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Members of the Venice Newcomers Club and other volunteers beautify Ponce De Leon
Park during Make a Difference Day Oct. 27.

The 6th annual Make A Difference
Day in Venice, held Saturday, Oct.
27, saw a record turnout of 447 people ranging in age from 6 to 86, according to organizer Jim Foubister of
Serve Florida. At local parks, volunteers raked, mulched, cleaned play
structures, repaired benches, built
picnic tables and trimmed vegetation, and prepared and served food
for 305 participants at the free Serve
Florida and One Christ Won City barbecue at Maxine Barritt Park.
“The weather was fantastic and
the energy of the volunteers was
nothing short of inspiring,” Foubister
said. “New friendships were made
and old friendships renewed.”
Playgrounds were made safer with
a generous covering of mulch, and
play structures and benches were
wiped down. More than 50 benches
had worn slats replaced. Fourteen
new picnic tables were constructed
for use by visitors and residents
alike. Thousands of tree limbs, inva-

To be placed on the newsletter distribution list, email city Public Information
Officer Lorraine Anderson at landerson@venicegov.com or call 941-882-7401.

Continued on page 2
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At left, mulch
spreading at East
Gate Park. At right,
Grace United Methodist Church members at Venezia
Park.

Make a Difference, from page 1

Church, Venice Middle School Young Marines, Student Leadership Academy,
city employees, Venice High School Student Government, VHS Transition
sive plants and weeds were removed. Nearly 1 ton of debris of every kind was Class, VHS Interact Club, and other members of Venice High.
collected and disposed of.
City employees from Parks and Utilities departments arrived at 5 a.m. to
Participating along with Serve Florida and One Christ Won City were: Mem- begin to deliver the material to the parks. Employees from City Hall welcomed
bers of the Venice Newcomers Club, Keep Venice Beautiful, Venice Area
and registered volunteers at the Venice Community Center.
Beautification Inc. (VABI), Grace Methodist Church (on the island), Corner“We are most honored to join together the faith-based community, schools,
stone Baptist, New Life Church, The Bridge, Sertoma Club, Community Assis- corporations, service clubs and groups for this cause,” Foubister said. “By
tance Ministry, South County Bar Association, Family Promise, Yoga on the
working together, we all can ’make a difference.’”
Beach, Fellowship Bible Church, Home Depot, Tri County Air Conditioning,
Venice Sign Shop, Venice Garden Club, Venice MainStreet, South Venice BapSee more photos, page 3
tist, Venice Church of the Nazarene, Christ United Methodist, Venice Bible
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY 2018

Clockwise from
left, work at John
Nolen Park; City
Hall employees
register volunteers
at the Community
Center; West
Blalock Park;
Ponce De Leon
Park.
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY 2018

Top left, Pastor Scott Hill, far
left, helps his Venice Bible
congregation landscape Fountain Park during the 2018
Make a Difference Day. Top
right, work at Mundy Park.
Below left, finished beautification at Ponce De Leon Park.
Below right, volunteers at
John Nolen Park.
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Venice Fire, Police help those devastated in the Panhandle
Following Hurricane Michael’s crushing blow to the Florida Panhandle when it made
landfall as a Category 4 storm Oct. 10, Venice Fire and Police Departments swung into
gear to help. During the Oct. 23 City Council meeting, staff from both departments gave a
presentation on their efforts.
That same day, Oct. 10, a unit was deployed from the Fire Department to Mexico
Beach, Fire Chief Shawn Carvey said.
“It was very humbling to see the damage,” Carvey said, narrating a PowerPoint presentation. “(The storm) could very easily have taken a right turn and progressed into our area. We were very fortunate on our end, but you can see the impact it had to the people
that lived and visited that area.”
The Venice Fire unit was part of a Region 6 strike team with Sarasota and North Port,
requested by the state, consisting of 5 ambulances, 5 brush trucks, 5 ladder trucks and 5
engines. Venice had one swap-out of personnel, sending 8 personnel total. In addition to
serving as the acting Fire Department for Mexico Beach, functions of the strike team included assisting with landing zones for supplies and helicopter transports, community
cleanup, technical operations with search and rescue, providing a presence for the community to allow them to feel safe during the recovery period, assisting residents with
getting debris and mud out of their houses, and acting as a liaison for any outside assistance.
Although the unit was demobilized on Oct. 24, Carvey said staff will continue to take
donations to those in need.
“Supplies and needs will change,” he said. “We’ve established communication with volunteers and faith-based organizations. We’ve collected over $3,000 to our Fire Benevolent Fund to assist with donations. The Cajun Navy is bringing in 4 tractor-trailer trucks of
Members of the Venice Police Department helped clean debris from

supplies to Panama City.

Hurricane Michael out of homes in the Panhandle.

“I’m very proud and honored to be a part of this,” Carvey added.
Continued on page 8
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Panhandle, from page 7

Other local donations included a U-Haul trailer donated by White Cement on
Seaboard and Brian Milford; Island Village Publix and David Waring, donating
supplies, and Off the Wagon, which collected 3 trailers of items.
The Venice Police Department identified the Blountstown Police Department as
an agency devastated by Michael, and collected numerous donations for members of the department and their community.
VPD Administrative Coordinator Brittany Kammerer explained to Council that
following the storm, tasked with pinpointing a department that needed help, she
called Panama City and Mexico City, but those agencies didn’t have any phone
service, so she started working her way north.
“Blountstown was the first police department to answer the phone,” Kammerer said. “I spoke with Pat, a secretary who had been there for 43 years. It’s a
small department with 12 officers and 6 civilians, and they lost everything.”
Police Chief Tom Mattmuller explained that during the storm, Blountstown PD
staff hunkered down in their facility with their families. Four constant hours of
high winds blew the police station’s roof off. The department was currently moving into a car dealership building, but it was devastated too. Staff was working
out of trailers, and was eventually able to move into a lawyer’s office converted
from a home.
Kammerer got a list of specific needs — a washing machine, clothes for chilSome of the donated items delivered to members of the Blountstown, Fla. Police
dren, formula, gas. Soon, VPD had received donations of 2 washing machines, 2
Department by the Venice Police Department.
dryers and 4 A/C wall units, and items continued to pour in. Lowe’s sold VPD everything they needed at store cost.
“It’s humbling,” she said of citizens’ generosity.
Police Chief Tom Mattmuller said those wishing to donate money to the Blountstown PD community can go to www.servefl.com, adding that VPD has
raised over $3,000 along with all the other items.
Master Police Officer Paul Joyce told Council that within 3-4 hours of announcing the donation drive, they had a trailer full of items. Joyce and Officer Paul
Freeman made a run up to Blountstown, which is about 15 miles inland, and met with the department’s Chief.
“They couldn’t speak when they opened the trailer and saw everything we had for them,” Joyce said.
The officers then went out with the Blountstown captain and toured the devastated city. Venice officers were later sworn in as Blountstown officers to handle calls.
“We will continue to go up there and help,” Mattmuller said. “We want to give them Thanksgiving dinner, and at Christmas time, an angel tree for their
kids. We know that Thanksgiving and Christmas are the last thing on their minds right now, but we’re thinking down the road for them.”
See more photos, page 9
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HELPING IN THE PANHANDLE

Above, a panoramic shot of
the devastation that greeted
Venice firefighters in Mexico
Beach. At left, Firemedic Eric
Putnal shakes the hand of a
young resident. At right, VPD
Master Police Officer Paul
Joyce, second from left, and
Police Officer Paul Freeman,
far right, with members of
the Blountstown Police Department.
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HELPING IN THE PANHANDLE

Clockwise from left, VPD officers
helped move the Blountstown
elementary school to the high
school so students could attend
classes; Firemedic Dru Miller with
a Mexico Beach resident; Venice
Fire helps with Panhandle recovery efforts; officers unpack a
trailer filled with donations for
the Blountstown Police community; Fire Chief Shawn Carvey, far
right, and members of his department with donations from
the community for Hurricane
Michael victims.
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Public Works launches Adopt-a-Park program
The City of Venice Public Works Department is proud to introduce
its new Adopt-a-Park Program. This program is for interested citizen
groups, schools and businesses to assist the City in beautifying its
parks by volunteering to pick up trash and litter, cleaning various
park amenities and performing other minor maintenance tasks.
Interested participants would need to commit their services at the
selected park a minimum of four times a year, beginning after Jan. 1,
2019. The City shall provide a 12-inch-by-18-inch sign in the selected
park to recognize the participating group or business. The City of
Venice is very excited about this partnership opportunity with the
groups and businesses in our community.
Information on the Adopt-a-Park Program and an application package can be found by going to the www.venicegov.com homepage,
hover on Services at top, click on Public Works, and choose Parks at
left.
Please send completed applications by email (PMatero@Venicegov.com) or hard copy to the attention of Tricia Matero, City of Venice Public Works Department, 221 S. Seaboard Ave., Venice, FL 34285. You can also call Tricia at 941-882-7362. Adopt-a-Park applications will be evaluated in the order they are
received.

AT YOUR SERVICE
The following individuals have been appointed or reappointed to serve on
Jon Barrick, reappointed to the Architectural Review Board, to serve a
City boards:
term from Nov. 1, 2018, until Oct. 31, 2021.
Joseph Neunder, appointed to the Historic Preservation Board, to serve a
Samantha Schanely, appointed as a student member to the Public Art Adterm from Oct. 9, 2018, until Sept. 30, 2021.
visory Board, to serve a term from Oct. 23, 2018, until Oct. 30, 2019.
Linda Kenfield Andrews, reappointed to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Terri Britton, reappointed to the Venice Housing Authority, to serve a term
Board,, to serve a term from Nov. 1, 2018, until Oct. 31, 2021.
from Nov. 1, 2018, until Oct. 31, 2022.
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City actions to help mitigate red tide
On Sept. 11, Venice City Council passed a resolution encouraging the non-use of fertilizers year-round — a direct response to citizens’ concerns about the
nutrients feeding red tide.
“The current red tide bloom and other algae and water related problems have heightened community concerns about water quality,” the resolution states.
“There is a need to develop a stronger knowledge of the connection between activities in yards, streets, and stormwater systems and natural water bodies
among all those who live, work and recreate in the City.”
The resolution goes on to state that where leaching and runoff of nutrients from improper or excess fertilization practices can contribute to nitrogen and
phosphorus pollution of the area’s water resources, the City finds that a voluntary disuse of the application of fertilizers year-round would improve water
quality.
The Sarasota County Fertilizer and Landscape Management Code currently prohibits the application of fertilizers containing nitrogen and/or phosphorus to
turf and/or landscape plants from June 1 through Sept. 30 in the City. Florida law partially preempts local governments from regulating the use of fertilizers.
Through the resolution, City Council encourages all persons, businesses, associations, clubs, and/or organizations to discontinue, year-round, the application of any fertilizer, including pesticide/fertilizer mixtures, containing nitrogen and/or phosphorus to turf, sod, lawns, trees, shrubs, groundcover, or any
other landscape plant.
The resolution also directs staff to develop an educational program for the residents, businesses, associations, clubs, and organizations of the City regarding the effects of fertilizer on water quality, methods to reduce fertilizer usage and the proper application and usage of fertilizer.
Current efforts so far regarding fertilizer education include:
* Fertilizer best practices fact sheets sent out in all City of Venice utility bills.
* Brochures available at City Hall.
* Information on fertilizer best practices in the City digital newsletter, which will continue to run.
* Pull-downs on fertilizer and Florida Friendly landscaping information on the City website homepage (venicegov.com) under “I Want To” and “Residents.”
* Box graphics of information posted on the City’s Facebook and Twitter social media accounts continuously.

* Presentations on Florida-Friendly Landscaping Basics in Council Chambers at City Hall, put on by the University of Florida/IFAS Extension and Sustainability Sarasota County. These workshops are free and open to the public. The next one is set for 6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 19.
At its Aug. 20 special meeting on red tide, Council had also taken the following action:
* Require all properties on septic systems in Venice city limits to convert to sewer hookups by December 2019.
Continued on page 13
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Red tide, from page 12

The Utilities Department has identified about 50 properties throughout City limits that are still on septic systems; fewer than 10 of those are on the island
of Venice. Utilities Director Javier Vargas plans to give a presentation before Council in January 2019 with a proposed plan of action, including estimated
costs.
* Direct staff to develop a plan for an outfall monitoring system for pollution by March 2019.

The City is negotiating a contract with a coastal engineering and environmental sampling team to conduct limited outfall water quality testing, outfall pollutant load estimates and recommendations for outfall prioritization while grant applications are being processed by the agency.
* Direct staff to place Florida Yards requirements in the LDRs (Land Development Regulations) for development by March 2019.
* Direct the city manager to research how to supplement Sarasota County cleanup efforts of dead fish and come up with an action plan (equipment, personnel, grants) by Aug. 28.
Following Gov. Rick Scott issuing a State of Emergency for red tide on Aug. 13 for 7 counties including Sarasota County, the State released $6 million grant
funds to assist the counties in biological debris cleanup due to red tide. Sarasota County secured grant funding from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the City of Venice received a sub-recipient agreement with the
County for up to $98,500. This grant was for red tide biological debris removal and disposal.
The County is conducting beach cleanup activities throughout the County; however,
the City hired a contractor to do additional biological debris removal on our beaches
from the Jetties to south of Brohard Beach. The City’s Public Works Department
worked with the County on this joint effort and the initial schedule for the contractor
to clean the area beaches is Wednesdays and Saturdays during low tide, as needed.
* Direct staff to develop an educational program for residents for the reduction of fertilizer use, and direct the city attorney to come up with a resolution to reduce fertilizer
use year-round in the City of Venice (the resolution passed on Sept. 11).
* Approve a letter sent to Gov. Rick Scott from Mayor John Holic on behalf of Council
encouraging better stewardship of Lake Okeechobee by the federal government and
the Army Corps of Engineers and requesting that the State of Florida take action in limiting nitrogen, animal waste, and phosphorus into all of our waterways, and requesting
that the state continue to fund red tide research.

An example of the City’s social media messaging on reducing fertilizer use.
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Tips for residents to fertilize less, enjoy Florida more
Summer: June 1 – Sept. 30

Winter: Oct. 1 – May 31

No to N: Fertilizers containing nitrogen and phos-

Watch the Weather: Don’t fertilize before a

phorous are prohibited in the summer.

storm. It won’t help your plants … it’ll go down

Pump Iron: Use products containing iron and micronutrients to stay green in the summer.
Keep Clippings: Only rain down the drain, keep
those grass clippings on the lawn.
Create Compost: Use your clippings and veggie
waste to give your garden a boost.
Floridify your yard: Florida plants require little care,
fertilizer and water. They were made for paradise!
Mow high for less stress: Mowing short stresses
grass and makes it vulnerable to disease, pests and
drought.

the drain.
Grow with Slow: Use at least 50% slow release
Nitrogen. It releases nutrients when the plants
need it so you don’t waste it.
Keep the Water Blue: Keep fertilizer 10 feet away
from lakes, ponds and rivers.
Skip the P: Phosphorous is already naturally
found in our soil, no need to add more.
Keep on the Grass: Spread the fertilizer on the
grass with a deflector shield or edge guard. You
don’t want to help the weeds grow on the sidewalk, do you?

For more information visit: www.venicegov.com
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Understanding stormwater and the environment

Continued on page 16
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Understanding stormwater and the environment (con’t)

Recipe for homemade weed killer
1/4 cup of Dawn dishwashing liquid
1 cup of Epsom salts

1 gallon of white distilled vinegar
Mix together, then pour into a pump sprayer
for application. For best results, apply during
the sunniest time of the day and not within 2
hours of rainfall.
Note: Old-fashioned weed pulling is still the most
environmentally friendly method!
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Mote Marine establishes Red Tide Institute
Mote Marine Laboratory leaders on Oct. 23 announced a major new step toward realizing a vision
for addressing Florida red tide: a generous philanthropic investment of $1 million from The Andrew
and Judith Economos Charitable Foundation to establish and support the first year of operations for
the Red Tide Institute at Mote Marine Laboratory.
With The Andrew and Judith Economos Charitable Foundation as its Founding Donor, the Institute
will be an innovation hub of intensive research and development focused exclusively on advancing
promising technologies for controlling and mitigating red tide impacts toward practical application.
The Institute will also leverage other red tide-related research by Mote and its partners at the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and other organizations.
This fall, the State of Florida announced a $2.2 million investment to advance mitigation science
at multiple institutions, including Mote’s novel mitigation technologies such as its ozone treatment
system pilot tested for dead-end canals hit hard by red tide, and using a new clay formula for red
tide mitigation, a Mote partnership with Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, University of South
Florida and FWC.
When Florida red tide hits the Gulf of Mexico coast, communities grapple with challenging respir- Drs. Andrew and Judith Economos
atory irritation, dwindling tourism dollars, the sight and smell of countless dead fish and the heartbreaking losses of sea turtles and marine mammals. With increased public attention, state and federal funding for red tide research typically increases in the
years following these events.
However, decades of history reveal that public attention and funding usually decline after red tide blooms subside, as Mote Magazine reported in its December 2017 feature “Red tide: How to be ready.” The feature called for not only steady public and private support for red tide research and monitoring —
including during non-bloom times — but also to embrace a vision to do more by establishing a new, independent Harmful Algal Bloom Center designed to
channel science and technology development into creation and deployment of innovative tools and methods to stem bloom impacts.
Mote scientists were passionate in their call to action, but they couldn’t have anticipated how prescient it would be. The red tide bloom that formed in October 2017 in the Gulf of Mexico proved uncommonly serious, persisting for one year as of press time and fueling significant public concern — and demanded
an intensive response from Mote and partners.
“We cannot thank The Andrew and Judith Economos Charitable Foundation enough for providing this critical bedrock for an intensive, science-based initiative focused on developing and testing red tide mitigation technologies,” said Dr. Michael Crosby, Mote President and CEO. “The momentum created by establishing the Red Tide Institute at Mote will hopefully inspire other visionary, philanthropic leaders to join an effort that must continue long after this year’s
bloom is out of sight and out of mind for many.”
He added: “The Economos’ gift leverages the important support that the State of Florida provided earlier this fall for a multi-institution team to study promising red tide mitigation methods. Red tide is a multi-faceted challenge, and it can only be met by combined multi-year, public-private support of a diverse
scientific team that Mote will bring together from around the world to develop and test multiple response strategies. We can and we will use science and
technology to attack the impacts of red tide for the benefit of our environment, economy and quality of life.”
— Provided by Hayley Rutger, Mote Marine Laboratory
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Next Fla. Friendly Landscaping program set for Nov. 19
The City of Venice is hosting another Florida Friendly Landscaping Program from 6-7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 19 in Council Chambers at City Hall, 401 W. Venice Ave. Join Dr. Pat Williams and Wilma Holley from UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County to learn the
principles behind a great Florida landscape.
Williams has been in horticulture for over 44 years. He holds a
doctorate from Texas A&M University in horticulture and has held
various positions in his career from teaching adults with developmental disabilities, designing, installing and maintaining landscapes, construction, being a horticultural therapist in New York
City, working for the USDA in Washington state, teaching in a Texas
prison and a Tennessee high school, and was a college professor
for 14 years in Kentucky. He started his Extension faculty position
with the University of Florida/Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences in April 2017 as the Sarasota County Residential Horticulture Agent.
Holley has taught and lived the core "Nine Principles" of FloridaFriendly Landscaping for more than a decade. Particularly attuned
to the "Attract Wildlife" principle, she also leads education sessions
on snakes, butterflies, and other backyard wildlife as well as irrigation and water conservation. Holley's teaching roots run back to
her days developing environmental education programs for elementary students, and she traces her passion for outdoor activities
and environmental conservation to her childhood on a New York
dairy farm.
The presentation at City Hall is free and open to the public. Informational handouts will be provided, and there will be time for
questions from the audience.
This program is part of City Council’s directive for the City to develop an educational program for citizens on fertilizer usage,
effects, and reduction methods.
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FLORIDA CITY GOVERNMENT WEEK

Venice Elementary School students Sam
Rheingans, fifth grade, and Paloma Pardee,
fourth grade, above, won the City of Venice's annual Florida City Government Week
poster contest at their school. Students

drew or painted to the theme, "My City, I'm
Part of It, I'm Proud of It." Paloma and Sam
won a pizza party for their art classes Oct.
23, and their artworks will be installed at
City Hall. Well done! Paloma’s poster is at
near right; Sam’s, at far right.
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Florida City Government Week was held Oct. 22-28 this year. The City of Venice joined
Florida’s cities in celebrating, showcasing and engaging citizens in the work of municipal
government. Local events included poster contests in 2 schools, reading aloud to children
at Venice Elementary, numerous social media postings spotlighting staff, a proclamation
read by the Mayor, and Make a Difference Day on Oct. 27.
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FLORIDA CITY GOVERNMENT WEEK

Epiphany Cathedral School student Nick Navarro, fourth
grade, won the City of Venice's
annual Florida City Government
Week poster contest at his
school. Students drew to the
theme, "My City, I'm Part of It,
I'm Proud of It." Nick won a pizza party for his class on Oct. 26
and his artwork, pictured below,
will be installed at City Hall. Nice
job!

Mayor John Holic holds a proclamation presented to City Manager Ed Lavallee
during the Oct. 23 City Council meeting, recognizing Oct. 22-28 as Florida City
Government Week — a time for municipalities to provide and foster civic education, collaboration, volunteerism and more. The week is sanctioned by the Florida League of Cities.
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FLORIDA CITY GOVERNMENT WEEK
City staff and officials read aloud to students in grades K-2 at Venice Elementary School on Thursday, Oct. 25. Pictured, clockwise from below, are Planning Administrative Coordinator Christina Rimes, Mayor John Holic, Firefighter Joe Parsons, VPD Communications Manager Jack Chappa — who read in
Spanish to ESOL students — and Utilities GIS Analyst Will Smith.
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Downtown project: Brick pavers in, road resurfacing up next
This is the latest update for the Downtown Venice Beautification Project:
EASTBOUND W. VENICE AVENUE
Crews are scheduled to begin paving eastbound W. Venice Avenue late next week. Once this is completed, the
eastbound lanes will be reopened to vehicles. Crews have been installing brick pavers along the south side of the
roadway and pouring curb as needed. The mid-block crosswalks on the 200 and 300 block will be closed for approximately two more weeks to accelerate W. Venice Avenue. Crosswalks are available at Harbor Drive, Nassau
Street, Nokomis Avenue and U.S. 41 Business.
WESTBOUND W. VENICE AVENUE
Advance work continues on westbound W. Venice Avenue. On Nov. 7-8, sidewalk on the 100 block west of Café
Venice is schedulked to be removed/replaced. The westbound lanes are anticipated to be fully closed to traffic on
Nov. 12 after opening the eastbound lanes. Once the westbound lanes are closed, the contractor will begin removing curb on the 100 block. Crews have finalized the “silva” cells for the trees on the north side of the 100 and
300 blocks. Tree installation is anticipated to begin in the next week in these blocks. New sidewalk has been installed on the 200 block. The contractor anticipates westbound W. Venice Avenue opening prior to Christmas.
MIAMI AVENUE
The 300 block of Miami Avenue is scheduled to be paved late next week. The 200 block of Miami Avenue is
open to local traffic only. Crews are replacing sidewalk on the north side of this area. This includes driveway
aprons to the parking areas. The parking areas are currently accessible through the alley. Crews are anticipating
to remove trees on Miami early next week in preparation to install the silva cells for the new trees. Crews are currently drilling an irrigation well on the north side of the 200 block of Miami Avenue, which is expected to be completed next week.
NASSAU STREET/NOKOMIS AVENUE
The contractor is working to pave Nassau Street and Nokomis Avenue with the other paving in early November
to provide additional access through downtown. The alley access points are anticipated to be open this weekend.
The downtown project, part of the Road Bond Referendum approved by City voters in November 2016, reconstructs Tampa, Venice and Miami avenues between U.S. 41 Business and Harbor Drive. The work includes constructing stormwater and drainage improvements, new asphalt, installing new landscaping and streetscape elements, and adding “sharrow” (share the road) markings for bicyclists, and lighting conduits for a future streetlight Brick pavers are installed along West Venice
project. Contractor Quality Enterprises USA will install additional stop signs to convert three intersections (Venice Avenue on Oct. 22.
Avenue at Nokomis, Venice Avenue at Nassau, and Tampa Avenue at Nokomis) to become four-way stops. Additional safety improvements include installing mid-block crosswalks with in-pavement lighting, reducing crossing distances for pedestrians, and installing pedestrian fencing to guide pedestrians. The contractor is also replacing cracked sidewalks and upgrading ADA features such as curb ramps. More than 300
trees of all types are going in projectwide. The entire project is expected to be completed in spring 2019.
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Take our Flood Questionnaire
The City of Venice Engineering Department is dedicated to providing our residents information about flood hazards and your abilities to reduce your risk.
Please fill out our Flood Questionnaire here. It is a great way for us to see how we can serve you better.

1. What is your flood zone?

A. VE

C. X shaded

B. AE

D. X unshaded

E. I don’t know

If you don’t know your flood zone, do you know where to find it? _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Do you have flood insurance? Is it contents coverage, building coverage or both?
A. Yes, contents coverage

C. Yes, building and contents

B. Yes, building coverage

D. No, I do not have flood insurance

3. If there was a flood tomorrow would you feel prepared to handle it?
Yes

No

4. How would you prepare for a flood event? _______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Have you visited our offices in City Hall, our website or the Venice Library lately for information about flood risk, flood
safety, flood insurance or the community rating system (CRS)?
Yes

No

Continued on page 24
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Take our Flood Questionnaire (con’t)
6. What would you like to learn more about relating to flood risk, flood safety, flood insurance or the community rating
system (CRS)?
A. Flood risk

C. Flood insurance

B. Flood safety

D. Community rating system (CRS)

E. Other

7. Do you have flooding issues in your neighborhood?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Do you have flooding issues on your property?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Any suggestions you believe would help mitigate flood issues?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What neighborhood or what street do you live on? _______________________________________________________
11. Do you have any additional comments or concerns?_______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for participating in our Flood Questionnaire. This survey can be dropped off at City Hall Information Desk, 401 W. Venice Ave., Attn: Kathryn Harring; or emailed to kharring@venicegov.com. For more info, call 941-882-7412. You can also take this survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/veniceflood.
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KEEPING VENICE BEAUTIFUL
Team Keep
Venice Beautiful, a volunteer
arm of Venice
Area Beautification Inc., remove invasive
Australian pine
and Brazilian
pepper at Foxworthy Park in
October, at left
and below left.
Team KVB
hauled away 9
truckloads of
brush from the
park.

Above, Oct. 25 saw 20
Team KVB members remove 15 truckloads of
brush from the Caspersen
Park cross-island trail. At
right, 23 Team KVBers collected 18 truckloads of
brush, pictured here, from
Venice Beach on Oct. 17.

At left, 19 Team KVB members placed
6 tons of cracked shell along the connector trail to the Airport Festival
Grounds Oct. 11. The City of Venice is
appreciative of all these hardworking
volunteers’ efforts!
Photos: Team KVB
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
In the event of a hurricane watch, Sarasota County will open all identified evacuation centers (hurricane shelters) at the same time.
* All evacuation centers will be pet friendly. Your dog or cat must be kept in a carrier.
* Hurricane evacuation centers are not hotels and will not be able to provide any conveniences or luxuries. You will have no privacy, limited space approximately 20 square feet per person in a public classroom or hallway, and meal service may be delayed. Evacuation centers cannot provide bedding,
cots or blankets.
* Going to an evacuation center should always be considered a last-resort measure.
* Never go to an evacuation center until local officials announce it is open.
* Evacuation center information will be updated on the county and city websites (scgov.net and venicegov.com), on local radio and television stations
and on the county and city Facebook and Twitter accounts.
HURRICANE EVACUATION CENTERS

ADDRESS

North Port High School

6400 W. Price Blvd., North Port

Heron Creek Middle School

6501 W. Price Blvd., North Port

Woodland Middle School

2700 Panacea Blvd., North Port

Atwater Elementary School

4701 Huntsville Ave., North Port

Booker Middle School

2250 Myrtle St., Sarasota

Brookside Middle School

3636 S. Shade Ave., Sarasota

Southside Elementary School

1901 Webber St., Sarasota

Riverview High School

1 Ram Way, Sarasota

Booker High School

3201 N. Orange Ave., Sarasota

Phillippi Shores Elementary School

4747 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota

Gulf Gate Elementary School

6500 S. Lockwood Ridge Road, Sarasota

Continued on page 27
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
What to Bring to an Evacuation Center
Flashlight (in case your center loses power).

Snacks or special foods.

Your insurance, Medicare or Medicaid cards, driver license or photo I.D.

Bedding and pillows.

Your children’s immunization and other important health and insurance records.

Book or electronic entertainment items with headphones and chargers.
Change of clothing.

Each family member’s medications, along with dosage information and physician’s contact information.

Personal hygiene items (including toilet paper).

Drinking water.

Games/comfort items for children.
NOTE: There are currently no evacuation centers (hurricane shelters) in the City of
Venice, only rally points, where residents can go to be transported to shelters.

Transportation Plan for Hurricane Evacuation Centers
If you cannot drive
to an evacuation center:
Sarasota County will provide bus transportation for you and your pets (along with a limited amount of supplies) to and from a general population evacuation
center. This program is activated only when Sarasota County has a declared county emergency, an activation is ordered, and evacuation centers are opened.

Transportation will be offered at designated rally points throughout the county.
Keep in mind …
 Transportation will be provided by Sarasota County Area Transit and school district buses.
Continued on page 28
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
Transportation Plan for Hurricane Evacuation Centers (con’t)
 Space on buses will be limited.
 Baggage is limited to two carry-on sized bags per person that can be stored under a seat or held in lap.
 Pets must be in a crate or carrier, and you must bring all pet supplies.
 Passengers cannot specify what shelter they will be transported to. Your return home could be delayed.

Important: All transportation will cease when landfall is expected within eight hours.

Venice area rally points include: Venice Community Center, 326 Nokomis Ave. S., Venice; Garden Elementary School, 700 Center Road;
Venice; Taylor Ranch Elementary, 2500 Taylor Ranch Trail, South Venice (off U.S. 41); Laurel Park, 509 Collins Road, Nokomis; and Pine View

School, 1 Python Path, Osprey. Go to scgov.net for a full list.

If you are able to drive to a rally point:
 Drive locally to a rally point and park vehicle.
 Receive transportation to an evacuation center.

No registration needed. Information/instruction will be provided at rally point.

Bus route:
Pick-up transportation to a rally point and center via Sarasota County Area Transit disaster bus route (SCAT's modified Sunday bus route).
Visit scgov.net for schedules.

Continued on page 29
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Evacuation Center (Hurricane Shelter) Information for Residents
Transportation Plan for Hurricane Evacuation Centers (con’t)
Register for public transportation:
 For those who cannot drive or otherwise be transported by family, friends or neighbors, Sarasota County will provide last-resort, free bus transportation for

you and your pets (along with a limited amount of supplies) to and from a general population, evacuation center. Transportation will be offered at designated rally points throughout the county.
 Complete the online registration form at scgov.net (Under “I Want To,” or keywords “transportation plan”). All county libraries are available to help with

online registration for those without a computer. You can also call 941-861-5000. The form will include guidance for those who cannot drive or walk to a
designated rally point.
Rally points may change depending on the severity of a storm.
Residents who preregister will receive an automated telephone message with information about the location of rally points and when they will be picked
up. Important: The online registration process will cease when landfall is expected within 60 hours.

If you have special medical needs (require a lift assist from a wheelchair, need a caregiver’s help for other activities of daily living, use an oxygen tank, etc.),
you must register separately as a medically dependent person along with your caregiver. This can be done now at scgov.net, or call 941-861-5000.
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Evacuation Levels for the Venice Area

POTENTIAL STORM
SURGE HEIGHT
THRESHOLDS
(IN FEET)
A=10 B=14 C=18
D=26 E=32
Know the Evacuation Level for your home! Visit https://ags2.scgov.net/KnowYourZone/
and type your street address in the top left search bar.
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Sign up for CodeRED phone notifications
Hurricane season runs June 1 through Nov. 30 — have you signed up for CodeRED yet?
The City of Venice uses CodeRED to send emergency notifications by phone, email, text and
social media to keep citizens informed of emergencies such as evacuation notices, utility outages, water main breaks, fire or floods, chemical spills, or other emergency situations. Many residents found the free service extremely useful before, during and
after Hurricane Irma in September 2017, when multiple CodeREDs were sent out.
The city also uses CodeRED Weather Warning, a unique service that automatically notifies citizens in the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued by the National Weather Service. The CodeRED Weather Warning is also available to city residents at no cost.
The city may also activate CodeRED to send general notifications to registered subscribers to communicate non-life safety matters, such as planned road
closures, water main repairs, and water and power service interruptions. By selecting the box for general alerts, you will also receive these types of notifications. Registering for CodeRED is quick and easy: Sign up online at www.venicegov.com. At the top of the homepage, click on “CodeRed” (above the Search
bar). Click on the link to sign up and select the second option, “NO, I would like to review and submit my information,” and fill in the fields. Then add the following numbers to your caller ID or contacts: 866-419-5000, Emergency Calls; 855-969-4636, General Calls; and 800-566-9780, Weather Warnings.
Things to know about CodeRED
CodeRED delivers notifications by phone calls to landlines and cell phones, emails, texts, social media, and/or mobile alerts. It is compatible with TDD/TTY
devices for those with hearing impairments. Individuals and businesses may add as many phone numbers, emails and text numbers as desired.
Residents and visitors alike can receive enhanced public safety alerts no matter where you are located via the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, a free public safety
app for both Android and iPhone users. The CodeRED Mobile Alert app delivers community and emergency alerts to individuals targeted within an impacted
geographical area so that you may also receive timely notifications when you’re on the road, or away from home.
If you are currently a CodeRED subscriber who has already registered your cellphone to receive notifications from the City of Venice, you will continue to
receive calls. However, if you download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, you will also receive alerts via your smartphone anywhere in the country, including
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Alaska. To download the free CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit the Google Play or iTunes store.
For more information about the CodeRED service, or to sign up by phone, call 941-882-7401.
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SUN FIESTA BED RACES
The Women’s Sertoma Sun Fiesta was moved to the Airport Festival Grounds
Oct. 19-21 due to downtown construction. Although no parade was held,
spectators still cheered on participants in the event’s annual Bed Races.
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Report city issues with just a few clicks
The City of Venice uses SeeClickFix platform, Venice Connect, which allows
citizens to quickly report various issues to city officials like potholes, roadside
junk, code violations, and traffic signal/
sign problems’ to name a few.
SeeClickFix will assign your issue to the
appropriate department. Registered
SeeClickFix users will receive an email when there is an update and can also
come back to check the status of a submitted ticket at any time. It’s as easy as
that! With the free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, citizens are able to
provide city staff with a picture of the area and enter specific descriptions
about the issue which is valuable in getting the job done efficiently. In addition, the SeeClickFix platform provides city officials with a centralized issue
management system to monitor progress of submitted issues from creation to
resolution and also allows us to engage citizens throughout the process.
The City has been using SeeClickFix since 2016 and has processed over nearly 1,500 issues. During the past few years, your issues submitted on
SeeClickFix have helped the city handle exposed wires that needed immediate
attention, roadside junk needing to be picked up, code violations, awareness
of speeders in residential areas’ and having street lights fixed and/or replaced. You are our eyes and ears and we value your assistance with maintaining the safety and beauty of Venice.
Did you know?
When a ticket is submitted to SeeClickFix, it captures the location you are
in at the time of submission. As a result, please make sure that you are
providing the specific location of the issue being reported by either submitting
the issue at that exact location OR by entering the location address in the description of issue.
You can attach a photo when submitting your issue. Photos are incredibly
helpful to us here at the city. It allows us to quickly identify the problem area
being reported and ensure that work crews are safely being sent to the right
location.
The City works closely with the Sarasota County Contact Center, Florida
Power & Light (FPL) and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT).

Many times the city receives issues that fall under the jurisdiction of one of
these agencies. We can forward the issue submitted to us directly to Sarasota
County using the SeeClickFix app OR we personally reach out to FDOT and/or
FPL with matters that fall under their jurisdiction. Having effective communication with these agencies is key in making sure we continue to maintain the
safety of our citizens and guests here in the City of Venice. In addition, we
continue to monitor and do follow ups with our counterparts to ensure these
issues are handled in a timely manner.
Important side note information
We do our best here at the city to ensure we handle all tickets promptly;
however, there are times that we may need sufficient time to complete certain requests. In addition, we do receive tickets that are “recommendations”
rather than something that needs to be fixed. Although we do value your recommendations, we are unable to keep the ticket open but have noted them
and have forwarded them to the appropriate department for their review.
City Hall is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we can be
reached at 941-486-2626.
If you have questions or need further assistance with the SeeClickFix website, please contact Shirley Gibson at 941-882-7439 or by email at
sgibson@venicegov.com
Law enforcement issues are considered an emergency nature and need to
be reported directly to the Venice Police Department by calling 911. The nonemergency number is 941-486-2444. After-hours Utilities emergencies can be
reported at 941-486-2770. Animal concerns such as raccoons or coyotes
should NOT be entered into SeeClickFix. For more information on these issues, call the Wildlife Center of Venice at 941-484-9657 or Sarasota County
Sheriff’s Animal Services at 941-861-9500.
Sign me up!
SeeClickFix is available as an app for Android or iPhone. Select SeeClickFix
from your app store on your device. There is also a link to the program at the
top of the homepage on the city’s website, www.venicegov.com (above the
search bar), or go directly to SeeClickFix at http://www.seeclickfix.com/venice
— Provided by Shirley Gibson

Page 34

Venice City E-News

November 2018

IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
At left, Jennifer
Burke, Florida
State Guardianship Member,
accepts a proclamation from
Council Member
Jeanette Gates
naming the
month of October
2018
"Guardianship
Month" during the
Oct. 9 City Council meeting.

Left, as Fire
Chief Shawn
Carvey looks
on, Mayor
John Holic
reads a proclamation during the Oct. 9
Council meeting naming
the week of
Oct. 7-13,
2018, "Fire
Prevention
Week."

Above, Council Member Mitzie Fiedler looks on as Linda Bergen of Safe Place
and Rape Crisis Center (SPARCC) accepts a proclamation from Fiedler Oct. 9
naming the month of October 2018 "Domestic Violence Awareness Month."
Below, participants at the City’s first Florida Friendly Landscaping Program
the evening of Oct. 17 packed Council chambers.
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IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
At left, Mayor John Holic congratulates Venice Police Sgt.
Keith Quick after presenting
him with his 10-year Service
Award and pin during the Oct.
9 City Council meeting. Right,
Chris Foubister looks on as
Mayor Holic reads a proclamation during the Oct. 23 Council
meeting naming Oct. 22-28,
2018, “Make a Difference
Week.” Below right, City
Engineer Kathleen Weeden
accepts her 15-year Service
Award and pin Oct. 23 from
Mayor Holic and City Manager
Ed Lavallee.

The Environmental Advisory Board held a red tide forum Oct. 24 with speakers
Ron Musselman, PhD chemist; Alan Jones of Jones Potato Farm, 2016 Agricultural Environmental Leadership Award recipient; Randy Edwards, PhD marine science; and Mac Carraway, green business consultant.
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Advisory board members needed
Know someone who wants to get involved in the
community, but isn’t exactly sure how? Serving on
a City of Venice advisory board is an excellent way
to get started. Currently, 2 regular seats and 1 student seat on 3 different boards are open. Vacancies
are as follows:
Public Art Advisory Board — One vacancy
This 6-member board implements guidelines, selection procedures and organizational policies to
facilitate selection, approval and placement of public art. This includes program planning, designating
sites, determining project scope and budget, overseeing the artist selection process, commissioning
artworks, reviewing design, and education and
placement of artworks from the City's public art
collection. Investigates, reviews and recommends
means by which artworks may be obtained, including donations, gifts, and grant applications for public art projects. Encourages public art through the
City, including the participation of all citizens in a
joint public and private effort to promote art in
public places. Celebrates the community's heritage,
ethnicity, commonality and civic pride by stimulating collaboration and understanding between
artists and the community. Enhances Venice's image locally, regionally and nationally by insuring the
creation of the highest quality public art. Promotes
artists to live and to work in Venice and to participate in public presentations of their art. Encourages federal, state and private support for Venice's
Public Art Program. Five members shall be residents of the City or owners of real property located

within the City, with one student member. The student member shall be from a Venice area high
school student body recommended by the principal
or his designee, serving for one year.
This board meets quarterly at 3:30 p.m.
Environmental Advisory Board — One student vacancy
This 8-member board facilitates the development
of an integrated environmental strategy by evaluating the City's current policies and practices and
providing specific recommendations for improving
the City's environmental impact. Recommendations
are based on the examination of the City and comparison with best practices in other communities.
Recommendations shall include projections of cost,
manpower, time constraints and other pertinent
factors for implementing the recommendations.
The board shall be composed of seven city residents or the owners of real property located within
the city and one student member. Five of the members must be city residents.
The student member shall be from a Venice area
high school student body recommended by the
principal or his designee, serving for one year.
This board meets bimonthly, the fourth Wednesday of the month at 1 p.m.
Code Enforcement Board — One vacancy
This 7-member board conducts hearings related
to the enforcement of the Code of Ordinances. The
board shall have the authority and jurisdiction to
conduct hearings to consider and enter enforce-

ment orders and civil fines relating to any provision
of the code, including any future amendments, but
specifically excluding from code enforcement board
jurisdiction the provisions in Chapters 6, 42, 70, and
78 of the City Code. The proceedings shall be civil in
nature and, notwithstanding any other provisions
of the code, there shall be no criminal penalty for
any conduct which is made the subject of code enforcement board proceedings.
1. Adopt rules for the conduct of the hearings it
holds pursuant to the Code of Ordinances.
2. Subpoena alleged violators and witnesses to its
hearings.
3. Subpoena evidence, records, surveys, plats and
other material.
4. Take testimony under oath.
5. Issue orders following a hearing, which orders
shall have the force of law and which orders shall
set forth the steps necessary to be accomplished in
order to bring a violation into compliance with the
code section that has been violated.
This board meets the first Thursday of each
month at 10 a.m.
If you are interested in serving on an advisory
board, please submit your application online at
www.venicegov.com (hover on Government at the
top of the home page, then click on Advisory
Boards under City Clerk), or at the City Clerk’s
Office, 401 W. Venice Ave., Venice, FL 34285. If you
would like more information on a particular board,
please contact Recording Secretary Mercedes
Barcia at 941-882-7392. All resumes will be considered when vacancies occur.
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Protecting the City’s drinking water
GOOD NEWS ! As of Oct. 1, 2018, the City of Venice Utilities Department will provide and perform the required testing and maintenance of backflow
devices for all customers.*
The City Council recently authorized the Utilities Department to revise the Cross-Connection Control Program (CCCP) Ordinance to enhance protection of
potable water. Previously, the customer was responsible to secure installation, testing, and repair services for their device at properties that require crossconnection control. The Utilities Department will contract for this service on a large-scale basis; Utilities staff will monitor and schedule the required services.
This modification to the City ordinance helps streamline the process and reduces the costs for customers.
*Some restrictions apply; fire sprinkler systems and the initial installation and testing for new construction are not included.
WHAT DOES THE CITY PROVIDE ?

 Installation of a backflow protection device and pressure relief valve, when required.
 Required testing and certification or replacement, depending on the type of device.
 Required maintenance on applicable devices.
 Property surveys by staff and required tracking of certifications and cross-connection hazards.
WHY DO WE NEED CROSS-CONNECTION PROTECTION?
A Cross-Connection Control Program (CCCP) is needed to protect the water distribution system and the public’s potable water supply, as required by law.
There are many requirements for which the City must comply for the production and protection of potable water.
Protection after the water has entered the distribution system is mandated through the CCCP and backflow
prevention rules set forth by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), under Chapter 62555 of the Florida Administrative Code. These rules are a mandate imposed on all public water systems in the
State of Florida and locally enforced by the Florida Department of Health in Sarasota County.
Additional information is available on the City’s website at www.venicegov.com, within the Utilities section,
and all utility customers will receive the full flyer via U.S. mail.
If you have any questions regarding this notice, please call the Utilities Department at 941-480-3333, Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Venice Police and Fire Department staff joined School
Board members Oct. 18 in serving lunch to Venice Elementary Students for National School Lunch Week.
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Holiday Parade moved to Tampa Avenue this year
Due to potential conflicts and safety concerns with the ongoing
City of Venice Downtown Beautification Project, the 2018 Holiday Parade route will be diverted slightly to Tampa Avenue for
the two blocks between Harbor Drive and Nokomis Avenue (See
map at right).
The remainder of the parade route on Saturday, Nov. 24, will
remain unchanged. This route change is supported by the event
organizer and the Venice Police Department, because it provides
a larger and safer viewing area for the public and still keeps the
parade downtown. Due to potential adverse weather conditions,
it is possible the road work on W. Venice Ave. may extend past
Nov. 24. If W. Venice Ave. is completed prior to that date, the
median landscaping will still be too new to allow for a public
viewing area; therefore, parade viewing could only be from one
side of the street. Alternatively, using Tampa Avenue will provide
for safe viewing from both sides of the parade, and allow the
event organizer to finalize plans for a successful parade. This
route change is only for 2018 and the Holiday Parade is planned
to return to W. Venice Ave. for 2019.
Pre-parade entertainment will stay at the corner of Harbor
Drive and W. Venice Ave., starting at 5:30 p.m. Nov. 24.
Parade staging will occur down three blocks on S. Park Blvd., two blocks on N. Park Blvd., and west from Park on Granada Ave., with the larger units on W.
Venice Ave., east of Park. The parade will step off at 7 p.m.
The parade route will start at the same point as previous years: Park Ave. and W. Venice Ave., proceeding east to Harbor Dr. and Venice Ave. It will turn left
to proceed to Tampa Ave., and continue east on Tampa until Nokomis Ave., turn right and proceed to Milan Ave. and Nokomis, then will be directed to turn
right, continuing down Milan to Nassau. This is the end of the parade. The units can then proceed in any direction to leave the area.
Road closure times will be released at a later date.
EARLY SET-UP OF CHAIRS: Chairs may be placed along the parade route after 6 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 21 by the public (at your own risk). On Tampa Avenue, chairs may be set up on the south side of the street ONLY (near Centennial Park.) No bleachers, couches, rope, stakes, tarps, or mats please; these
items will be removed by Venice Public Works. Any chairs placed before 6 p.m. Nov. 21 will also be disposed of by Public Works.
The Holiday Parade takes place on Small Business Saturday, so what better day to come enjoy our downtown? Arrive early, admire the beautification progress and support our local small businesses.
To fill out an application to participate in the parade, or for more information, please visit https://veniceholidayparade.com/. You can also contact Holiday
Parade Co-chairs Bob and Sue Hebert at 941-488-8780 or vhparade@verizon.net.
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AROUND TOWN

Mayor John Holic presents a proclamation naming Oct. 2
Phelan-McDermid Syndrome Awareness Day to Mandy Al-

The Venice Police Department was recently reaccredited by the Commission for Florida Law

varado, far left, with her daughter Mariah, far right (who has

Enforcement Accreditation. For the fourth straight time, assessors found VPD in compliance

the syndrome, a rare genetic condition) and Susan Lomas,

with all 254 best practices standards. Way to go!

president of the Phelan-McDermid Syndrome Foundation,
holding a photo of her son Sam, who also has the syndrome.
Symptoms include intellectual disability of varying degrees,
delayed or absent speech, and symptoms of autism spectrum
disorder. Find out more at www.pmsf.org.
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AROUND TOWN

Above, Solid Waste Equipment Operator Joe Misak and Solid Waste Superintendent Bob Moroni show off the City’s new trash carts during the Sun Fiesta.

Above and left, Mayor John Holic
cuts the ribbon with Venice Area
Chamber of Commerce President
and CEO Kathy Lehner for the
Chamber’s Business Showcase
2018, held Oct. 5-6 at the Venice
Community Center.
Photos: VACC Marketing
Right, VPD Sgt. Aleksander
Gregoire and Officer David Creasy
gave a group of Girl Scouts a tour
of the Police Department Oct. 22.
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AROUND TOWN

Public Works
closed the
South Jetty
point Oct. 30
to make repairs from
Hurricane
Michael.
The Southern Tandem Bike
Rally Oct. 12-14 saw about 73
cycling teams participate,
including City IT Manager
Nancy Hurley and her husband Randy, at right. The
group had a choice of a 32-,
42- or 60-mile course that
encompassed Manasota Key.
Mayor Holic visited and spoke

at the ride start on Oct. 13.

Police Chief Tom Mattmuller at the International Association of Chiefs of Police Conference in Orlando in early October , participating in a discussion about new police facility
construction.
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AROUND TOWN

VPD Lt. Jessica Chappa and Lt. Jason Adams received
the Trilogy Award Oct. 19 after completing the final
class of the FBI-LEEDA (Law Enforcement Executive
Development) series of leadership classes.

Thank you to Capital Bank-East Venice Avenue Branch
for dropping off nonperishables for Hurricane Michael
relief to Venice Fire Station 2 on Oct. 23. Pictured are
Joe Cataldo, Branch Manager, and Nancy Walker, Senior Business Consultant, First Data.

Above, Mayor John
Holic takes a turn in
the dunk tank Oct. 20
during the Sun Fiesta,
all for a good cause.
At left, an opening
reception for the new
Snook Haven exhibit
at the Venice Museum & Archives was
held Oct. 27 with barbecue, drinks and live
music.
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AROUND TOWN

Tim Drown, Wayne Ball, John Short and Scott Hart with Utilities clean

lift station 7 on Oct. 26.

Ron Bednar and Dan Van Acker with Public Works work on a decorative shade structure Oct. 23
for the historic bell at the Venice Museum & Archives/Triangle Inn.
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AROUND TOWN
Members of the
Venice Police Department assisting
the devastated
Blountstown Po-

lice Department in
the Florida Panhandle pose with
Gov. Rick Scott
when he visited
the area.

VPD School Resource Officer Ruth Terry and City
Special Events and Marketing Coordinator
Shirley Gibson at the Bed Races Judges Table
during the Sun Fiesta.

Staff from Apple Auto Detailing recently spruced up “Old Betsy,” the City’s historic 1927 firetruck that traditionally makes an appearance in the Holiday Parade the Saturday after Thanksgiving.
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AROUND TOWN
At left, Venice
Middle School
Young Marines
lend a hand at
VABI’s Urban
Forest on Make
a Difference
Day Oct. 27.
Photo: Venice
Area
Beautification
Inc.

Vadim Bugayev, Adrian Rivera, Derek Self and Oleg Epshtyn

perform a service line repair on Portofino Drive Oct. 26.

Venice Fire Inspector Cynthia
Dehler hands

out ID materials
during the Sun
Fiesta Oct. 20.
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How to choose the right bike
Looking to purchase your first bike or a new bike, where do you
start? There are many different types of bikes out there, and many
things to consider, so I hope this article helps
you narrow down the search.
First and foremost, determine where you
will be riding your bicycle. That will be the
first question asked by the professionals at
the bike shop and help you start the search
for the right type of bike. So let’s consider the
types of bikes. There are Road bikes – used
for pavement, which include racing, endurance, cyclocross and touring. Mountain bikes
– used for rugged trails and gravel roads, inDARLENE CULPEPPER cluding trail, cross country and mountain.
Hybrid bikes – used for pavement or moderate gravel and dirt roads. Cruiser bikes – casual bike for cruising
through the neighborhood, to the beach and around town. There are
other specialty bikes out there like electric, adult tricycles, recumbent,
fat tire and even folding bikes.
The next most important step is finding the right size. Your bike
should fit you, not your spouse, child or friend, but you. Most bikes
come in different frame sizes and depending on the manufacturer it
will be in small, medium, large, inches or centimeters. If you see a bike
that says size 26 or size 29, this is not a frame size, this is a wheel size and I will cover that later in this article. To get the correct size, you need to go by your
inseam and make sure you can stand over the top tube of the bike and have the proper leg extension while pedaling. This will be part of the geometry of the
bike. Each type of bike has a different geometry and knowing a bike’s geometry can help you understand how it will handle, feel and what comfort it can
offer. Bike geometry is a chart or table showing the key measurements of the frame and it varies between manufacturers. It will determine the fit position for
you, whether that’s aggressive, racing, endurance, or relaxed. Just remember the geometry and size will vary depending on the type of bike for the type of
riding you will be doing.
Once you’ve decided on the type and size, you need to look at features such as gearing, wheel size, suspension and brakes. Bikes come with all sorts of gear
combinations, not just the 10-speed you may have had as a child. Consider your fitness level and terrain. Florida is mostly flat but we do have windy days and
Continued on page 48
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Bike, from page 47

bridges to climb, so having multiple gears can help in those
situations. Suspension helps when riding rough or rugged
areas as it absorbs impact and makes a smoother ride.
Most of the time you will see this option on mountain bikes
with front or full (front and rear) suspension. Some hybrids
may also offer a front suspension.
Wheel size ranges for kids’ bikes in 12, 16, 20 and 24, and
adult bikes in 24, 26, 27.5, 29 and 700c. We could talk all
day about wheel sizing and how some are the same as others, but usually the type of bike you decide on will have a
specific wheel circumference that can’t be changed. The
width of the tire can affect grip, rolling resistance and balance needed for the type of riding you’re doing. Then there
are different brake options. The type of bike you choose
will determine the type of brakes it comes with, so you may
not have a choice. But it is a good idea to know what type
of brakes you have. Coaster brakes work when you pedal
backward, which you will typically see on kids’ bikes or cruisers. Rim brakes have pads that apply a grip to the rim of the wheel, easy to maintain but less
effective in wet or muddy conditions. Disc brakes are attached to and grip the wheel hub, more complicated to replace than rim brakes but work better in
multiple weather conditions.
Most bicycles come with tubes in the tires; however, there are a few that come tubeless or tubeless ready. Most importantly, know what your bike has, and
pay attention to what is the appropriate air pressure for your tires and what type of valve comes with your bicycle, whether Presta or Schrader. You want to
make sure you have the right pump/tools to air up your tires to get the best riding experience.
Now you’ve decided on your bike, but there are other essentials that can keep you and your bike safe.
Always remember a helmet — this is the most important piece of cycling equipment. There are other accessories that can enhance your ride: cycling clothing/bike shorts, gloves, cages for water bottles to stay hydrated, lights (front and rear), computers to keep track of your distance and speed, a lock (whether
cable or U-lock, it’s important to lock up your bike), and even racks to hold bags or baskets to carry tools or spare tubes.
Buying a bike can be a big investment, so you need to make the decision on what you want. Don’t be influenced by others in choosing the right bike for you.
You should ride what’s comfortable for you and what makes you happy. There is a reason specialty bike shops exist and they offer more expensive options
from the big box store brands — you get what you pay for. The bike you buy ultimately comes down to how you are going to use it, where you ride it, and
what you need.
Darlene Culpepper is the Bicycle Pedestrian Coordinator for the City of Venice. She leads a 6-mile bicycle ride around the Island of Venice at 10 a.m. the second Wednesday of every month. The next ride, open to the public, will be Nov. 14. Just bring your bike and a helmet to City Hall! You can email Darlene for
more information at dculpepper@venicegov.com.
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New library opening set for Dec. 15
Sarasota County Libraries invites the public to join them for the opening of the
William H. Jervey Jr. Venice Public Library on Saturday, Dec. 15 at 300 Nokomis
Ave. S. The location is in the same complex as the Venice Community Center and
Venice Art Center.
The welcome and remarks will begin at 9 a.m., with a ribbon-cutting to follow.
Activities and entertainment are scheduled throughout the rest of the day.
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Sea turtles lay near-record number of nests this season
Sea turtles laid a near-record number of nests during their 2018 nesting season on Longboat
Key through Venice, report Mote Marine Laboratory scientists who have monitored this
stretch of nesting beaches for 37 years.
A total of 3,151 nests — 3,142 from loggerhead sea turtles and 9 from green sea turtles —
were documented this year by Mote’s Sea Turtle Conservation & Research Program, which patrols the 35-mile stretch of beaches each day of nesting season, May 1-Oct. 31.
“This year’s total is the third highest overall since our program began about 37 years ago,”
said Mote Senior Biologist Melissa Bernhard, noting that the two highest totals for Mote’s area
occurred in 2016 (4,588 nests) and 2017 (4,503 nests). “Over decades, we have learned and
are still learning a great deal about the nesting behaviors of sea turtles individually and at the
population level, impacts of human activity and animal predators, sea turtle population trends,
and more.”
In Venice, 480 loggerhead nests were reported, along with 459 false crawls — when a sea
turtle emerges from the Gulf to nest but returns to the water without doing so.
This year, Mote scientists continued to document the challenges facing sea turtle hatchlings,
including disorientation due to artificial lights visible from the beach in some areas. Loggerhead and green sea turtle hatchlings emerge at night and normally use dim, natural light to
find the sea. Disoriented hatchlings may crawl into swimming pools, roads or other dangerous situations, and exhaust the energy they need to start life at sea.
Mote scientists also continued to document some impacts from predators — primarily raccoons, armadillos and coyotes — that damage or destroy nests.
The 2018 nesting season coincided with a widespread bloom of Florida red tide, which began in fall 2017 and has lasted a year. From November 2017
through Oct. 24, 2018, the red tide bloom is estimated to have killed or caused the stranding of 531 sea turtles along southwest Florida — 116 in Sarasota
County alone — according to FWC.
Mote’s Stranding Investigations Program, which responds to deceased and distressed sea turtles and marine mammals in Sarasota and Manatee counties,
noted that the bloom largely affected the area’s juvenile and subadult sea turtles, as well as some adult males, but nesting adult females and newly emerged
hatchlings did not show a similar spike in mortality. Sea turtles are exposed to red tide toxins by eating contaminated prey, but nesting adult females typically
aren’t feeding, and their hatchlings don’t feed until after their “swim frenzy” that propels them offshore. When they begin feeding, hatchlings are generally
well beyond nearshore areas where the red tide blooms often persist.
This summer, seven Mote staff, 16 interns and most of their 275-300 volunteers in Mote’s Sea Turtle Patrol braved the red tide-caused respiratory irritation
on local beaches to complete their daily nest-marking and data-collection mission. In addition to their already herculean task, the Sea Turtle Patrol assisted the
Stranding Investigations Program by being among the first people to report stranded turtles and dolphins, often assisting with their recovery and documentation as well. Decades of data from Mote and others around the state are critical for understanding how sea turtles are faring amid numerous threats.
— Provided by Hayley Rutger, Mote Marine Laboratory
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Firefighters battle boat blaze at Venice Yacht Club
Venice firefighters spent 2 hours extinguishing a multiple boat
fire at Venice Yacht Club on Oct. 30. Fire Chief Shawn Carvey
said the blaze was deemed accidental and electrical in nature,
starting on the third yacht from left in the bottom left photo
and spreading to 3 other vessels. No injuries were reported.
Venice Police, Sea Tow, U.S. Coast Guard and Fish and Wildlife
Service assisted.
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Venice MainStreet establishes endowment fund
The Venice MainStreet Inc. Board of Directors, a 501(c)(3)nonprofit organization, is pleased to announce it has established an endowment fund through the
Gulf Coast Community Foundation. The purpose of this fund is to support future community projects that enhance the Venice Community and ensure Venice
MainStreet thrives for decades to come.
Those contributing to the Venice MainStreet Endowment Fund are not only enhancing the experience of the community today, but also nurturing the hopes

and ambitions of generations to come. Through activities such as public art projects, beautification, historic preservation and social experiences, Venice will
remain a thriving place for business and have an even stronger sense of community. John Hinshaw and his daughter Ali of H&H Signs made the first contribution to the fund, “to show our commitment to the beautification and community happiness of our special place on earth.”
“Gulf Coast Community Foundation is a strong believer in a vibrant Venice downtown,” said Dr. Mark S. Pritchett, President and CEO of the Foundation. “We
applaud Venice MainStreet Inc. for starting this endowment and for donors like the Hinshaws for generously supporting it. Together, we will work to create a
bright future for downtown Venice.”
The Venice MainStreet Board of Directors is committed to accountability and transparency for the protection of every community investment. Significant
steps have been taken to ensure the safety of these investments and multiple board actions are required to withdraw any endowed funds.
A donation also enables this 31-year-old community organization to weather the inevitable ups and downs of the broader economy. For more information,
contact Venice MainStreet CEO Erin Silk at 941-484-6722 or Erin@venicemainstreet.com.

Annual Veterans Day Ceremony set for Nov. 10
The annual Venice Area Veterans Day Ceremony will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 10 at
Patriots Park, 800 Venetia Bay Blvd., Venice.
American Legion NO-VEL Post 159 will again be hosting this year’s observance. Also participating will be Venice Mayor John Holic with a proclamation from the City of Venice, and County Commissioner Charles Hines with a Sarasota County proclamation.
All area veterans organizations will be participating in the ceremony. Patriotic music will be
provided by the Sun Coast Wind Ensemble.
As always, the public is invited. Limited seating; please bring chairs.
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Venice Theatre

Venice Art Center

140 Tampa Ave. W.
941-488-1115
www.venicestage.com

390 Nokomis Ave. S.
941-485-7136
www.veniceartcenter.com

“South Pacific”
Oct. 26-Dec. 2

“Fall Members Show”

“Silence! The Musical”
Nov. 2-25
“The Folk Legends”
Nov. 11-12
“Michael L. Walters as Dame Edna”
Nov. 18-19
“The Santaland Diaries”
Nov. 30-Dec. 23

“Dwight Icenhower’s Tribute to The King”
Dec. 2-3
“A Christmas Carol”
Dec. 14-20
“The Sounds of Christmas”
Dec. 21-22

Oct. 12-Nov. 9
“Pen Women Exhibition”
Nov. 16-Dec. 14
“Bling Thing Jewelry Show and Sale”
Dec. 1
“Holiday Tea”
Dec. 7
“Black, White, and One Color”
Dec. 21-Jan. 18

November 2018

Venice Performing Arts Center
1 Indian Ave.
941-480-3191
www.veniceperformingartscenter.com
“Honor America”
Venice Concert Band
Nov. 5
“Festa Italia!”
Venice Symphony
Nov. 16-17
“Who Loves You? Four Seasons Tribute”
Nov. 18
“Sugar Bowl of Shows: Beach Boys Tribute”
Nov. 25
“Tis the Season”
Venice Chorale
Dec. 2
“The Gift of Music”
Venice Concert Band
Dec. 3
“The Nutcracker”
Dec. 8-9
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Downtown Project Update Meeting 11/14
A Downtown Venice Beautification Project Update meeting
will be held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 14 in Council Chambers

at City Hall, 401 W. Venice Ave.
There will be an informational open house from 2-2:30 p.m.,
followed by a presentation from 2:30-3 p.m. by City Engineer
Kathleen Weeden and Project Public Information Officer Jennifer Dorning. The public is invited.
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Next ride is Nov. 14!

November 2018
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

WATERING RULES
City of Venice residents are permitted to irrigate lawns
one day per week:
Even addresses on Tuesdays
Odd addresses on Thursdays
Before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. for properties under 2
acres. For properties 2 acres or greater, watering is allowed
before 10 a.m. and after 4 p.m.
Hand watering hot spots and micro-irrigation of other
plants is allowed on any day, at any time.
New and replaced lawns get a 60-day exemption. Irrigation can occur any time of day on the day of installation,
and during the restricted hours on any day thereafter for up
to 60 days.
There are no restrictions on car washing, pressure washing, use of fountains or use of reuse or reclaimed water. A
shut-off nozzle on hoses should be used for car washing and
hand watering of garden plants. Conservation is encouraged.

Watch city meetings
To access meeting agendas, visit www.venicegov.com.
In the middle of the homepage at left, click on the Meetings button,
find the meeting you want to view, look to the right of it and click on
Agenda, click open and view. To watch City meetings, instead of clicking
on Agenda, click on Video or “In progress.”
They are also rebroadcast the week after the meeting on Access 19
(Comcast Channel 19; Frontier Channel 32).

Venice High School Transition lead teacher Valarie Fletcher and her class of 23 students and 7 adults kicked off Make a Difference Day a day early at West Blalock Park
on Friday, Oct. 26. At 9:30 a.m., the group mulched the playground at West Blalock.
Monty Andrews, Larry Ivey and Make a Difference Day organizer Jim Foubister were
on hand to assist. Chris Foubister, Director of Serve Florida, delivered a wonderful
picnic for everyone. This is a special tradition for Venice High, Serve Florida and the
City of Venice.

Follow us on Facebook:
Venice, Florida Municipal Government
Like what you see? Please rate us 5
stars and leave us a review!

