Funding: A substantial portion of this phase is jointly funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and
Florida Department of Environmental Protection through the EPA Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Loan Program that is administered by the FDEP. The EPA’s loan programs operate around the country to provide states and
communities the resources to maintain and improve the infrastructure that protects our valuable water resources
nationwide. Phase 5 includes approximately 9,610 LF of new water main, 160 water services and meters to be relo- New water main and valve
cated, 36 valves, and 7 fire hydrants. The new water mains improve overall integrity to the existing system, fire protection in many areas, customer water pressure and water quality. The project limits are roughly bounded by Turin St. W. to San Marco Dr. between Harbor Dr.
S. and Nokomis Ave. S., and Golf and Guild Drives east of S. Tamiami Trl. on the Island of Venice.
For information specific to your property, contact Cynthia Fitzpatrick, Utilities Project Coordinator, at 941-882-7290.
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Bikes vs. cars — respect each other
More and more people all over the country are using bicycles to get around, whether recreation, fitness or commuting. Bikes are lightweight and portable
and have low impact on the environment. However, some drivers feel that bicycles do not belong on the road.
In Florida, the bicycle is legally defined as a vehicle and the bicyclist as a driver. Therefore, bicyclists have the same rights to the
roadways and must obey the same traffic laws as the drivers of other vehicles. This means cyclists must stop at stop signs, red lights,
pay attention to their surroundings, and signal turns. This
also means that drivers need to be prepared to yield to a
cyclist in any situation that they would yield to another
driver.
Bicyclists should not be judged by a few bad riders.
Sure there are some that run red lights or ride unsafely
DARLENE CULPEPPER

but that is not a reason to ban all cyclists from the road.
After all, if we applied that same logic to cars, nobody

would be allowed to drive.
How can we share the road with bicycles?
It’s our responsibility as drivers to be aware of our surroundings and do our part
to safely share the road. Remember, a car weighs about 200 times as much as a
bike. If you hit one, it’s the rider who is likely to be seriously injured. The most
common collision is when a car is passing or turning.


Be sure to leave 3 feet for safety. When passing a cyclist there should be 3 feet
between the side of your car and the position of the bicycle. If there is not

enough room, slow down and pass when it is safe.


Look before opening your door. Cyclists are required to ride along the right side of the roadway except when turning or avoiding obstacles. If your car is
parked along a curb, this presents a hazardous situation when a cyclists approaches.



Watch for bike lanes and potential hazards to bicyclists. The more you can predict, the safer you can keep yourself. Take notice of potholes, debris, parked
cars, etc. that may impact the path of the bicyclists and make the proper maneuvers to avoid them.
Continued on page 33
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SCAT hosting public workshops starting Dec. 4
Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) is hosting public workshops in December to gather input on proposed service changes in the cities of North Port, Venice, Sarasota and the Town of Longboat Key. The proposed service changes are aimed at improving SCAT service and address budget impacts, and are not related to the request for proposal for privatizing transit operations.
Changes are being considered to the following routes and services: Route 13 serving Venice and South Venice; Route 23 serving Venice Island Loop; Route
18 serving downtown Sarasota and Longboat Key Bay Isles; Elimination of route 100X with stops at the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, downtown
Sarasota and North Port; modifying of Saturday services times to Sunday services times.
In the Venice area, community workshops will be held at the following locations:
* Tuesday, Dec. 4, noon-1:30 p.m. at the Francis T. Bourne Jacaranda Public Library, 4143 Woodmere Park Blvd., South Venice
* Wednesday, Dec. 5, 5-6:30 p.m. at the Venice Community Center, 326 Nokomis Ave. S.
For more information, call the Sarasota County Contact Center 941-861-5000 or visit scgov.net.

Respect, from page 32



Be careful at intersections. Commonly, drivers turning right fail to notice bikes on the right side of the road approaching from behind. Drivers turning left may not notice a cyclist approaching from the other side. Before making your
turn, scan the intersection entirely and yield to oncoming cyclists.



PAY ATTENTION! It cannot be stressed enough to be aware of your surroundings, be aware of the road you are traveling on. Does it have a bike lane? Does it have sharrows (pictured at right)? Even if it doesn’t have either of these,
there still might be cyclists and they have every right to be there. Bicycles are narrow and can be easy to miss if
you’re distracted while driving. When approaching traffic lights and stop signs, always make sure it’s clear before you
proceed.
When approaching a cyclist on the road, slow down, be calm and courteous and share the road patiently. This will help

you avoid a collision that could cost you your license, or someone else their life.
Darlene Culpepper is the Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator for the City of Venice. She leads a 6-mile bicycle ride around the
Island of Venice at 10 a.m. the second Wednesday of every month. The next ride, open to the public, will be Dec. 12. Just
bring your bike and a helmet to City Hall! You can email Darlene for more information at dculpepper@venicegov.com.
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Venice Performing Arts Center

140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com

390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com

1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com

“South Pacific”
Oct. 26-Dec. 2

“Pen Women Exhibition”

“Tis the Season”
Venice Chorale
Dec. 2

“The Santaland Diaries”
Nov. 30-Dec. 23
“Dwight Icenhower’s Tribute to The King”
Dec. 2-3
“A Christmas Carol”
Dec. 14-20
“The Sounds of Christmas”
Dec. 21-22

“The Capitol Steps”
Dec. 29-31
“See Rock City”
Jan. 4-20
“Always … Patsy Cline”
Jan. 11-Feb. 3

Nov. 16-Dec. 14
“Bling Thing Jewelry Show and Sale”
Dec. 1
“Holiday Tea”
Dec. 7
“Black, White, and One Color”
Dec. 21-Jan. 18
“Artrageous”
Jan. 21-24

“The Gift of Music”
Venice Concert Band
Dec. 3
“The Nutcracker”
Dec. 8-9
“Holiday Pops Concert”
Venice Symphony
Dec. 14-15

“An Afternoon of Operetta”
Dec. 16
“Strauss, Schumann and Mendelssohn”
Venice Symphony
Jan. 11-12
“Decades Rewind”
Jan. 19
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Help needed for Mayors’
Feed the Hungry Program
The Mayors’ Feed the Hungry Program, in which the City of Venice

participates, relies upon the public for donations to provide food gift
cards during the holiday season to those in need. This year, donations have significantly been lower than in the past.
The program gives away $10 Publix food gift cards for the holidays
to people who register at the food pantries of our member organizations. Last year, organizers were able to give away $100,000 for
Thanksgiving and $60,000 for Christmas/Hanukkah. Even so, they
were not able to fill all requests.

This year, the request for food gift cards is even greater than last
year. The program just gave away $110,000 for Thanksgiving, using
up all the funding available. They were expecting another $60,000
to $100,000 to come in from their fund drive campaign to allow organizers to make another gift card distribution for Christmas/
Hanukkah, which did not materialize.
Program Executive Director Scott
Biehler is appealing to the public for
donations. They can be made online
at www.mayorsfeedthehungry.org,
or a check can be mailed to: Mayors’
Feed the Hungry, P.O. Box 1992, Sarasota, FL 34230-1992.
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Next ride is Dec. 12!
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JOIN THE URBAN FORESTERS

WATERING RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.

Watch city meetings
To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.

Greetings from the dedicated volunteers who do good work and have a
good time doing it! Come help the group tend to the new and growing Urban Forest, an endeavor of Venice Area Beatification Inc. Join the group
any Saturday morning between 8-10 a.m., just south of the Historic Train
Depot — look for the Urban Forest signs. For more information, visit http://
www.vabi.org/urban-forest.html.

In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button,
find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on
Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking
on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress.”
They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Frontier Channel 32).

Follow us on Facebook:
Venice, Florida Municipal Government
Like what you see? Please rate us 5
stars and leave us a review!

